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Suspension of Black Sea grain deal to affect 
food security globally: India at UNSC 

 
India raised concern on Monday at the Security 

Council about the suspension of the UN-brokered 

Black Sea Grain initiative, saying that this move 

is likely to further exacerbate the food security, 

fuel, and fertilizer supply challenges faced by the 

world. Indian diplomat R Madhu Sudan said the 

Black Sea Grain deal had provided a glimmer of 

hope for peace in Ukraine and helped contribute 

to lowering the prices of wheat and other 

commodities. "The initiative had resulted in 

export of more than nine million tonnes of grains 

and other food products out of Ukraine. We 

believe the exports had contributed to lowering 

prices of wheat and other commodities, evident 

from the drop in the FAO Food Price Index," said 

Madhu Sudan, Counsellor at the Permanent 

Mission of India to the UN, at the UNSC briefing 

debate on Ukraine. "The suspension of the Black 

Sea Grain initiative is expected to further 

exacerbate the food security, fuel and fertilizer 

supply challenges faced by the world, particularly 

the Global South," he added. The UN-brokered 

Black Sea Grain Initiative was signed during a 

ceremony in Istanbul in July. Under the deal, 

ships transporting grain from three Ukrainian 

ports travel along an agreed corridor to markets 

worldwide. This UNSC debate comes after 

Russia requested the meeting following its 

decision to suspend participation in the Black Sea 

Grain Initiative "for an unspecified period of 

time", announced this past weekend, in response 

to alleged Ukrainian attacks against its ships. 

Counsellor Madhu Sudan said India supports the 

engagement of the Secretary-General with the 

parties on renewal and full implementation of the 

initiative, including facilitating of exports of food 

and fertilizer from Ukraine and Russia. "The 

Black Sea Grain initiative and its successful 

implementation over the last four months is 

consistent with India's long-standing position that 

diplomacy and dialogue is the only solution to 

end this ongoing conflict that has resulted in 

serious consequences for the region and beyond," 

he said while adding that India continues to 

support all efforts, including that of the 

Secretary-General, to end the conflict. On 

Monday, UN officials told the Security Council 

the landmark agreement to export grain and 

related foodstuffs from Ukraine must be kept 

alive amid the ongoing war and the global cost of 

living crisis. Credit ANI 

Musk says Twitter will charge USD 8 a month 
for 'blue tick' 

Tesla CEO Elon Musk on Tuesday announced a 

new version of "Twitter Blue" where he planned 

to charge USD 8 a month for Twitter's 

subscription service with priority in replies, 

mentions, and searches. Taking to Twitter, Musk 

said, Twitter's current lords & peasants’ system 

for who has or doesn't have a blue checkmark is 

bullshit. Power to the people! Blue for USD 

8/month." This announcement came after various 

media reports revealed that Twitter is planning to 

charge users USD 19.99 (over Rs 1600) for the 

new Twitter Blue subscription that brings extra 

features like edit and undoing tweets. Tesla CEO 

further added that the new service will get the 

users "Priority in replies, mentions and search, 

which is essential to defeat spam/scam - Ability 

to post long video & audio - Half as many ads." 

"Price adjusted by country proportionate to 

purchasing power parity," he tweeted. Musk also 

said that the new service will give Twitter a 

revenue stream to reward content creators. This 

all started with the author Stephen King's tweet, 

according to CNN. On Monday, King tweeted, 

"$20 a month to keep my blue check?" followed 

ANI ANI 
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by an expletive. "They should pay me. If that gets 

instituted, I'm gone like Enron." Following up 

later in a reply, King wrote, "[i]t ain't the money, 

it's the principle of the thing." Musk replied to 

King early Tuesday morning with his quirky 

reply and a sort of proposal to charge for account 

verification. "[W]e need to pay the bills 

somehow! Twitter cannot rely entirely on 

advertisers," he said. "How about $8?" according 

to CNN. The Twitter Blue subscription launched 

widely almost a year ago as a way to view ad-free 

articles from some publishers and make other 

tweaks to the app, such as a different color home 

screen icon. In April, Twitter accepted Musk's 

proposal to buy and take the social media service 

private. However, Musk soon began sowing 

doubt about his intentions to follow through with 

the agreement, alleging that the company failed 

to adequately disclose the number of spam and 

fake accounts on the service. In July, in a 

surprising turn of events, Elon Musk who had 

long been showing his interest to buy Twitter 

terminated the deal. The Tesla CEO did so by 

alleging that Twitter violated their mutual 

purchase agreement by misrepresenting the 

number of spam and fake bot accounts on its 

platform. After Musk put out the deal termination 

announcement, the market saw a sharp decline. 

Later, Twitter sued Musk accusing him of using 

bots as a pretext to exit a deal. Again, last week, 

Musk confirmed that he would move forward 

with the Twitter buyout at the originally agreed 

price of USD 54.20 per share. Credit ANI 

US launches demining training project in 
Ukraine worth USD 47.6 million 

 
US has launched a demining training project in 

Ukraine by awarding USD 47.6 million to Tetra 

Tech, Inc. of California, amid the Russia- 

Ukraine war, the State Department said on 

Tuesday (local time). "On September 30, the 

Department awarded $47.6 million to Tetra Tech, 

Inc. of Pasadena, California to provide urgent 

humanitarian demining assistance to Ukraine in 

the face of Russia's brutal war of aggression," as 

per the statement released by the US Department 

of State. According to the statement, Tetra 

Tech will strengthen the Government of 

Ukraine's capacity to locate and remove 

landmines, unexploded and abandoned ordnance, 

improvised explosive devices, and other 

explosive hazards from civilian areas. Tetra Tech 

will train the Government of Ukraine's demining 

and EOD teams to international standards and 

provide them with the tools necessary to do their 

jobs. The project also supports deploying 

additional clearance teams and explosive 

ordnance risk education teams through the local 

non-governmental organization Ukrainian 

Deminers Association. The statement further 

added that Russia's unlawful war against Ukraine 

has littered massive swaths of the country with 

landmines, unexploded ordnance, and 

improvised explosive devices. "The explosive 

hazards block access to farmland, impede 

reconstruction efforts, prevent displaced people 

from returning to their homes, and continue to kill 

and maim innocent Ukrainian civilians.  

Credit ANI 

US plans to fortify defense ties with India to 
deter China: Pentagon 

The Biden administration plans to advance its 

defence ties with India to enhance its ability to 

deter Chinese aggression and address gray zone 

coercion in areas such as disputed land borders, 

as per the US National Defense Strategy 2022 

released on Thursday. This newly released 

document which was released by the US Defence 

Department is an unclassified defence strategy 

that nests beneath President Biden's National 

Security Strategy, which was released earlier this 

month amid growing Chinese aggression. This 

ANI 
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Congressionally-mandated strategy review sets 

the strategic direction of the Department to 

support US national security priorities and flows 

directly from President Biden's National Security 

Strategy. "The Department will advance our 

Major Defence Partnership with India to enhance 

its ability to deter PCR (People's Republic of 

China) aggression and ensure free and open 

access to the Indian Ocean region, " the document 

read. It states that China presents the most 

consequential and systemic challenge, while 

Russia poses acute threats to vital US national 

interests abroad and to the homeland. "The most 

comprehensive and serious challenge to US 

national security is the PRC's coercive and 

increasingly aggressive endeavour to refashion 

the Indo-Pacific region and the international 

system to suit its interests and authoritarian 

preferences," the document adds. Regarding the 

Indo-Pacific Region, it says "The Department 

will also support Ally and partner efforts, in 

accordance with US policy and international law, 

to address acute forms of gray zone coercion from 

the PRC's campaigns to establish control over the 

East China Sea, Taiwan Strait, South China Sea, 

and disputed land borders such as with India." 

The National Defence Strategy includes the 

Nuclear Posture Review and the Missile Defence 

Review . The Nuclear Posture Review, which has 

outlined the course of action for the Pentagon, is 

a legislatively-mandated review that describes 

US nuclear strategy, policy, posture, and forces. 

The Nuclear Posture Review (NPR) reaffirms 

that the keyrole of US nukes is to deter nuclear 

attacks on the country and its partners.  The 

Missile Defence Review is a review conducted 

pursuant to the President and the Secretary of 

Defence guidance, while also addressing the 

legislative requirement to assess US missile 

defence policy and strategy. Credit ANI 

Stop sending weapons to Russia to kill 
Ukrainians: US to Iran on Russia-Ukraine war 
 The US on Wednesday called out to Iran to stop 

sending weapons to Russia to kill Ukrainians as 

the war between Kyiv and Moscow escalated in 

the past few weeks and added that deepening ties 

between Russia and Iran are moving beyond 

weapons. "We're concerned Moscow may be 

advising Iran to manage protests (Mahsa Amini 

protests) as Russia has extensive experience in 

suppressing open demonstrations. Our message 

to Iran is clear: Stop killing people, stop sending 

weapons to Russia to kill Ukrainians," said White 

House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre in a 

press briefing. As protests in Iran continue and 

are only becoming violent with every passing 

day, the White House secretary said the 

administration is highly concerned that Russia 

may be advising Tehran on best practices to 

manage women-led and anti-government 

protests, The Hill reported. "The administration 

is concerned that Moscow may be advising 

Tehran on best practices to manage 

protests," Karine Jean-Pierre said while referring 

to Iran's deadly crackdowns on women-led 

demonstrations. Furthermore, the US also refuted 

claims of denials by Russia that Iran is supplying 

weaponized drones in its aggression on Ukraine, 

reported The Hill. "The evidence that Iran is 

helping Russia wage its war against Ukraine is 

clear and it is public and Iran and Russia are 

growing closer the more isolated they become," 

Jean-Pierre said. "Our message to Iran is very, 

very clear, stop killing your people and stop 

selling weapons to Russia to kill Ukrainians," she 

added. After the death of 22-year-old Mahsa 

Amini under police custody, there have been 

widespread rallies and strikes throughout the 

Kurdish region of Iran. Public expressions of 

anger at Amini's death and Iran's decades-old 

mandatory public headscarf policy for women 

quickly evolved into Iranian protesters calling for 

more freedoms and the death of Iran's Islamist 

rulers Credit ANI 
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"India's vaccine manufacturing capacity is 
incredible" says White House COVID-19 
Response Coordinator 

India's vaccine manufacturing capacity came in 

for high praise during a White House press 

briefing on October 26, by Ashish Jha, White 

House COVID-19 Response Coordinator. While 

calling India a major exporter of vaccines in the 

world he termed India's vaccine manufacturing 

capacity as 'incredible.' Ashish Jha's comment 

came in response to a question asking him about 

his view on India's handling of the COVID crisis. 

Responding to the question, Jha said, "India 

because of its incredible manufacturing capacity, 

has been a major exporter of vaccines." The 

questioner had also asked about the slowness in 

India and Quad cooperation, where India was 

supposed to manufacture the vaccines and Quad 

was to distribute them across the world. Quad, 

also known as Quadrilateral Security Dialogue is 

a strategic security dialogue between four 

countries namely, India, US, Australia, and 

Japan. The main aim of Quad is to support a free 

and open Indo-Pacific and build supply chains. 

"I have not looked at this very closely. My 

understanding of why it has slowed a bit is 

because global demand for vaccines has slowed, 

because, again, we have produced a lot 

of vaccines," said Jha. "But I think that Quad 

partnership is really important, and certainly 

important to this administration. India is an 

important manufacturer of vaccines for the 

world, not just for India itself. It's a really 

important thing," he added. Earlier in February, 

the Ambassador of India to the United States, 

Taranjit Singh Sandhu had said that the cutting-

edge technology and research leadership of the 

US and the capabilities of India, the world's lar 

gest vaccine manufacturer, can be combined for 

producing affordable vaccines. He emphasized 

that vaccinating the world must be the priority 

strategy against the pandemic adding that the 

world's map of vaccinations presents a story of 

disparities with the under-developed countries 

including those in Africa lagging at 10 per cent or 

below. In October 2021, the U.S. International 

Development Finance Corporation and 

Biological E. Limited unveiled the expansion of 

Biological E.'s vaccine manufacturing facility in 

Hyderabad, to bolster near-term COVID-19 

response efforts. It will also benefit long-term 

global health in India and throughout the Indo-

Pacific region, the US Mission India said in its 

press release. Credit ANI 

Bangladesh war of liberation 1971: A long 
ignored chapter finally getting attention 

 
When it comes to international justice, one of the 

chapters that have been ignored for long is 

Bangladesh's war of liberation from Pakistan in 

1971. The issue has never got the attention that it 

deserved because no ideological or partisan 

faction seemed to gain from it. However, slowly, 

the situation seems to be changing, as a resolution 

was placed recently in the US Congress to 

recognise the atrocities committed during the 

war. On October 15, a proposed resolution was 

made in the House of Representatives urging US 

president Joe Biden to consider recognising the 

atrocities committed by the Armed Forces of 

Pakistan in the Bangladesh Liberation War of 

1971. The resolution was made by US 

Congressman Steve Chabot from the Republican 

party and Congressman Ro Khanna, the 

Congressman of Indian origin from the 

Democratic party The eight-page long resolution 

was titled 'Recognising the Bangladesh Genocide 

of 1971', primarily focusing on the active role 

played by the Pakistan army along with all its 

functioning ancillary units in the active 

involvement of mass rape and genocide 

committed in 1971. The resolution is eight-page 
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long and is titled - 'R ecognising the Bangladesh 

Genocide of "Proud to join Rep Steve Chabot in 

introducing the first resolution commemorating 

the 1971 Bengali Genocide in which millions of 

ethnic Bengalis and Hindus were killed or 

displaced in one of the most forgotten genocides 

of our time," Ro Khanna, tweeted after the 

submission of the resolution on October 15. "We 

must not let the years erase the memory of the 

millions who were massacred. Recognising the 

genocide strengthens the historical record, 

educates our fellow Americans, and lets would-

be perpetrators know such crimes will not be 

tolerated or forgotten," Chabot, a Republican 

Party member, said in a tweet. This resolution 

opens up the forgotten floodgates for perhaps the 

most horrific crimes against humanity committed 

in 1971. Global benchmark institutions like the 

British Houses of Parliament, United Nations 

Geneva and European Union parliament Brussels 

take cognizance and act accordingly. Credit ANI 

US returns 307 stolen antiquities, worth 
nearly USD 4 million, to India 

 After the 15-years of investigation, the US 

authorities returned 307 antiquities that were 

stolen by multiple smaller trafficking networks to 

India, valued at nearly 4 million Dollars, 

according to a press statement released on 

Monday. Manhattan District Attorney Alvin L 

Bragg Jr on Monday announced that they are 

returning 307 antiquities valued at nearly USD 4 

million to the people of India and the majority of 

them were seized from disgraced art dealer 

Subhash Kapoor. Subhas Kapoor is a looter, who 

had helped to traffic the items from Afghanistan, 

Cambodia, India, Indonesia, Myanmar, Nepal, 

Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Thailand, and other 

countries. According to the statement, "Five of 

the antiquities were seized according to the 

Office's investigation into Nancy Wiener, and 

one according to an investigation into Nayef 

Homsi." All the antiquities were returned during 

a repatriation ceremony at the Indian Consulate 

in New York attended by India's Consul General 

Randhir Jaiswal, and US Homeland Security 

Investigations ("HSI") Acting Deputy Special 

Agent-in-Charge, Tom Lau. "We are proud to 

return hundreds of stunning pieces to the people 

of India," the press statement quoted District 

Attorney Bragg as saying. "These antiquities 

were stolen by multiple complex and 

sophisticated trafficking rings - the leaders of 

which showed no regard for the cultural or 

historical significance of these objects. Tracking 

down these antiquities would not be possible 

without the collaboration of our law enforcement 

partners at HSI and the outstanding work of our 

world-class investigators," he added. Homeland 

Security Investigations (HSI) New York Acting 

Special Agent in Charge Michael Alfonso said, 

"Today we are proud to join our partners from the 

Manhattan District Attorney's Office to return an 

incredible 307 stolen works of art and antiquities 

to their rightful home in India. This repatriation 

is the result of a globe-spanning, fifteen-year 

investigation whereas the investigative team 

chased leads, followed the money and ultimately 

seized these pieces, ensuring their return to the 

people of India," Parikara, crafted from marble 

and valued at approximately USD 85,000. The 

Arch Parikara first surfaced in photographs 

depicting antiquity in a dirty, pre-restoration 

condition. These photographs, along with dozens 

of others depicting antiquities lying in the grass 

or on the ground, were sent to Kapoor by a 

supplier of illicit in India. The piece was 

smuggled out of India and into New York in May 

2002, the statement reads. Thereafter, Kapoor 

laundered the Arch Parikara to the Nathan Rubin 

- Ida Ladd Family Foundation, who donated the 

piece to the Yale University Art Gallery in 2007, 

the statement added. In 2022 alone, the Office has 

returned 682 antiquities, valued at over USD 84 

million to 13 countries. Since its founding, the 

Antiquities Trafficking Unit has returned nearly 

2,200 antiquities, valued at over USD 160 

million, to 22 countries. Credit ANI 
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India to overtake China in number of US 
Visas issued by 2023 

India is expected to surpass China in getting the 

number of US visas by 2023 and will be ranked 

two in the issuance of visas after Mexico, a Senior 

US Embassy official said "We expect that India 

will surpass China in getting the number of US 

visas by next year's summer. After Mexico, India 

is expected to rank number 2 in the issuance of 

US Visas," a Senior US Embassy official said in 

New Delhi. The senior US Embassy Official in 

New Delhi announced that they are opening slots 

in mid-November. "For various kinds of visas, 

we would not have much wait time. Each separate 

category has some wait time," a senior US 

Embassy official added. The U.S has opened up 

100,000 slots for applicants of H and L worker 

visas. This has already happened which will cut 

down the wait times. "India is a number one 

priority for Washington right now. We have big 

categories in students, high-tech workers, 

tourists, and business," the official added. Earlier, 

in October, the US embassy in India released over 

one lakh appointments for H and L work visa 

categories and for their family members. "In 

response to the high demand for employment-

based visas, the US Mission to India recently 

released over 100,000 appointments for H&L 

workers and their families," the US embassy in 

India tweeted. This was among the key 

assurances that the US mission has given after 

Foreign Minister S Jaishankar had raised the visa 

delay issue with US Secretary of State Antony 

Blinken last month. The US embassy further said 

in the first nine months of 2022, the US Mission 

had already processed over 160,000 H and L 

visas and it will continue to prioritize H and L 

workers for visa appointments as resources allow. 

Consular officers are now temporarily 

authorized, through December 31, 2022, to waive 

in-person interviews for certain individual 

petition-based non-immigrant work visas and 

their qualifying derivatives. Credit ANI 

Russia to withdraw troops from key 
Ukrainian city Kherson 

Russia has ordered the withdrawal of troops from 

the crucial city of Kherson, which happens to be 

the only city Russia was able to capture since 

February's invasion, CNN reported on 

Wednesday. The order came at a meeting in 

Moscow between Defense Minister Sergei 

Shoigu and the commander of Russian forces in 

Ukraine, General Sergei Surovikin. The order 

from Russian Defense Minister Sergey Shoigu 

came at a meeting in Moscow between Shoigu 

and the commander of Russian forces in Ukraine, 

Gen. Sergei Surovikin as the Ukrainian forces 

were making further advances towards Kherson 

city from two directions. The Russian troops will 

be withdrawing from the west bank of the Dnipro 

river, an area that includes Kherson city, CNN 

reported citing Russian state media. However, 

Ukrainian officials still seem to be sceptical of 

the situation. "Actions speak louder than words. 

We see no signs that Russia is leaving Kherson 

without a fight," CNN cited Mykhailo Podolyak, 

an adviser in the Office of the President from his 

tweet. Ukraine "is liberating territories based on 

intelligence data, not staged TV statements," 

Podolyak added. Notably, Ukrainian forces 

disabling bridges across the Dnipro River and 

attacking Russian supply lines made it very 

difficult for Russia to defend the occupied 

territory. "Kherson [city] and adjacent 

settlements in the current conditions cannot be 

fully supplied and function," CNN quoted 

Russian Defense Ministry, Surovikin as saying. 

As per CNN, Russia's withdrawal from Russia 

would be the most significant military 

development since the Ukrainian forces were 

able to sweep through the northern Kharkiv 
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region back in September. Kherson was one of 

four Ukrainian regions that were 'illegally' 

annexed by Russia in September. Once the 

withdrawal is complete, several thousand square 

kilometres of that annexed territory will have 

been surrendered, CNN reported. As per NATO 

Secretary General Stoltenberg also welcomed the 

decision and called it a result of the courage of 

Ukrainian armed forces and the continuous 

support of the West. "The withdrawal 

demonstrates the courage, the determination, the 

commitment of Ukrainian armed forces and also 

the importance of the continued support of the 

West," CNN quoted NATO Secretary General 

Stoltenberg as saying Earlier on Wednesday, the 

European Commission on Wednesday proposed 

an unprecedented support package for Ukraine of 

up to EUR18 billion for 2023. This will come in 

the form of highly concessional loans, disbursed 

in regular instalments as of 2023. Credit ANI 

Aruna Miller becomes first Indian-American 
to hold office of Lt Governor in Maryland 

Indian-American woman Aruna Miller on 

Wednesday became the first immigrant to hold 

the office of Lieutenant Governor in Maryland. 

Taking to her Twitter handle, Miller said that the 

people of Maryland chose "unity over division, 

expanding rights over restricting rights and hope 

over fear." She stated that residents of Maryland 

chose Wes Moore as their Governor while she 

secured victory in the race to become Lieutenant 

Governor. Acknowledging the support of 

Maryland residents, Aruna Willer tweeted, 

"Maryland, tonight you showed the nation what a 

small but mighty state can do when democracy is 

on the ballot. You chose unity over division, 

expanding rights over restricting rights, hope 

over fear. You chose Wes Moore and me to be 

your next Governor and Lieutenant Governor." In 

another tweet, Miller stated, "Ever since I came 

to this country in 1972, I've never stopped being 

excited for the promise of America. I will never 

stop fighting to make sure that promise is 

available to everyone. And this promise begins 

with a commitment to deliver a Maryland where 

we Leave No One Behind." Aruna Miller stressed 

that Maryland is a region where people feel safe 

in their communities and skin. She further stated 

that Maryland is a region "where we show the 

nation that our rights are not up for grabs." The 

58-year-old Democrat leader was born in 

Hyderabad on November 6 in 1964. She migrated 

to the United States from India with her family 

when she was 7. Miller graduated from Missouri 

University of Science and Technology with a 

degree in civil engineering. She spent 25 years 

working at the local Department of 

Transportation in Montgomery County. Aruna 

Miller represented District 15 in the Maryland 

House of Delegates from 2010 to 2018. She ran 

for Congress in 2018 in Maryland's 6th 

Congressional District and secured the second 

spot among eight candidates. She is married to 

Dave Miller and they have three daughters. 

Aruna Miller resides in Montgomery County 

with her family. Credit ANI 

PM Modi unveils logo, theme, website of 
India's G20 Presidency 

 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi unveiled the logo, 

theme and website of India's G20 Presidency on 

Tuesday via video conferencing. Guided by the 

vision of the Prime Minister, the foreign policy of 

India has been evolving to undertake leadership 

roles on the global stage. In a significant step in 

this direction, India will assume G20 Presidency 
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from December 1, 2022. "The G20 Presidency 

offers a unique opportunity to India to contribute 

to the global agenda on pressing issues of 

international importance. The logo, theme and 

website of our G20 Presidency would reflect 

India's message and overarching priorities to the 

world," the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) 

said in an earlier release. G20 is the premier 

forum for international economic cooperation 

representing around 85 per cent of the global 

GDP, over 75 per cent of the global trade, and 

about two-thirds of the world population. During 

the course of its G20 Presidency, India will be 

holding about 200 meetings in 32 different 

sectors in multiple locations across India. The 

G20 Summit to be held next year would be one 

of the highest-profile international gatherings to 

be hosted by India. Credit ANI 

 

15,000 killed by hot weather in Europe in 
2022 

At least 15,000 were killed by hot weather in 

Europe this year, said WHO Regional Director 

for Europe, Hans Henri Kluge on Monday. 

"Based on country data submitted so far, it is 

estimated that at least 15, 000 people died 

specifically due to the heat in 2022. Among 

those, nearly 4,000 deaths in Spain, more than 

1,000 in Portugal, more than 3,200 in the United 

Kingdom, and around 4,500 deaths in Germany 

were reported by health authorities during the 3 

months of summer," Kluge said in a statement. 

The WHO Regional said this estimate is expected 

to increase as more countries report on excess 

deaths due to heat. "For example, France's 

National Institute of Statistics and Economic 

Studies (INSEE) reported that more than 11 000 

more people died between 1 June and 22 August 

2022 compared with the same period in 2019 - the 

last year before the COVID-19 pandemic. INSEE 

suggested that these figures were "likely to be 

explained by the heatwave that occurred in mid-

July, after an initial heatwave episode as early as 

mid-June," he added. Temperatures in Europe 

have warmed significantly over the 1961-2021 

period, at an average rate of about 0.5 °C per 

decade. "This is the fastest-warming region, 

according to a report launched this week by the 

World Meteorological Organization (WMO). 

Extreme temperatures accounted for more than 

148 000 lives lost in the European Region in the 

previous 50 years. In just 1 year since, we lost at 

least another 15 000 lives," he said. "In 2021, 

high-impact weather and climate events led to 

hundreds of fatalities and directly affected over 

half a million people. About 84 per cent of these 

events were floods or storms," he added. These 

impacts on health that people in our Region are 

experiencing now with a 1.1 °C rise in global 

average temperature give just a glimpse of what 

we can expect if the temperature rises 2° C and 

above compared to preindustrial levels. This 

should sound the alarm for our future under a 

changing climate. Credit ANI 

Indus Water Treaty: India to assess 
appointment of Neutral Expert, Chair of the 
Court of Arbitration in hydroelectric projects 

India believes that the implementation of the 

Indus Water Treaty must be in the letter and spirit 

of the Treaty, the Ministry of External Affairs 

(MEA) said on Wednesday the day after World 

Bank appointed a Neutral Expert and a Chair of 

the Court of Arbitration in the matter related to 

two hydroelectric projects. "We have noted the 

World Bank's announcement to concurrently 

appoint a Neutral Expert and a Chair of the Court 

of Arbitration in the ongoing matter related to the 

Kishenganga and Ratle projects," the MEA said 

in a statement. Recognising the World Bank's 

admission in its announcement that carrying out 

two processes concurrently poses practical and 

legal challenges, the MEA said India will assess 

the matter. "India believes that the 

ANI 
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implementation of the Indus Water Treaty must 

be in the letter and spirit of the Treaty," the 

statement added. 

 
The MEA response follows World Bank's 

appointments in two separate processes requested 

by India and Pakistan in relation to the 

Kishenganga and Ratle hydroelectric power 

plants. It has appointed a chairman of the Court 

of Arbitration and a neutral expert "in line with 

its responsibilities" under the Indus Waters 

Treaty. A World Bank release said that the two 

countries disagree over whether the technical 

design features of the two hydroelectric plants 

contravene the Treaty. It said Pakistan asked the 

World Bank to facilitate the establishment of a 

Court of Arbitration to consider its concerns 

about the designs of the two hydroelectric power 

projects, while India asked for the appointment of 

a Neutral Expert to consider similar concerns 

over the two projects. Michel Lino has been 

appointed as the Neutral Expert and Sean Murphy 

has been appointed as Chairman of the Court of 

Arbitration. They will carry out their duties in 

their individual capacity as subject matter experts 

and independently of any other appointments 

they may currently hold, the release said. The 

World Bank said it continues to share the 

concerns of the parties that carrying out the two 

processes concurrently poses practical and legal 

challenges. "The World Bank is confident that the 

highly qualified experts appointed as Neutral 

Expert and as members of the Court of 

Arbitration will engage in fair and careful 

consideration of their jurisdictional mandate, as 

they are empowered to do by the Treaty," the 

release said. The Indus Waters Treaty was signed 

in 1960 after nine years of negotiations between 

India and Pakistan with the help of the World 

Bank, which is also a signatory. "The 

negotiations were the initiative of former World 

Bank President Eugene Black. Seen as one of the 

most successful international treaties, it has 

survived frequent tensions, including conflict, 

and has provided a framework for irrigation and 

hydropower development for more than half a 

century," according to the World Bank factsheet. 

The Treaty allocates the Western Rivers (Indus, 

Jhelum, Chenab) to Pakistan and the Eastern 

Rivers (Ravi, Beas, Sutlej) to India. At the same 

time, the Treaty allows each country certain uses 

on the rivers allocated to the other. Credit ANI 

 

Black Sea grain deal shipments on hold 
Wednesday, following Russia suspension 

 
The first shipment of over 26,000 tons of 

Ukrainian food under the Black Sea Grain 

Initiative, cleared to proceed towards its final 

destination in Lebanon. UN officials stationed at 

the Joint Coordination Centre (JCC) for the UN-

brokered Black Sea Grain Initiative have said 

there will be no movement of vessels on 

Wednesday, in the light of Russia’s decision to 

suspend its involvement in the deal. In the regular 

daily briefing to reporters in New York on 

Tuesday, UN Deputy Spokesperson, Farhan Haq, 

said the Ukrainian, Turkish and UN delegations 

that remain active in the deal, had reached 

agreement on the pause at the JCC, which is 

based in Istanbul. Russia declared that it was 

putting its involvement in the deal on hold last 

Saturday, and in the Security Council on 

Monday, Russia’s Permanent Representative told 

ambassadors debating his country’s withdrawal, 

at least for now, that the deal simply could not 

continue, without Russian participation. News 

reports on Tuesday quoted Russia’s ministry of 

defence saying it was “unacceptable” for 

shipping to use the safety corridor established by 

the grain initiative, accusing Ukraine of using it 

to “conduct operations” against Russia, which 

Ukraine has categorically denied. Door left open 

Russia has not ruled out re-engaging with the 

deal, and nor have its representatives left JCC 

headquarters in Istanbul, according to news 

reports. The deal is set to formally lapse in the 

middle of this month. The Initiative credited with 

ANI 
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lowering essential food prices and boosting the 

vital export of lifesaving foodstuffs to countries 

in danger of famine, was signed by the UN, 

Ukraine, Russia and Türkiye last July, and has 

transported close to 10 million metric tonnes of 

grain from three Ukrainian ports along agreed 

routes, with joint inspections conducted by the 

JCC. Mr. Haq said that operations that were 

already underway before Russia’s suspension, 

had continued, with 36 inspections carried out on 

board outbound ships during Tuesday. “The 

teams boarded another two ships, but the process 

was suspended due to issues related to fumigated 

cargo. All inspection reports will be shared with 

the Russian and Ukrainian delegations”, he said. 

‘Temporary’ movements “The UN Secretariat 

reiterates that movements and inspections carried 

out after the Russian Federation suspended its 

participation in implementation activities at the 

Joint Coordination Centre, is a temporary and 

extraordinary measure.” Mr. Haq said UN 

Coordinator for the Secretary-General’s 

signature Initiative, Amir Abdulla, was 

cooperating closely with the Turkish delegation 

at the JCC, and “is exerting all efforts to resume 

full participation”. He added that three outbound 

vessels had used the maritime humanitarian 

corridor, on Tuesday, as agreed by the three 

remaining delegations to the JCC. Russia 

informed “The Russian delegation to the JCC has 

been informed. Those vessels are carrying a total 

of 84,490 metric tonnes of grain and food 

products.” As of Tuesday, the total tonnage of 

grain and foodstuffs moved from Ukrainian ports 

under the Black Sea Grain Initiative is more than 

9.7 million metric tonnes. Heavy traffic On 

Monday, 46 inspections on board outbound 

vessels were completed by UN and Turkish 

inspectors. Also on Monday, a total of 14 vessels, 

12 outbound and two inbound, including a vessel 

chartered by the World Food Programme (WFP), 

used the humanitarian corridor safely. Credit ANI 

China seeks to carve out greater share of the 
global arms market 
From 8-13 November, China held its premier 

aerospace and defense show at Zhuhai 

International Airport in this southern port city. 

Foreigners were not invited, and there was a 

palpable air of tension due to the possibility of a 

snap lockdown as China attempts to eliminate 

COVID-19. Nonetheless, as with previous 

editions of the biennial show, there were a great 

number of new platforms and important 

revelations emanating from Airshow China 2022. 

Of course, there was a typically bewildering array 

of weapons, vehicles, helicopters and aircraft as 

Chinese industry seeks to meet the needs of the 

rapidly modernizing People's Liberation Army 

(PLA), and to capture lucrative export markets. 

Indeed, just about all of the weapons and 

platforms currently used by the PLA are available 

for export now. China State Shipbuilding 

Corporation (CSSC), for example, was 

promoting its export-version Type 052DE 

destroyer. This is the first time this advanced 

warship has been marketed in the international 

arena. A Type 052DE brochure listed a length of 

approximately 159m and displacement of 6,800t 

for the destroyer. It has a cruising speed of 16 

knots over a range of 4,000 nautical miles, or a 

maximum speed of 28 knots. CSSC listed typical 

sensors and weapon systems, though "the main 

subsystems or equipment could be selected 

according to the user's demands". Such 

statements, highlighting China's accommodation 

of diverse customer requirements, are very 

important. Indeed, it was a recurrent theme at 

Airshow China 2022, as Beijing seeks to corner 

more and more of the global arms trade. 

Remember too that Russia is embroiled in a bitter 

war with Ukraine, with vast amounts of vehicles, 

aircraft, helicopters, small arms and munitions 

expended or lost. Given the seriousness of its 

losses, and the impact of Western-led sanctions, 

Moscow's supply chain has been severely 

disrupted. This means it will be increasingly 

difficult to supply the Russian armed forces, let 

alone the export markets it has long relied upon 

for extra cash. Indeed, it is difficult to see how 

Russian arms exports will not be severely dented 

ANI 
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by its violence in Ukraine. This provides China 

with even greater opportunities to garner export 

sales. It has already been doing very well in sales 

to markets such as Africa, the Middle East and 

Asia, and it is opportunistically looking to kick 

on even further. Note also that weapon sales are 

a powerful geopolitical tool to curry favor and 

leverage ongoing influence over dependent 

clients for many years to come. China, with its 

powerful economic clout, can offer attractive 

pricing, loans and deals that will bring countries 

into Beijing's inescapable orbit. One example is 

Thailand, whose military junta found a willing 

ally in China when others like the USA shunned 

it. Thailand has been buying up all manner of 

weapons, such as main battle tanks, infantry 

fighting vehicles, radars, surface-to-air missiles, 

submarines and a landing platform dock ship 

(currently undergoing sea trials), from China. 

Credit ANI 

Oil and Gas Methane Partnership

 
The report covers the second year of progress of 

the Oil and Gas Methane Partnership 2.0 (OGMP 

2.0), UNEP’s flagship mechanism to help 

companies target mitigation actions and allocate 

capital efficiently. Sixty members are on the 

programme’s “Gold Standard” pathway having 

committed in their implementation plans to 

sequentially improve the quality of their reported 

data – and are showing progress in moving 

towards measurement-based estimates of 

methane emissions. However, twelve member 

companies are not on track: two lost their Gold 

Standard status compared to last year, seven did 

not achieve it either year, and three companies 

reporting for the first time in 2022, did not 

achieve it. Meanwhile, recently published studies 

set the estimate for total global methane 

emissions from the industry at 80-140 million 

tons per year, while the International Energy 

Agency’s (IEA) methane tracker estimates 

emissions at the lower end of this range. Yet, total 

emissions from this year’s reporting by OGMP 

2.0 member companies are 1.3 million tons of 

methane for both operated and non-operated 

assets. This represents a large discrepancy 

between the estimates of global industry 

emissions and the proportional share reported by 

partnership’s member companies. Although the 

quality of reported data has improved, the agency 

warns that the majority of assets are not yet 

reporting measurement-based emissions, and a 

significant amount of assets non-operated by 

OGMP 2.0 member companies haven’t been 

reported yet. Fossil fuels emit air pollutants that 

are harmful to both the environment and public 

health. The importance of reducing methane 

emissions To keep the average temperature 

increase at 1.5°C, the world needs urgently to 

reduce methane emissions by about a third, 

according to the latest Intergovernmental Panel 

on Climate Change (IPCC) Assessment 

Report published in April 2022. But reducing 

methane emissions does not reduce the urgency 

of transitioning away from fossil fuels. UNEP 

explains that while a rapid transition away from 

fossil fuels is the ultimate goal, it is also 

important to curb methane emissions during the 

transition. “Looking at the bigger picture, the best 

way for the oil and gas industry to end methane 

emissions, and all emissions, is to rethink entirely 

their roles as energy companies. Credit ANI 

19 life-threatening fungi listed in bid to 
tackle antifungal resistance 

 
Fungal pathogens are a major threat to public 

health as they are becoming increasingly 

common and resistant to treatment. If you had to 

name some of the planet’s most life-threatening 

fungal diseases, would you know where to begin?  

If not, then look no further than the UN World 

Health Organization (WHO), which has just 

catalogued the 19 fungi that represent the greatest 

public health risk today.   Tweet URL The aim of 

listing these fungal “priority pathogens” is to 

promote research and strengthen our response to 

fungal infections and antifungal resistance. 

People most at risk are those with underlying 

health problems or a weakened immune system, 
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WHO said. And just how important the issue is, 

was demonstrated during the COVID-19 

pandemic, when invasive fungal infections 

increased significantly among hospitalized 

patients, “often with devastating consequences”. 

New groups at risk of invasive fungal disease are 

constantly being identified,” WHO warned on 

Tuesday. “As the fungi that cause common 

infections - such as candida oral and vaginal 

thrush – become increasingly resistant to 

treatment, risks for the development of more 

invasive forms of infections in the general 

population are also growing.” Growing public 

health concern There are only four types of 

antifungal medicine available today, which is a 

problem, as fungal infections are becoming more 

common and resistant to treatment. Even more 

worrying is the fact that “most fungal pathogens 

lack rapid and sensitive diagnostics, and those 

(medicines) that exist are not widely available or 

affordable globally”, WHO said. People at 

greatest risk from invasive fungal infections 

include those with cancer, HIV or AIDS, organ 

transplants, chronic respiratory disease and 

tuberculosis. Latest data shared by WHO 

indicates that fungal diseases are expanding in 

number and reach worldwide. Global warming 

and the increase of international travel and trade 

are believed to be responsible, the UN health 

agency said Among its top recommendations to 

countries seeking to tackle fungal disease, WHO 

urged the strengthening of laboratory and 

surveillance capacities, to better understand the 

burden of infection and antifungal resistance. 

“Resistance to antifungal medicines is partly 

driven by inappropriate antifungal use,” WHO 

said, noting that the ill-judged use of antifungals 

in agriculture had been linked to rising infections 

of a common mould that has the capacity to 

spread, Aspergillus fumigatus. The UN health 

agency’s catalogue focuses on fungal pathogens 

that can cause “invasive acute and subacute 

systemic fungal infections” which have proved 

resistant to medication. The pathogens are ranked 

and listed in three priority groups: critical, high 

and medium. The critical group includes 

Cryptococcus neoformans, Candida auris, 

Aspergillus fumigatus and Candida albicans. The 

high group includes Nakaseomyces glabrata 

(Candida glabrata), Histoplasma spp., 

eumycetoma causative agents, Mucorales, 

Fusarium spp., Candida tropicalis and Candida 

parapsilosis. Pathogens in the medium group are 

Scedosporium spp., Lomentospora prolificans, 

Coccidioides spp., Pichia kudriavzeveii (Candida 

krusei), Cryptococcus gattii, Talaromyces 

marneffei, Pneumocystis jirovecii and 

Paracoccidioides spp. Credit UN 

India's first solar-powered village promotes 
green energy, sustainability and self-reliance 

 
Conversion to a clean, renewable energy source 

is not only enabling the villagers to run more 

electrical household gadgets to make life 

comfortable, without worrying about the 

electricity bill. It is also becoming a source of 

income for them. “If this solar is installed across 

the country it would be really advantageous. It 

feels like the Sun God is providing us energy 

through its light. This benefit that our Modhera 

village has got, should reach the entire country,” 

Interacting with the villagers of Modhera during 

his visit, UN Secretary-General António 

Guterres hailed the efforts of the Government and 

the residents. Armed with a large array of solar 

panels on the rooftops of houses, on Government 

schools, bus stops, utility buildings, car parks and 

even the premises of the Sun Temple, Modhera 

benefits from the six-megawatt installed capacity 

power plant in nearby Sujjanpura village.  With 

the village consumption merely one to two 

megawatts, the excess is added to the 

transmission grid. Government schools, bus stops 

and utility buildings in the village of Modhera in 

Gujarat, India, now run entirely on solar power. 

“There are three major components to this entire 

project. One is our ground mounted 6-megawatt 

project. The second is the 15-megawatt battery 

storage system and the third is the one-kilowatt 

rooftops installed on 1,300 houses,” the Chief 

Project Officer of Gujarat Power Corporation  

Limited (GPCL), Rajendra Mistry, explained. 

“Out of the 1,000 rooftops we have provided in 

the village, the electricity that comes out is first 

consumed by the people of the village, and the 

excess electricity is then given to the grid.” 

Funded by the Government of India and the 

UN 
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Government of Gujarat, the estimated cost of the 

entire project is $9.7 million. What sets it apart is 

the fact that Modhera is also the first village to 

become a net renewable energy generator. Solar 

panels on the rooftops of houses in Modhera, 

located in Gujarat state, India. “This is the first 

village in India where even during the night, the 

energy consumed by the villagers comes from the 

solar component. That’s the speciality of this 

project,” said Vikalp Bhardwaj, Managing 

Director of Gujarat Power Corporation Limited. 

Credit UN 

Plastics are piling up in soil across the world 
warns UN environment agency 

 
Plastics used in farming activities are 

accumulating in agricultural soil worldwide at an 

alarming rate, a new report by the UN 

Environment Programme (UNEP) published on 

Monday reveals. Plastics are used extensively in 

agriculture, from plastic-coated seeds to 

protective wraps used to modify soil temperature 

and prevent weed growth over crops. These 

synthetic materials also added intentionally to 

biosolid fertilizer, which is spread on fields, and 

are used in irrigation tubes, sacks and bottles. 

While all these products have helped increase 

crop yields, there is growing evidence that 

degraded plastics are contaminating the soil and 

impacting biodiversity and soil health, the report 

warns. Moreover, microplastics, such as the one 

used in some fertilizers, are also impacting 

human health when transferred to people through 

the food chain. “There is only a finite amount of 

agricultural land available,” said report’s co-

author Professor Elaine Baker from the 

University of Sydney. “We are starting to 

understand that the build-up of plastic can have 

wide-ranging impacts on soil health, biodiversity 

and productivity, all of which are vital for food 

security”. 

Menos Plástico es Fantástico A.C Microplastics 

come in a large variety of sizes, colours and 

chemical compositions, and include fibres, 

fragments, pellets, flakes, sheets or foams. 

Everything’s affected by plastic UNEP’s experts 

explain that over time, big pieces of plastic can 

break into shards less than 5 mm long and seep 

into the soil. These microplastics can change the 

physical structure of the earth underfoot and limit 

its capacity to hold water. They also can affect 

plants by reducing root growth and nutrient 

uptake. Currently the single-biggest source of 

microplastic pollution in soil, is fertilizers 

produced from organic matter such as manure. 

Although these can be cheaper and better for the 

environment that manufactured fertilizers, the 

manure is mixed with the same plastic 

microspheres that are known to be commonly 

used in certain soaps, shampoos, and makeup 

products. While some countries have banned 

these microspheres, other microplastics continue 

to enter our water systems via discarded cigarette 

filters, tire components, and synthetic clothing 

fibres. Credit UN 

New milestone in battle against illegal, 
unregulated fishing

 
Global action to fight illegal, unreported, and 

unregulated (IUU) fishing has intensified, the 

Food and Agriculture Organization said on 

Monday, noting that 100 States have now signed 

on to an international agreement battling the 

scourge. The Agreement on Port State Measures 

(PSMA) is the first internationally binding 

instrument specifically designed to prevent, 

deter, and eliminate IUU fishing by denying port 

access to foreign vessels that engage in or support 

such practices. “Rising consumer demand and 

transforming agrifood systems in fisheries and 

aquaculture have driven global fish production to 

its highest levels and there is broad recognition of 

UN 
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the need to step up the fight against IUU fishing”, 

said QU Dongyu, FAO Director-General. One in 

five, illegal One in every five fish caught around 

the world each year is estimated to originate from 

IUU fishing This not only triggers devastating 

impacts on the sustainability of fisheries and the 

livelihoods of those who depend on them but also 

on the conservation of marine ecosystems. IUU 

fishing undermines national, regional, and global 

efforts to achieve sustainable fisheries and its 

elimination is key to succeeding in reaching the 

UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

The right move However, with Angola, Eritrea, 

Morocco, and Nigeria being the latest countries 

to back the agreement, 60 per cent of port States 

globally are now committed to the agreement to 

combat IUU fishing. “It is encouraging to see 

more States support the PSMA in support of 

the Sustainable Development Goals”, said the top 

FAO official. ‘Transforming aquatic food 

systems’ So far, FAO has assisted more than 50 

countries in reviewing their legislation; 

strengthening their institutional capacity; and 

improving their monitoring, control and 

surveillance systems and operations, to 

effectively implement the agreement, and fulfil 

their international responsibilities. Credit UN 

COP27 begins a ‘new era to do things 
differently’, UN climate change chief 
declares as pivotal conference gets 
underway 

The UN Climate Change Conference in Sharm el-

Sheik, Egypt, should shift the world towards 

implementation of previously agreed plans to 

tackle humanity’s greatest challenge, Simon 

Stiell, the new Executive Secretary of the UN 

Climate Convention (UNFCCC), said on Sunday 

at the opening of COP27. “Today a new era  

begins – and we begin to do things differently. 

Paris gave us the agreement. Katowice and 

Glasgow gave us the plan. Sharm el-Sheik shifts 

us to implementation. No one can be a mere 

passenger on this journey. This is the signal that 

times have changed,” Mr. Stiell told delegates 

gathered in the main plenary room of the Tonino 

Lamborghini International Convention Centre. 

The UN climate chief said leaders –be they 

Presidents, Prime Ministers or CEOs – would be 

held to account for promises they made last year 

in Glasgow. “Because our policies, our 

businesses, our infrastructure, our actions, be 

they personal or public, must be aligned with the 

Paris Agreement and with the [UN Climate] 

Convention”, he underscored. The UNFCCC 

convention entered into force on 21 March 1994 

to prevent “dangerous” human interference with 

the climate system. Today, ratified by 198 

countries, it has near-universal membership. The 

Paris Agreement, agreed in 2016, works as an 

extension of that convention. Deliver what has 

been promised Acknowledging the current 

complex geopolitical situation, Mr. Stiell said 

that COP27 is an opportunity to create a safe 

political space, shielded from whatever is going 

on “out there”, to work and deliver world change. 

“Here in Sharm el-Sheikh, we have a duty to 

speed up our international efforts to turn words 

into actions”, he emphasized. The UNFCCC 

Executive Secretary underlined three critical 

lines of action for the Conference: Demonstrate a 

transformation shift to implementation by putting 

negotiations into concrete actions. Cement 

progress on the critical workstreams – mitigation, 

adaptation, finance and crucially – loss and 

damage. Enhance the delivery of the principles of 

transparency and accountability throughout the 

process. “I welcome detailed plans on how we 

deliver what we have promised”, he told 

delegates. Credit UN 

Global food imports on track to reach all-
time high: FAO 

 
Food import costs globally are projected to reach 

nearly $2 trillion this year, or higher than 

previously expected, the UN Food and 

Agriculture Organization (FAO) said in a report 

published on Friday. The new forecast of $1.94 

UN 
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trillion would represent an all-time high and a 10 

per cent increase over the record level of 2021.  

However, the pace of increase is expected to slow 

down in response to higher food prices and the 

depreciation of currencies against the United 

States dollar, according to the latest Food 

Outlook report. ‘Alarming signs’ Food prices 

rose worldwide following Russia’s invasion of 

Ukraine but have somewhat decreased. Together, 

these countries produce around 30 per cent of all 

wheat exports, in addition to other grains and 

related foodstuffs.  Although the bulk of the 

increase in the global food import bill will be 

accounted for by richer countries, rising food 

costs have disproportionately affected poorer 

nations.  The aggregate costs for food imports for 

low-income countries is expected to remain 

almost unchanged, even though it is predicted to 

shrink by 10 percent in volume terms, pointing to 

growing accessibility issues for these countries.  

“These are alarming signs from a food security 

perspective, indicating importers are finding it 

difficult to finance rising international costs, 

potentially heralding an end of their resilience to 

higher international prices”, FAO said. 

Deepening differences, The Food Outlook report 

warns that existing differences are likely to 

become more pronounced. High-income 

countries will continue to import from the entire 

spectrum of food products, while their 

developing world counterparts will increasingly 

focus on staple items.  Last month, the 

International Monetary Fund (IMF) approved a 

new Food Shock Window to provide emergency 

financing to lower-income countries. FAO has 

welcomed the move, calling it an important step 

to ease the burden of soaring food import costs.  

Agriculture-related imports the report also 

assesses expenditures on imported agricultural 

inputs. This year, the global bill is expected to 

jump by nearly 50 per cent to $424 billion, or 

some 112 per cent over 2020, driven largely by 

higher costs for imported energy and fertilizers. 

Negative repercussions for global agricultural 

output and food security” are likely to extend into 

2023, said FAO. Credit UN 

Sri Lanka: Cost-of-living crunch threatens to 
sink millions already facing hard choices  
Amid a looming food security crisis linked to Sri 

Lanka’s cost-of-living crunch, the country’s most 

vulnerable breadwinners wonder how much 

longer they can cope, as the Government battles 

the nation’s worst economic crisis since 

independence in 1948.  Long before the country’s 

first-ever international debt default in May 2022 

and Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, which added to 

the country’s problems, tea estate labourer 

Nagamma had already cut back on meals, as 

global trade froze during the coronavirus 

pandemic.  Blood, sweat and leeches  Her 

precarious situation in Sri Lanka’s central 

highlands hasn’t changed, but it’s not for want of 

trying.   “We work even when it rains and while 

the leeches suck our blood,” she says, peering out 

from her worker’s bungalow at the 100-acre 

plantation where she started work aged 14. “We 

can't afford to buy chicken, fish or any other 

meat. We only eat vegetables and leaves. It is 

difficult for us to even send our children to school 

and even provide them proper meals. We are 

going through a very hard time.”  Wearing a worn 

plastic sheet wrapped around her tiny waist, 

barista-style, and an oversize quilt jacket that’s 

more of a sponge than a barrier to the rain, the 38-

year-old mother-of-four heads out into the 

plantation to start her eight-hour shift. Carrying a 

family at best, Nagamma can hope to earn $3 per 

day as a tea-plucker, assuming that she meets her 

daily quota of between 16 and 20 kilogrammes of 

leaves – the equivalent of two full sacks. But 

spiralling prices mean that she can buy less than 

half the amount of rice and flour that she used to, 

making it harder than ever to feed the 10 relatives 

who share her cramped cottage.  “Nutritious food 

like vegetables, fruits, protein-rich diets simply 

are simply out of reach.  We need to act now to 

ensure that this situation doesn't further 

deteriorate,” says Rushini Perrera, Head of 

Resilience, Emergency Preparedness, Response 

and Social Protection at the UN World Food 

Programme (WFP). “The latest surveys indicated 

that this is escalating further, with households not 

consuming adequate diets across the nation.” 

Credit UN 
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NASA Sets Coverage for Artemis I Moon 
Mission Launch  
NASA’s Space Launch System rocket with the 

Orion spacecraft for Artemis I arrived to Launch 

Pad 39B at Kennedy Space Center in Florida 

Nov. 4. Launch of the uncrewed Artemis I flight 

test is targeted for Nov. 14. Artemis I is the first 

integrated flight test of NASA’s Space Launch 

System (SLS) rocket, an uncrewed Orion 

spacecraft, and the ground systems at the 

agency’s Kennedy Space Center in Florida that 

will pave the way for a crewed test flight and 

future human lunar exploration as part of 

Artemis. Engineers previously rolled the rocket 

back to the Vehicle Assembly Building  Sept. 26 

ahead of Hurricane Ian and after waving off two 

previous launch attempts Aug. 29 due to a faulty 

temperature sensor, and Sept. 4 due to a liquid 

hydrogen leak at an interface between the rocket 

and mobile launcher. Prior to rolling back to the 

VAB, teams successfully repaired the leak and 

demonstrated updated tanking procedures. While 

in the VAB, teams performed 

standard maintenance to repair minor damage to 

the foam and cork on the thermal protection 

system and recharge or replace batteries 

throughout the system. A limited number of seats 

inside the auditorium will be available during 

briefings to previously credentialed on-site 

journalists on a first-come, first-served basis. The 

deadline has passed for media accreditation for 

in-person coverage of this launch.  

Credit NASA  

 

As Psyche Mission Moves Forward, NASA 
Responds to Independent Review 

This illustration depicts NASA's Psyche 

spacecraft. Set to launch in 2023, the Psyche 

mission will explore a metal-rich asteroid of the 

same name that lies in the main asteroid belt 

between Mars and Jupiter. NASA and the 

agency’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) in 

Southern California, which leads Psyche, shared 

a response Friday to the results of an independent 

review board convened to determine why the 

mission to study a metal-rich asteroid of the same 

name missed its planned 2022 launch 

opportunity. The mission is moving forward 

as previously announced, and NASA will 

incorporate recommendations from the board to 

ensure its success. The review board – convened 

at the request of NASA and JPL – found a 

significant factor in the delay was an imbalance 

between the workload and the available 

workforce at JPL. NASA will work closely with 

JPL management over the coming months to 

address the challenges raised in the report. The 

board will meet again in spring 2023 to assess 

progress. For the Psyche mission, the board 

recommended increasing staffing, establishing 

open communications and an improved reporting 

system, as well as strengthening the review 

system to better highlight what issues might 

affect mission success. In response, the Psyche 

project has added appropriately experienced 

leaders and project staff throughout the project, 

including filling the project chief engineer and 

guidance navigation and control cognizant 

engineer positions. JPL also formed a team to 

actively manage the staffing shortage across 

multiple projects including Psyche. “We 

NASA 

http://www.nasa.gov/artemis-1
https://blogs.nasa.gov/artemis/2022/09/26/artemis-i-moon-rocket-departs-launch-pad-39b-ahead-of-hurricane-ian/
https://blogs.nasa.gov/artemis/2022/09/26/artemis-i-moon-rocket-departs-launch-pad-39b-ahead-of-hurricane-ian/
https://blogs.nasa.gov/artemis/2022/08/30/nasa-targets-sept-3-for-next-artemis-i-moon-mission-launch-attempt/
https://blogs.nasa.gov/artemis/2022/08/30/nasa-targets-sept-3-for-next-artemis-i-moon-mission-launch-attempt/
https://blogs.nasa.gov/artemis/2022/09/03/nasa-to-stand-down-on-artemis-i-launch-attempts-in-early-september-reviewing-options/
https://blogs.nasa.gov/artemis/2022/09/03/nasa-to-stand-down-on-artemis-i-launch-attempts-in-early-september-reviewing-options/
https://www.nasa.gov/feature/nasa-continues-psyche-asteroid-mission
https://www.nasa.gov/sites/default/files/thumbnails/image/sls_rocket.jpg
https://www.nasa.gov/sites/default/files/thumbnails/image/psyche_for_release_nov_4.jpg
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welcome this opportunity to hear the independent 

review board’s findings and have a chance to 

address the concerns,” said Thomas Zurbuchen, 

associate administrator of NASA’s Science 

Mission Directorate in Washington. “It’s our job 

to notice issues early – this report is essentially a 

canary in the coal mine – and address them. 

Information like this helps us for more than just 

Psyche, but also for upcoming key missions such 

as Europa Clipper and Mars Sample Return.” The 

independent review board also looked at JPL as a 

whole. The report made recommendations to 

address what it called inadequate flight project 

staffing – in both number of personnel and 

experience – as well as erosion of line 

organization technical acumen, and the post-

pandemic work environment. In response, 

changes to JPL’s organizational reporting 

structure and reviews are in work, which along 

with other actions, are designed to increase 

institutional insight and oversight of missions 

including Psyche. JPL also is instituting new 

internal staffing approaches and working with 

industrial partners to support staffing needs and 

to redouble efforts to strengthen experienced 

leadership at all levels. “I appreciate the 

thoughtful work of the Psyche independent 

review board,” said Laurie Leshin, JPL director. 

“The board members worked diligently over the 

past several months to help JPL uncover and 

understand issues related to the delay of the 

Psyche launch. Their insights are helping JPL and 

NASA take the steps necessary to ensure success 

on Psyche and future missions.” To support JPL’s 

staffing needs, NASA anticipates delaying the 

launch of the Venus Emissivity, Radio Science, 

InSAR, Topography, and Spectroscopy 

(VERITAS) mission for at least three years. This 

choice would allow experienced staff at JPL to 

complete development of strategic flagship 

missions further along in their development. A 

delay of VERITAS, a mission in early 

formulation, would also free up additional 

resources to enable the continuation of 

Psyche and positively affect other planetary  

funding needs.  

Credit NASA 

 

 
 

The Moon turn red during a lunar eclipse 
The same phenomenon that makes our sky blue 

and our sunsets red causes the Moon to turn red 

during a lunar eclipse.  It’s called Rayleigh 

scattering. Light travels in waves, and different 

colors of light have different physical properties. 

Blue light has a shorter wavelength and is 

scattered more easily by particles in Earth’s 

atmosphere than red light, which has a longer 

wavelength. 

During a lunar eclipse, Earth’s atmosphere 

scatters sunlight. The blue light from the Sun 

scatters away, and longer-wavelength red, 

orange, and yellow light pass through, turning our 

Moon red. *This image is not to scale. Credit: 

NASA Goddard Space Flight Center/Scientific 

Visualization Studio Red light, on the other hand, 

travels more directly through the atmosphere. 

When the Sun is overhead, we see blue light 

throughout the sky. But when the Sun is setting, 

sunlight must pass through more atmosphere and 

travel farther before reaching our eyes. The blue 

light from the Sun scatters away, and longer-

wavelength red, orange, and yellow light pass 

through. During a lunar eclipse, the Moon turns 

red because the only sunlight reaching the Moon 

passes through Earth’s atmosphere. The more 

dust or clouds in Earth’s atmosphere during the 

eclipse, the redder the Moon will appear. It’s as if 

all the world’s sunrises and sunsets are projected 

onto the Moon. Artist’s depiction of the Earth 

during a lunar eclipse from the surface of the 

Moon. Credit: NASA Goddard Space Flight 

Center/Scientific Visualization Studio  

Credit NASA 

NASA 

https://spaceplace.nasa.gov/blue-sky/en/
https://spaceplace.nasa.gov/blue-sky/en/
https://svs.gsfc.nasa.gov/14143
https://svs.gsfc.nasa.gov/14143
https://svs.gsfc.nasa.gov/14143
https://moon.nasa.gov/resources/98/lunar-eclipse-of-april-15-2014/
https://moon.nasa.gov/resources/98/lunar-eclipse-of-april-15-2014/
https://moon.nasa.gov/system/internal_resources/details/original/495_Rayleigh_during_lunar_eclipse.jpeg
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World Children’s Day 

World Children’s Day was first established in 1954 as Universal Children's Day and is celebrated on 20 

November each year to promote international togetherness, awareness among children worldwide, and 

improving children's welfare. November 20th is an important date as it is the date in 1959 when the UN 

General Assembly adopted the Declaration of the Rights of the Child. It is also the date in 1989 when the 

UN General Assembly adopted the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Since 1990, World Children's 

Day also marks the anniversary of the date that the UN General Assembly adopted both the Declaration 

and the Convention on children's rights. Mothers and fathers, teachers, nurses and doctors, government 

leaders and civil society activists, religious and community elders, corporate moguls and media 

professionals, as well as young people and children themselves, can play an important part in making 

World Children's Day relevant for their societies, communities and nations. World Children's Day offers 

each of us an inspirational entry-point to advocate, promote and celebrate children's rights, translating into 

dialogues and actions that will build a better world for children. Credit UN 
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