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China earthquake death toll rises to 65

The strong 6.8 magnitude earthquake that hit the
Sichuan province in China on Monday has so far
claimed 65 lives while leaving 248 people injured
and 12 missing, local media reported on Tuesday.
According to China Earthquake Networks
Center, a total of 10 aftershocks of 3.0-magnitude
or above have been recorded, including one
earthquake of 4.0 to 4.9 magnitude, nine
earthquakes of 3.0 to 3.9 magnitude, and the
largest aftershocks of 4.2 magnitudes so far.
Among 65 deaths, 37 are in Garze Tibetan
Autonomous Prefecture, where Luding county is
located and 28 in Ya’an city, as of 7:00 am on
Tuesday and more than 50,000 people have
relocated, the Global Times reported. As per the
Ministry of Transport, over 350 people have been
stranded on Luding-Shimian Expressway,
comprising 336 construction workers and 20
managers. Expressway tollbooths opened up over
700 special channels for earthquake relief. All
service areas along the Chengdu-Luding
Expressway have been fully stocked with
epidemic prevention supplies, oil products, food
materials and other emergency supplies. More
than 1,900 officers, armed police and soldiers of
the People’s Liberation Army PLA Western
Theater Command rushed to the earthquake-hit
area and arrived at the epicentre area at 8 am on
Tuesday, engaging in the transport of the injured,
road dredging, victim search and other rescue
work, Global Times reported. As a result of the
earthquake, the power supply in the province was
cut off, however, State Grid Sichuan Electric
Power Company said that nearly 22,000
households in the earthquake-stricken area have
been restored after overnight emergency repair.
Chinese President Xi Jinping requested for allout relief efforts to prioritise saving lives and
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minimizing casualties after a 6.8-magnitude
earthquake jolted Luding county, Global Times
reported. China’s Red Cross Society has initiated
a Level-III emergency response, with the first
batch of relief materials consisting of 320 tents,
2,200 relief packages, 1,200 quilts and 300
folding beds dispatched to the affected area. The
Red Cross has also sent a working group there to
help with the relief and rescue work. Sichuan
province has activated the second-highest level of
emergency response for the earthquake and more
rescue forces are rushing to the epicentre area.
The earthquake jolted Luding County at 12:52
p.m. Monday (Beijing Time), according to the
China Earthquake Networks Center (CENC). The
epicentre was monitored at 29.59 degrees north
latitude and 102.08 degrees east longitude, at a
depth of 16 km, the CENC said. The epicentre is
39 km away from the county seat of Luding and
there are several villages within the 5-km range
around the epicentre. The tremor was felt in
Chengdu, capital of Sichuan, which is 226 km
away from the epicentre. The quake was felt
around 200 kilometres (125 miles) away in the
provincial capital, Chengdu, where a COVID-19
outbreak has restricted most of its 21 million
residents to their compounds under China’s strict
“zero-COVID” policy. Credit ANI

Ukraine’s Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant cut
from main power line again

Europe’s largest nuclear plant, Zaporizhzhia
Nuclear Power Plant, once again went off in the
early hours of the day amid the shelling that
destroyed a key power line. These claims came a
day after a team of inspections from the UN
nuclear agency arrived at the plant to inspect for
damage, Al Jazeera reported citing local Russianbacked authorities. However, earlier, Vladimir
Rogov, a member of the main council of the
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regional military-civil administration, said that
the power plant is working properly despite the
shelling by Ukrainian troops and there was no
critical damage. Late on Friday night, Rogov said
on Telegram that the ZNPP had been shelled by
Ukrainian troops and that a power line was
damaged. One of the shells landed between the
second and third power units and the nuclear
power plant was switched to power supply for its
own needs, Rogov specified. “The nuclear power
plant continues to operate in the usual mode. Two
power units – the fifth and sixth – continue to
operate and supply voltage to the grid of 540 and
530 megawatts, respectively,” Rogov told
Sputnik. He added that there was no critical
damage to the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant
as a result of the Ukrainian troops’ Friday night
shelling. On August 31, the fourteen-membered
team of the IAEA arrived in Ukraine. During
their visit, IAEA chief Rafael Grossi said that the
physical integrity of the Zaporizhzhia nuclear
power station in south-eastern Ukraine has been
“violated”. Credit ANI

Sindh villagers trapped as Pakistan’s largest
lake Manchar overflows

Sindh villagers are trapped due to flooding
caused by the overflowing of Pakistan’s largest
lake Manchar.“There is too much water. We are
going to drown.” That was the warning from the
villagers of Sehta Sehanj, reported CNN. Lake
Manchar has swelled to an area hundreds of
square kilometres wide due to the combined
effects of a heavy monsoon and melting glaciers
— breached its banks for what was at least the
third time on Tuesday, leaving nearby villages
under several feet of water. New satellite images
from the European Space Agency’s (ESA)
Sentinel Labs show how the lake has swelled
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over the past two months into an area covering
hundreds of square kilometres following record
levels of rain. What were once islands and
peninsulas in the lake have disappeared and
surrounding land has been swallowed up,
reported CNN. The satellite images also show
that despite the breaches water levels at the lake
remain dangerously high suggesting there may be
more misery to come for nearby villagers.
Pakistani authorities are in a desperate race
against time to lower water levels at the lake in
Sindh the country’s second most populous
province, home to nearly 48 million people
fearing that a full-scale breach of its banks could
inundate nearby cities, reported CNN. To avert
that scenario, they allowed the lake to overflow
twice on Sunday to divert some of the lake’s
waters into less densely populated areas. But this
has led to flooding in smaller villages that has
affected around 135,000 people, Sindh
province’s irrigation minister Jam Khan Shoro
told CNN on Wednesday. Shoro said the move
was necessary to avoid wider flooding in the
district of Dadu, home to around 1.55 million
people. The lake also overflowed on Tuesday, in
what officials said was a natural occurrence and
not part of efforts to divert the water. Shoro said
officials had on Sunday tried to warn people in
towns near the lake that it would overflow and
had urged people to leave the area, reported CNN.
“We are trying our best to provide relief to the
people but the scale of the disaster is so high and
the number of people affected is also so high,” he
said. “It’s nearly impossible for our government
to provide everyone with shelter, food, and
medicine. It’s difficult.” Murad Ali Shah, the
chief minister of Sindh, said Wednesday he did
not want the lake to overflow but if authorities
had not diverted the water, cities up to 100
kilometres (62 miles) from the lake such as
Sehwan, Dadu and Mehar would have been put in
danger. While those areas have been spared, at
least for now, villages nearby are bearing the
brunt. “(Our) village is submerged. There is no
way to go (to it),” said Noor Mohammad Thebo,
who spoke to CNN on a roadside as rapidly
flowing water swirled around his ankles. Thebo
said 10 to 15 families had been cut off by the
rising waters in his village near the lake and that
water up to 1.5 meters (five feet) deep now
covered its main access road making any rescue
efforts a dangerous affair. Credit ANI
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G7’s global infrastructure and investment
initiative to checkmate China’s BRI

Monetary Fund, too, has issued a warning to
other nations against the danger posed by
indebtedness, citing the instance of the
unprecedented economic crisis in Sri Lanka.
Meanwhile, the PGII aims to build projects
through grants and investments, while under the
BRI China extends large amounts of loans that
have to be usually paid over 10 years. The G7 has
pledged USD 600 billion by 2027 under the PGII,
but the actual amount available could be much
more, as under PGII a large private capital could
also be mobilised. Credit ANI

Japan's wind power sector shines
The Group of Seven (G7) countries in June 2022
came out with a new programme Partnership for
Global Infrastructure and Investment (PGII) to
meet the financial and technical needs for
building quality infrastructure in low- and
middle-income countries in order to end the
dominance of China’s Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI). Valerio Fabbri, writing in Geopolitica.info
said that unlike Chinese projects plagued by low
cost, loose standards, and hurried timelines, the
PGII initiative can be a major win for global
welfare and sustainable development, with its
emphasis on human infrastructure at the core of
the global development ambitions. As the
experiences of Sri Lanka and Pakistan have
shown, building infrastructure with BRI loans has
landed the recipient countries into a debt trap.
Both Colombo and Islamabad are now burdened
with a high debt. In the worst scenario, Sri Lanka
has witnessed a political upheaval as a
consequence of the debt burden, failing to import
its requirements of food and fuel and finally
defaulting on debt repayment, leading to the
collapse of the government. BRI loans are
shrouded in opaque conditionalities. Beijing
often interferes with the internal governance in
the recipient countries, there are such instances
again in both Sri Lanka and Pakistan. Instead of
empowering workers in the recipient countries,
projects are executed by Chinese firms with
imported Chinese labourers, said Fabbri. The
BRI projects are also highly exploitative in
nature. An ongoing project for the construction of
a port in Peru, the Chancay Multipurpose Port
Terminal, is poised to destroy local flora and
fauna, emit substantial toxic pollutants, and
displace local communities. The International
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This is a windmill farm for power generation in
Kamisu city of Ibaraki Prefecture in Japan.
Windmills are lined up on the coast because of
their ability to generate electricity because of the
continuous flow of wind. Wind energy is one of
the best sources of renewable energy. A number
of companies are targeting the construction,
operation, and management of windmill power
generation as a feasible and profitable business
opportunity. A windmill with a longitudinal wing
can change the angle and continue to rotate
according to the strength of the wind. Boxed
devices enable them to be stacked or placed
horizontally. "Japan is located in a very
complicated climate area where the wind seems
to be weak, but on the other hand, typhoons are
coming. This wind power generation has the
world's first structure to continue operation even
in typhoons. I want to set this device near the
town efficiently," said Katsushige Nakamura,
Mitaka Kohki. Currently, the installation of
windmills on the sea is attracting attention, but
Japan has geographical challenges. This model is
a vertical shaft windmill. It has an upright
rotating shaft. It is available to float. The gravity
of the windmill facility is low to prevent it from
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falling into the sea. A marine technology
professor and a material manufacturer are
working together to make a development. Eisuke
Fukui, Fukui Fibertech, said, "This is the concept
of floating body type offshore windmill on the
sea. Japan is surrounded by rias-style coast, so it
is difficult to install an implanting type because
the sea is deepened close to the land. To get a
good wind windmills should be floated in the area
of 20 kilometres off the coast or 40 kilometres
away. If the windmill tilts 20 degrees, it can catch
the wind most efficiently. Our company's idea is
to make the top with carbon fibre and make it
ultra-lightweight. It
enables lightweight
windmills. A number of windmills are being
installed on the seashores in Japan despite the
geographical challenges. Credit ANI

More Chinese cities to add to lockdown list
to show loyalty to Xi Jinping

and asked the residents to stay home. Around 90
per cent of the city's 18 million residents had to
go through COVID testing. Authorities have
vowed to "mobilize all available resources,
mobilize all forces and take all possible
measures" to stamp out the pandemic, according
to HKP. Earlier, on September 1, China
introduced a lockdown in the 21-million
population city of Chengdu, the capital of
southwestern Sichuan province, to conduct PCR
testing among residents, local authorities said on
Thursday amid the spike in COVID-19
infections. This comes after Chinese health
authorities reported that 492 new COVID-19
cases were registered in the province from
Monday to Wednesday. More than 6 million
cases of COVID-19 infection have been
registered since the beginning of the pandemic in
mainland China, with 24,806 related deaths. "The
spread of this round of epidemic is fast, with the
much-hidden transmission, scattered cases, and a
wide range of risk places. The epidemic situation
in the whole city is extremely complex and
severe," Yang Xiaoguang, director of the health
commission in the city, said at a press conference
on Thursday. Yang was quoted as saying by state
media outlet Global Times. Credit ANI

First of many and milestone in development:
EU Energy Commissioner on first EU-India
Green Hydrogen Forum
Ahead of the 20th National Congress of the
Communist Party of China, the entire country
seems to join the lockdown as party workers and
government officials rush to eradicate infections
at all costs in order to show loyalty in the final
countdown to President Xi Jinping's expected
third term. While the major parts of the world are
enjoying their everyday life, China is still stuck
with their COVID "Zero Policy", The Hong Kong
Post (HKP) reported. 33 cities are currently under
partial or full lockdowns, according to CNN
citing Chinese financial magazine Caixin.
Experts say more cities are likely to be added in
the coming weeks. Experts feel that if the largescale epidemic breaks out, it may damage the
image of the Chinese Communist Party's victory
and will affect China's President Xi Jinping's
dream to go for a third term. The Officials in
Shenzhen ordered the city centre to close,
suspended subway and bus services in the area,
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While delivering an address on the first edition of
the EU-India Green Hydrogen Forum, European
Commissioner for Energy, Kadri Simson said
that this would be the first of many and a
milestone in the development of solid
cooperation on green hydrogen between EU and
India. Understanding the geopolitical events and
shifts, she stressed that Europe cannot remain
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dependent on Russia for energy. "Since February,
it has been impacted by the Russian invasion of
Ukraine. This unprovoked and unjustified
aggression has made it very clear to the EU that
we cannot rely on Russia as our partner in energy.
It means that the implementation of the European
Green Deal is now even more urgent". Both India
and the EU, we have our sights set on net zero-the EU by 2050 and India by 2070. And India has
committed to producing 500 GW of non-fossil
fuel energy by 2030", she added. The forum
focussed on exchanging best practices and
policies on the role of hydrogen in energy
systems, discussing the state of play of existing
and upcoming hydrogen projects in the EU and
India as well as clean hydrogen production and
application technologies, and prospects for
international Hydrogen trade and need for
certification frameworks. Credit ANI

Researchers find DNA linked with physically
active lifestyle

Researchers from Uppsala University identified
DNA regions connected with physical activity or
leisure screen usage in a big worldwide
investigation. The findings show the benefits of
physical activity for health and imply that a more
sedentary lifestyle might be explained by how
muscles adapt to exercise. The findings of the
study were published in the journal Nature
Genetics. It is well established that a physically
active lifestyle and less time spent sitting are
associated with better health. However, trends
over time suggest that people in higher income
countries are becoming increasingly less active.
It is also known from twin and family studies that
genetic factors influence physical activity levels,
but the biological basis for why some people are
more physically active than others remains
poorly
understood.
To
improve
our
understanding of mechanisms that influence
physical activity and its role in disease
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prevention, researchers from Uppsala University,
together with researchers from around the world,
combined genetic data from over 700,000
individuals participating in 51 research studies. In
doing so, they identified 99 DNA regions that are
associated with how much time people report
spending on moderate-to-vigorous intensity
physical activity or watching a screen during their
leisure time. "We know that people tend to
overreport how much time they spend on physical
activity, but around half of the DNA regions we
identified also show robust associations with
physical activity as measured using devices that
people wore during daily life. This adds further
credibility to our findings," says Ruth Loos from
the Novo Nordisk Foundation Center for Basic
Metabolic Research, at the University of
Copenhagen. Next, the researchers used DNA
variants as instrumental variables and showed
that less screen time lowers the risk of obesity.
Less screen time and more time spent in
moderate-to-vigorous intensity physical activity
also protect from diabetes, attention deficit
hyperactivity disorder, depression, and earlier
age at death. "We confirmed that physical activity
has beneficial effects on health outcomes. We
also found that all outcomes that we examined are
driven by physical activity's beneficial effect on
body mass," says Zhe Wang from Icahn School
of Medicine at Mount Sinai in New York and first
author of the paper. Further analyses showed that
DNA variants associated with leisure screen time
are more often located close to genes whose
activity in skeletal muscle is changed by strength
training. This suggests that these genes may
influence the likelihood of adopting an active
lifestyle by affecting the response to training. The
researchers studied one gene in more detail and
identified a DNA variant that changes a building
block of a protein that is only present in fasttwitch skeletal muscle fibres. "Our results show
that this change results in more elastic muscle
fibres that can deliver less force, but are likely
less susceptible to exercise-induced muscle
damage. We think that this reduced risk of muscle
damage after exercise makes it easier for people
to have a more active lifestyle," says co-author
Andrew Emmerich from the Department of Cell
and Molecular Biology, Uppsala University. In
total, the researchers identified 46 genes in the 99
DNA regions that could be relevant for linking
genetics and physical activity. The findings
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suggest that pathways related to locomotion and
muscle weakness due to dysfunction of the
muscle fibre are probably involved. "We cannot
currently claim that these 46 genes cause
someone to be more or less physically active in
daily life, but they provide great leads for further
studies. Perhaps in the future it will even be
possible to trigger the beneficial effects of
physical activity without the need to be
physically active," Credit ANI

Government of India and the US Agency for
International Development (USAID), on
September 8, 2022, announced the launch of a
new program,

7.6 magnitude earthquake jolts Papua New
Guinea

"Trees Outside Forests in India,"
An earthquake with a magnitude of 7.6 on the
Richter scale jolted the Kainantu town in the
eastern New Guinea region of the country at
23:46:55 GMT on Saturday, the US Geological
Survey said. The tremor was recorded 67 km East
of Kainantu, Papua New Guinea. The epicentre
of the quake was located at a depth of 61.4 km.
The latitude of the quake was 6.224°S while the
Longitude was 146.471°E. There have been no
reports of damages or casualties as of now. Papua
New Guinea lies in the "Ring of Fire", an area in
the basin of the Pacific Ocean, which is
vulnerable to frequent earthquakes and volcanic
eruptions. There have been 22 M7.5+
earthquakes recorded in the New Guinea region
since 1900. The largest earthquake in the region
was an M8.2 shallow thrust fault event in the
northern Papua province of Indonesia that killed
166 people in 1996. Credit ANI

US, India launch new initiative to increase
tree coverage in India
US and India announced a new initiative to
increase tree coverage outside of forest lands in
India in a bid to support global climate change
mitigation and adaptation goals. "The Ministry of
Environment, Forest, and Climate Change, the
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US Embassy in India said. The move will
enhance carbon sequestration, support local
communities, and strengthen the climate
resilience of agriculture. The new USD 25
million programmes will bring together farmers,
companies, and private institutions in India to
rapidly expand tree coverage outside of
traditional forests by 28 lakh hectares. Through
agroforestry, or integrating trees into farming
systems, the program will improve the resilience
of farming systems while increasing the income
of farmers. The program will also use innovative
financing models and leverage India's private
sector to promote tree-based enterprises, helping
to create sustainable markets and improve rural
economies and livelihoods, with the potential to
benefit more than 13 million people.
Implemented by a consortium led by the Center
for International Forestry Research (CIFOR) and
World Agroforestry (ICRAF), the program will
be implemented in seven states including Andhra
Pradesh, Assam, Haryana, Odisha, Rajasthan,
Tamil Nadu, and Uttar Pradesh. Announcing the
launch, the Secretary for Environment, Forest,
and Climate Change, Leena Nandan, said, "India
and the U.S. are firmly committed to working
closely in many areas including the forestry
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sector. At the global level, India is playing a
prominent role in forming and shaping
affirmative responses to the challenges faced by
the forest and environment sector. India has
undertaken rapid economic growth while
successfully conserving and enhancing its forest
resources and would continue to do so through
strategic planning and focused implementation."
Highlighting the US-India cooperation on climate
change and forestry, the US Charge d'Affaires
Patricia A. Lacina, said, "As one of the world's
largest economies and a global leader in science
and innovation, India plays a critical role in
helping solve the climate crisis. This new
program builds on the enduring U.S.-India
partnership to tackle the climate crisis by
enhancing carbon sequestration and bolstering
resilience in the face of climate threats. India's
achievements on these issues can provide models
for the world." USAID's forestry activities in
India support important priorities of the US and
Indian governments, contributing to the Forestry
Pillar of the Climate Action and Finance
Mobilization Dialogue in support of the US-India
Climate and Clean Energy Agenda 2030
Partnership. This new program builds on the
enduring US-India partnership to tackle the
climate crisis and bolster resilience in the face of
climate threats and extreme weather events, as
per the US Embassy here. In addition to
safeguarding India's forests and other critical
ecosystems, USAID is working with India to
implement its ambitious emissions reduction
measures by transitioning to renewable energy
and adapting ongoing activities, such as health
and disaster risk reduction, to the reality of
today's climate crisis. Credit ANI

Why does China react to US war
consignment to Taiwan?
After the United States announced USD 1.1
billion worth of military equipment to Taiwan,
China came out with a vociferous response. The
sale of military equipment to Taiwan includes
Harpoon and Sidewinder missiles, according to
the Defence Security Cooperation Agency
(DSCA). The US State Department approved an
estimated USD 355 million in sales of Harpoon
Block II Missiles and related equipment to
Taiwan in a bid to modernize the island's defence
capabilities and serve US security interests. The
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State Department also approved the sale of Block
II Sidewinder Missiles and related equipment at
an estimated cost of USD 85.6 million. The
possible sale of USD 665.4 million in
Surveillance Radar Program support and
equipment was also approved. Insisting that the
latest arms sales and are for defensive purposes,

the Biden administration said this will not alter
the basic military balance in the region. This
comes amid already heightened tension between
Washington and Beijing over House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi's Taiwan trip. Pelosi's trip to
Taiwan this month triggered a new round of
tensions in the region. Following the visit of the
US delegation, Beijing launched large-scale
military exercises in the vicinity of the island.
China's ruling Chinese Communist Party views
Taiwan as part of its territory and vows to
"reunify" the island with the Chinese mainland.
Over the latest arms sale, China on Wednesday
said "China has always been unequivocally
against the US's military contact with Taiwan and
arms sales to Taiwan. Taiwan is a province of
China. There is no such thing as defence for
Taiwan". "US arms sales to China's Taiwan
region violate the US's political commitment in
the three China-US joint communiques,
especially the August 17 Communique. By
selling arms to Taiwan, the US is supporting and
conniving at "Taiwan independence" and
creating new factors that could lead to tensions in
the Taiwan Strait," Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Mao Ning said during a press
briefing on September 7. "The US side needs to
strictly abide by the one-China principle and the
provisions of the three China-US joint
communiques and stop using Taiwan against
China. China will act resolutely in response to
acts that undermine China's sovereignty and
security and interfere in China's internal affairs."
Credit ANI
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India number one country for sending
students to US colleges, Universities:
Minister Counsellor for Consular Affairs

advise people to check our site two or three times
a day. That won’t get you locked out and
appointments go so fast that if you are checking
two or three times a day, you miss them. If you
check them over and over and over and watch out
for 72 hours then it’s really a bummer and we
don’t like that happen to people,” he said.
Stressing further on complaints of various
students travelling to Chennai and other
consulates for the appointment, Heflin said that
by the next summer they may have 100 per cent
staffing so that things should even out.
Credit ANI

Pakistan Navy criticises Chinese-made
helicopters over maintenance
Hailing the US recent achievements of issuing
over 82,000 student visas this summer, Don
Heflin, Minister Counsellor for Consular Affairs
US Embassy in New Delhi said India is the
number one country for sending students to
United States colleges and universities. Last
week, US diplomatic missions in India issued a
record-breaking 82,000 student visas between
May and June 2022 – more than to any other
country in the world. “We issued 82,000 student
visas this summer which is a record for us. Last
year we set a record of issuing 62000 and the
interesting thing is that this year because of the
Covid related problems in other countries, India
is the number one country for sending students to
US colleges and Universities,” Heflin told ANI in
an exclusive interview. When asked if he is okay
with using agents for booking slots, Heflin said
that there is nothing illegal about it but he stressed
staying away from fake documents and false
statements. “There is nothing illegal about it. I
don’t think you need an agent just to book a slot
with us. Hopefully, they are providing some other
advising services. One caution that we would
give people when you talk to anyone who tries to
sell you a package of fake documents or tells you
to make false statements, just walk out
immediately because that can get you in real
trouble in your student visas”, Heflin added.
Responding to the question of complaints about
the system locking you out if you keep checking
and if there is any way to avoid getting locked,
Don advised people to check the website two or
three times a day to prevent locking you out. “We
The Voice of Mentor, September 2022

Pakistan purchased the Chinese Z-9EC
helicopters in 2006, an ASW variant specifically
produced for the Pakistan Navy and Air Force,
however it is marred by poor maintenance
capabilities of the Chinese supplier. Pakistan
purchased these helicopters equipped with pulse
compression radar, low-frequency sonar, radar
warning receiver and doppler navigation system
to counterbalance India, however, it has little
chance of doing harm to New Delhi, reported
Difesa Online, an independent newspaper
specialized in the defence sector and related
industry. The problem would mainly concern the
poor maintenance capabilities of the Chinese
supplier (the helicopters were produced by the
Harbin Aircraft Industry), as they would not be
able to repair damaged helicopters, thus
compromising the operational capabilities of the
anti-submarine aircraft. It is certainly not the first
time that Chinese weapons systems have been the
subject of harsh criticism from Pakistani naval
circles. In fact, many countries that militarily
depend on low-cost supplies from Beijing
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complain of major deficiencies, especially from
the point of view of maintenance, reported the
Italian publication. The ASW Z-9EC helicopters
are embarked, as previously mentioned, on the
Zulfiqar class frigates (photo), the latter designed
and built jointly in the Hudong-Zhonghua
shipyards in China and KS&EW Ltd in Pakistan.
These naval units carry out missions such as air
defence, ban on enemy shipping and patrolling
the EEZs. In 2009, the then Chief of Staff of the
Pakistan Navy, Admiral Noman Bashir, claimed
that Chinese technology was compatible with
Western technology. But within a short time, the
Pakistani Navy had to encounter serious
problems with the helicopters, reported Difesa
Online. The most serious problem was the failure
of the tail rotor blade, a defect that has a direct
impact on the airworthiness of the machine.
Indeed, without a functioning tail rotor blade, the
helicopter tends to make a sudden, uncontrolled
swing which could, if not corrected, create a
dangerous situation for the crew. The occurrence
of such a problem on a combat mission could lead
to serious consequences. The second major
problem relates to serious defects found in the
main rotor blade. The life limit of these blades is
3,000 hours, but some of them should have been
replaced much sooner as they are subject to
severe corrosion caused by seawater, reported
Difesa Online. The third serious problem would
concern the state of the brake distribution valve,
which caused several tire blowouts during the
landing stages in the period 2018-2019. Even
with the creation of the special facility, set up at
the Mehran naval base for repairs and
maintenance, the problems seem far from being
solved. According to what has been learned, the
Pakistani naval authorities had reported the
imperfect processing of spare parts imported
from China. However, it would appear that the
Pakistan Navy is forced to accept the weapons
systems sold by China, all in the name of “allseason” friendship, reported Difesa Online.
Credit ANI
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India, France have strong strategic
partnership, want to bring peace, stability in
world.

French Foreign Minister, Catherine Colonna on
Wednesday said India and France have strong
strategic partnership for the last 25 years and
want to bring peace and stability to the world.
“It is my first visit as a minister to India but not
my first visit to India. But I wanted to choose
India as my first visit as a minister in the Asian
zone. So, that’s a deliberate choice. The reason is
that France and India have had a strong
partnership with its strategic partnership for the
past 25 years almost. We’ve achieved a lot. We
want to bring some peace and stability to this
world,” Colonna told ANI. French Foreign
Minister elaborated that India and France work
together not only on defence, and security but
also on global issues and would like to do more.
“We work together not only on defence security
but also on global issues. We’d like to do more
and that’s the sense of visit. I’m just starting the
visit. We’ll see some of your (Indian) ministers.
Honoured to be received later today by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,” Minister told while
talking about her visit. She also revealed that a
meeting between President Emmanuel Macron
and Prime Minister Modi can take place soon and
said, “We have a lot of ambition. My President
and Prime Minister Modi met last May and then
will meet soon, I’m sure we’re building on an
existing very good relationship already.”
France’s Foreign Minister is on a three-day visit
from Tuesday, during which she will meet PM
Modi, External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar and
NSA Ajit Doval and discuss bilateral, regional
and international issues of mutual interest.
Credit ANI
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ANI
India, Japan conduct 6th edition of maritime
exercise ‘JIMEX’

exercises in IOR towards reinforcing maritime
association. Credit ANI

China cracked 5,94,000 cases of telecom,
internet fraud in just 15 months through July

The sixth edition of Japan-India Maritime
Exercise 2022 hosted by the Indian Navy began
in the Bay of Bengal on September 11. The Indian
Navy is represented by three indigenously
designed and built warships, Sahyadri, a multipurpose stealth frigate and Anti-Submarine
Warfare Corvettes Kadmatt and Kavaratti.
Additionally, Guided Missile Destroyer
Ranvijay, Fleet Tanker Jyoti, Offshore Patrol
Vessel Sukanya, submarines, MIG 29K fighter
aircraft, Long Range Maritime Patrol Aircraft
and ship-borne helicopters are also participating
in the exercise, read the Indian Navy press
release. The Japan Maritime Self Defence Force
(JMSDF) ships are being led by R Adm Hirata
Toshiyuki, Commander Escort Flotilla Four, and
Indian Naval ships by R Adm Sanjay Bhalla, Flag
Officer Commanding Eastern Fleet. The Indian
Naval ships welcomed JMSDF ships Izumo, a
Helicopter Carrier, and Takanami, a Guided
Missile Destroyer, on their arrival in the Bay of
Bengal, added the release. JIMEX 22 involves
two Phases; exercises at sea and a harbour phase
at Visakhapatnam. This edition marks the 10th
anniversary of JIMEX, which began in Japan in
2012. It also coincides with the 70th anniversary
of the establishment of diplomatic relations
between India and Japan. JIMEX 22 seeks to
consolidate the high degree of interoperability
between the two countries maritime forces
through complex exercises in the surface, subsurface and air domains. The exercises were
aimed at enhancing interoperability and
streamlining seamanship and communication
procedures. This exercise is part of the ongoing
efforts between the two navies toward ensuring
safe and secure international shipping and trade
in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR). The two
countries have been carrying out regular
The Voice of Mentor, September 2022

China is in the midst of a massive menace of
online scammers who lure people into investing
in seemingly legitimate products which
apparently results in victims losing their identity
and life savings, media reports said. In just 15
months through July 2022, China tackled
594,000 cases of telecom and internet fraud,
reported Nikkei Asia citing the Ministry of Public
Security. Moreover, the report said that in 2021,
authorities stopped 1.5 million people from
transferring 329.1 billion yuan (USD 47.5
billion) to scammers. Basically, scammers
develop a rapport with targets through various
means of communication such as online chats.
The victim of the fraud starts to trust these
complete strangers, transfers life savings only to
find out later that it is a cellphone or computer
scammer. The scammers usually work in groups
and follow carefully designed scripts and lure
people into investing in seemingly legitimate
products, often cryptocurrencies. The crimes
have caused hundreds of billions of dollars in
losses and led to some suicides as well. It is worth
noting that the lack of laws to prevent private
information leaks and an earlier loophole that
allowed telecom operators to sell subscriptions
without checking any identification documents
created a safe haven for scammers, reported
Nikkei Asia. The introduction of the law provides
legal support for the fight against telecom and
internet fraud but the activities will not die out
immediately, anti-fraud experts said. As with any
other crime, they will continue to evolve with the
environment and technology, the experts said.
Credit ANI
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UN
Queen Elizabeth II: ‘Reassuring presence’
throughout decades of ‘sweeping change’

Secretary-General António Guterres expressed
on Thursday, his deep sadness at the passing of
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, the Queen of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland. As the UK’s longest-lived and longestreigning Head of State, the 96-year-old Queen
was widely admired for her “grace, dignity, and
dedication around the world,” he said in a
statement. “She was a reassuring presence
throughout decades of sweeping change,
including the decolonization of Africa and Asia
and the evolution of the Commonwealth”.

Life of a queen
Queen Elizabeth II ascended to the throne
following the death of her father King George VI
on 6 February1952, at just 25 years of age. She
was crowned in June the following year. In
February, the UK kicked off a series of
celebrations for the Queen's Platinum Jubilee,
marking 70 years of her service to the British
Commonwealth. Throughout her tenure, the
Monarch served as a living link to World War II
Britain, presided over a post-colonial era
adjustment and saw the country through what
some called “a bitter divorce” from the European
Union during Brexit.

‘Devotion and leadership’
Mr. Guterres extended his sincere condolences to
her bereaved family, the Government and people
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, and the wider Commonwealth
of Nations. “The world will long remember her
devotion and leadership,” he concluded.

Last days in Scotland
Queen Elizabeth II died on the estate known as
Balmoral Castle in Scotland, which had served as
a royal summer retreat. Over the past year, she
had delegated some royal duties to her eldest son,
Prince Charles, the heir to the throne, including
presiding over the state opening of Parliament in
May. It was the first time since 1963 that the
Queen did not attend the ceremony. The Queen
passed during a fragile moment politically after
Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s recent
resignation. New Prime Minister Liz Truss
travelled on Tuesday to the royal castle in
Scotland, to be formally asked to form a
government. She became the 15th prime minister
to hold office during the queen’s reign – the first
was Winston Churchill.
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Queen Elizabeth II of the United Kingdom
addresses the United Nations General
Assembly in October 1957.

Saying good-bye
After the announcement of her death, crowds
outside Buckingham Palace continued to grow
significantly while others braved heavy rainfall at
Balmoral. The official website of the Royal
Family was temporarily unavailable immediately
following her passing but did post that the Queen
had died peacefully. It added that her son Charles
and his wife Camilla, the King and Queen
Consort, “will remain at Balmoral this evening
and will return to London tomorrow”. According
to news media, there will be a 10-day mourning
period before her funeral will take place. Queen
Elizabeth II hails UN’s leadership in everchanging world
Credit UN.
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UN
Rights experts urge China to address grave
violations in Xinjiang province

China must address grave human rights
violations in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous
Region (XUAR), and the international
community must not turn a blind eye, more than
40 UN independent experts said on Wednesday.
Their statement follows the recent publication of
a long-awaited report by the UN human rights
office, OHCHR, which found that “serious
human rights violations” had been committed
against the Uyghur and other predominantly
Muslim communities there. Support for UN
report In supporting the assessment, the experts
highlighted the conclusion, which stated that “the
extent of arbitrary and discriminatory detention
of members of Uyghur and other predominantly
Muslim minorities may constitute international
crimes, in particular crimes against humanity”.
They drew attention to the report’s findings of
credible allegations of patterns of torture or illtreatment. These included forced medical
treatment and adverse detention conditions, as
well as incidents of sexual and gender-based
violence such as invasive gynecological exams,
and indications of coercive enforcement of
family planning and birth control policies. They
also welcomed the attention given to widespread
misuse of counter-terrorism and counterextremism laws, policies and practice. Policies
restrict rights The experts were particularly
concerned that both UN human rights
mechanisms, in tandem with the report,
demonstrated that China’s policies and practices
have limited the legitimate exercise of numerous
human rights. Among them is the right of
religious and ethnic minorities to enjoy their own
culture, to profess and practice their own religion,
or to use their own language. The experts said
they “support all the recommendations made by
the UN Human Rights Office,” while also
offering
support
to
facilitate
their
implementation." Human Rights Council session
They called on the Chinese Government to invite
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UN human rights mandate holders to the country,
a nd affirmed their availability to undertake
visits, as well as to provide technical assistance
and support to the authorities. The experts also
repeated their call for the UN Human Rights
Council to convene a special session on China,
initially made in a June 2020 statement. They said
the session should be held “precisely because key
issues of concern, especially arbitrary detention,
enforced
disappearances,
restrictions
to
movement, privacy, freedom of religion, freedom
of expression are occurring in other parts of the
country premised on grounds of national
security”. The Human Rights Council should
urgently consider establishing a mandate, or
panel of experts, to closely monitor, analyse and
report on the human rights situation in China,
they added, while the UN General Assembly or
Secretary-General should consider the creation of
a special envoy. They also urged UN Member
States, UN agencies and businesses to demand
that China fulfils its human rights obligations,
including during their ongoing dialogues with the
Government. Credit UN

UN officials see progress as global food
prices drop amid ongoing Black Sea grain
deal shipments

The first shipment of over 26,000 tons of
Ukrainian food under a Black Sea export deal has
been cleared to proceed towards its final
destination in Lebanon. Two vital objectives of
the Black Sea grain deal brokered by the United
Nations and Türkiye are already being achieved,
a senior UN official said on Tuesday, pointing to
the steady decrease in international food prices
and the increasing availability of badly needed
grain from Ukraine as signs of early success. UN
trade chief Rebeca Grynspan reported that food
prices had steadily gone down and exports from
Ukraine and Russia had increased since a July
22 grain deal, “easing the pain … for 1.6 billion
people in the world that have been facing a costof-living rise, especially because of the increase
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UN
in food prices.” Benefits for vulnerable people
everywhere Speaking to reporters in Geneva, Ms.
Grynspan, who leads the UN team facilitating the
unimpeded access to food and fertilizer from
Russia, said that the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) had reported that food prices
declined globally in August for the fifth straight
month. “Reintegrating [grain] and fertilizers into
global markets, lowering global food prices so
that vulnerable people everywhere could access
affordable food was our main objective.” At the
same time, however, she expressed concern that
this international price drop was not being seen in
domestic markets, and developing countries
especially were still struggling with high food
prices, as well as inflation and currency
devaluations. “There is still a problem for many
developing countries because the prices are not
going down for them as we have wished. So,
there is much more to be done.” Fertilizer
shipments key to deal Responding to a question
regarding reports of lagging shipments in Russian
fertilizers, Ms. Grynspan said fertilizer and
ammonia were also included in the initial
agreements signed in Türkiye. “The UN
continues to pursue all efforts to allow for a
positive outcome on Russian exports of ammonia
to international markets,” she said, stressing that
fertilizers are “a very important part of this deal.
Fertilizers now are three times the price they were
before the pandemic so “the crisis of affordability
that we have now will be a catastrophic crisis if
we don’t solve the problem of fertilizer.”
Looking towards more shipments “We’re close to
the 3 million mark. Hopefully we’ll do that the
next day or, or so and the rate at which we it took
us nearly, it was over three weeks,” he said,
adding that “we’d really like to see a slight
increase on that. So, there are some efficiencies
that we probably need to try and introduce if we
can. But if we hold at those levels, we’re more or
less in line with [where we thought we’d be] for
this part of the agreement.” Picking up on some
points made by Ms. Grynspan, he said that indeed
there were “some issues sometimes in local
prices, but what we have seen is with the prices
dropping an interesting phenomenon, in one or
two countries is that because of that drop people
have been hoarding grain and hoping to sell it at
a high price are now putting more on the
market.... “Hopefully that will bring some of
those local prices down.” Credit UN
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‘Solutions lie in solidarity’ UN chief says on
South-South Cooperation Day

In southern Mauritania, a market garden run by a
women's cooperative uses solar energy to irrigate
crops. In this era of unprecedented challenge and
upheaval, “solutions lie in solidarity,” the UN
chief said in his message commemorating United
Nations Day for South-South Cooperation, on
Monday. South-South cooperation is unity
among people and countries of the developing
world, known as the global South, which
contributes to national well-being, collective selfreliance and achieving the global goals. “SouthSouth and triangular cooperation are critical for
developing countries to mitigate and adapt to
climate disruption, address the global health
crisis, including COVID-19 recovery, and
achieve all 17 Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs),”
underscored
Secretary-General
António Guterres. Share solutions Given the
post-pandemic scenario, the political-economic
crisis caused by the war in Ukraine, and climate
change, developing countries – with the support
of partners in the North, international financial
institutions, the private sector, think tanks and
others – must strengthen South-South and
triangular cooperation. The UN chief stressed the
importance of Southern-led development
solutions being shared “far and wide”. “SouthSouth and triangular cooperation must play an
ever-increasing role in resolving our common
challenges” Bridging inequalities But that does
not absolve wealthier States of their
responsibilities to work constructively with the
developing world, “especially to reduce growing
inequalities between and within nations,” Mr.
Guterres flagged. In commemorating the day, he
encouraged “all nations and communities to
redouble cooperation and build bridges to
achieve an equitable and sustainable future for
all”. “South-South and triangular cooperation
must have a central place in our preparations for
a strong recovery,” said the Secretary-General.
“We will need the full contributions and
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cooperation of the global South to build more
resilient economies and societies and implement
the Sustainable Development Goals”. Credit UN

Sri Lanka: New Government urged to make
progress on accountability.

suppressing
peaceful
demonstrations.
Additionally, a heavily militarized environment
and culture of surveillance also continues in the
north and east of the country. Countries should
also explore further measures targeting persons
who are credibly alleged to have been responsible
for gross violations and abuses of international
human rights law, or serious violations of
international humanitarian law. Credit UN

The end of the COVID-19 pandemic is in sight:
WHO

Sri Lanka is experiencing a multidimensional
economic crisis, impacting fuel for cooking,
transport, and industry. Sri Lanka is at a critical
juncture and the new Government must make
progress on accountability as well as institutional
and security sector reforms, the UN human rights
office, OHCHR, said in a report published on
Tuesday. The country is in the grip of a serious
economic crisis which has had a severe impact on
the human rights of all communities. This has
sparked demands for deeper reforms and
accountability, giving the authorities a fresh
opportunity to steer a new way forward, said the
report, which calls for holding a national dialogue
to advance human rights and reconciliation.
Fundamental changes needed However, for
sustainable improvements to take place,
recognizing and addressing underlying factors
that have contributed to the crisis will be vital.
These include impunity for past and present
human rights violations, economic crimes and
endemic corruption. “Fundamental changes will
be required to address the current challenges and
to avoid repetition of the human rights violations
of the past,” said the report. It calls for immediate
action from the Government, which is urged to
end reliance on draconian security laws and
crackdowns on peaceful protests, and to reverse
the drift towards militarisation. Officials also
should show renewed commitment to, and deliver
on, security sector reform and ending impunity.
Government’s hard-line approach While the
security forces recently have shown considerable
restraint in response to mass protests, the report
noted that the Government has taken a harder line
by arresting some student leaders under the
Prevention of Terrorism Act and violently
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As the number of weekly reported deaths from
COVID-19 plunged to its lowest since March
2020, the head of the World Health Organization
(WHO) said on Wednesday that the end of the
pandemic is now in sight. “We have never been
in a better position to end the pandemic”, Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus told journalists during his
regular weekly press conference. The UN health
agency’s Director-General explained however,
that the world is “not there yet”. Finish line in
sight “A marathon runner does not stop when the
finish line comes into view. She runs harder, with
all the energy she has left. So must we. We can
see the finish line. We’re in a winning position.
But now is the worst time to stop running”, he
underscored. He also warned that if the world
does not take the opportunity now, there is still a
risk of more variants, deaths, disruption, and
uncertainty. “So, let’s seize this opportunity”, he
urged, announcing that WHO is releasing six
short policy briefs that outline the key actions that
all governments must take now to “finish the
race”. “We expect that there are going to be future
waves of infection, potentially at different time
points throughout the world caused by different
subvariants of Omicron or even different variants
of concern”, she said, reiterating her previous
warning that the more the virus circulates, the
more opportunities it has to mutate. However, she
said, these future waves do not need to translate
into “waves or death” because there are now
effective tools such as vaccines and antivirals
specifically for COVID-19. Credit UN
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NASA
NASA to Discuss Status of Next Artemis I
Moon Mission Launch Attempt

presence and serving as a steppingstone to send
astronauts to Mars. Credits: NASA

NASA Taps Axiom Space for First Artemis
Moonwalking Spacesuits

NASA’s Space Launch System (SLS) rocket with
the Orion spacecraft aboard is seen atop a mobile
launcher at Launch Pad 39B as preparations for
launch continue, Wednesday, Aug. 31, 2022, at
NASA’s Kennedy Space Center in Florida.
NASA’s Artemis I flight test is the first integrated
test of the agency’s deep space exploration
systems: the Orion spacecraft, SLS rocket, and
supporting ground systems. Credits: NASA/Bill
Ingalls NASA will hold a media teleconference
at 11 a.m. EDT Thursday, Sept. 8, to discuss next
steps for the Artemis I mission to launch the
Space Launch System (SLS) rocket and Orion
spacecraft from the agency’s Kennedy Space
Center in Florida. Audio of the call will
livestream on NASA’s website at: Artemis I is
an uncrewed flight test. It is the first in a series of
increasingly complex missions to provide a
foundation for human exploration in deep space
and demonstrate our commitment and capability
to extend human existence to the Moon and
beyond. Teleconference participants include: Jim
Free, associate administrator, Exploration
Systems Development Mission Directorate,
NASA Headquarters Mike Bolger, Exploration
Ground Systems program manager, Kennedy
John Blevins, SLS chief engineer, NASA’s
Marshall Space Flight Center To participate by
telephone, media must RSVP no later than two
hours prior to the start of the event to: kscnewsroom@mail.nasa.gov. After standing down
on the Sept. 3 launch attempt due to a hydrogen
leak, teams have decided to replace the seal on an
interface, called the quick disconnect, between
the liquid hydrogen fuel feed line on the mobile
launcher and the rocket while at the launch pad.
Through Artemis missions, NASA will land the
first woman and the first person of color on the
Moon, paving the way for a long-term lunar
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Artist’s Illustration: Two suited crew members
work on the lunar surface. One in the foreground
lifts a rock to examine it while the other
photographs the collection site in the background.
NASA has selected Axiom Space to deliver a
moonwalking system for the Artemis III mission,
which will land Americans on the surface of the
Moon for the first time in over 50 years. This
award – the first one under a competitive
spacesuits contract – is for a task order to develop
a next generation Artemis spacesuit and
supporting systems, and to demonstrate their use
on the lunar surface during Artemis III. With this
award, NASA has put in place another
cornerstone of returning astronauts to the Moon
under Artemis to support continued scientific
breakthroughs, benefiting humanity back on
Earth. As part of its planned human lunar
spaceflight missions, NASA will land the first
woman and first person of color on the Moon.
After reviewing proposals from its two
eligible spacesuit vendors, NASA selected
Axiom Space for the task order, which has a base
value of $228.5 million. A future task order will
be competed for recurring spacesuit services to
support subsequent Artemis missions. “NASA is
proud to partner with commercial industry on this
historic mission that will kickstart the United
States building a lasting presence on the surface
of the Moon,” said Lara Kearney, manager of
NASA’s Extravehicular Activity and Human
Surface Mobility program. “What we learn on
Artemis III and future missions on and around the
Moon will pave the way for missions to Mars.
Spacesuits enable us to literally take that next
step.” Using more than 50 years of spacesuit
expertise, NASA defined the technical and safety
requirements for the next generation of
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spacesuits. Axiom Space will be responsible for
the
design,
development,
qualification,
certification, and production of its spacesuits and
support equipment that will meet these key
agency requirements for Artemis III. NASA
experts will maintain the authority for astronaut
training, mission planning, and approval of the
service systems. Axiom Space will be required to
test the suits in a spacelike environment before
Artemis III. Under the indefinite delivery and
indefinite quantity of the Exploration
Extravehicular Activity Services contract,
eligible industry partners compete for task orders
that will provide a full suite of capabilities for
NASA’s spacewalking and moonwalking needs
during the period of performance through 2034.
Future task orders under the contract will consist
of recurring lunar landings, the development of
spacesuits for use in low-Earth orbit outside the
International Space Station, and special studies.
The agency is currently evaluating task order
options for space station spacesuits. The
spacesuits contract, which will advance
spacewalking capabilities in low-Earth orbit and
on the Moon, is managed by the Extravehicular
Activity and Human Surface Mobility Program
(EHP) at the agency’s Johnson Space Center in
Houston. Through Artemis, NASA will land the
first woman and the first person of color on the
Moon, paving the way for a long-term,
sustainable lunar presence and serving as a
steppingstone for future astronaut missions to
Mars. Credits: NASA

Setting the Clock on a Stellar Explosion

While astronomers have seen the debris from
scores of exploded stars in the Milky Way and
nearby galaxies, it is often difficult to determine
the timeline of the star’s demise. By studying the
spectacular remains of a supernova in a
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neighboring galaxy using NASA telescopes, a
team of astronomers has found enough clues to
help wind back the clock. The supernova remnant
called SNR 0519-69.0 (SNR 0519 for short) is the
debris from an explosion of a white dwarf star.
After reaching a critical mass, either by pulling
matter from a companion star or merging with
another white dwarf, the star underwent a
thermonuclear explosion and was destroyed.
Scientists use this type of supernova, called
a Type Ia, for a wide range of scientific studies
ranging from studies of thermonuclear explosions
to measuring distances to galaxies across billions
of light-years. SNR 0519 is located in the Large
Magellanic Cloud, a small galaxy 160,000 lightyears from Earth. This composite image
shows X-ray data from NASA’s Chandra X-ray
Observatory and optical data from NASA’s
Hubble Space Telescope. X-rays from SNR 0519
with low, medium and high energies are shown in
green, blue, and purple respectively, with some of
these colors overlapping to appear white. Optical
data shows the perimeter of the remnant in red
and stars around the remnant in white.
Astronomers combined the data from Chandra
and Hubble with data from NASA’s
retired Spitzer Space telescope to determine how
long ago the star in SNR 0519 exploded and learn
about the environment the supernova occurred in.
This data provides scientists a chance to “rewind”
the movie of the stellar evolution that has played
out since and figure out when it got started. The
researchers compared Hubble images from 2010,
2011, and 2020 to measure the speeds of material
in the blast wave from the explosion, which range
from about 3.8 million to 5.5 million miles (9
million kilometers) per hour. If the speed was
toward the upper end of those estimated speeds,
the astronomers determined that light from the
explosion would have reached Earth about 670
years ago, or during the Hundred Years’ War
between England and France and the height of the
Ming dynasty in China. However, it’s likely that
the material has slowed down since the initial
explosion and that the explosion happened more
recently than 670 years ago. The Chandra and
Spitzer data provide clues that this is the case.
Astronomers found the brightest regions in Xrays of the remnant are where the slowest-moving
material is located, and no X-ray emission is
associated with the fastest-moving material.
Credits: NASA
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Class Schedule
Regular* Classes in English
By Swami Paramarthananda
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World Ozone Day

World Ozone Day is celebrated annually on September 16 with an aim to make awareness about Ozone
Layer depletion. The entire world takes part in this noble cause as an international day for the preservation
of the Ozone layer. On this day, people from different walks of life are expected to join the Montreal
protocol for participation in talks and seminars. The ozone layer, which protects the Earth from harmful
ultraviolet rays, is basically a fragile shield of gas. These ultraviolet rays are not good for life, thus the
Ozone layer helping preserve life on the Earth. The Ozone layer is depleting day by day due to human
activities on the earth. The harmful waste and gases of the industries affecting the Ozone layer badly.
To celebrate World Ozone Day is an opportunity to invite global attention and action on this vital
environmental issue. Celebrating World Ozone Day is basically an honest try to spread awareness among
the people about the depletion of the Ozone Layer and search for possible solutions to preserve it. There
are several programs organized in the schools and other organizations. Students participate in debates and
competitions based on the Ozone layer and its importance for the earth. Let them invite to participate in a
different program so that they can spread awareness on Ozone layer depletion and its effect on the earth.
For any information on Vandu Net Amateur Radio contact Mr. Kanappan +91-9094025179
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