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International Energy Agency report warns on 
China’s dominance of solar panel supply chain 

 
The International Energy Agency (IEA) has 

warned in its latest report that global solar PV 

manufacturing capacity has increasingly moved 

from Europe, Japan and the United States to 

China over the last decade, with the second-

largest economy’s share in all the manufacturing 

stages of solar panels exceeding 80 per cent. The 

IEA Special Report on Solar PV Global Supply 

Chains states that China has invested over USD 

50 billion in new PV supply capacity – ten times 

more than Europe – and created more than 300 

000 manufacturing jobs across the solar PV value 

chain since 2011. “Today, China’s share in all the 

manufacturing stages of solar panels (such as 

polysilicon, ingots, wafers, cells and modules) 

exceeds 80 per cent. This is more than double 

China’s share of global PV demand. In addition, 

the country is home to the world’s 10 top 

suppliers of solar PV manufacturing equipment,” 

IEA report said. The report highlighted how 

government policies in China have shaped the 

global supply, demand and price of solar PV over 

the last decade. Chinese industrial policies 

focusing on solar PV as a strategic sector and on 

growing domestic demand have enabled 

economies of scale and supported continuous 

innovation throughout the supply chain. These 

policies have contributed to a cost decline more 

than 80 per cent, helping solar PV to become the 

most affordable electricity generation technology 

in many parts of the world. However, they have 

also led to supply-demand imbalances in the PV 

supply chain. According to the IEA, global 

capacity for manufacturing wafers and cells, 

which are key solar PV elements, and for 

assembling them into solar panels (also known as 

modules), exceeded demand by at least 100 per 

cent at the end of 2021. “By contrast, production 

of polysilicon, the key material for solar PV, is 

currently a bottleneck in an otherwise 

oversupplied supply chain. This has led to tight 

global supplies and a quadrupling of polysilicon 

prices over the last year,” the report added. Solar 

PV products are a significant export for China. In 

2021, the value of China’s solar PV exports was 

over USD 30 billion, almost 7 per cent of China’s 

trade surplus over the last five years. In addition, 

Chinese investments in Malaysia and Viet Nam 

also made these countries major exporters of PV 

products, accounting for around 10 per cent and 

5 per cent respectively of their trade surpluses 

since 2017. The total value of global PV-related 

trade including polysilicon, wafers, cells and 

modules exceeded USD 40 billion in 2021, an 

increase of over 70 per cent from 2020.  

Credit ANI 

Twitter to sue Musk over termination of 
company’s takeover bid 

 
Twitter will file a lawsuit against American 

billionaire and entrepreneur Elon Musk to force 

him to buy the social media company on the 

agreed terms, Bret Taylor, Twitter’s board chair, 

said on Saturday. “The Twitter Board is 

committed to closing the transaction on the price 

and terms agreed upon with Mr. Musk and plans 

to pursue legal action to enforce the merger 

agreement. We are confident we will prevail in 

the Delaware Court of Chancery,” Taylor said in 

a tweet. Musk announced the termination of a 

USD 44 billion Twitter purchase deal in a letter 

sent by Musk’s team to Twitter earlier on 

Saturday. Musk decided to suspend the deal due 

to multiple breaches of the purchase agreement. 

The Tesla CEO’s team strongly believes that the 

proportion of spam and fake accounts is “wildly 

higher” than 5 per cent, according to the letter. 

“As further described below, Mr Musk is 

terminating the Merger Agreement because 

Twitter is in material breach of multiple 

provisions of that Agreement,” the letter said on 

Friday. “In short, Twitter has not provided 

information that Mr Musk has requested for 

nearly two months notwithstanding his repeated,  

ANI ANI 
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detailed clarifications intended to simplify 

Twitter’s identification, collection, and 

disclosure of the most relevant information 

sought in Mr Musk’s original requests.” In April, 

Musk reached an acquisition agreement with 

Twitter at USD 54.20 per share in a transaction 

valued at approximately USD 44 billion. 

However, Musk put the deal on hold in May to 

allow his team to review the veracity of Twitter’s 

claim that less than 5 per cent of accounts on the 

platform are bots or spam. Back in June, Musk 

had openly accused the microblogging website of 

breaching the merger agreement and threatened 

to walk away and call off the acquisition of the 

social media company for not providing the data 

he has requested on spam and fake accounts. 

Musk alleged that Twitter is “actively resisting 

and thwarting his information rights” as outlined 

by the deal, CNN reported, citing the letter he 

sent to Twitter’s head of legal, policy and trust, 

Vijaya Gadde. The Tesla CEO demanded that 

Twitter turn over information about its testing 

methodologies to support its claims that bots and 

fake accounts constitute less than 5 per cent of the 

platform’s active user base, a figure the company 

has consistently stated for years in boilerplate 

public disclosures. Against this backdrop, 

Twitter’s CEO Parag Agrawal last month stood 

by his company’s longtime spam metric. “Twitter 

has and will continue to cooperatively share 

information with Mr. Musk to consummate the 

transaction in accordance with the terms of the 

merger agreement,” the company said in a 

statement in June. Credit ANI 

Saudi running health services at full capacity 
for Hajj pilgrims 

 
Saudi Arabia announced on Friday its health 

services were running at full capacity to ensure 

the health and safety of pilgrims during the 

ongoing Hajj season. Health Minister Fahad bin 

Abdulrahman Al-Jalajel said pilgrims at Saudi 

Arabia’s Mount Arafat, a hill about 20 kilometres 

southeast of Mecca that hosted an important ritual 

of the annual Hajj pilgrimage, were in good 

health condition. Health Ministry spokesperson 

Mohamed Al-Abdal said there were no outbreaks 

of contagious diseases or illnesses that could 

endanger public health among the pilgrims, the  

Saudi Press Agency reported. The number of 

pilgrims in this year’s Hajj season reached nearly 

900,000, including about 780,000 foreign 

pilgrims and 120,000 pilgrims from Saudi 

Arabia, the kingdom’s General Authority for 

Statistics revealed on Friday. This year’s Hajj 

began on Thursday and ends on July 12. It is the 

first to allow foreign pilgrims to perform Hajj 

after the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic in 

2020. In 2021, the holy city of Mecca received 

around 60,000 pilgrims, while the number in 

2019 was 2.5 million, according to the Saudi 

Ministry of Hajj and Umrah. Credit ANI 

Bangladesh protests as China attempts to 
steal credit for Padma Bridge 

 
In the run-up to the inauguration of the bridge 

over the river Padma, Bangladesh has protested 

vehemently against an attempt by China to steal 

credit for its construction. Scrutiny would reveal 

that the reason for this most ridiculous behaviour 

on the part of the Chinese envoy in Dhaka is the 

anxiety in Beijing that its Belt and Road Initiative 

is losing steam. “The Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

categorically asserts that the Padma Multipurpose 

Bridge has been entirely funded by the 

Government of Bangladesh and no foreign funds 

from any bilateral or multilateral funding agency 

have financially contributed to its construction,” 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Bangladesh 

said in a statement prior to the formal opening of 

the bridge on June 25, by Bangladesh Prime 

Minister Sheikh Hasina. According to the Daily 

Star Bangladesh, the Foreign Ministry came up 

with this press statement after noticing that some 

quarters were trying to portray that the Padma 

Multipurpose Bridge had been constructed under 

the Chinese BRI and foreign funds. Three days 

ANI 
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before the scheduled inauguration of the bridge, 

on June 22, a panel discussion was planned under 

the aegis of the Bangladesh China Silk Road 

Forum, a front organisation of BRI, under the 

title: ‘The Padma Bridge: An example of 

Bangladesh-China cooperation under the BRI’. 

Ambassador of China in Dhaka Li Jiming was 

invited as the chief guest. An angry Dhaka 

conveyed its displeasure to the Chinese embassy 

at the attempt to link the bridge with the BRI. It 

was clarified that the Bangladesh government 

had paid for the entire cost of the construction. 

Both Bangladeshi and foreign construction firms 

were involved in the construction of the bridge. 

The technology of 20 foreign construction firms 

was involved in the construction of the bridge; 

besides Chinese, Indian, American, British, 

German, Japanese and Taiwanese firms were also 

involved. Because of the uproar, the ambassador 

of China had to abandon his plan to attend the 

panel discussion, which was cancelled. Beijing’s 

anxiety is understandable as Dhaka has refused to 

swallow some of the major BRI projects, wary of 

the heavy-handedness of China and anxious not 

to fall into a debt trap. Bangladesh has not 

allowed Chinese investments in deep-sea ports 

which can be suitable for the future presence of 

the Chinese navy. Dhaka has cancelled the 

Sonadia deep-sea project and agreed only to a 

port project at Payra, “approachable only through 

a 75-km long canal and a very unlikely place for 

a naval base.” At the Payra power plant, there 

have been major clashes between local workers 

and Chinese expatriates. Coal-based projects 

have been withdrawn, ostensibly for 

environmental concerns but because of protests 

from local people. Credit ANI 

Japan Character Awards held in Tokyo, 
‘Chiikawa’ emerges as winner 

In the recently held Japan Character Awards in 

Tokyo, ‘Chiikawa’ emerged as the winning 

character with several companies in attendance 

who shared their knowledge and strategies 

revolving around animated characters. 

“Chiikawa” means “Small and Cute” and cute 

animals and animated characters have always 

remained popular in Japan, especially among 

youngsters. “We are preparing various tie-in 

promotions and plans for the future, so please 

look forward to Chiikawa’s activities in the 

future. We will do our best to make “Chiikawa” 

a representative character of Japan, so please 

support us, said Yoichi Kawakami of Spiral Cute. 

“Shirotan” the white seal, also has 23 years of 

long history which is a plush toy character, but 

now also appears in a hug pillow and a short 

animated cartoon. “This year is Shirotan’s 23rd 

anniversary. The white, fluffy, and chewy 

character is loved by both men and women, and 

it is loved by many generations. Innocent 

character is loved by everyone, and we will bring 

them to people all over the world,” Koji Kanai of 

Creative Yoko said in a statement. This is 

computer software that combines songs with a 

favorite voice. It is called “Vocaloid”. It is also 

used for the promotion of characters on the 

website. “We have 4 Vocaloid characters. The 

Singer character is uploaded with the user-

created song as a “Vocaloid”. Vocaloid” is a 

general word for software that synthesizes a 

singing voice into animations and characters,” 

stated Masatoshi Takagi, MTK, adding that they 

make character goods based on the request of 

video users. Credit ANI 

Monaco can be great showroom for Indian 
technology, says minister Frederic Genta 

 
As India and Monaco are having a discussion 

about the potential collaboration between the two 

countries, Frederic Genta, Monaco's Minister of 

Attractiveness and Digital Transition said that 

Monaco can be a great showroom for Indian 

ANI 
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technology. "We met with Indian Ambassador 

Jawed Ashraf and had a discussion about the 

potential collaboration between the two 

countries. I think Monaco can be a great 

showroom for Indian technology," he said in an 

exclusive interview with ANI. "We are a very 

small and agile country. So companies that want 

to have a real experience in a real country to show 

their technology can come to Monaco at the same 

time." Speaking of the Indian ecosystem, Genta 

said that India has a lot of talent, a lot of 

imagination and creativity. He said Monaco 

investors need to know more about India and the 

talent there to get a better understanding of the 

ecosystem. He said, "The job that India is doing 

is astonishing. It's an example for us that having 

such a big population the country has been able 

to scale at an incredible pace during Covid-19, 

which destroyed the world." "They have the best 

engineers in the world. Great companies, leaders 

in the tech world, and even the CEO of Google 

and Microsoft are Indian. They speak English, 

they have great family businesses as well. I met 

many of them when I was a student at Harvard. It 

is a great opportunity to partner with a great 

country like India and we are proud to be able to 

work with the country with such great minds," he 

added. Talking about the digital ecosystem of 

Monaco, Genta said that Monaco has been doing 

a lot of work on digital transformation. He said, 

"We were the first country in the world to launch 

5G in all territories and have a sovereign cloud. 

We have a digital identity everywhere here. 

Monaco is moving fast with education and 

economy." "Monaco has a great ecosystem for 

Indian companies to grow and test. For the 

investors in Monaco, I think it's a great 

opportunity to access a huge country like India 

and be able to contribute to the Indian ecosystem. 

So, it is two ways between us, investing in India, 

and Indian companies moving to Monaco to have 

a real showroom in the Principality (Monaco) for 

the digital products," he added. Genta said that 

the Indian residents who moved to Monaco can 

be the bridge between the two countries. It can 

help to enhance the relationship between India 

and Monaco. He was optimistic that the recent 

discussion between India and Monaco will 

strengthen their diplomatic ties. "We have to 

learn more about India. It is a huge country and 

Monaco is very small. We are less than a lakh of 

people. But we have many Indian nationals, who 

have moved here. Since they know the Indian 

ecosystem, they could be a bridge between the 

two countries. Our mutual ambassadors can help 

Indian companies to come and invest here. They 

can also make sure that we invest more in India 

and that we understand the Indian ecosystem 

better," he asserted. Credit ANI 

India elected to UNESCO's  
Inter- governmental panel for 4 years. 

Tourism Minister Reddy India has been elected 

to the Inter-governmental Committee of 

UNESCO's 2003 Convention for safeguarding 

the Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) for four 

years, Union Minister for Culture, Tourism and 

Development of North Eastern Region G. Kishan 

Reddy said on Thursday. "India gets elected for 

Intergovernmental Committee of UNESCO 2003 

Convention for Safeguarding of the Intangible 

Cultural Heritage (ICH) for the 2022-2026 

cycle," tweeted Reddy. He also said that India 

had previously served as a member of the ICH 

Committee twice, once from 2006 to 2010 and 

the second term from 2014 to 2018. "As the 

nation celebrates Azadi Ka #AmritMahotsav, 

India will be a part of two prominent Committees 

of UNESCO - Intangible Cultural Heritage 

(2022-2026) and World Heritage (2021-2025). 

This is yet another opportunity for India to 

reinstate the values of 'Vasudeva Kutumbakam'," 

the Union Minister added. The 

Intergovernmental Committee of the 2003 

Convention consists of 24 members, which are 

elected by the General Assembly of the States 

Parties. The General Assembly meets in ordinary 

sessions every two years and may convene 

extraordinary sessions if it deems it necessary or 

at the request of either the Committee or of at 

least one-third of the States Parties, according to 

UNESCO ICH. Half of the Committee members 

are renewed every two years. In order to reflect 

the diversity of opinions and of safeguarding 

ANI 
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measures concerning intangible cultural heritage 

around the world, the General Assembly decided 

to apply the principle of equitable geographical 

distribution to the election of Committee 

members. The number of Committee members 

from each region proportionally depends on the 

number of States from that region that has already 

ratified the Convention. The Committee meets in 

ordinary sessions every year and in extraordinary 

sessions at the request of at least two-thirds of its 

States Members. Credit ANI 

US famous national park partially closed due 
to wildfire 

A wildfire forced a partial closure Thursday 

at Yosemite National Park, one of the most 

visited national parks in the United States. 

The blaze, dubbed the Washburn Fire, burned in 

the lower portion of the Mariposa Grove, home to 

more than 500 mature giant sequoias, the park 

administration tweeted Thursday evening. 

It wasn't immediately clear so far whether the fire 

had damaged or threatened the historic tree 

grove. Giant sequoia specimens are the most 

massive trees on Earth. These trees occur 

naturally only in groves on the western slopes of 

the Sierra Nevada Mountain range of California 

and the largest of them are as tall as a 26-story 

building on average. The park service first 

reported the fire just before local time 5:30 p.m., 

saying flames had consumed about eight acres, 

but the Fire Integrated Real Time Intelligence 

System tweeted at local time 8:00 p.m. that the 

fire had spread to 46 acres. Local media reported 

that smoke from the fire could be seen from 

Fresno, 64 miles (102.9 km) from the Mariposa 

Grove. "Firefighters are suppressing the fire from 

the ground and air. The Mariposa Grove is closed 

until further notice," the Yosemite National 

Park tweeted. Photos posted online showed that a 

Boeing 737-300 air tanker took part in the 

operation. Zeke Lunder, the Lookout.org 

working prescribed burns and large fires, said the 

fire could not be put off very soon. 

"WashburnFire will be with us for a while. Long-

range spotting makes it very difficult to control, 

and will limit effectiveness of air tankers. Lots of 

snags (standing dead trees) make fighting the fire 

directly here very dangerous." Credit ANI 

PM Modi pays heartful tribute to his 'dear 
friend' Shinzo Abe 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Friday paid a 

heartful tribute to his "dear friend" late ex-

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe who was 

shot on Friday during an election campaign in the 

Western Japanese city of Nara. PM Modi in a 

blog "My Friend, Abe San" said, "In the passing 

away of Abe, Japan and the world have lost a 

great visionary. And, I have lost a dear friend." 

He referred to him as "San" which means "Dear" 

and said that he met Abe in 2007. "I first met Abe 

San in 2007 and since then, we have had so many 

memorable interactions. I will cherish each of 

them. Abe San energised the India-Japan 

relationship. He ensured that Japan is there side 

by side as New India accelerates its growth," 

wrote PM Modi in his blog. He was the Chief 

Minister of Gujarat when met Abe. "Right from 

that first meeting, our friendship went beyond the 

trappings of office and the shackles of the official 

protocol," said PM Modi. PM Modi also shared 

his bonhomie with Abe during his visit to Toji 

temple in Kyoto, train journey on the Shinkansen, 

visit the Sabarmati Ashram in Ahmedabad, the 

Ganga Aarati in Kashi, the elaborate tea 

ceremony in Tokyo, adding that the list of "our 

memorable interactions is indeed long." The 

Prime Minister also cherished his singular honour 

of having been invited to Abe's family home in 

Yamanashi prefecture, nestled among the 

foothills of Mt Fuji. Talking about the strong 

bond between them, PM Modi said, "Even when 

he was not the Prime Minister of Japan between 

2007 and 2012, and more recently after 2020, our 

ANI 
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personal bond remained as strong as ever. Every 

meeting with Abe San was intellectually 

stimulating. He was always full of new ideas and 

invaluable insights on governance, economy, 

culture, foreign policy, and various other 

subjects." He also thanked Abe for his counsel 

that inspired him in making economic choices for 

Gujarat. "And, his support was instrumental in 

building Gujarat's vibrant partnership with 

Japan," said PM Modi. "Later on, it was my 

privilege to work with him to bring about an 

unprecedented transformation of the strategic 

partnership between India and Japan. From a 

largely narrow, bilateral economic relationship, 

Abe San helped turn it into a broad, 

comprehensive one, which not only covered 

every field of national endeavour but became 

pivotal for our two countries and the region's 

security. For him, this was one of the most 

consequential relationships for the people of our 

two countries and the world. He was resolute in 

pursuing the civil nuclear agreement with India - 

a most difficult one for his country - and decisive 

in offering the most generous terms for the High-

Speed Rail in India. As in most important 

milestones in independent India's journey, he 

ensured that Japan is there side by side as New 

India accelerates its growth," added PM Modi. 

He also hailed Abe for his contribution to India-

Japan relations which was richly recognised by 

the conferment upon him of the prestigious 

Padma Vibhushan in 2021. Credit ANI 

Amid massive protests, Gotabaya Rajapaksa 
to step down as Sri Lankan President 

Hours after thousands of protesters stormed his 

official residence in the capital of Sri Lanka, 

President Gotabaya Rajapaksa on Saturday 

agreed to step down from his post. Rajapaksa has 

informed that he will resign from the Presidency 

on the 13th July, Speaker Mahinda Yapa 

Abeywardena announced in a press conference 

this evening, according to Sri Lanka's news outlet 

Newswire. The development came following the 

announcement of resignation by Sri Lankan 

Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe from his 

post. Earlier, Abeywardene in a letter addressed 

to the President informed him that he should 

resign from his post immediately and convene 

Parliament in seven days to appoint an acting 

President, Daily Mirror reported. He has also 

informed that the new administration should be 

formed with a new Prime Minister and then go 

for a general election after a specific time period. 

Dramatic visuals from outside Rajapakse's 

residence on Saturday showed a sea of 

demonstrators storming into the compound, 

tearing down security cordons placed by police, 

taking a dip in the swimming pool and romping 

through his kitchen and home. Sri Lankan Prime 

Minister said in a statement that he took this 

decision in view of the fact that island-wide fuel 

distribution is due to recommence this week, the 

World Food Program Director is due to visit the 

country this week and the Debt Sustainability 

report for the IMF is due to be finalised shortly." 

"So as to ensure the safety of the citizens, he is 

agreeable to this recommendation by the 

Opposition Party Leaders," the statement reads. 

Meanwhile, Sri Lankan MP Harsha de Silva said 

that the majority of party leaders had agreed on 

President and Prime Minister's resignation and 

the Speaker to act as President for a maximum of 

30 days. He further said that the leaders also 

agreed on the election of MP as President for the 

remaining term will be elected by the parliament. 

"All party interim government to be appointed in 

the next few days," he added. Earlier, Prime 

Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe summoned an 

emergency Party Leaders meeting to discuss the 

situation and come to a swift resolution. The 

worsening economic situation in the country has 

led to increasing tensions and over the last few 

weeks, there were reports of several 

confrontations between individuals and members 

of the police force and the armed forces at fuel 

stations where thousands of desperate members 

of the public have queued for hours and 

sometimes days Sri Lanka is suffering its worst 

economic crisis since gaining independence in 

1948, which comes on the heels of successive 

waves of COVID-19, threatening to undo years 

of development progress and severely 

undermining the country's ability to achieve the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The oil 

ANI 
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supply shortage has forced schools and 

government offices to close until further notice. 

Reduced domestic agricultural production, a lack 

of foreign exchange reserves, and local currency 

depreciation have fuelled the shortages. The 

economic crisis will push families into hunger 

and poverty - some for the first time - adding to 

the half a million people who the World Bank 

estimates have fallen below the poverty line 

because of the pandemic. Credit ANI 

Xi draws lessons for conquering Taiwan from 
Ukraine war: Report 

 
As the Russia-Ukraine war drags on, analysts say 

that China is keenly watching the conflict that has 

been unfolding for the past four months, in a bid 

to draw lessons for a possible invasion of Taiwan. 

The latest telephonic exchange between Chinese 

President Xi Jinping and Russian President 

Vladimir Putin on June 15 highlights the growing 

ties between the two countries in the wake of the 

Ukraine conflict. Xi on his 69th birthday called 

Vladimir Putin to reassure the Russian leader that 

"bilateral relations have maintained a sound 

development momentum in the face of global 

turbulence and transformations." The Chinese 

President's pledge to Moscow for more support 

on "sovereignty and security" is tantamount to the 

Chinese leader disdainfully dismissing all earlier 

warnings from the West that China risked major 

reputational damage by not condemning the 

Kremlin. But what is more worrying for the 

leaders in the West is that Xi doubled down still 

further, pledging to deepen strategic coordination 

between the two countries. Writing for the 

Providence magazine Jianli Yang and Yan Yu, 

contended that Xi must accelerate the 

internationalization of the renminbi (RMB), and 

build an international commercial network based 

on it, free of entanglement with the dollar (USD). 

They said Xi must also pressure and assist those 

CCP political families and oligarchs who are 

reticent to transfer or shield overseas assets to do 

so. "The longer they wait, the more likely they are 

to turn against Xi due to the losses they would 

suffer in response to substantial sanctions 

imposed by Western countries." Yang and Yu 

pointed out that one of the main reasons why the 

U.S. and NATO have thus far spared the rod with 

respect to the invasion of Ukraine is Putin's 

nuclear threats. "The lesson other nations have 

learned is undoubtedly that nuclear threats work." 

"Should an attempted Chinese conquest of 

Taiwan also enter a period of stalemate, 

preventing Chinese domestic anti-war activists 

from using international public opinion to 

enhance their strength and promote political 

change may be Xi's first priority," they added. 

Regardless of the side which wins the Russia-

Ukraine war, Yang and Yu said as long as Putin 

survives, it is in the Xi regime's best interests, 

because Moscow will continue to consume the 

attention of the democratic world against long-

term threats to it. "To minimize the positive 

impact of Xi's influence, Western powers such as 

the United States and the EU should effectively 

resist the brutal expansionism of autocratic 

countries by providing sufficient support to 

Ukraine to help Ukraine to quickly win the war, 

thus turning the substantial unity of the 

democratic world into a decisive military factor," 

they added. Credit ANI. 

Gardening can promote better mental 
health: 

 
New research suggests that many people may 

indeed reap mental health benefits from working 

with plants even if they've never gardened before. 

In a study published in the journal PLOS ONE, 

University of Florida scientists found that 

gardening activities lowered stress, anxiety and 

depression in healthy women who attended 

twice-weekly gardening classes. None of study 
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participants had gardened before. "Past studies 

have shown that gardening can help improve the 

mental health of people who have existing 

medical conditions or challenges. Our study 

shows that healthy people can also experience a 

boost in mental wellbeing through gardening," 

said Charles Guy, principal investigator on the 

study and a professor emeritus in the UF/IFAS 

environmental horticulture department. The 

study was co-authored by an interdisciplinary 

team of researchers with the environmental 

horticulture department, the UF College of 

Medicine, the UF Center for Arts in Medicine and 

the UF Wilmot Botanical Gardens, which also 

hosted all the study treatment sessions. Thirty-

two women between the ages of 26 and 49 

completed the study. All were in good health, 

which for this experiment meant screening for 

factors such as chronic health conditions, tobacco 

use and drug abuse, and having been prescribed 

medications for anxiety or depression. Half of the 

participants were assigned to gardening sessions, 

while the other half were assigned to art-making 

sessions. Both groups met twice a week for a total 

eight times. The art group served as a point of 

comparison with the gardening group. "Both 

gardening and art activities involve learning, 

planning, creativity and physical movement, and 

they are both used therapeutically in medical 

settings. This makes them more comparable, 

scientifically speaking, than, for example, 

gardening and bowling or gardening and 

reading," Guy explained. In the gardening 

sessions, participants learned how to compare 

and sow seeds, transplant different kinds of 

plants, and harvest and taste edible plants. Those 

in the art making sessions learned techniques 

such as papermaking, printmaking, drawing and 

collage. Participants completed a series of 

assessments measuring anxiety, depression, 

stress and mood. The researchers found that the 

gardening and art making groups experienced 

similar improvements in mental health over time, 

with gardeners reporting slightly less anxiety 

than art makers. Given the relatively small 

number of participants and the length of the 

study, the researchers were still able to 

demonstrate evidence of what medical clinicians 

would call the dosage effects of gardening -- that 

is, how much gardening someone has to do to see 

improvements in mental health. "Larger-scale 

studies may reveal more about how gardening is 

correlated with changes in mental health," Guy 

explained. "We believe this research shows 

promise for mental wellbeing, plants in 

healthcare and in public health. It would be great 

to see other researchers use our work as a basis 

for those kinds of studies." The idea of using 

gardening to promote better health and wellbeing 

-- called therapeutic horticulture -- has been 

around since the 19th century. But why does 

being around plants make us feel good? The 

answer might be found in the important role of 

plants in human evolution and the rise of 

civilization, the study's authors explain. As a 

species, we may be innately attracted to plants 

because we depend on them for food, shelter and 

other means of our survival. Whatever the deeper 

reasons might be, many of the study participants 

left the experiment with a newly discovered 

passion, the researchers noted. "At the end of the 

experiment, many of the participants were saying 

not just how much they enjoyed the sessions but 

also how they planned to keep gardening,'" Guy 

said. Credit ANI 

Childhood obesity occurring at greater 
frequency, younger ages 

Study Despite numerous public health initiatives 

to encourage healthy behaviours and improve 

living conditions the rates of new cases of obesity 

in elementary school are higher and are occurring 

earlier in childhood than they were even a decade 

earlier, according to a new study. Obesity in 

childhood and early adolescence can be linked to 

poor mental health and are often precursors to 

chronic diseases in adulthood, including diabetes 

and cardiovascular disease. The new study, 

published in Pediatrics, was led by Solveig A. 

Cunningham, PhD. The multidisciplinary Emory 

team includes co-senior authors Michael R. 

Kramer, PhD, K.M. Venkat Narayan, MD, and 

postdoctoral fellow Rebecca Jones, PhD. The 

researchers analyzed at what ages children are 

most likely to develop obesity and which children 

are at the highest risk. They compared data on 

children entering kindergarten in 1998 and in 

2010 and followed them through fifth grade. The 

ANI 
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data are nationally representative, so findings can 

be generalized to children growing up in the 

United States. Major findings from the study 

include: Approximately 40 percent of today's 

high school students and young adults had 

experienced obesity or could be categorized as 

overweight before leaving primary school. 

Children born in the 2000s experienced rates of 

obesity at higher levels and at younger ages than 

children 12 years earlier, despite public health 

campaigns and interventions aimed at preventing 

obesity. Non-Black Hispanic kindergartners had 

a 29 percent higher incidence of developing 

obesity by fifth grade compared to non-Black 

Hispanic kindergartners 12 years earlier. Risk of 

developing obesity in primary school among the 

most economically disadvantaged groups 

increased by 15 percent. "These worrying data 

indicate that the childhood obesity epidemic in 

the United States continues to grow and get more 

serious. Our knowledge about effective 

interventions to fight this also seems limited," 

says Narayan. "We urgently need an aggressive 

national strategy for interdisciplinary research 

and public health to stem the tide of childhood 

obesity and its consequences in the US and 

worldwide." Cunningham adds, "For decades, we 

have seen the number of children with obesity 

increasing, in spite of extensive efforts from 

many parents and policy makers to improve 

children's nutrition, physical activity and living 

environments. Have these efforts worked? Is 

obesity finally receding? Our findings indicate 

that no, obesity must continue to be a public 

health priority." Credit ANI 

Former NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant to 
become India's G20 Sherpa: Sources 

 
Former NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant is going 

to be India's new G20 Sherpa as Union 

Commerce Minister Piyush Goel will give up his 

position as he has been tasked with other pressing 

duties, sources familiar with the matter said. With 

the G-20 presidency coming to India in 

November, a full-time Sherpa is required, who 

would need to devote a lot of time to numerous 

meetings that will be held in different parts of the 

country. Minister Piyush Goyal has been tasked 

with other pressing duties like the Leader of 

Rajya Sabha which was given to him after his 

appointment as Sherpa, sources said. This 

combined with an intensive workload in 

Ministries like Commerce and Industry 

(accelerating Free Trade Agreements FTAs, 

WTO among others), Ministry of Consumer 

Affairs, Food and Public Distribution (CAFPD) 

and Textiles would limit his involvement in this 

critical time. G20 is a major international 

grouping that brings together 19 of the world's 

major economies and the European Union, with 

its members accounting for more than 80 per cent 

of global GDP, 75 per cent of global trade and 60 

per cent of global population. Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi has been leading India's 

representation at G20 Summits since 2014. India 

has been a member of the G20 since its inception 

in 1999. India will be holding the G20 Presidency 

from 1 December 2022 and will convene the G20 

Leaders' Summit in 2023 for the first time. 

Responding to a question in the Rajya Sabha on 

the manner in which India is preparing to assume 

the responsibility of the Presidency of G20 this 

year in December, the Minister of State for 

External Affairs Rajkumar Ranjan Singh on 

Thursday elaborated upon the role of India as the 

G-20 Presidency and the responsibilities and 

power the position would bring. "As a founding 

member of the G20, India has constantly 

contributed towards its discussions on issues of 

global importance, including those that impact 

the most vulnerable around the world," said the 

Minister of State. "As the G20 Presidency, India 

will set the agenda for the year, identify the 

themes and focus areas, conduct discussions and 

work out outcome documents. The G20 

Secretariat will be responsible for a smooth 

transition from the previous Presidency, 

preparations and conduct," the Minister of State 

added. The G20 process is divided into the 

Sherpa track and the Finance track. Under the 

Sherpa track, about 100 official meetings are 

expected to be organized in the areas of 

employment, health, digital economy, trade, 

investment & industry, environment & climate, 

ANI 
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energy, anti-corruption, agriculture, tourism, 

culture, and socio-economic development, 

education, and women empowerment. Under the 

Finance track, about 40 meetings are expected to 

be organized including those in the areas of 

international financial architecture, financial 

inclusion and sustainable finance, financing for 

infrastructure, climate finance and tax matters. 

"In addition, programs and events to showcase 

India's diversity and culture and to promote India 

as a business and tourism destination will also be 

organized for the visiting G20 delegates," the 

Minister of state said. In December 2021, India 

joined the G20 Troika of Indonesia, Italy, and 

India - the current, previous and incoming G20 

Presidencies, respectively. Credit ANI  

Chinese ice cream brand ‘Chicecream’ 
doesn’t melt even under fire 

Chinese ice cream brand ‘Chicecream’ is under 

fire as it does not melt even under a blowtorch. A 

viral video of expensive ice treats not seeming to 

melt when exposed to a lighter has been viewed 

500 million times on the popular Chinese website 

Weibo, reported New York Post (NYP). But is it 

a healthy food product- ‘No’ as the ingredient in 

question is carrageenans, a seaweed extract, that 

some studies have suggested causes health 

problems and perhaps even cancer. However, the 

Chinese ice cream brand claimed in a statement 

released on Weibo, “The main components of the 

bay salt coconut-flavoured ice cream are milk, 

single cream, coconut pulp, condensed milk and 

milk powder. Forty per cent of this ice cream is 

solid materials.” The company has stated 

carrageenans are widely used in ice cream and 

beverages. “The carrageenan gum helps the milk 

proteins maintain stability,” they said. 

Consumers still aren’t completely convinced of 

how safe their basalt coconut ice cream actually 

is and why it’s so expensive, reported NYT. 

“They’ve added flame-retardants to the ice cream  

no wonder it costs that much,” another social 

media comment read. The footage sparked 

brouhaha online, prompting users to question the 

company’s high prices and whether the products 

were overloaded with additives. People who saw 

the post questioned what was in the USD 10 

popsicle. Other videos that circulated showed the 

ice cream seeming to stay solid in an 88-degree 

room and under a blowtorch, reported NYP. 

“What’s it made out of that it can be that sturdy?” 

one person asked on social media, according to 

the DailyStar. Dubbed the “Hermes of Ice 

Cream” due to its products’ high prices, 

Shanghai-based Chicecream known as Zhong 

Xue Gao in Chinese has stated “that all of its 

products are in line with quality standards set by 

China’s national authority. Chicecream has 

promoted itself as a Chinese alternative to 

Western brands such as Magnum and Haagen-

Dazs, using supposedly natural ingredients and 

locally-inspired product designs. Credit ANI 

Australia’s major cruise ship sparks COVID-
19 outbreak 

 
A large cruise ship, destined to arrive in 

Australia’s most populous state of New South 

Wales (NSW), has been struck by a COVID-19 

outbreak, leaving more than 2,000 guests affected 

on the ship. More than 100 passengers and staff 

were infected on the cruise ship, Coral Princess, 

which traveled from the state of Queensland and 

is due to dock in NSW, the national broadcaster 

ABC reported on Tuesday. The NSW health 

department said on Tuesday that the vast majority 

of COVID-19 cases on the ship are crew 

members. While a small number of passengers 

have been diagnosed with the virus on the ship, 

their infections were most likely acquired prior to 
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boarding. All COVID-positive people are 

isolated and being cared for by the onboard 

medical team. The health department assessed the 

risk level of this outbreak as “amber”, which 

indicates a moderate impact on the vessel. The 

ship is currently heading to the South Coast of 

NSW. No crew members will disembark and all 

passengers disembarking will be requested to 

return a negative RAT result first. It is also 

scheduled to be docked in NSW’s Sydney for one 

day on Wednesday before travelling to 

Queensland’s capital, Brisbane. Queensland 

Health Minister Yvette D’Ath told local media on 

Monday that COVID-19 protocols were in place 

on the ship before the outbreak, and the outbreak 

on the cruise ship was expected. “This was 

always going to happen just like the rest of the 

community,” D’Ath said. “The virus is 

everywhere and there’s no escaping that, but I do 

want to acknowledge that the public health units, 

along with the cruise line, are doing all the right 

things and following the protocols in place.” 

Queensland reported 6,768 new COVID-19 cases 

and 860 hospitalizations on Tuesday, with the 

number of active cases now at 43,047. NSW 

reported 10,806 new COVID-19 cases and 2,049 

hospitalizations in the past 24 hours to 4:00 p.m. 

Monday. Credit ANI 

 

Sri Lankans turn to bicycles amid fuel 
shortage, skyrocketing prices 

As hundreds of Sri Lankans continue to queue up 

at petrol pumps across the debt-ridden country 

every day amid fuel shortage, a large number of 

people are ditching their cars and motorcycles for 

bicycles for their daily commute. The economic 

crisis which is the worst in Sri Lanka’s history 

has prompted an acute shortage of essential items 

like fuel. Skyrocketing prices of fuel are also one 

of the reasons behind the spike in bicycle sales 

and some stores are running out of stock. Locals 

are often seen riding bicycles to offices and 

colleges. Locklin, who works as an HR in a 

private company in Colombo, said that he can 

neither afford petrol at the current price nor has 

the time to stand in long queues. “Due to the 

current economic situation in the country, we 

started using bicycles. We cannot afford to get 

petrol and we have no time to stand in the queues. 

Sometimes, standing in the queues also does not 

give a surety that we will get the petrol,” Locklin 

told ANI. “So, right now cycling is the best 

option. I have two cycles, one I use for daily use. 

I usually travel to my workplace by bicycle. It is 

8-10 km from my place. Since lately, the crisis 

has begun, there are a lot of people who have 

switched to public transport and bicycles,” he 

added. The current price of petrol is Sri Lankan 

rupee 470 per litre and diesel is being sold at Sri 

Lankan rupee 460 per litre. Speaking to ANI, 

locals said that the prices of bicycles have 

increased upto 30 per cent. “I am using bicycles 

for going office and my family and many friends 

are doing the same,” said a local resident who 

visited the shop to buy cycle parts. Long queues 

at fuel stations in Sri Lanka is the new normal and 

prices fluctuate subject to availability. Locals 

claim they wait for 4-5 days in queues to get fuel. 

“I came here on Thursday, we wait in queue for 

4-5 days. But they have set a limit of Rs 1500 for 

bikes – just 3 litres isn’t enough, we are in courier 

service,” said a local resident said. Earlier this 

month, Sri Lankan Minister of Power and Energy 

Kanchana Wijesekera said that Sri Lanka needs 

to pay USD 587 million to several foreign oil 

companies for planned fuel imports until mid-

August. Notably, three ships containing petrol 

and diesel are expected to reach the country this 

month and another in August the Chairman of 

Lanka IOC, the subsidiary of Indian Oil 

Corporation, said on Saturday as it will give relief 

to the people facing fuel shortages. One ship is 

expected to arrive between July 13 and 15 and 

another ship is scheduled to reach between July 

29 and 31.  

Credit ANI 
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World Hepatitis Day 

is observed each year on 28 July to raise 

awareness of viral hepatitis, which causes 

inflammation of the liver that leads to severe 

disease and liver cancer. The world is currently 

facing a new outbreak of unexplained acute 

hepatitis infections affecting children. WHO, 

together with scientists and policymakers in 

affected countries, are working to understand the 

cause of this infection that does not appear to 

belong to any of the known 5 types of hepatitis 

viruses: A, B, C, D, and E. This new outbreak 

brings focus on thousands of acute viral hepatitis 

infections that occur among children, adolescents 

and adults every year. Most acute hepatitis 

infections cause mild disease and even go 

undetected. But in some cases, they can lead 

complications and be fatal. In 2019 alone, an 

estimated 78 000 deaths occurred worldwide due 

to complications of acute hepatitis A to E 

infections. Global efforts prioritize the 

elimination of the hepatitis infections B, C and D 

infections. Unlike acute viral hepatitis, these 3 

infections cause chronic hepatitis that lasts for 

several decades and culminate in over 1 million 

deaths per year from cirrhosis and liver cancer. 

These 3 types of chronic hepatitis infections are 

responsible for over 95% of hepatitis deaths. 

While we have the guidance and tools to 

diagnose, treat, and prevent chronic viral 

hepatitis, these services are often out of reach of 

communities and are sometimes only available at 

centralized/specialized hospitals. On World 

Hepatitis Day 2022, WHO is highlighting the 

need for bringing hepatitis care closer to the 

primary health facilities and communities so that 

people have better access to treatment and care, 

no matter what type of hepatitis they may have. 

Credit WHO 

Urgent call for better use of existing vaccines 
and development of new vaccines to tackle 
AMR 

WHO today released the first-ever report on the 

pipeline of the vaccines currently in development 

to prevent infections caused by antimicrobial-

resistant (AMR) bacterial pathogens. WHO’s 

analysis points to the need to accelerate trials for 

AMR related vaccines in late-stage development 

and maximise the use of existing vaccines. The 

silent pandemic of antimicrobial resistance is of 

major growing public health concern. Resistant 

bacterial infections alone are associated with 

nearly 4.95 million deaths per year, with 1.27 

million deaths directly attributed to AMR. But 

AMR is about more than bacterial infections.  

AMR occurs when bacteria, viruses, fungi, and 

parasites change over time and no longer respond 

to medicines. When an individual becomes 

infected with these microbes, the infection is said 

to be resistant to antimicrobial medicines. These 

infections are often difficult to treat. Vaccines are 

powerful tools to prevent infections in the first 

place, and therefore have the potential to curb the 

spread of AMR infections. “Preventing infections 

using vaccination reduces the use of antibiotics, 

which is one of the main drivers of AMR. Yet of 

the top six bacterial pathogens responsible for 

deaths due to AMR, only one, Pneumococcal 

disease (Streptococcus pneumoniae) has a 

vaccine” said Dr Hanan Balkhy, WHO Assistant 

Director-General, Antimicrobial Resistance. 

“Affordable and equitable access to life-saving 

vaccines such as those against pneumococcus, are 

urgently needed to save lives, and mitigate the 

rise of AMR” she added. Of significance in the 

global fight against AMR, the bacteria noted in 

the priority pathogens list pose a significant threat 

to public health precisely because of their 

resistance to antibio tics but they currently have a 

very weak vaccine pipeline in terms of the 

WHO WHO 
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number of candidates and feasibility. Vaccines 

against these pathogens are unlikely to be 

available in the short term, and alternative 

interventions should be pursued urgently to 

prevent resistant infections due to priority 

bacterial pathogens Credit WHO 

WHO and I-DAIR to partner for inclusive, 
impactful, and responsible international 
research in artificial intelligence (AI) and 
digital health 

The World Health Organization (WHO) and the 

International Digital Health and AI Research 

Collaborative (I-DAIR) have signed a 

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) outlining 

their joint efforts to advance the use of digital 

technologies for personal and public health 

globally. Through this agreement, WHO and   

I-DAIR will work together to harness the digital 

revolution towards urgent health challenges, 

while emphasizing equity and greater 

participation from Low and Middle-Income 

Countries (LMIC) in the research and 

development and governance of the digital health 

and AI space, with particular focus on the 

inclusion of young researchers and entrepreneurs. 

The partnership will focus on achieving these 

common goals through a multi-faceted approach 

focusing on promoting scientific cross-

domain/cross-border collaboration and 

implementing innovative digital health long-term 

solutions, consistent with WHO 

recommendations and interoperability standards. 

The joint activities include inter alia the 

promotion and the development of new norms 

and guidelines for the governance of health data 

as a public good, the building of evidence cases 

for thoughtful investments in digital health 

globally, and the strengthening of stakeholders’ 

capacities - for instance via the common 

elaboration of the WHO digital health 

competency framework. Credit WHO 

New political declaration to halve road 
traffic deaths and injuries by 2030 is a 
milestone achievement 

The World Health Organization (WHO) 

welcomes the political declaration to be adopted 

by Member States during the High-level Meeting 

of the UN General Assembly on Global Road 

Safety. It commits to cut road traffic deaths and 

injuries by 50% by 2030, a milestone for road 

safety and sustainable mobility. The meeting 

takes place on 30 June – 1 July 2022 under the 

theme “The 2030 horizon for road safety: 

securing a decade of action and delivery”. Road 

safety affects everyone. We step from our homes 

every day onto roads that take us to our jobs, 

schools and to meet our vital daily needs. Yet our 

transport systems remain far too dangerous. No 

death should be acceptable on our roads. The 

future of mobility should promote health and 

well-being, protect the environment and benefit 

all,” said Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, 

Director-General, WHO. “It will require 

transformative leadership from the highest levels 

of government to act on the Political Declaration 

to make that vision a reality.” Worldwide, road 

crashes currently kill around 1.3 million people 

each year – more than 2 every minute, and more 

than 90% occur in low- and middle-income 

countries. Crashes are the biggest killer of 

children and young people globally. More than 

50 million people have died on the world’s roads 

since the invention of the automobile, more than 

the number of deaths in the First World War or in 

some of the worst global epidemics. Countries 

and cities guided by the plan are seeing dramatic 

reductions in deaths. For example, the Colombian 

capital of Bogota halved deaths over 10 years 

through a set of integrated actions, including 

wide-ranging technical improvements and 

regulatory reforms that were driven by strong 

leadership. Credit WHO 
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President Biden Reveals First Image from 
NASA’s Webb Telescope  

 
President Joe Biden released the first full-color 

image from NASA’s James Webb Space 

Telescope Monday, during a public event at the 

White House in Washington. This first image 

showcases the powerful capabilities of the Webb 

mission, a partnership with ESA (European 

Space Agency) and CSA (Canadian Space 

Agency). “These images are going to remind the 

world that America can do big things, and remind 

the American people especially our children that 

there’s nothing beyond our capacity,” said 

President Biden in remarks during the event. “We 

can see possibilities no one has ever seen before. 

We can go places no one has ever gone before.” 

Webb’s first full-color image reveals thousands 

of galaxies, including the faintest objects ever 

observed in the infrared. "Webb's First Deep 

Field is not only the first full-color image from 

the James Webb Space Telescope, it’s the deepest 

and sharpest infrared image of the distant 

universe, so far. This image covers a patch of sky 

approximately the size of a grain of sand held at 

arm’s length. It’s just a tiny sliver of the vast 

universe," said NASA Administrator Bill Nelson. 

“This mission was made possible by human 

ingenuity – the incredible NASA Webb team and 

our international partners at the European Space 

Agency and the Canadian Space Agency. Webb 

is just the start of what we can accomplish in the 

future when we work together for the benefit of 

humanity." “Scientists are thrilled that Webb is 

alive and as powerful as we hoped, far beyond 

Hubble, and that it survived all hazards to be our 

golden eye in the sky,” said John Mather, Webb 

senior project scientist at NASA’s Goddard 

Credit NASA 

NASA, SpaceX Launch Climate Science 
Research, More to Space Station 

 
The Earth Surface Mineral Dust Source 

Investigation (EMIT), developed by NASA’s Jet 

Propulsion Laboratory in Southern California, 

employs NASA imaging spectroscopy 

technology to measure the mineral composition 

of dust in Earth's arid regions. Mineral dust blown 

into the air can travel significant distances and 

affect Earth’s climate, weather, vegetation, and 

more. For example, dust containing dark minerals 

that absorb sunlight can warm an area, while 

light-colored mineral dust can cool it. Blowing 

dust also affects air quality, surface conditions 

such as rate of snow melt, and phytoplankton 

health in the ocean. The investigation collects 

images for one year to generate maps of the 

mineral composition in the regions on Earth that 

produce dust. Such mapping could advance our 

understanding of the effects of mineral dust on 

human populations now and in the future. 

Biopolymer Research for In-Situ Capabilities 

looks at how microgravity affects the process of 

creating a concrete alternative made with an 

organic material and on-site materials, such as 

lunar or Martian dust, known as a biopolymer soil 

composite. Using resources available where 

construction takes place makes it possible to 

increase the amount of shielding. These are just a 

few of the hundreds of investigations currently 

being conducted aboard the orbiting laboratory in 

the areas of biology and biotechnology, physical 

sciences, and Earth and space science. Advances 

in these areas will help keep astronauts healthy 

during long-duration space travel and 

demonstrate technologies for future human and 

robotic exploration beyond low-Earth orbit to the 

Moon and Mars through NASA’s Artemis 

program. Credit NASA 

NASA 
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Morning Planet Alignment 

Set your alarm for dawn. The brightest planets in 

the solar system have lined up in order of their 

distance from the sun. They appear in the eastern 

sky just before the rising sun. On June 26th the 

crescent Moon will glide by Venus, adding a 

beautiful conjunction to the display. The rare 

sight of five bright planets lining up with the 

moon wowed skywatchers around the world 

Friday, with some gearing up for more this 

weekend to see a planetary sight that won't 

happen again until 2040. Throughout June, 

Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter and Saturn have 

lined up from left to right, in their orbital order 

from the sun, before dawn in the southeastern 

sky. Early Friday (June 24), the moon joined the 

planet parade in an awesome sight captured by 

astrophotographer Wright Dobbs, a 

meteorologist for the U.S. National Weather 

Service in Tallahassee, Florida. "Seeing the night 

sky is amazing and, knowing the rarity of these 

alignments, you have to take every opportunity to 

view and capture it. Credit Space weather 

AURORAS ON THE 4TH OF JULY 

A CME that narrowly missed Earth on July 1st is 

still making auroras four days later. Greg Ash 

photographed the light show during the early 

hours of July 4th from Ely, Minnesota: "It was a 

pleasure to watch three generations captivated by 

this beautiful pulsating colorful light show," says 

Ash. "The auroras were very visible to the naked 

eye." The CME that caused the display was 

probably launched from the sun on June 28th by 

an erupting filament of magnetism. It wasn't 

squarely on the sun-Earth line and didn't actually 

strike our planet. Instead, it shoved some dense 

solar wind plasma in our direction as it passed by; 

think of the wake of a passing speed boat.  

Credit Space weather 

COMET K2 ENTERS THE INNER SOLAR 
SYSTEM 

For the past 3 million years, Comet C/2017 K2 

(PanSTARRS) has been falling toward the sun--

a long, slow journey from the Oort cloud. Finally, 

it's here. Austrian astrophotographer Michael 

Jaeger photographed "Comet K2" entering the 

inner solar system on June 25th: "This is a 22-

minute exposure with my 16-inch telescope," 

says Jaeger. "The comet was about 9th 

magnitude." Comet K2 caused a sensation when 

it was discovered in 2017. At first, it appeared to 

be one of the biggest comets in modern history, 

with a nucleus as much as 160 km wide. Hubble 

Space Telescope observations have since 

downsized it to 18 km. That's still big (typical 

comet nuclei measure 1 to 3 km), but not a record 

setter. K2 is comparable in size to Halley's 

Comet. The comet will make its closest approach 

to Earth (1.8 AU away) on July 14th, brightening 

Space weather 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oort_cloud
https://www.nasa.gov/feature/goddard/2022/hubble-confirms-largest-comet-nucleus-ever-seen
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to 7th or 8th magnitude. This is too dim to see 

with the naked eye, but an easy target for 

backyard telescopes. A good time to look is now 

before the full Moon of July 13th interferes. 

Comet K2 may be found high in the midnight sky 

in the constellation Ophiuchus.  

Credit Space weather 

THE BASTILLE DAY EVENT 

You know a solar flare is strong when even the 

Voyager spacecraft feel it. Twenty-two years ago 

today (July 14, 2000) the sun exploded with so 

much force, it sent shockwaves to the edge of the 

solar system. Earth was on the doorstep of the 

blast, nicknamed the "Bastille Day Event" 

because it happened on the National Day of 

France. Subatomic particles accelerated by the 

flare peppered satellites and penetrated deep into 

Earth's atmosphere. Radiation sensors on Earth's 

surface registered a rare GLE--a "ground-level 

event." "People flying in commercial jets at high 

latitudes would have received double their usual 

radiation dose," says Clive Dyer of the University 

of Surrey Space Centre in Guildford UK, who 

studies extreme space weather. "It was quite an 

energetic event--one of the strongest of the past 

20 years." A day later the CME arrived. Impact 

on July 15th sparked an extreme (Kp=9) 

geomagnetic storm. The sun had just set on the 

east coast of North America when the auroras 

appeared. "I was out in the yard doing chores and 

saw bright red auroras overhead," recalls Uwe 

Heine of Caswell County, North Carolina. "I 

called over to our neighbor, Carrie, who was also 

outside. I told her those were not sunset colors. It 

was an aurora, and super rare to see this far 

south!" In New York, the sky exploded with light, 

recalls Lou Michael Moure. "I was living on 

Long Island at the time. A family member came 

running into my room, begging me to come 

outside to see 'the sky on fire.' The sky truly 

looked as if it was ablaze. Hues of white and 

green eventually gave way to reds that blanketed 

the heavens from horizon to horizon." 

By the time the storm subsided on July 16th, 

auroras had been reported as far south as Texas, 

Florida and Mexico. A few other storms of the 

Space Age have have been equally strong, but the 

Bastille Day Event is special to researchers. It 

was the first major solar storm after the 1995 

launch of SOHO, the Solar and Heliospheric 

Observatory. Data from the young satellite taught 

researchers a lot, very quickly, about the physics 

of extreme flares. Credit Space weather 

SPACE JUNK OVER MONTANA:  

Across western Montana, reports are coming in 

of flaming objects in the sky. "Last night (July 

12th) at 10:33 pm something big exploded and 

caught fire in the atmosphere," reports Marcin 

Grzybowski, who video recorded some of the 

fragments: Misty Lundberg of Bozeman, MT, 

saw it, too. "It started as a bright white cloud, 

which broke apart into flaming bits streaking 

across the sky," she says. This may have been the 

fuel tank of an old Russian rocket. Shortly before 

the explosion over Montana, the U.S. Department 

of Defense Space Track website issued a 

Trajectory Impact Prediction (TIP) message for 

an object called "BREEZE-M DEB (TANK)." 

According to their alert, a Breeze-M fuel tank 

would fall into Earth's atmosphere on July 13th at 

04:06 ± 52 minutes UT. That fits the timing of the 

Montana explosion. The fuel tank had been 

orbiting Earth for almost 10 years. It was part of 

a rocket that launched Russia's Yamal 402 

geostationary communications satellite on Dec. 

8th, 2012. Recent increases in solar activity 

(thank you, Solar Cycle 25) accelerated its orbital 

decay, finally bringing it down in a fiery display 

Credit Space weather. 

 

 

Space weather 

https://www.spaceweather.com/images2022/14jul22/20years.png
https://www.spaceweather.com/images2022/14jul22/20years.png
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World Nature Conservation Day 

 

World Nature Conservation Day is an annual event held on July 28. This day stresses the need for 

preserving a healthy environment and natural resources to maintain a stable and healthy society. Saving 

plants and animals that face the threat of extinction is one of the primary goals of World Nature 

Conservation Day. Also, the celebrations emphasize keeping the various components of nature such as 

flora, fauna, energy resources, soil, water, and air intact. In addition, World Nature Conservation Day 

underlines the need for preserving the environment for future generations. We are therefore tasked with 

the need to leave a healthy planet for those coming after us to enjoy. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

For any information on Vandu Net Amateur Radio contact Mr. Kanappan +91-9094025179 
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