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PM Modi reviews India-Sweden bilateral 
partnership with counterpart Andersson 

On the sidelines of the 2nd India-Nordic Summit 

in Copenhagen, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

on Wednesday held talks with his Swedish 

counterpart Magdalena Andersson where both 

sides reviewed the progress made in the bilateral 

partnership. This was the first meeting between 

the two leaders. Both leaders also discussed 

possibilities of deepening cooperation in areas 

like innovation, climate technology, climate 

action, green hydrogen, space, defence, civil 

aviation, Arctic, polar research, sustainable 

mining and trade and economic ties. 

Discussions also took place on regional and 

global developments. India and Sweden have had 

longstanding close relations based on common 

values; strong business, investment and R&D 

linkages; and similar approaches to global peace, 

security and development. Innovation, 

technology, investment and R&D collaborations 

provide the bedrock of this modern relationship. 

During the 2018 visit of Prime Minister Modi to 

Sweden on the occasion of the 1st Nordic 

Summit, the two sides had adopted a wide-

ranging Joint Action Plan and signed a Joint 

Innovation Partnership, said the Ministry of 

External Affairs Dr S Jaishankar. 

In the meeting, the two leaders reviewed the 

progress made in our bilateral partnership. They 

also expressed satisfaction with the progress 

made by the lead IT initiative. This was an India-

Sweden joint global initiative to set up a 

Leadership Group on Industry Transition 

(LeadIT) in September 2019 at the UN Climate 

Action Summit to help guide the world’s heaviest 

greenhouse gas (GHG) emitting industries 

toward a low-carbon economy. Its membership 

has now grown to 35 with 16 countries and 19 

companies. Ahead of the India-Nordic summit set 

to take place on Wednesday, Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi, who is on the final leg of his 3-

day Europe visit, holds bilateral talks with 

Norwegian PM Jonas Gahr Store. 

Taking to Twitter, Prime Minister’s Office wrote, 

“Boosting friendship with Norway. Prime 

Ministers @narendramodi and @jonasgahrstore 

meet in Copenhagen. They are taking stock of the 

full range of bilateral relations between the two 

nations and ways to deepen developmental 

cooperation.” PM Modi will also hold bilateral 

meetings with the Prime Ministers of Iceland and 

Finland. “On the side-lines of the Summit, I will 

also meet the leaders of the other four Nordic 

countries and review the progress in India’s 

bilateral relations with them,” PM Modi had said. 

Following the bilateral talks, PM Modi will 

participate in the India-Nordic summit in 

Denmark, before departing for Paris to meet the 

newly re-elected President Emmanuel Macron on 

the final day of his 3-day Europe visit on 

Wednesday. Credit ANI 

China’s independent refiners secretly buying 
Russian oil at steep discount 

At a time when Western countries are mulling an 

embargo on Russian oil amid its military 

operations in Ukraine, China’s independent 

refiners are discreetly buying Russian oil at steep 

discounts. As per UK media reports, an 

independent refinery based in Shandong in 

eastern China said the refinery has not publicly 

reported deals with Russian oil suppliers since the 

start of Moscow’s operations in Ukraine to avoid 

US sanctions, reported Sputnik. According to the 

official, state-owned commodity trading firms 

gave the refinery some of the purchased quotas 

for Russian crude oil. State trading companies 
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have mostly declined to sign new supply 

contracts. The media report said it was the way 

for some importers to bypass traditional routes to 

access cheap Russian oil and made it possible for 

Beijing to maintain a low profile amid the West’s 

policy to roll out more and more anti-Russian 

sanctions, reported Sputnik. This comes amid 

reports of deepening China-Russia ties in the 

aftermath of the Russia-Ukraine war and the 

widening rift between Beijing and the West. 

Moreover, China is willing to help out Russia is 

facing western sanctions brought on by the 

invasion of Ukraine but only to that extent where 

it does not face sanctions and its internal food 

security is not compromised. Western countries 

announced a series of new sanctions against 

Russia over Moscow’s special military operation 

in Ukraine, and Europe has begun to voice 

statements about the need to reduce dependence 

on Russian energy resources more intensively. 

The course to reject oil and gas supplies from 

Russia is actively supported by the United States, 

which calls on alternative producers to increase 

their production, reported Sputnik. Credit ANI 

 
China changing gears of its Latin America 
lending strategy 

 
China has changed its lending strategy towards 

Latin America, and now instead of giving state-

to-state loans, it is now focused on financing 

Chinese firms that operate in the region. China's 

policy banks stopped offering new loans to Latin 

American governments in 2020. Instead, the new 

Chinese financial approach to the region is 

focused on private financing initiatives in the 

energy, mining, and infrastructure sectors. 

China's policy banks have been lending to 

countries in Latin America and the Caribbean 

however these loans have come to a standstill and 

no new state-to-state loans have been issued over 

the past two years, reported Voice of America. 

The trend of state-to-state loans accelerated with 

the global financial crisis in 2008, which reduced 

the financial options for emerging markets. 

Countries, such as Argentina, Ecuador, and 

Venezuela were deeply in debt with Western 

institutions and turned to Beijing. China's top 

three recipients of loans were Brazil, Ecuador, 

and Venezuela. These loans often came with 

conditions guaranteeing Beijing access to those 

countries' natural resources. 

Credit ANI 

 

Trump-backed JD Vance with Indian 
connection wins Ohio Primary for US Senate 

 
JD Vance, a former US President Donald Trump-

backed candidate, and who has an Indian 

connection, won the Republican Ohio primary 

elections for US Senate. Indian origin, Usha 

Chilukuri Vance, is the wife of JD Vance. 

Currently, Chilukuri is a litigator in the San 

Francisco and Washington DC offices of 

Munger, Tolles & Olson, a law firm. Her practice 

focuses on complex civil litigation and appeals in 

a wide variety of sectors, including higher 

education, local government, entertainment, and 

technology. JD Vance emerged victorious in the 

Ohio GOP (Republican National Committee) 

Senate Primary and is set to face Democrat Tim 

Ryan, who won Ohio’s open Senate seat 

nominations. The couple met while they were 

both law students at Yale. Chilukuri has been 

married to author and politician JD Vance since 

2014. Indian-origin Chilukuri lives with her 

husband and three children in Cincinnati, Ohio. 

The couple is raising their three children in 

Cincinnati, Ohio. Their first son, Ewan Blaine, 

was born in 2017. Vance does not appear to have 

shared his second son’s name publicly, although 

he does have a family photo, including the two 

ANI ANI 
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boys on his Senate campaign website. Chilukuri 

and Vance welcomed their third child in 

December 2021. Vance shared on social media, 

“We were blessed with an early Christmas 

present this year. Everyone, please meet Mirabel 

Rose Vance, our first girl. Mama and baby both 

doing great, and we’re feeling very grateful this 

Christmas season.” Chilukuri listed San Diego, 

California, as her hometown on her Facebook 

page. She attended Mt. Carmel High School, as 

per her LinkedIn account. While at Yale, she 

participated in the Supreme Court Advocacy 

Clinic, the Media Freedom and Information 

Access Clinic, and the Iraqi Refugee Assistance 

Project. She received her BA degree in history 

from Yale University in 2007 and an MPhil from 

the University of Cambridge in 2009, where she 

was a Gates Cambridge Scholar. Before entering 

law school, Vance taught American history as a 

Yale-China Teaching Fellow at Sun Yat-sen 

University in Guangzhou, China. She then 

returned to Yale to receive her law degree from 

Yale Law School, where she was executive 

development editor of the Yale Law Journal and 

managing editor of the Yale Journal of Law & 

Technology. Credit ANI. 

 

UNESCO marks 100th Anniversary of famous 
Kazakh singer Roza Baglanova 

 
Marking the 100th anniversary of pop and opera 

singer Roza Baglanova in the UNESCO list of 

anniversaries for 2022-2023, the cultural organ of 

the United Nations (UN) paid a fitting tribute to 

the legacy of the artist known as the “little 

Kazakh girl” to her people. Born in an affluent 

and connected family in 1922, Baglanova learnt 

the art of singing from her grandmother Kundei, 

who was herself musically gifted and played the 

accordion, Astana Times reported. 

Despite the affluence, Baglanova’s family had to 

suffer mass hunger in the 1930s Soviet Union, 

and soon after World War 2 began. 

Baglanova moved to Tashkent and in 1941 joined 

the Uzbek State Women’s Song and Dance 

Ensemble. A colleague of hers noted that she was 

not just an ordinary singer, but maintained the 

spirit of the soldiers at the frontline, the report 

said. An anecdote goes that she was once asked 

by a young military officer to not sing loudly as 

the enemy could start to shoot more. 

Baglanova could sing for 10-12 hours despite the 

shells exploding around her. One day she was 

injured and almost lost her eyesight, the report 

said. At the time of her injury, she first heard the 

song “What a town, Samara”, which became the 

most famous one in her repertoire, the report 

further said. Credit ANI. 
 

National Technology Day: PM Modi hails 
scientists for 1998 Pokhran tests 

 
On National Technology Day, Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi expressed gratitude to the 

scientists and their efforts that led to the 

successful Pokhran tests in 1998. Sharing a video 

clip of the Pokhran tests, PM Modi also 

remembered the "exemplary leadership of former 

Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee". He said 

that the former Prime Minister "showed 

outstanding political courage and statesmanship". 

"Today, on National Technology Day, we 

express gratitude to our brilliant scientists and 

their efforts that led to the successful Pokhran 

tests in 1998. We remember with pride the 

ANI 
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exemplary leadership of Atal Ji who showed 

outstanding political courage and 

statesmanship," PM Modi said in a tweet. 

India conducted Pokhran-II tests, a series of five 

nuclear explosions, in May 1998 at the Indian 

Army's Pokhran Test Range in Rajasthan. 

National Technology Day is observed every year 

on May 11 as a reminder of the anniversary of the 

Pokhran-II tests. Credit ANI 

 

Nepal: Indian dies while climbing Mt. 
Kanchenjunga 

 
An Indian climber died on Mt. Kanchenjunga, the 

third-highest peak in the world while ascending 

this morning, the expedition agency Pioneer 

Adventure said. Narayan Iyer, 52, is the first 

casualty of the spring season on Kanchenjunga. 

He breathed his last at an altitude of 8200 meters. 

“He was asked not to move above 8000 meters. 

However, he insisted on climbing on. Later, he 

collapsed at 8200m,” said Nivesh Karki, 

managing director of Pioneer Adventures, 

adding, “We have already informed a family 

member about the casualty.” As per the 

expedition organizer, the body of Iyer is still on 

the way to the summit. “We are attempting and 

working hard to retrieve the body from that 

altitude which often is considered as a death 

zone,” Karki said. Credit ANI 

US FDA limits use of Johnson & Johnson 
COVID-19 vaccine over blood clot risk 

 
The US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) on 

Thursday said that the Johnson & Johnson 

vaccine that has been administered to more than 

18 million Americans can potentially cause “life-

threatening blood clots”, and thereby warranted 

“limiting the authorized use of the vaccine.” 

“After conducting an updated analysis, 

evaluation and investigation of reported cases, 

the FDA has determined that the risk of 

thrombosis with thrombocytopenia syndrome 

(TTS), a syndrome of rare and potentially life-

threatening blood clots in combination with low 

levels of blood platelets with onset of symptoms 

approximately one to two weeks following 

administration of the Janssen COVID-19 

vaccine, warrants limiting the authorized use of 

the vaccine,” the FDA in a statement. 

The Johnson and Johnson vaccine was authorised 

for emergency use in February last year. 

“Our action reflects our updated analysis of the 

risk of TTS following administration of this 

vaccine and limits the use of the vaccine to 

certain individuals,” Peter Marks, director of the 

FDA’s Center for Biologics Evaluation and 

Research was quoted as saying by Xinhua News 

Agency. Marks further said the FDA has been 

closely monitoring the Janssen COVID-19 

vaccine and the occurrence of TTS following its 

administration and has used updated information 

from its safety surveillance systems to revise the 

authorization. Through March 18 this year, the 

FDA and the US Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC) have identified 60 confirmed  
Credit ANI 
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Sri Lanka cancels leave of security forces 
after declaration of emergency 

 
Sri Lanka on Saturday cancelled the leave of 

security forces with immediate effect after the 

declaration of a state of emergency in the island 

nation. The Ministry of Defence divulged the 

information about the cancellation of the leaves, 

reported Daily Mirror. The crisis-hit Sri Lanka on 

Friday declared a state of emergency after the 

crippling strike and protest over the external debt 

for the second time in five weeks. Meanwhile, the 

Ministry of Defence said that some protesters 

have begun to disregard law and order, disrupting 

the work of the police and security forces. The 

Ministry of Defence and the Ministry of Public 

Security have informed the public to act as 

responsible citizens with utmost intelligence and 

patience during this difficult period to maintain 

law and order in the country. “It must be stated 

that we all respect the democratic right of the 

people of Sri Lanka to peacefully express their 

agitations and protests within the democratic 

framework,” the Defence Ministry said. Sri 

Lanka is struggling with acute food and 

electricity shortages, forcing the country to seek 

help from its neighbours. The recession is 

attributed to foreign exchange shortages caused 

by a clampdown on tourism during the COVID-

19 pandemic. The country is unable to buy 

sufficient fuel and gas, while the people are being 

deprived of basic amenities as well. The 

economic situation has led to huge protests with 

demands for the resignation of Prime Minister 

Mahinda Rajapaksa and President Gotabaya 

Rajapaksa. Credit ANI 

 

Pakistan’s trade deficit swells to USD 39.3 
billion in ten months 

 
Pakistan’s trade deficit swelled to a massive USD 

39.3 billion in the last 10 months of the fiscal year 

2021-22, putting pressure on the country’s 

foreign currency reserves in a sign of the 

worsening economic woes of the country, a 

media report said. The country’s trade imbalance 

was recorded at USD 39.3 billion from July to 

April period of the year 2021-22 as compared to 

USD 23.8 billion in the corresponding period of 

the previous year, showing a massive growth of 

64.8 per cent, according to the data released by 

the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS), The 

Nation reported. Pakistan’s imports have gone up 

by 46.41 per cent to USD 65.5 billion in July to 

March period of FY 2021-22 from USD 44.7 

billion in the same period of the previous year, 

the report said. Meanwhile, the country’s exports 

were recorded at USD 26.2 billion from July to 

April period of the year 2021-22 as compared to 

USD 20.9 billion in the corresponding period of 

the previous year, showing a growth of 25.5 per 

cent. The currency reserves are facing pressure 

on the back of increased imports, fluctuating 

remittances from the Pakistani diaspora, mostly 

in the gulf, and geopolitical risks. Imports of 

goods and services may continue to show a rising 

trend mainly due to the rise in international 

commodities prices, the report said. Taking these 

factors into account, as well as its other 

components, the country’s Current Account 

Deficit (CAD) is expected to stay around USD 1 

billion in the coming months, the report added. 

Meanwhile, in its recent ‘Pakistan Development 

Update’, the World Bank has highlighted the 

structural weaknesses of Pakistan’s economy 

which include low investment, low exports, and a 

low productivity growth cycle. Further, high 

ANI 
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domestic demand pressures and rising global 

commodity prices would lead to double-digit 

inflation in the country, reported Islam Khabar. 

Moreover, the growth momentum is not expected 

to pick up in Pakistan in the near future as a sharp 

spike in the import bill would also impact the 

Pakistani Rupee adversely. The World Bank 

report cites the financial sector’s inadequacy as 

one of the reasons for this low growth. 

According to the Standard & Poor’s Ratings 

Global Financial Literacy Survey 2015 (S&P 

Global FinLit Survey), only 26 per cent of the 

adults in Pakistan are financially literate. Thus, 

limited financial literacy in Pakistan is 

concerning for the investors as it has exacerbated 

the informality challenge in the country.  

Credit ANI 

 

Sindh will not accept any cut in its water 
share amid acute crisis: Minister 

 
The ongoing shortage of irrigation water posed a 

grave threat to the agricultural economy of Sindh 

province. The adviser to the sindh Chief minister 

on agricultur and Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) 

leader Manzoor Hussain Wassan has informed 

that the province had been facing water shortage 

up to 53 per cent against its due share according 

to the Water Apportionment Accord 1991. He 

made this remarks on in a statement issued on 

Friday, according to The News International. He 

said various crops in the farmlands of Sindh 

would be damaged if the situation of water 

shortage persisted. Wassan said water had 

disappeared from irrigation channels in the 

province and the resultant situation was a grave 

threat to the agricultural economy of Sindh. 

“Crops of mangoes, chillies, rice and dates in 

Sindh could be damaged due to water shortage,” 

he lamented, according to the Pakistani 

publication. Wassan also said that during the past 

regime of the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), 

Sindh had received 16 per cent less water in the 

Kharif season while it had faced 22 per cent water 

shortage in the Rabi season. On Thursday, Sindh 

Information Minister Sharjeel Memon has made 

an appeal to the federal government on to address 

the water crisis in Sindh and provide water to the 

province. “There is a severe shortage of drinking 

water in the province along with problems in 

irrigation canals,” said the provincial minister. 

“The economy will face more difficulties if the 

situation is not addressed,” he added. Wassan 

said that Sindh should be supplied with its due 

water share as per the water accord of 1991 and 

any curtailment in this regard would not be 

accepted. Meanwhile, the water level at Guddu 

and Sukkur barrages in the Sindh had dropped to 

an alarming level. Abdul Aziz Soomro, the 

official in charge of the Sukkur Barrage control 

room, said that the water level at Guddu and 

Sukkur barrages had dropped to an alarming 

level. The shortage has increased from the recent 

40 per cent to 51 per cent now at Kotri, Guddu 

and Sukkur barrages which will definitely affect 

crops in Sindh, according to him. “Due to water 

shortage at Guddu and Sukkur barrages, flows 

into several canals were on a decline,” said Mr 

Soomro. Pakistan is estimated to be in the top 10 

list of the world’s countries facing water scarcity. 

Stressing on the cause of water issues, a UN 

representative cited climate change, floods, and 

drought as the reason. Credit ANI 

 

North Korea launches supposed ballistic 
missile 

North Korea has fired what is believed to be a 

ballistic missile, Japanese Coast Guard said on 

Saturday citing the defense ministry. “According 

to the information of the defense ministry, North 

Korea has carried out the launch of, presumably, 
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The Voice of Mentor, May 2022 

 

Page 9 

 

a ballistic missile. Vessels are asked to monitor 

up-to-date information and, if fragments are 

detected, not to approach them and notify the 

coast guard,” the agency said in a statement. The 

coast guard added that the projectile has already 

fallen. Meanwhile, the Japanese media reported, 

citing government sources, that the missile has 

dropped beyond Japan’s exclusive economic 

zone. If the information is confirmed, the current 

launch will be the 15th missile test conducted by 

North Korea this year. Previously, North Korea 

fired an unidentified projectile into the Sea of 

Japan on May 4. At that time Pyongyang 

refrained from officially announcing the launch 

and did not comment on what kind of projectile it 

was. According to South Korean and Japanese 

military, it was a ballistic missile, which flew 470 

kilometers (292 miles), with a maximum altitude 

of 780 kilometers and highest speed of Mach 11. 

Credit ANI 

 

Elon Musk intends to quintuple Twitter’s 
annual revenue to USD 26.4 bln by 2028: 
Reports 

American billionaire Elon Musk, the founder of 

electric car-making company Tesla and 

spacecraft manufacturing company SpaceX, 

intends to quintuple Twitter’s annual revenue to 

USD 26.4 billion by 2028, media reported on 

Saturday. The New York Times cited Musk’s 

pitch deck presented to investors as saying that he 

would quintuple Twitter’s revenue to USD 26.4 

billion by 2028, up from USD 5 billion in 2021. 

Musk also intends to cut Twitter’s reliance on 

advertising to 45 pc of total revenue, saying that 

in 2028 advertising would generate USD 12 

billion in revenue and subscriptions some USD 

10 billion. Other revenue would be generated 

from different businesses, such as data licensing, 

tipping, and shopping, according to the 

document. The billionaire also expects to 

increase average revenue per user to USD 30.22 

in 2028, reaching 931 million users, have 104 

million subscribers for a new unannounced 

product, which Musk called product X, and hire 

additional 3,600 employees. Musk reached an 

agreement with Twitter on the acquisition of the 

social network for USD 54.20 per share in a 

transaction valued at approximately USD 44 

billion in late April. Musk later said that he would 

like to revolutionize Twitter’s role in public 

debate as “free speech is the bedrock of a 

functioning democracy, and Twitter is the digital 

town square where matters vital to the future of 

humanity are debated.” The billionaire said 

earlier that he was ready to spend USD 21 billion 

of his own funds to seal the deal, and that Morgan 

Stanley Senior Funding, Bank of America, 

Barclays, and other institution will provide USD 

25.5 billion in debt financing, with some USD 

12.5 billion to of the loan to be secured with Tesla 

shares. Credit ANI 

 

Sri Lanka declares state of emergency amid 
protest over economic crisis 

The crisis-hit Sri Lanka on Friday declared a state 

of emergency after the crippling strike and protest 

over the external debt for the second time in five 

weeks. Sri Lanka President Gotabaya Rajapaksa 

today declared a state of emergency citing 

“public security and the protection of public order 

and for the maintenance of supplies and services 

essential to the life of the community.” It will 

come into effect on May 6 at midnight. The move 

comes after massive protests across the island 

nation demanding the resignation of President 

Rajapaksa and the entire government over the 
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economic crisis in the country. The first state of 

emergency was declared on April 1, 2022. Trade 

unions staged a nationwide strike demanding his 

resignation over the crisis. Over 2,000 trade 

unions participated in today’s nationwide hartal 

and strike against the President, Prime Minister, 

and the government, Colombo Page reported. All 

Ceylon Transport Workers Union, Sri Lanka 

Railway Station Masters’ Union (SLRSMU), the 

University students, and many other unions are 

protesting today against the Rajapaksa family. 

Earlier, President in a special meeting requested 

Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa to step down 

from his power as a solution to the ongoing 

political crisis in the country. In a special meeting 

between President and the cabinet Ministers, PM 

Rajapaksa said that if the new government will 

solve the economic crisis and could bring an 

immediate solution, then he would give his 

blessing to the new government, Daily Mirror 

reported. Sri Lanka is struggling with acute food 

and electricity shortages, forcing the country to 

seek help from its neighbours. The recession is 

attributed to foreign exchange shortages caused 

by a clampdown on tourism during the COVID-

19 pandemic. The country is unable to buy 

sufficient fuel and gas, while the people are being 

deprived of basic amenities as well. The 

economic situation has led to huge protests with 

demands for the resignation of Prime Minister 

Mahinda Rajapaksa and President Gotabaya 

Rajapaksa.  

 Credit ANI 

 

This is the worst drought in forty years: 
Millions of Ethiopians at risk from failed rains 

 
Ethiopia’s eastern Somali Region has been hit by 

three consecutive below-average rainy seasons, 

worsening the already deteriorating humanitarian 

situation for around 3.5 million people, more than 

half the local population. As a result of the 

drought, Zeineba, 60, was forced into the most 

difficult decision of her life: to leave her 

neighborhood behind and move to another 

village, to save her life and that of her family. 

“My livestock perished from lack of water and 

pasture, and could not survive the harsh drought 

anymore. It is painful,” she lamented.  In Somali 

Region, as in other pastoral areas, livestock are 

an essential means of survival for the large 

majority of people, and key to generating income 

in local markets. Millions like Zeineba have lost 

their livelihoods, and been forced to move to 

places where they can receive humanitarian 

assistance from local people, government or 

humanitarian organizations. As the situation 

worsened in her village, Zeineba started out on 

foot with her seven children. It took them seven 

days to reach Higlo humanitarian site for 

Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs). Zeineba 

with Ethiopia UN Resident and Humanitrain 

Coordinator Dr. Catherine Sozi. UN 

Ethiopia/Getachew Dibaba Zeineba with 

Ethiopia UN Resident and Humanitrain 

Coordinator Dr. Catherine Sozi. ‘The situation is 

dire’ “This is the worst drought in forty years,” 

says President of Somali Region, Mustafe 

Mohammed Omer. “The government responded 

on time to the immediate impact of the drought 

by providing humanitarian assistance. We will 

also continue to work assiduously to mitigate the 

effect of the drought on the people.” “But the 

situation is dire”, continues Mr. Omar. 

“Responding to the increasing needs requires 

huge resources. Putting all the resources of the 

region to the drought response will also derail 

ongoing large-scale development initiatives that 

have long-term and transformative effects for our 

communities”. According to a recent update on 

the drought issued by Mr. Omar’s office, an 

estimated one million livestock have also died  

Credit UN. 

India and Pakistan act to save lives from 
extreme heat 

 
Extreme heat is gripping large parts of India and 

Pakistan, impacting hundreds of millions of 

people in one of the most densely populated parts 

of the world. The national meteorological and 
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hydrological departments in both countries are 

working closely with health and disaster 

management agencies to roll out heat health 

action plans which have been successful in saving 

lives in the past few years. The India 

Meteorological Department said that maximum 

temperatures reached 43-46°C in widespread 

areas on 28 April and that this intense heat will 

continue until 2 May. Similar temperatures have 

been seen in Pakistan. The Pakistan 

Meteorological Department said that daytime 

temperatures are likely to be between 5°C and 

8°C above normal in large swathes of the country. 

It warned that in the mountainous regions of 

Gilgit-Baltistan and Khyber Pakhtunkwa, the 

unusual heat would enhance the melting of snow 

and ice and might trigger glacial lake outburst 

floods or flash floods in vulnerable areas. Air 

quality has deteriorated, and large swathes of 

land are at risk of extreme fire danger. 

"Heatwaves have multiple and cascading impacts 

not just on human health, but also on ecosystems, 

agriculture, water and energy supplies and key 

sectors of the economy. The risks to society 

underline why the World Meteorological 

Organization is committed to ensuring that multi-

hazard early warning services reach the most 

vulnerable," said WMO Secretary-General Prof. 

Petteri Taalas. "It is premature to attribute the 

extreme heat in India and Pakistan solely to 

climate change. However, it is consistent with 

what we expect in a changing climate. Heatwaves 

are more frequent and more intense and starting 

earlier than in the past," he said. 

Credit UN. 

 

Number of internally displaced in Myanmar 
doubles, to 800,000 

 
The number of internally displaced people (IDPs) 

in Myanmar has doubled since February of last 

year, now crossing the 800,000 marks, the UN 

refugee agency (UNHCR) announced on Friday. 

Speaking to journalists in Geneva, UNHCR 

spokesperson Matthew Saltmarsh said the agency 

was stepping up aid for the displaced as conflict 

intensifies. “Security is deteriorating rapidly 

across the country as fighting and armed conflict 

intensifies with no sign of abating”, Mr. 

Saltmarsh said. In total, some 440,000 people 

have been newly displaced since February 2021 -

when a brutal military coup displaced the 

democratically elected government - adding to an 

existing 370,000 who had fled their homes 

previously. The agency believes the trend will 

accelerate, with more displacements in the 

coming weeks and months. Most affected regions 

In the country’s southeast, Kayin, Kayah, Mon 

and Shan (South) states as well as Bago (East) 

and Tanintharyi regions, account for more than 

half of the 440,000 newly displaced civilians. 

Kayin and Kayah states remain the most affected, 

as hostilities between various armed groups have 

triggered large-scale displacements. Another 

conflict-affected area with pressing humanitarian 

needs is the northwest, where about 190,000 

people remain displaced in Chin State, Magway 

Region and Sagaing Region. According to the 

agency’s spokesperson, humanitarian access in 

many parts remains restricted due to insecurity, 

roadblocks and challenges in obtaining access 

approvals. As a result, host communities and 

local responders continue to play a leading role in 

the assistance, showing solidarity with each other 

by donating what they can, Mr. Saltmarsh 

explained. Credit UN. 

 

‘The world sees you’ UN chief tells 
Ukrainians, pledging to boost support 

 
Describing Ukraine as “an epicenter of 

unbearable heartache and pain”, the UN chief 

took to the podium alongside its president in Kyiv 

on Thursday, vowing to increase support for the 

people amidst the suffering, and the millions 

displaced in the wake of Russia’s invasion. “I am 

here to focus on ways on how the UN can expand 

support for the people of Ukraine, saving 

UN 

https://internal.imd.gov.in/press_release/20220429_pr_1596.pdf
https://internal.imd.gov.in/press_release/20220429_pr_1596.pdf
https://www.pmd.gov.pk/en/
https://www.pmd.gov.pk/en/
https://gwis.jrc.ec.europa.eu/apps/gwis_current_situation/index.html
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release/%E2%80%8Bearly-warning-systems-must-protect-everyone-within-five-years
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release/%E2%80%8Bearly-warning-systems-must-protect-everyone-within-five-years
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release/%E2%80%8Bearly-warning-systems-must-protect-everyone-within-five-years
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release/%E2%80%8Bearly-warning-systems-must-protect-everyone-within-five-years
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/
http://www.unhcr.org/
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2022/2/6206288c4/unhcr-steps-aid-displaced-myanmar-conflict-intensifies.html
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/press-encounter/2022-04-28/secretary-generals-remarks-press-conference-president-volodymyr-zelenskyy-of-ukraine
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lives, reduce suffering and help find the path of 

peace”, Secretary-General António Guterres told 

reporters from across the world gathered in a 

stately room, with curtains drawn. Shortly after 

the press conference, two missile strikes 

reportedly rocked the capital, a reminder that the 

war is far from over, despite the Russian 

withdrawal from the surrounding suburbs. At 

least one person was killed, and several injured 

with some buried beneath rubble as two high rise 

buildings caught fire - according to news reports, 

in the northwest of the city ‘Awe’ at Ukraine’s 

resolve “I want the Ukrainian people to know 

that the world sees you, hears you, and is in awe 

of your resilience and resolve”, declared the UN 

chief. “I also know that words of solidarity are 

not enough. I am here to zero in on needs on the 

ground and scale up operations. “This war must 

end, and peace must be established, in line the 

charter of the United Nations and international 

law. Many leaders have made many good efforts 

to stop the fighting, though these efforts, so far, 

have not succeeded. “I am here to say to you, Mr. 

President, and to the people of Ukraine: We will 

not give up.” Credit UN. 

 

Champion of women’s right to manage land 
and forests wins top environment prize 

 
A veteran Cameroonian activist working to 

preserve her country’s forests, and improve the 

lives of people who depend on them, is the latest 

winner of a UN-backed international 

environmental prize. Cécile Ndjebet is the 

recipient of the 2022 Wangari Maathai Forest 

Champions Award by the Collaborative 

Partnership on Forests (CPF), which is chaired by 

the UN Food and Agriculture Organization 

(FAO). Ms. Ndjebet was presented with the 

award at a ceremony in Seoul, Republic of Korea, 

during the XV World Forestry Congress. A voice 

for equality “This award celebrates Cécile 

Ndjebet’s energy and dedication over three 

decades in promoting women’s rights to land and 

forests. She has actively shown that women’s 

participation in forest governance and 

preservation is fundamental to achieving 

sustainable forest management,” said Maria 

Helena Semedo, FAO Deputy Director-General 

and chair of the CPF, which comprises 15 

international organizations. Ms. Ndjebet is a co-

founder of the African Women’s Network for 

Community Management of Forests, established 

in 2009, which now has 20 member countries 

across the continent. She has become a leading 

voice, both in her homeland and internationally, 

in building global recognition on the importance 

of gender equality in forest management.   

Promoting women’s involvement In Cameroon, 

roughly 70 per cent of women live in rural areas 

and are dependent at least in part on harvesting 

wild forest products for their livelihoods.  

However, in some communities, women cannot 

own forest land, inherit it if their husband dies, or 

even plant trees on degraded land.  Ms. Ndjebet 

has tirelessly promoted the concept that women 

should be involved in forest management and 

have equal rights to forest land and resources.  

When they do, not only are forests better 

preserved, but entire communities also benefit.  

“Men generally recognise the great role women 

play in improving families’ living standards,” she 

said. “But it is important for them also to agree 

that for women to continue to play that role, and 

even improve in that role, they need secure access 

to land and forests.” FAO added that the activist 

has long been a driving force in implementing 

forestry law and good governance in Cameroon, 

and establishing a new approach on community 

forestry and the restoration of degraded lands and 

forests, through Cameroon Ecology (Cam-Eco), 

which she founded two decades ago. The 

organization has worked to inform, train and 

support women to understand sustainability 

issues and to get involved in forest conservation 

and restoration.  Credit UN. 

 

Yemen: $33 million pledged to address 
decaying oil tanker threat 

 

UN 
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Donors on Wednesday pledged $33 million 

towards a UN-coordinated plan to prevent an 

ageing oil tanker moored off the west Coast of 

Yemen from sparking a potential ecological and 

humanitarian disaster. The FSO Safer, which is 

holding more than a million barrels of oil, has 

been described as a “time bomb” because it is at 

risk of causing a major spill, either from leaking, 

breaking apart or exploding.  The commitments 

were made at a pledging conference in The 

Hague, co-sponsored by the UN and the 

Netherlands, marking the start of efforts to raise 

the $144 million required for the plan.  “We are 

grateful to the donors that committed funding 

today at very short notice and look forward to 

receiving further commitments from those that 

have not yet pledged. When we have the funding, 

the work can begin,” said David Gressly, the UN 

Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator for 

Yemen.  Looming threat The FSO Safer was 

constructed in 1976 as an oil tanker and 

converted to a floating storage and offloading 

(FSO) facility a decade later. At 376 metres long, 

it is among the largest oil tankers in the world.  

The crude oil it holds is four times the amount 

spilled by the Exxon Valdez, the tanker that 

caused one of the greatest environmental 

disasters in the history of the United States.  The 

ship has been anchored off Yemen’s Red Sea 

coast for more than 30 years. Production, 

offloading, and maintenance stopped in 2015 due 

to the war between a pro-Government Saudi-led 

coalition, and Houthi rebels.  The vessel is now 

beyond repair and at imminent risk of spilling oil, 

which would have far-reaching consequences.  

No time to lose Fishing communities on the Red 

Sea coast would be devasted, and the nearby ports 

of Hudaydah and Saleef would close.  Both are 

critical for the entry of food, fuel and lifesaving 

supplies in a country where some 17 million 

people depend on humanitarian aid. Any oil spill 

would also have an environmental impact on 

water, reefs and mangroves, and also disrupt 

shipping through the Bab al-Mandab strait to the 

Suez Canal. Clean-up alone would cost an 

estimated $20 million.  In a video message to the 

conference, UN Secretary-General António 

Guterres stressed the urgent need to act now.  

“Today’s event is a critical step to preventing a 

catastrophe that would affect Yemen, the region 

and the world,” he said. “There isn’t a moment to 

lose.” Credit UN. 

WHO calls for greater regulation of cross-
border alcohol marketing 

 
Alcohol is increasingly being marketed across 

borders, with young people and heavy drinkers 

particularly targeted, the World Health 

Organization (WHO) said in a new report on 

Tuesday that calls for more effective regulation.  

The study outlines how the digital revolution in 

marketing and promotion is being used to 

advertise alcohol across national borders, and in 

many cases regardless of social, economic, or 

cultural environments. Drinking alcohol is 

causally linked to an array of health problems, 

WHO said, ranging from alcohol dependence and 

other mental and behavioural disorders, to major 

noncommunicable diseases such as liver 

cirrhosis, some cancers and cardiovascular 

diseases, as well as injuries and deaths resulting 

from violence and road traffic accidents.  Saving 

young lives Worldwide, some three million 

people die each year as a result of the harmful use 

of alcohol – one every 10 seconds – representing 

around five per cent of all deaths.  Young people 

account for a disproportionate number of these 

alcohol-related deaths, with 13.5 per cent of all 

deaths among people aged 20-39 being alcohol-

related. “Alcohol robs young people, their 

families and societies of their lives and 

potential,” said Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, 

the WHO Director-General. “Yet despite the 

clear risks to health, controls on the marketing of 

alcohol are much weaker than for other 

psychoactive products. Better, well enforced and 

more consistent regulation of alcohol marketing 

would both save and improve young lives across 

the world.” Rise of digital media The report 

highlights how recent changes in alcohol 

marketing have created new opportunities to 

reach audiences. The collection and analysis of 

data on users’ habits and preferences by global 

internet providers has allowed alcohol marketers 

to target messages to specific groups across 

national borders. The study found targeted 

advertising on social media is especially 

UN 
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effective, and further bolstered by influencers and 

through sharing posts. One data source quoted in 

the report calculated that over 70 per cent of 

media spending of leading alcohol marketers 

based in the United States in 2019 was through 

promotions, product placement and online 

advertisements in social media. “The rising 

importance of digital media means that alcohol 

marketing has become increasingly cross-

border,” said Dag Rekve of the Alcohol, Drugs 

and Addictive Behaviours Unit at WHO. “This 

makes it more difficult for countries that are 

regulating alcohol marketing to effectively 

control it in their jurisdictions. More 

collaboration between countries in this area is 

needed.” “Alcohol-dependent people frequently 

report a stronger urge to drink alcohol when 

confronted with alcohol-related cues, yet they 

rarely have an effective way to avoid exposure to 

the content of the advertising or promotion,” 

WHO said. Credit UN. 

Climate: World getting ‘measurably closer’ 
to 1.5-degree threshold 

 
There is a 50:50 chance of average global 

temperature reaching 1.5 degrees Celcius above 

pre-industrial levels in the next five years, and the 

likelihood is increasing with time, according to a 

new report by the World Meteorological 

Organization (WMO), published on Tuesday in 

Geneva.  The Global Annual to Decadal Climate 

Update also reveals a 93 per cent likelihood of at 

least one year between 2022 to 2026 becoming 

the warmest on record, thus knocking 2016 from 

the top spot.  The chance of the five-year average 

for this period being higher than the last five 

years, 2017-2021, is also 93 per cent.   The 1.5 °C 

target is the goal of the Paris Agreement, which 

calls for countries to take concerted climate 

action to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in 

order to limit global warming.  Probability rising  

“This study shows – with a high level of scientific 

skill – that we are getting measurably closer to 

temporarily reaching the lower target of the Paris 

Agreement on Climate Change,” said Petteri 

Taalas, the WMO Secretary-General. “The 1.5°C 

figure is not some random statistic”, he added, 

but “rather an indicator of the point at which 

climate impacts will become increasingly 

harmful for people and indeed the entire planet.” 

The chance of temporarily exceeding the 1.5°C 

threshold has risen steadily since 2015, according 

to the report, which was produced by the United 

Kingdom’s Met Office, the WMO lead centre for 

climate update predictions. Back then, it was 

close to zero, but the probability increased to 10 

per cent over the past five years, and to nearly 50 

per cent for the period from 2022-2026. Wide-

ranging impacts  Mr. Taalas warned that as long 

as countries continue to emit greenhouse gases, 

temperatures will continue to rise. “And 

alongside that, our oceans will continue to 

become warmer and more acidic, sea ice and 

glaciers will continue to melt, sea level will 

continue to rise and our weather will become 

more extreme. Arctic warming is 

disproportionately high and what happens in the 

Arctic affects all of us,” he said. Credit UN. 

New plan to accelerate clean energy access 
for millions globally 

 
Amid the global energy crisis and worsening 

climate emergency, the United Nations and 

partners launched two new initiatives to 

accelerate action towards achieving clean, 

affordable energy for all, and the ambitious goal 

of net-zero carbon emissions. The UN-Energy 

Plan of Action Towards 2025 delivers on 

commitments made at a high-level meeting in 

September that laid out a global roadmap for 

energy access and transition by the end of the 

decade, while also contributing to net zero 

emissions by 2050. The UN-Energy partnership 

brings together some 30 organizations working 

on all aspects of energy and sustainable 

development. An Energy Compact Action 

Network was also launched to match 

governments seeking support for their clean 

energy goals with governments and businesses 

that have already pledged over $600 billion in 

UN 
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assistance. Coalitions to support energy access 

and transition in Nigeria and in Santiago, Chile, 

were also announced, thus showcasing the 

Network’s potential.  Powering the future The 

launch also featured announcements by several 

new or expanded coalitions, demonstrating how 

countries, cities, businesses, foundations, and 

other partners, can join forces through the 

Network. For example, SEforALL, UNDP and 

Husk Power Systems, are among partners that 

will support Nigeria’s commitment to provide 

electricity to 25 million people by 2023, through 

using solar home systems and mini-grids to 

power five million homes, schools, hospitals and 

other public utilities.  The move will also 

generate some 250,000 new jobs.  In Chile, the 

government of the Santiago Metropolitan Region 

will work with the multinational energy company 

Enel, and the Universidad de Desarollo, to 

increase the end-use of electricity for transport 

and heating, including to raise the share of the 

city’s electric buses to 100 per cent by 2030.  The 

Network will also advance or expand coalitions 

supporting green hydrogen and a stronger role for 

women in leading and benefiting from the energy 

transition.  In this regard, a work plan to 

strengthen the role of women in the energy 

transition was launched by partners who include 

the Governments of Canada and Kenya, as well 

as the global youth-led organization Student 

Energy, coordinated by the UN Industrial 

Development Organization (UNIDO).  

Credit UN. 

 

UN focus on plant health, crucial for 
boosting food security worldwide 

 
On the very first International Day of Plant 

Health, marked on Thursday, the UN Food and 

Agriculture Organization (FAO) has called for 

more investment in innovation to boost food 

security, especially for the billions worldwide 

living close to the bread line. 

Plants under threat 

Healthy plants have the power to help end 

hunger, reduce poverty, protect the environment, 

and boost economic development. But even 

though plants make up 80 per cent of the food we 

eat, and provide 98 per cent of the oxygen we 

breathe, threats to their survival in many cases, 

are piling up. 

According to recent data, up to 40 per cent of 

food crops are lost due to plant pests and 

diseases every year, and this affects both food 

security and agriculture, the main source of 

income for vulnerable rural communities. 

 

Climate change and human activities are also 

altering ecosystems and damaging biodiversity 

while creating new niches for pests to thrive in.  

Furthermore, FAO says that protecting plants 

from pests and diseases is far more cost effective 

than dealing with plant health emergencies. That 

is because once established, plant pests and 

diseases are often difficult to eradicate, and need 

to be controlled through sustainable pest and 

pesticides management. 

 

Human health depends on plants 

“On this very first International Day of Plant 

Health, we reflect on plant health innovations for 

food security,” said FAO Director-General QU 

Dongyu, adding that investments are needed in 

research to find more resilient and sustainable 

additions to the human diet. 

“We need to continue raising the global profile of 

plant health to transform agrifood systems to be 

more efficient, more inclusive, more resilient and 

more sustainable”, he continued. 

The protection of plants is essential for people 

and for the planet, and that is why the UN Food 

and Agriculture Organization has mapped several 

priorities for plant health, coinciding with the 

inaugural Day. 

 

Focusing on sustainable pest management and 

pesticides through promotion of green and digital 

plant protection; and creating enabling 

surroundings for plant health by enhancing the 

health of soils, seeds, and pollinators, are among 

the main priorities. 

FAO is calling on governments to prioritize plant 

health and its sustainable management in 

formulating policies and legislation, and on 

academia and research institutions to deliver 

science-based solutions. 
Credit UN. 

UN 

https://www.fao.org/plant-health-day/en
https://www.fao.org/plant-health-day/en
http://www.fao.org/home/en/


The Voice of Mentor, May 2022 

 

Page 16 

 

World Migratory Bird Day 

Light pollution and its impact on migratory birds 

is the focus of World Migratory Bird Day 2022, 

a global campaign that aims to raise awareness of 

migratory birds and the need for international 

cooperation to conserve them. Activities to mark 

the day will be held globally under the theme 

“Dim the Lights for Birds at Night”. Light 

pollution is increasing around the globe. More 

than 80 per cent of the world's population is 

currently estimated to live under a “lit sky”, a 

figure closer to 99 per cent in Europe and North 

America. The amount of artificial light on the 

Earth’s surface is increasing by at least 2 per cent 

each year and could be much greater. Amy 

Fraenkel, Executive Secretary of the Convention 

on Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS) 

said: “Natural darkness has a conservation value 

in the same way as clean water, air, and soil. A 

key goal of World Migratory Bird Day 2022 is to 

raise awareness of the issue of light pollution and 

its negative impacts on migratory birds. Solutions 

are readily available, and we hope to encourage 

key decision-makers to adopt measures to 

address light pollution.” Light pollution is a 

significant and growing threat to wildlife 

including many species of migratory birds. Every 

year, light pollution contributes to the death of 

millions of birds. It alters the natural patterns of 

light and dark in ecosystems. It can change birds' 

migration patterns, foraging behaviours, and 

vocal communication. Attracted by artificial light 

at night, particularly when there is low cloud, fog, 

rain or when flying at lower altitudes, migrating 

birds become disorientated and may end up 

circling in illuminated areas. Depleted energy 

reserves put them at risk of exhaustion, 

predation, and fatal collision with 

buildings. Jacques Trouvilliez, 

Executive Secretary of the African-

Eurasian Waterbird Agreement 

(AEWA) said: “An enormous diversity 

of birds, active at night, experience the 

impacts of light pollution. Many 

nocturnally migrating birds such as 

ducks, geese, plovers, sandpipers and 

songbirds are affected by light pollution 

causing disorientation and collisions 

with fatal consequences. Seabirds such 

as petrels and shearwaters are attracted 

by artificial lights on land and become 

prey for rats and cats.” 

 Solutions and recommendations to 

mitigate light pollution Guidelines on light 

pollution covering marine turtles, seabirds, and 

migratory shorebirds were endorsed by the CMS 

Parties in 2020. Among their recommendations, 

the guidelines set forth six principles of best 

lighting practices and call for Environmental 

Impact Assessments for relevant projects that 

could result in light pollution. These should 

consider the main sources of light pollution at a 

certain site, the likely wild species that could be 

impacted, and facts about proximity to important 

habitats and migratory pathways. New guidelines 

focusing on migratory landbirds and bats are 

currently being developed under CMS. They will 

be presented to CMS Parties for adoption at the 

14th Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to 

CMS in 2023. Numerous governments, cities, 

companies, and communities around the world 

are already taking steps to address light pollution. 

In some cities, particularly in North America, 

initiatives such as “Lights Out” programmes and 

bird-friendly building guidelines aim to protect 

migrating birds from light pollution by 

encouraging building owners and managers to 

turn off any unnecessary lighting during 

migration periods. Susan Bonfield, Director, 

Environment for the Americas, said: “World 

Migratory Bird Day is a call to action for 

international migratory bird conservation. As 

migratory birds’ journey across borders, inspiring 

and connecting people along the way, it is our aim 

to use the two days in 2022 to raise awareness of 

the threat of light pollution and the importance of 

dark skies to bird migrations.” Credit WMBD 

WMBD 

 



The Voice of Mentor, May 2022 

 

Page 17 

 

THE FIRST SUNQUAKE OF SOLAR CYCLE 25 

Twenty-six years ago, researchers discovered 

seismic activity on the sun. A team led by Dr. 

Alexander Kosovichev, then at Stanford 

University, found circular waves rippling from 

the core of some solar flares, like this: They 

named the tremors "sunquakes"--much like 

earthquakes except incredibly more powerful. A 

typical sunquake contains 40,000 times the 

energy released in the great San Francisco 

earthquake of 1906. These solar seismic waves 

appear to be compression waves like the "P" 

waves generated by an earthquake. They travel 

through the sun's interior and probably recombine 

on the opposite side of the sun to create a faint 

duplicate of the original ripple pattern. 

Kosovichev and colleagues have since observed 

hundreds of sunquakes. Not all flares produce 

them, which is a mystery. Moreover, the ripples 

behave strangely. A typical wave starts off at an 

initial speed of ~20,000 mph, then accelerates to 

a maximum of 250,000 mph before disappearing. 

No one knows exactly why. "We have just 

detected the first sunquake of Solar Cycle 25," 

announces Kosovichev, who is now a professor 

at the New Jersey Institute of Technology (NJIT). 

"I wanted people to appreciate how the ripples are 

nearly overwhelmed by turbulence," he explains. 

"This is why it took us so long to discover them." 

Solar Cycle 25 is intensifying rapidly and many 

more sunquakes are in the offing. The mysterious 

ripples could teach researchers a great deal about 

the magnetic underpinnings of sunspots and how 

they produce the strongest flares. "We are ready 

to learn," says Kosovichev. 

Credit Space weather. 

 

 

COMET MERCURY 
Mercury's comet-like tail reached its maximum 

brightness for this orbit around the sun. Dr. 

Sebastian Voltmer photographed it from La 

Palma in the Canary Islands: "You can even see 

some very small features in the tail, which is more 

than 24 million kilometers long," says Voltmer. 

What made the tail so bright on May 

1st? Research shows that Mercury's tail is 

brightest when the planet is ±16 days from 

perihelion (closest approach to the sun). May 1st 

was the 16th day after perihelion. That doesn't 

really answer the question, though. Here's the rest 

of the story: Mercury's tail is rich in sodium, an 

element sputtered off the planet's surface by solar 

wind and micrometeoroid impacts. Sodium 

scatters yellow light from the sun. Ironically, the 

sun has a deficit of light at the precise yellow 

wavelength sodium scatters best. Take a look at 

the sun's spectrum and note the dark sodium 

absorption lines (Fraunhofer lines). Mercury's tail 

only "lights up" when those dark lines are fully 

Doppler-shifted away. This happens when 

Mercury is ±16 days from perihelion: 

Credits: Space weather 

 

LUNAR ECLIPSE THIS WEEKEND: 

The Moon is about to turn red. On Sunday 

evening, the full Moon will pass through the 

shadow of Earth. The total lunar eclipse will be 

widely visible from the Americas on May 15th; 

and Africa and Europe on May 16th: visibility 

map. Lingering aerosols from the Tonga 

volcano could turn the Moon a darker shade of 

red than we have seen in many years.  

Credit Space weather. 

 

ANI Space weather 

https://spaceweatherarchive.com/2022/04/30/mercurys-comet-like-tail/
https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1029/2007GL032337
https://spaceweather.com/images2021/10may21/dlines.jpg
https://spaceweather.com/images2021/10may21/dlines.jpg
https://svs.gsfc.nasa.gov/4980
https://svs.gsfc.nasa.gov/vis/a000000/a004900/a004981/vismap_202205_print.jpg
https://svs.gsfc.nasa.gov/vis/a000000/a004900/a004981/vismap_202205_print.jpg
https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/images/149474/tonga-volcano-plume-reached-the-mesosphere
https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/images/149474/tonga-volcano-plume-reached-the-mesosphere
http://soi.stanford.edu/press/agu05-98/press-rel.html
https://spaceweathergallery.com/indiv_upload.php?upload_id=184523
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NASA to Provide Update on InSight Mars 
Lander 

 
A thin layer of Martian dust can be seen coating 

InSight in this selfie taken by the Instrument 

Deployment Camera on the lander’s robotic arm. 

The image is made up of 14 shots captured March 

15 and April 11, 2019, the 106th and 133rd 

Martian days, or sols, of the mission. InSight 

landed in the Elysium Planitia region of Mars in 

November 2018 with the goal of studying the 

planet’s deep interior for the first time, using 

seismic signals to learn more about the properties 

of the crust, mantle, and core. Answering these 

questions helps shed light on how all rocky 

worlds form, including Earth and its Moon. After 

InSight met the goals of its two-year-long prime 

mission, NASA extended the mission until 

December 2022. However, due to dust 

accumulation on its solar panels, InSight’s 

electrical power production is dropping, and the 

mission is unlikely to continue operations for the 

duration of its current extended mission unless its 

solar panels are cleared by a passing “dust devil” 

in Mars’ atmosphere. Credits: NASA 

NASA Announces Winners of 2022 Human 
Exploration Rover Challenge 

NASA has recognized a new generation of 

potential space explorers who competed in the 

agency’s 28th annual Human Exploration Rover 

Challenge. High school and college students from 

around the U.S. and world have spent the last 

eight months designing, building, and testing 

their rovers for the challenge one of the original 

seven NASA Artemis Student Challenges. 

NASA announced the winners during a virtual 

awards ceremony April 29. The challenge 

involved 91 teams, including 58 colleges and 33 

high schools. The challenge tasked U.S. and 

international student teams with designing, 

engineering, and testing a human-powered rover 

on a course simulating terrain found on rocky 

bodies in the solar system. Teams also performed 

mission assignments while negotiating the 

course, including sample retrievals and 

spectrographic analysis. “This year, students 

were asked to design a course that would mimic 

obstacles as if they were competing in 

Huntsville,” Aundra Brooks-Davenport, activity 

lead for the challenge at Marshall. “Ensuring 

team safety was a major factor in developing the 

design of their own obstacles. We are excited 

about the virtual competition and the opportunity 

it provided our teams.” The 2022 challenge was 

conducted virtually instead of at the U.S. Space 

& Rocket Center near NASA’s Marshall Space 

Flight Center in Huntsville, Alabama. High 

school and college teams competed in multiple 

categories for design, documentation, and 

presentation, including the safety award, project 

review award, and many more. Credits: NASA 

NASA, ESA Astronauts Safely Return to Earth 

 
From left to right, ESA (European Space 

Agency) astronaut Matthais Maurer, NASA 

astronauts Tom Marshburn, Raja Chari, and 

Kayla Barron, are seen inside the SpaceX Crew 

Dragon Endurance spacecraft onboard the 

SpaceX Shannon recovery ship shortly after 

having landed in the Gulf of Mexico off the coast 

of Tampa, Florida, Friday, May 6, 2022. Maurer, 

Marshburn, Chari, and Barron are returning after 

177 days in space as part of Expeditions 66 and 

67 aboard the International Space Station. 

Credits: NASA 

NASA 

https://mars.nasa.gov/insight/
https://www.nasa.gov/stem/roverchallenge/home/index.html
https://www.nasa.gov/stem/roverchallenge/home/index.html
https://www.nasa.gov/stem/artemis.html
https://www.nasa.gov/centers/marshall/home/index.html
https://www.nasa.gov/centers/marshall/home/index.html
https://www.nasa.gov/sites/default/files/thumbnails/image/1-pia23203-insight_selfie_already_in_pj.png
https://www.nasa.gov/sites/default/files/thumbnails/image/nhq202205060003.jpg
https://www.nasa.gov/sites/default/files/thumbnails/image/02_rover_team_fabricating_metal_design.jpg
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Class Schedule 
Regular* Classes in English 

By Swami Paramarthananda 

 

 

Yogamalika.Org Info. 
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World Telecommunication and Information Society Day 2021 

 

World Telecommunication and Information Society Day (WTISD) is celebrated annually to help raise 

awareness of the possibilities that the use of the Internet and other information and communication 

technologies (ICT) can bring to societies and economies, as well as of ways to bridge the digital divide. 

WTISD is celebrated on 17 May, which marks the anniversary of the signing of the first International 

Telegraph Convention and the creation of the ITU. 
 

 

For any information on Vandu Net Amateur Radio contact Mr. Kanappan +91-9094025179 
 

Our sincere thanks to all copyright owners. Credits to all the respective Copyright owners. 
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