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Chinese yuan weakens to 6.3799 against 
USD 

 
The central parity rate of the Chinese currency 

renminbi, or the yuan, weakened 290 pips to 

6.3799 against the US dollar on Wednesday, 

according to China Foreign Exchange Trade 

System. In China’s spot foreign exchange 

market, the yuan is allowed to rise or fall by 2 per 

cent from the central parity rate each trading day, 

Xinhua News Agency reported. The central 

parity rate of the yuan against the US dollar is 

based on a weighted average of prices offered by 

market makers before the opening of the 

interbank market each business day. On March 

26, the rate of the currency had weakened 99 pips 

to 6.3739 against the US dollar. A day prior, it 

was weakened 82 pips to 6.364 against the US 

dollar. In China’s spot foreign exchange market, 

the yuan is allowed to rise or fall by 2 per cent 

from the central parity rate each trading day, 

Xinhua News Agency had reported. The central 

parity rate of the yuan against the US dollar is 

based on a weighted average of prices offered by 

market makers before the opening of the 

interbank market each business day, it added. 

Amid the COVID-19 induced slowdown, the 

Chinese economy faces twin challenges of the 

shrinking job market and an ageing population, 

according to a report. A recent survey conducted 

by the China Institute for Employment Research 

(CIER) at the Renmin University of China and 

job search website Zhaopin indicate that the 

number of jobs available per applicant among 

fresh university graduates in China fell to 0.88 in 

the fourth quarter of 2021, cited The Hong Kong 

Post. The number of jobs in China declined to 

12.07 million in 2020 from 12.79 million in 2019. 

According to the Chinese National Bureau of 

Statistics (NBS), the unemployment rate in urban 

areas in 2021 was as high as 14.3 per cent for 

people aged between 16 to 24 years.  

Credit ANI  

G7 finance chiefs to meet on G20 sidelines 
in Washington on April 20: reports 

 
Finance ministers and central bank governors 

from the G7 most industrialized nations will meet 

on the sidelines of a G20 event in Washington on 

April 20, Japanese media said on Saturday. The 

Kyodo news agency cited sources familiar with 

the matter as saying that the seven — the United 

Kingdom, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan 

and the United States — will discuss ways of 

increasing pressure on Russia over Ukraine and 

mitigating the backlash of sanctions, including a 

surge in prices. G20 finance chiefs and central 

bankers will meet in Washington under 

Indonesian chairmanship. US President Joe 

Biden demanded that Russia be removed from the 

group of the world’s largest economies, with 

Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen hinting that the 

US might boycott G20 meetings if Russian 

officials attended them. Credit ANI  

Human rights activists urge US to stop 
imports of products made with forced 
labour in China 

 
Human rights activists, labour leaders and others 

have urged the United States to cast a wide net to 

stop imports of products made with forced labour 

in China’s Xinjiang region. The New York Times 

reported that these groups have urged the Biden 

administration on Friday, stating that slavery and 

coercion taint company supply chains that run 

through the region and China more broadly. 

President Biden December had signed a law, the 

Uyghur Forced Labor Prevention Act which is set 

to go into effect in June. The law bans all goods 

made in Xinjiang or with ties to certain entities or 

ANI 
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programs that are under sanctions and transfer 

minority workers to job sites, unless the importer 

can demonstrate to the US government that its 

supply chains are free of forced labour. 

According to The New York Times, a broad 

interpretation of the law could cast scrutiny on 

many products that the United States imports 

from China, which is home to more than a quarter 

of the world’s manufacturing. That could lead to 

more detentions of goods at the US border, most 

likely delaying product deliveries and further 

fueling inflation, the publication added. The law 

requires that a task force of Biden administration 

officials produce several lists of entities and 

products of concern in the coming months. 

However, it is unclear how many organizations 

the government will name, but trade experts said 

many businesses that relied on Chinese factories 

might realize that at least some part or raw 

material in their supply chains could be traced to 

Xinjiang. “I believe there are hundreds, perhaps 

thousands, of companies that fit the categories” 

of the law, John M Foote, a partner in the 

international trade practice at Kelley Drye & 

Warren, said, according to The NYT. Meanwhile, 

the State Department had estimates that the 

Chinese government has detained more than one 

million people in Xinjiang in the last five years 

— Uyghurs, Kazakhs, Hui and other groups 

under the guise of combating terrorism. For 

years, Chinese authorities have subjected 

Uyghurs and other minorities in Xinjiang to 

arbitrary arrests and detentions in internment 

camps, physical abuse, and restrictions on their 

religious practices and culture in what the United 

States and legislatures of several other Western 

countries say amounts to genocide and crimes 

against humanity. The US and parliaments in 

some Western countries have declared China’s 

actions against the Uyghurs and other people a 

genocide and crimes against humanity, though 

China has denied accusations of abuse, Radio 

Free Asia reported. Credit ANI  

Moscow shuts down Amnesty International, 
Human Rights Watch offices in Russia 
The Russian Ministry of Justice announced that it 

has revoked the registration of 15 representative 

offices of international organizations and foreign 

NGOs, including that Amnesty International, 

Human Rights Watch and the Carnegie 

Endowment for International Peace. 

According to a ministry statement, the groups 

“were expelled after they were found to be in 

breach of the current legislation of the Russian 

Federation.” Replying to this move by Russia, 

secretary-general of Amnesty International 

Agnes Callamard said, “Amnesty’s closing down 

in Russia is only the latest in a long list of 

organizations that have been punished for 

defending human rights and speaking the truth to 

the Russian authorities.” “In a country where 

scores of activists and dissidents have been 

imprisoned, killed, or exiled, where independent 

media has been smeared, blocked, or forced to 

self-censor, and where civil society organizations 

have been outlawed or liquidated, you must be 

doing something right if the Kremlin tries to shut 

you up,” she continued. On February 24, Russia 

launched a military operation in Ukraine after the 

breakaway republics of Donetsk and Luhansk 

appealed for help in defending themselves 

against Ukrainian provocations. In response to 

Russia’s operation, Western countries have rolled 

out a comprehensive sanctions campaign against 

Moscow. Credit ANI  

Pakistan carries out flight test of Shaheen-III 
ballistic missile 

 
Pakistan on Saturday conducted a flight test of 

the Shaheen-III surface to surface ballistic 

missile amid the ongoing political and 

constitutional crisis in the country. Pakistan 

Armed Forces’ media wing said the test flight of 

this surface-to-surface ballistic missile was aimed 

at revalidating various design and technical 

parameters of the weapon system. “Pakistan  

ANI 
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today conducted a successful flight test of 

Shaheen-III surface to surface ballistic missile. 

The test flight was aimed at revalidating various 

design and technical parameters of the weapon 

system,” Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) 

tweeted. Shaheen-III has a range of 2,750 

kilometres. Last year in January, Pakistan 

conducted a similar test of the same missile. The 

solid-fuelled missile — equipped with Post-

Separation Altitude Correction (PSAC) system 

— was first tested in March 2015. This test comes 

as the voting in the Pakistan National Assembly 

over the no-confidence motion against Prime 

Minister Imran Khan is expected to be held after 

8 pm (local time) on Saturday. Credit ANI  

Saudi Arabia sets limit of one million Hajj 
pilgrims this year 

Saudi Arabia on Saturday said it will allow one 

million visitors for the Hajj pilgrimage this year. 

Muslims from inside and outside the country will 

be able to perform the Hajj provided they are 

fully vaccinated against COVID-19 and no older 

than 65, said Saudi Arabia, reported Al Jazeera. 

Last year only a few thousand domestic pilgrims 

were allowed to perform the Hajj due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic. The Ministry of Hajj and 

Umrah said in a statement that pilgrims from 

abroad must also present a negative COVID-19 

PCR test and that there will be additional health 

precautions. The Hajj is one of the five pillars of 

Islam and a once-in-a-lifetime duty for all able-

bodied Muslims to perform if they can afford it. 

It is expected to take place in July this year. 

Before the virus emerged, some 2.5 million 

people used to travel every year to Saudi Arabia 

for Hajj. Credit ANI  

Thai-Chinese submarine deal faces axe: PM 
Prayut 
Thailand’s procurement of a submarine from 

China could be cancelled after a German 

company said it was unable to supply the needed 

propulsion system, according to the country’s 

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha. “A huge 

government-to-government submarine 

procurement deal faces the axe, if China is unable 

to fit the engines specified in the purchase 

agreement,” PM Prayut Chan-o-cha had warned 

last Monday. Prayut was answering reporters’ 

questions following reports that a German 

company had refused to supply MTU396 diesel 

engines to China to be fitted into the S26T Yuan-

class submarine being built for the Royal Thai 

Navy (RTN), Bangkok Post reported. According 

to the media outlet, the Prime Minister had 

instructed the navy to do its best to get the deal 

over the line, but if China could not fulfil the 

agreement, the contract would have to be 

scrapped. Asked if he was concerned the issue 

would be brought up in the planned no-

confidence debate, Gen Prayut said was he 

prepared as he had justified the purchase already 

several times in response to questions. “What do 

we do with a submarine with no engines? Why 

should we purchase it? If the agreement can’t be 

fulfilled, we have to figure out what to do. Isn’t 

that how we solve a problem?” he replied. When 

asked if the government can terminate the 

contract, he said the matter will be considered by 

authorities concerned and in line with the 

procurement process and the prime minister need 

not intervene at every stage, Bangkok Post 

reported. Last Saturday, navy commander Adm 

Somprasong Nilsamai said no changes had been 

made to the submarine deal and insisted China 

would have to comply with the contract as signed, 

as per the media outlet. Under the terms of the 

deal, the submarine’s engines were to be supplied 

by Germany’s MTU, but the company were 

barred from making the sale due to an embargo 

as they are designated a military/defence item. 

Credit ANI 

ANI ANI 
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Slovakia provides S-300 air defence system 
to Ukraine 

 
As the Russia-Ukraine war enters its 44th day, 

Slovakia’s Prime Minister Eduard Heger on 

Friday said that his country has provided an S-

300 air defence system to Ukraine against 

Russia’s aggression. Taking to Twitter, the 

Slovakian PM wrote, “I would like to confirm 

that #Slovakia has provided #Ukraine with an air-

defence system S-300. #Ukrainian nation is 

#bravely defending its sovereign country.” “It is 

our duty to help, not to stay put and be ignorant 

to the loss of human lives under #Russia’s 

aggression,” he added. This comes at a time when 

Russia was suspended from the UNHRC on 

Thursday following a UNGA vote moved by the 

US, which sought the country’s suspension for 

perpetuating Human Rights violations during its 

ongoing conflict with Ukraine. With 93 countries 

voting in favour, 24 against and 58 abstaining on 

the resolution, UNGA suspended Russia from the 

Human Rights Council. The Russia-Ukraine war 

resulted in millions of refugees fleeing to nearby 

countries to the West, as well as thousands of 

civilian casualties. The United Nations Office of 

the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

(OHCHR) has reported a total of 3,838 civilian 

casualties since the start of the hostilities from 

February 24 to April 6. Credit ANI 

Sri Lanka to exhaust USD 500 million Indian 
fuel credit line by April end 
The USD 500 million credit line provided by 

India for fuel will be exhausted after the delivery 

of another 120,000 tons of diesel and 35,000 tons 

of petrol to Sri Lanka in the remaining period of 

this month. India will ship the next stock of 

40,000 tons of diesel on April 15 and is expected 

to deliver another similar consignment on April 

18. India will be also delivering the stock of 

petrol on April 22. India is also expected to ship 

a similar quantity of diesel on April 23, Daily 

Mirror reported citing sources. There are 

negotiations going on currently to increase the 

credit facility. Or else, Sri Lanka can reuse it once 

payments are settled for the purchases already 

made. Notably, India has offered a USD 500 

million credit line for the purchase of fuel from 

the Indian Oil Company. Once India delivers 

these consignments, USD 468 million will be 

exhausted. Earlier, on Wednesday, India supplied 

over 270,000 MT of fuel to Sri Lanka so far to 

help ease the power crisis in the island country 

which is witnessing acute power cuts. Moreover, 

one consignment each of 36,000 MT petrol and 

40,000 MT diesel was delivered to the island 

nation in the last 24 hours. The consignment is a 

part of the US 500 million oil line of credit (LoC) 

extended by India to Sri Lanka. “#Indian credit 

line for fuel at work!!! One consignment each of 

36,000 MT petrol and 40,000 MT diesel was 

delivered to #SriLanka in the last 24 hours. Total 

supply of various types of fuel under Indian 

assistance now stands at more than 270,000 MT,” 

tweeted India High Commission in Colombo. A 

fuel line of credit of USD 500 million was signed 

in February and expected to deliver the fuel by 

May. Meanwhile, Ministry of External Affairs 

(MEA) spokesperson Arindam Bagchi on 

Thursday said that Sri Lanka is a neighbour and 

a close friend of India and India is closely 

watching the developments in the island nation. 

He further said, “We stand ready to continue 

working with Sri Lanka for rapid post-COVID 

economic recovery. This is in line with our 

neighbourhood first policy and we have already 

conveyed to them on various occasions our 

readiness to extend whatever support we can and 

as has been demonstrated by our actions till 

now.” Sri Lanka is battling a severe economic 

crisis with food and fuel scarcity affecting a large 

number of the people in the island nation. The 

economy has been in a free-fall since the onset of 

the COVID-19 pandemic. The island nation is 

ANI 
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also facing a foreign exchange shortage, which 

has, incidentally, affected its capacity to import 

food and fuel, leading to the power cuts in the 

country. The shortage of essential goods forced 

Sri Lanka to seek assistance from friendly 

countries. Credit ANI 

White House says truck inspections on US-
Mexico border in Texas disrupt supply chains 

 
The White House considers inspections of trucks 

crossing the US border with Mexico in the state 

of Texas to be unnecessary and are causing 

significant disruptions to supply chains across the 

country, spokesperson Jen Psaki said on 

Wednesday. “[Texas] Governor [Greg] Abbott’s 

unnecessary and redundant inspections of trucks 

transiting ports of entry between Texas and 

Mexico are causing significant disruptions to the 

food and automobile supply chains, delaying 

manufacturing, impacting jobs, and raising prices 

for families in Texas and across the country,” 

Psaki said in a statement. According to the White 

House, Abbott’s decision causes delays of more 

than five hours and has already resulted in a drop 

in commercial traffic by 60 per cent. Last week, 

Abbott announced the state authorities will 

conduct enhanced safety inspections of vehicles 

crossing the US border at international ports of 

entry. Abbott explained his decision by pointing 

out that his state is anticipating seeing a 

significant rise in cartel-facilitated smuggling 

upon the end of Title 42 in May. The Centers for 

Disease and Control and Prevention (CDC) 

announced it will terminate the Title 42 public 

health policy on May 23. The policy has been in 

effect since March of 2020 and was used by the 

Trump and Biden administrations to turn away 

thousands of illegal immigrants in an effort to 

prevent communicable diseases from spreading 

in the United States. Earlier in April, a group of 

Republican US Senators introduced legislation to 

extend until 2025 the Title 42 policy 

implemented by the Trump administration that 

allows for the deportation of illegal immigrants 

on public health grounds. Credit ANI 

On eve of Sri Lankan New Year, PM 
Rajapaksa offers to hold talks with 
protesters 

Sri Lanka's Prime Minister Mahinda 

Rajapaksa said on Wednesday that as the 

country's prime minister, he is ready to speak 

with the protesters who have been protesting 

against the government at Galle Face in Colombo 

for five days over the economic and political 

crisis. "Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa has 

stated that he is ready for a discussion. Rajapaksa 

is likely to take the views of the protesters to deal 

with the current economic challenge faced by the 

country. If the protesters are ready for this 

discussion, they will inform the government 

about the group of the representatives who will 

speak on behalf of the protestors," Sri Lanka 

Prime Minister's office said. Sri Lankans are set 

to celebrate Happy New Year on April 14. PM 

Rajapaksa has reached out to the protesters on the 

eve of the new year. The island nation is facing 

its worst economic crisis since independence 

with food and fuel shortages, soaring prices and 

power cuts affecting a large number of the people 

in the island nation, resulting in massive protests 

over the government's handling of the situation. 

Sri Lanka's economy has been in a free-fall since 

the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, leading to 

the crash of the tourism sector. 

Sri Lanka is also facing a foreign exchange 

shortage, which has affected its capacity to 

import food and fuel. The shortage of essential 

goods forced Sri Lanka to seek assistance from 

friendly countries. The economic situation has 

ANI 
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led to huge protests with demands for the 

resignation of Prime Minister Mahinda 

Rajapaksa and President Gotabaya Rajapaksa. 

Earlier, Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa in a 

special address to the nation on Monday 

requested people to remain patient and stop 

taking to the streets in order to enable the 

government to resolve the situation. Credit ANI 

 

India-UK joint working group on counter-
terrorism meets in London 

 
India and the UK strongly condemned terrorism 

in all its forms and manifestations and 

emphasized on the need for strengthening 

international cooperation to comprehensively 

combat the global threat of terrorism and the 

importance of perpetrators of terrorist attacks 

being systematically and expeditiously brought to 

justice. This was agreed at the 15th meeting of the 

Joint Working Group on Counter-Terrorism in 

London on April 4-5. The Indian delegation was 

led by Mahaveer Singhvi, Joint Secretary for 

Counter-Terrorism in the Ministry of External 

Affairs (MEA), while the UK delegation was 

headed by Chloe Squires, Director General of 

Homeland Security. "The United Kingdom and 

India strongly condemned terrorism in all its 

forms and manifestations emphasizing the need 

for strengthening international cooperation to 

comprehensively combat the global threat of 

terrorism," an MEA statement said. The two sides 

shared their assessment of the terrorist and 

extremist threats in their respective territories and 

regions including threats posed by globally 

sanctioned terrorist entities and individuals while 

emphasizing the need for taking concerted action 

against all terrorist networks, transnational 

terrorist groups and the importance of 

perpetrators of terrorist attacks being 

systematically and expeditiously brought to 

justice. The two sides also exchanged views on 

the proscription of terrorist individuals and 

entities as a tool to combat terrorism, as well as 

ways of working together in multilateral forums. 

The two countries also exchanged views on a 

range of contemporary counter-terrorism 

challenges including the developing situation in 

Afghanistan, countering radicalization and 

violent extremism; combating the financing of 

terrorism; preventing exploitation of the internet 

for terrorism; law enforcement cooperation; 

information sharing; aviation and maritime 

security. It was agreed to further strengthen and 

deepen bilateral cooperation to meet these shared 

challenges. The 16th UK and India Joint Working 

Group on Counter-Terrorism will be held in India 

in 2023. Credit ANI 

India gets elected to 4 United Nations 
ECOSOC bodies 

India on Wednesday got elected to four United 

Nations Economic and Social Council 

(ECOSOC) bodies, the country’s mission to the 

UN informed in a tweet. The bodies include the 

Commission for Social Development, Committee 

on NGOs, Commission on Science & 

Technology for Development, and Committee for 

Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights. Of the 

above bodies, India was re-elected to the 

Committee for Economic, Social, and Cultural 

Rights with Ambassador Preeti Saran 

representing the country. Last year, India was 

elected to three ECOSOC bodies including the 

Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal 

Justice, the Executive Board of UN Women, and 

the Executive Board of the World Food 

Programme. The UN Charter established 

ECOSOC in 1945 as one of the six main organs 

of the United Nations. The Economic and Social 

ANI 
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Council (ECOSOC) coordinates the work of the 

14 UN specialized agencies, ten functional 

commissions and five regional commissions, 

receives reports from nine UN funds and 

programs (see reverse), and issues policy 

recommendations to the UN system and to the 

Member States. Credit ANI 

India renews focus on environment 
protection, climate justice: Report 

 
India, which has always remained the hub of 

environment protection and climate justice, has 

renewed its vigour and focus on these concerns 

with firm determination in recent times, 

according to a Saudi Arabian newspaper. Though 

contemplations on the state of the environment 

have remained a mainstream conversation topic 

in India, it was incredibly rare to formulate 

specific time-bound targets that the nation had to 

take to address these burning issues. That mindset 

has undergone a radical shift in the last half a 

decade, reported Saudi Gazette. India's 

renewable energy capacity has increased by more 

than 250 per cent within six years, which is a 

rapid pace of growth for a developing country 

with 140 crore individuals. Notably, India is now 

one of the top five countries in the world in terms 

of installed renewable energy capacity. 

Following its usual path where economy and 

ecology can both co-exist, India is now setting an 

example for the world through its means to 

protect the environment without blocking 

infrastructural projects. While no other country 

has been able to sufficiently meet the Paris 

Climate Agreement goals, India has been a ray of 

hope achieving targets much ahead of the 

timeline. The mechanisms like the International 

Solar Alliance - based in Gurugram- demonstrate 

how the country has taken upon itself the 

responsibility of guiding the world towards 

negotiations on sensitive environmental treaties 

and agreements. Moreover, reflecting its global 

vision, the country has also formed the Coalition 

for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure initiative 

aimed at protecting small island nations from the 

existential threat of rising global temperatures as 

well as other related natural disasters As part of 

the World Environment Day celebrations in 

India, the government issued a clarion call to 

increase the use of ethanol blending within the 

country. With a resolution to meet the target of 20 

per cent blending in petrol by the year 2025, the 

government is focusing on creating a large impact 

on the environment as well as the lives of farmers. 

To achieve this goal, E-100 projects have been 

started on a pilot level in different parts of the 

country and the government also issued a 

notification allowing for oil companies to sell 20 

per cent ethanol-blended petrol from the fiscal 

year 2023, which will result in further nurturing 

of the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) 

specifications for higher ethanol blends E-12 and 

E-15, reported the media outlet. However, 

numerous achievements of the last half a decade 

have only pushed the country towards greater 

goals. At the recent COP 26, India launched the 

Green Grids Initiative -- One Sun One World One 

Grid -- the first international network of global 

interconnected solar power grids, aimed at 

enhancing the viability of solar projects as well as 

reducing carbon footprint by a significant margin. 

Not only are these steps aimed at environmental 

protection but will also boost green investments 

and create millions of jobs, according to Saudi 

Gazette. Credit ANI 

UN Ocean Conference 2022: ‘Fleet’ of 
solutions to be launched

 
The solutions to restore the health of the ocean 

which provides us with oxygen, food and 

livelihoods – are out there, and in 100 days they 

will be in the spotlight in Lisbon, Portugal, at the 

second UN Ocean Conference. Billions of 

humans, animals and plants rely on a healthy 

ocean, but rising carbon emissions are making it 

more acidic, weakening its ability to sustain life 

underwater and on land. Plastic waste is also 

ANI 
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choking our waters, and more than half of the 

world’s marine species may stand on the brink of 

extinction by 2100. But it is not all bad news. 

According to the UN Secretary-General’s Special 

Envoy for the Ocean Peter Thomson, momentum 

for positive change is building around the world, 

with people, especially youth, mobilizing to do 

their part to reverse the decline in ocean health. 

The UN Ocean Conference which will take place 

from 25 June to 1 July, in Lisbon, Portugal will 

provide a critical opportunity to mobilize 

partnerships and increase investment in science-

driven approaches. It will also be the time for 

governments, industries, and civil society to join 

forces and take action. With 100 days to go until 

the event, UN News spoke with Mr. Thomson 

about the event, and the current state of our 

oceans When SDG 14 (to conserve and 

sustainably manage the resources of the ocean) 

was created back in 2015, along with the other 

17 Sustainable Development Goals, it didn't 

really have a home. It wasn't like the health SDG, 

which had the World Health Organization or the 

agriculture one, which had The Food and 

Agriculture Organization (FAO), and so on. So, 

the advocates for SDG 14, particularly the small 

island developing States and some of the coastal 

States and other allies, said that we needed some 

kind of discipline to ensure that the 

implementation of SDG 14 was on track and, if it 

wasn't, a way how to bring it on track. So that's 

how the first UN Ocean Conference came into 

existence in 2017, mandated by the UN General 

Assembly. Now we have the second UN Ocean 

Conference, which is, as you said, happening in 

Lisbon this year. So, this is the process that keeps 

SDG 14 honest. And that honesty, of course, is 

extremely important because, as the mantra goes, 

there is no healthy planet without a healthy ocean.  

Peter Thomson: Well, progress for me in terms of 

ocean protection is all about implementing SDG 

14. This has quite a few targets: It's about 

pollution; It's about overfishing; It's about the 

effects of greenhouse and gas emissions; It's 

about getting marine tech in place, and so on. I 

think it's very doable. I don't lose sleep on 

whether we're going to achieve this or not. We 

are going to achieve this by 2030. I also think of 

targets like SDG 14.6: ridding the world of 

harmful fisheries subsidies that lead to 

overfishing, and lead to illegal fishing and so on. 

That is a very doable act, and the time to do it is 

at the World Trade Organization Ministerial 

conference in June this year. And who's going to 

do it? The member States of this world. And if 

they fail, they fail all of us. Now, are they going 

to do it? I'm sure they will, because they've 

looked at Nairobi and saw that member States 

there grasped that nettle of consensus and said, 

‘Let's do the right thing by people on planet. Let's 

get this treaty to ban and control plastic pollution. 

Let's bring it into reality’. As a result, they've an 

intergovernmental negotiating committee to get 

that treaty up and running, and they will finish 

their work on that by the end of 2024. I'm so 

excited about it, because when you talk about 

marine pollution, which is SDG Target 14.1, 80 

per cent of that pollution is plastics. So, by getting 

this treaty in place, an internationally binding 

treaty to combat plastic pollution, we're going to 

hit that target, no problem. Credit UN 

Time for ‘tangible and credible’ forest 
management, says UN chief 

Healthy forests are “essential” for people and the 

planet, the UN chief said in his message marking 

the International Day of Forests. “They act as 

natural filters, providing clean air and water, and 

they are havens of biological diversity…[and] 

help to regulate our climate by influencing 

rainfall patterns, cooling urban areas and 

absorbing one-third of greenhouse gas 

emissions,” explained Secretary-General 

UN 

https://sdgs.un.org/topics/oceans-and-seas/SpecialEnvoy
https://sdgs.un.org/topics/oceans-and-seas/SpecialEnvoy
https://www.un.org/en/conferences/ocean2022
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal14
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
http://www.fao.org/home/en/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics/sids
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics/sids
https://www.un.org/en/ga/
https://www.un.org/en/ga/
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António Guterres. Commemorated annually on 

21 March, the international day reminds everyone 

that the sustainable management of forests and 

their resources, are key to combating climate 

change, and to contributing to the prosperity and 

well-being of current and future generations. 

 
Assuaging poverty  Forests also play a crucial 

role in poverty alleviation and achieving 

the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

“They provide many communities and 

indigenous peoples with livelihoods, medicines, 

sustenance and refuge,” said the UN chief. 

Relentless deforestation Even though these 

priceless ecological, economic, social and health 

benefits, global deforestation continues at an 

alarming rate. While commitments to halt the 

wanton destruction of trees have rung out “loud 

and clear”, and slowing has been registered in 

some regions, “each year we still degrade and 

destroy some 10 million hectares of forest,” he 

said. “It is essential that the world implements the 

recent Glasgow Leaders’ Declaration on Forests 

and Land Use and other instruments designed to 

protect our forests,” underscored the Secretary-

General. New UN report looks underfoot, to 

solve global water crises 

 
While groundwater accounts for 99 per cent of all 

running freshwater on Earth, it is often 

undervalued, mismanaged, and overexploited, 

according to a report published on Monday by the 

UN scientific organization, UNESCO.  

“Groundwater is a critical natural resource, 

invisible but indispensable for life on our planet”, 

UNESCO chief Audrey Azoulay said in the 

Foreword of Making the invisible visible, the 

latest edition of the UN World Water 

Development Report (WWDR). Noting that 

nearly 50 per cent of the world’s urban 

population depends on underground water 

sources, she pointed out that “more and more 

aquifers are being polluted, overexploited, and 

dried up by humans, sometimes with irreversible 

consequences.” Water needs protecting At the 

opening ceremony of the Ninth World Water 

Forum in Dakar, Senegal, the authors shone a 

spotlight on the vast potential of groundwater, the 

need to manage it sustainably and a call for States 

to address current and future water crises 

throughout the globe.   In addition to providing 

water to drink and for other domestic uses, 

around 25 per cent is essential for irrigating 

crops.  Moreover, water use is projected to grow 

by roughly one per cent annually over the next 30 

years, and dependency on groundwater is 

expected to rise along with the impact of global 

warming.  Making the case Tapping more 

sustainably into groundwater is essential to meet 

the fundamental needs of an ever-increasing 

global population and to address the global 

climate and energy crises, the report contends.  

 “Improving the way, we use and manage 

groundwater is an urgent priority if we are to 

achieve the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) by 2030,” said Gilbert Houngbo, UN-

Water Chair and President of the International 

Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), in 

the report’s forward. “Decision-makers must 

begin to take full account of the vital ways in 

which groundwater can help ensure the resilience 

of human life and activities in a future where the 

climate is becoming increasingly unpredictable.” 

Huge benefits The quality of groundwater makes 

UN 

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs
https://ukcop26.org/glasgow-leaders-declaration-on-forests-and-land-use/
https://ukcop26.org/glasgow-leaders-declaration-on-forests-and-land-use/
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it safe and affordable, without requiring advanced 

levels of treatment, according to the report 

Moreover, it is often the most cost-effective way 

to securely supply water to rural villages and 

could act as an economic growth catalyst by 

increasing irrigated areas and improving 

agricultural yields and crop diversity.  In terms of 

climate change adaptation, aquifer systems can 

be utilized to improve year-round freshwater 

availability, as they evaporative substantially less 

than surface reservoirs. Strengthen regulations 

Because it is practically irreversible, groundwater 

pollution must be avoided and its invisible nature 

makes prosecuting polluters quite challenging.   

Preventing contamination requires suitable land 

use and appropriate environmental regulations, 

especially across aquifer recharge areas, WWDR 

stresses, pushing governments, as resource 

custodians, to ensure that access to and profit 

from groundwater are distributed equitably. 

“Improved knowledge and capacity development 

is not enough. To protect aquifers, we also need 

innovation, in terms of technical interventions, 

institutional and legal reforms, improved 

financing, and behavioural changes,” argued the 

UNESCO chief. Credit UN 

Sub-Saharan Africa under threat from 
multiple humanitarian crises 

 
Migrants and Refugees, the number of hungry 

people in the Sahel and West Africa has 

quadrupled over the last three years, currently 

reaching 41 million, the UN World Food 

Programme (WFP) reported on Friday. Issuing 

the alert, WFP said that the figure rose to 43 

million when the Central African Republic was 

included in the food insecurity estimate. And the 

problem is not limited to rural areas as 16 million 

people living in urban spaces are also at risk of 

acute food insecurity with WFP warning that 

some six million children are undernourished in 

the Sahel. Unparalleled food crisis from conflict 

and displacement to climate shocks and inflation 

– all made worse by the Ukraine crisis – there are 

many reasons for the unprecedented food 

emergency in the Sahel and West Africa region. 

According to WFP, since Russia invaded 

Ukraine, prices have surged between 30 and 50 

per cent in many places – and even doubled in 

some markets. After drought caused poor returns 

last year, farmers have already become deeply 

concerned about the next harvest. WFP warned 

that they lack enough food to cover their needs 

and amidst escalating conflicts, more than six 

million people have had to leave their homes in 

the Sahel. To provide lifesaving help for the next 

six months, WFP urgently needs $777 million. 

Horn of Africa At the same time, the International 

Organization for Migration (IOM) warned that 

the worst drought in decades is threatening an 

estimated 15 million people in the Horn of Africa. 

Parching landscapes, heightening food insecurity 

and increasingly widespread displacement has 

prompted IOM to so call for “an urgent and 

efficient humanitarian response” to avoid large-

scale deterioration throughout the region.  

Approximately three, five and seven million 

people in Kenya, Somalia, and Ethiopia, 

respectively, risk a humanitarian crisis from 

unprecedented impacts of multiple failed rainy 

seasons. The battered region has already been 

impacted by cumulative shocks, including 

conflict, extreme weather conditions, climate 

change, desert locusts and the COVID-19 

pandemic. . Credit UN 

Oman now 100th country to ratify Maritime 
Labour Convention 

 
Oman has become the 100th country to ratify a 

2006 treaty that protects the rights, pay and 

conditions of seafarers - a milestone that was 

commemorated on Monday by a ceremony at the 

headquarters of the International Labour 

Organization (ILO) in Geneva.  Ensuring 

consistency worldwide The MLC brought 

together a large number of existing labour 

standards that no longer reflected contemporary 

working and living conditions, had low 

ratification levels, or inadequate enforcement and 

compliance systems.  Combining them into one 

UN 
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Convention makes it easier for countries to 

regulate and enforce consistent industry norms 

and standards worldwide, according to the ILO.  

The MLC was adopted in February 2006 and 

entered into force on 20 August 2013.  Since then, 

it has become a worldwide reference for the 

maritime industry and a pillar of international 

maritime rules and regulations. Appeal to 

Governments The heads of two organizations that 

represent seafarers and shipowners, respectively, 

have also welcomed this latest ratification.  “As 

the first Gulf State to adopt the MLC, Oman 

extends the safeguards of this Convention not 

only to its own seafarers, but also to those who 

call into its ports and navigate through its 

strategically important waters,” said Stephen 

Cotton General Secretary of the International 

Transport Workers’ Federation (ITF). The 

Secretary General of the International Chamber 

of Shipping (ICS), Guy Platten, stated it is now 

more vital than ever for more Governments to 

ratify the Convention.  “Reaching 100 signatories 

is an important milestone. As we saw throughout 

the pandemic and the crew change crisis, 

governments who have ratified the Convention 

must stand by their words and take action to 

protect seafarers’ rights,” he said. COVID-19 

caused hundreds of thousands of seafarers to be 

effectively stranded at sea because they were 

unable to disembark from ships, including to 

repatriate at the end of their tours of duty, 

thus putting the safety and future of shipping at 

risk. Credit UN. 

Drought tightens grip in Eastern Africa 

 
Eastern Africa is facing the very real prospect that 

the rains will fail for a fourth consecutive season, 

placing Ethiopia, Kenya, and Somalia into a 

drought of a length not experienced in the last 40 

years. Humanitarian agencies have issued urgent 

appeals for support to prevent widespread 

famine. Since the turn of the year experts from 

the hydrometeorological community have been in 

constant dialogue with their United Nations and 

humanitarian Agency colleagues to provide 

advice and support to anticipatory action and 

forward planning. "The MAM rains are crucial 

for the region and, sadly, we are looking at not 

just three, but potentially four consecutive failed 

seasons " said Dr Workneh Gebeyehu, IGAD's 

Executive Secretary. "This, coupled with other 

stress factors such as conflicts in both our region 

and Europe, the impact of COVID-19, and 

macro-economic challenges, has led to acute 

levels of food insecurity across the Greater Horn 

of Africa."  The episode of droughts became very 

frequent in the Horn of Africa and the region was 

also affected by a devastating desert locust 

outbreak during the past two years. The March to 

May, better known as the long rains, - is the main 

rainfall season, particularly in the equatorial parts 

of the region where it contributes up to 70% of 

the total annual rainfall. The Food Security and 

Nutrition Working Group, co-chaired by IGAD 

and FAO, estimates that over 29 million people 

are facing high levels of food insecurity across 

the IGAD region. The Food and Agriculture 

Organization, Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs, UN Children’s Fund and 

World Food Programme issued a joint statement 

warning that situation is especially dire in 

Somalia and calling for an immediate injection of 

funds to enable a scale up of life-saving 

assistance. “Somalia is facing famine conditions 

as a perfect storm of poor rain, skyrocketing food 

prices and huge funding shortfalls leaves almost 

40% of Somalis on the brink,” it said. This 

follows the release of a new Integrated Food 

Security Phase Classification (IPC) report that 

found six million Somalis, or almost 40 per cent 

of the population, are now facing extreme levels 

of food insecurity, with pockets of famine 

conditions likely in six areas of the country. This 

is nearly a two-fold increase in the number of 

people facing extreme levels of acute food 

insecurity since the start of the year. Credit 

WMO. 

 

WMO 
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Antarctic heat, rain and ice prompt concern 

 
Record high temperatures, rain and the collapse 

of an ice shelf in East Antarctica have prompted 

questions and concern about the possible role of 

climate change in the coldest and driest part of the 

world. The events happened just after Antarctic 

sea ice minimum extent after the summer melt 

fell below 2 million square kilometers (772,000 

square miles) for the first time since satellite 

records in 1979, according to the U.S. National 

Snow and Ice Data Center. The Antarctic climate 

and sea ice extent is subject to big natural 

variations from year to year and are influenced by 

the high winds in this remote part of Earth which 

spans 14 million km2 (roughly twice the size of 

Australia). The average annual temperature 

ranges from about −10°C (14°F) on the Antarctic 

coast to −60°C (-76°F) at the highest parts of the 

interior. The Antarctic Peninsula (the northwest 

tip near to South America) is among the fastest 

warming regions of the planet, almost 3°C over 

the last 50 years. Remote East Antarctica, by 

contrast, has until now been less impacted. 

However, in the third week of March, research 

stations in East Antarctica recorded 

unprecedented temperatures. “The warm 

temperature at Dome C, still much below 

freezing, is probably more a wakeup call, not 

having significant local impact in the inner ice 

sheet. On the other hand, the fact that the 

temperature was way above 0°C and that it rained 

at the coast upstream the previous day is more of 

a concern. Rainfall is rare in Antarctica but when 

it occurs, it has consequences on ecosystems - 

particularly on penguin colonies - and on the ice 

sheet mass balance,” commented Etienne Vignon 

and Christoph Genthon, who are both from 

France’s Laboratoire de Météorologie 

Dynamique, IPSL/Sorbone Université/École 

Polytechnique/CNRS UMR 8539, Paris, and 

experts of the WMO Global Cryosphere Watch. 

“Fortunately there are no longer penguin chicks 

at this time of the year but the fact that this 

happens now in March is a reminder of what is at 

stake in the peripheral regions: wildlife, stability 

of the ice sheet. Here the warm temperature at 

Dome C is a source of excitement for 

climatologists, that it rains at the coast in March 

is a source of concern for everyone,” said the 

experts, who are both from France’s Laboratoire 

de Météorologie Dynamique, IPSL/Sorbone 

Université/École Polytechnique/CNRS. The 

warmth and moisture was driven primarily by an 

atmospheric river – a narrow band of moisture 

collected from warm oceans. Atmospheric rivers 

are found on the edge of low pressure systems 

and can move large amounts of water across vast 

distances. “This event is rewriting record books 

and our expectations about what is possible in 

Antarctica. Is this simply a freakishly improbable 

event, or is it a sign of more to come? Right now, 

no one knows,” tweeted Dr Robert Rohde, Lead 

Scientist at Berkeley Earth. Credit WMO. 

World Water Day focuses on groundwater 

 
Groundwater accounts for 99% of all liquid 

freshwater on Earth. However, this natural 

resource is often poorly understood and 

consequently undervalued, mismanaged and 

polluted. This year’s World Water Day on 22 

March focusses on the vast potential of 

groundwater and the need to manage it 

sustainably by “making the invisible visible.” 

“Groundwater may be out of sight, but it must not 

be out of mind,” stresses UN-Water. 

Groundwater presently provides half of the 

volume of water withdrawn for domestic use by 

the global population, including the drinking 

water for many people in rural areas, and around 

25% of all water used for irrigation. Globally, 

water use is projected to grow by roughly 1% per 

year over the next 30 years. More than 2 billion 

people are living in countries under water stress 

and 3.6 billion people face inadequate access to 

WMO 

https://nsidc.org/arcticseaicenews/
https://nsidc.org/arcticseaicenews/
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release/wmo-verifies-one-temperature-record-antarctic-continent-and-rejects-another
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release/wmo-verifies-one-temperature-record-antarctic-continent-and-rejects-another
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release/wmo-verifies-one-temperature-record-antarctic-continent-and-rejects-another
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release/wmo-verifies-one-temperature-record-antarctic-continent-and-rejects-another
https://doi.org/10.1029/2020JD033788
https://doi.org/10.1029/2020JD033788
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water at least one month per year. Our overall 

dependence on groundwater is expected to rise as 

surface water availability becomes increasingly 

limited and unreliable due to climate change, 

shifting precipitation patterns and glacier melt, 

according to the World Water Development 

Report, which was released at the World Water 

Forum in Dakar, Senegal. WMO was one of the 

contributors to the report. The report calls on 

States to commit themselves to developing 

adequate and effective groundwater management 

and governance policies in order to address 

current and future water crises throughout the 

globe. “Improving the way we use and manage 

groundwater is an urgent priority if we are to 

achieve the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) by 2030. Decision-makers must begin to 

take full account of the vital ways in which 

groundwater can help ensure the resilience of 

human life and activities in a future where the 

climate is becoming increasingly unpredictable,” 

adds Gilbert F. Houngbo, Chair of UN-Water, 

President of the International Fund for 

Agricultural Development (IFAD) and a Leader 

of the Water and Climate Coalition spearheaded 

by WMO. Credit WMO. 

World Meteorological Day: Early Warning 
and Early Action 

 

Weather, climate and water extremes are 

becoming more frequent and intense as a result of 

climate change. More people are exposed than 

ever before to multiple hazards. Forecasts of what 

the weather will BE are no longer enough. 

Impact-based forecasts on what the weather will 

do and what people should do are vital to save 

lives and livelihoods. Yet one in three people are 

still not adequately covered by early warning 

systems. And, all too often, the warnings do not 

reach those who need them most. World 

Meteorological Day on 23 March 2022 therefore 

has the theme Early Warning and Early Action, 

and spotlights the vital importance of 

hydrometeorological and climate information for 

disaster risk reduction. Major new initiative in a 

video address to the World Meteorological Day 

ceremony, United Nations Secretary-General 

Antonio Guterres is expected to announce a 

major new initiative on early warnings which are 

essential to climate change adaptation. WMO 

Secretary-General Prof. Petteri Taalas, Special 

Representative of the UN Secretary-General for 

Disaster Risk Reduction Mami Mizutori and 

Selwin Hart, Special Advisor to the UN 

Secretary-General on Climate Action will lead 

high-level panel discussions on progress, 

opportunities and challenges in Early Warning 

and Early Action. Ambassadors from the United 

Kingdom and Egypt will also participate in their 

capacity as presidents of the UN climate change 

conferences COP26 and COP26. The ceremony 

will be livestreamed on Zoom and the WMO 

YouTube Channel and starts at 1300 GMT. 

"Climate change is already very visible through 

more extreme weather in all parts of the world. 

We are seeing more intense heatwaves and 

drought and forest fires. We have more water 

vapor in the atmosphere, which leads to extreme 

rainfall and deadly flooding. The warming of the 

ocean fuels more powerful tropical storms and 

rising sea levels increase the impacts, » says 

WMO Secretary-General Prof. Petteri Taalas in a 

message to WMO Members and the public. "We 

expect this negative trend to continue. Early 

Warning Systems are a proven, effective 

adaptation measure, which save lives and 

livelihoods.”. Credit WMO. 

From roving Mars to delivering aid: AI, 
satellites, and UAVs in humanitarian action 

Hundreds of millions of kilometers from Earth, 

exploratory drone Charity spots a feature of 

scientific interest on the Martian surface. 

Through rapid data transfers, she summons her 

lightweight rover companion, Perseverance, to 

investigate.  According to Armin Wedler of the 

German Aerospace Center (DLR), automated 

WMO 
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planetary exploration methods like those 

pioneered by recent Mars probes are proving 

useful in Earth’s disaster areas and conflict zones. 

Hence Projekt AHEAD – for Autonomous 

Humanitarian Emergency Aid Devices. The DLR 

humanitarian project feeds Earth observation 

satellite data to remote-controlled vehicles. This 

Martian-inspired application of artificial 

intelligence (AI), satellite data links, and 

unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) expands the 

delivery area for relief and assistance, especially 

during the highly dangerous “last-mile” leg of 

humanitarian supply chains, explained Wedler 

during a recent AI for Good webinar. As the 

security risk increases in a given operational area, 

drones and UAVs can help complete last-mile 

deliveries of humanitarian aid. A landing pad 

atop each vehicle enables accompanying drones 

get a bird’s eye view to protect rescue workers 

potentially exposed to danger during 

humanitarian aid deliveries. “Critical rescue 

operations can deploy UAVs to overcome 

shortcomings in infrastructure in inaccessible 

locations,” pointed out Bilel Jamoussi, chief of 

standardization study groups at the International 

Telecommunication Union (ITU). Credit ITU. 

How Africa is leading the way in dealing with 
e-waste 

With the information and communication 

technology (ICT) boom has come a huge increase 

in discarded electrical and electronic equipment, 

or ‘e-waste’. A record 53.6 million metric tonnes 

(Mt) of e-waste was generated around the world 

in 2019, and this number is on the rise. Experts 

predict that the annual generation of e-waste will 

reach 74.7 Mt by 2030. Tackling this challenge 

will require a concerted and coordinated effort 

from all the organizations and individuals across 

the electronics value chain. Manufacturers will 

need to develop a new approach, and to take 

responsibility for a product’s entire lifecycle. 

African nations are showing the way on dealing 

with e-waste. According to the Global E-waste 

Monitor 2020, 13 countries in Africa had an e-

waste policy, legislation or regulation in place. 

Their efforts can be a lesson to other nations 

around the world looking to improve their e-

waste management systems. 1. Clearly defining 

value chain actors Long-term solutions to e-waste 

management will require a fair and economically 

viable approach to extended producer 

responsibility (EPR). EPR requires that 

producers – such as manufacturers, importers or 

distributors – take responsibility for the end-of-

life management of electronics sold on the 

market. This includes taking items back, 

recycling them and eventually disposing of them. 

Regulation must contain clear and easy-to-

understand definitions of the different e-waste 

stakeholders to avoid confusion. Many African 

countries have given definitions in their 

regulations covering e-waste management and 

EPR. For example, Côte d’Ivoire, Cameroon, 

Ghana, Madagascar, Nigeria, Rwanda and South 

Africa place emphasis on a person or persons – 

rather than on entities – introducing, importing 

and manufacturing electronics. This makes it 

more efficient to identify who must register with 

the associated EPR scheme. year. This helps track 

the amount of equipment being put on the market 

and forecasting the amount of e-waste likely to be 

generated. The Zambian example shows the 

importance of collaboration among government 

authorities for effective enforcement. Existing 

processes in other countries, such as type 

approval for technology equipment, could be 

adjusted to support the control and management 

of this equipment towards the end of its life or 

use. Credit ITU. 

General Assembly adopts consensus 
resolution welcoming 2022 World Cup 
football championship hosted by Qatar as 
first to be held in Middle East 
The U.N. General Assembly passed a resolution 

welcoming the 2022 FIFA World Cup Qatar 

football championship and hailed the promotion 

of the tournament as a public health benchmark 

for other nations hosting future mega sporting 

events. By the terms of the resolution (document 

A/76/L.48), which was passed on 8 April, the 

193-member Assembly also expressed its support 

ITU 

https://loom.ly/PjcdIyg
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Environment/Documents/Toolbox/GEM_2020_def.pdf
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Environment/Documents/Toolbox/GEM_2020_def.pdf
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Environment/Pages/Spotlight/Global-Ewaste-Monitor-2020.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Environment/Pages/Spotlight/Global-Ewaste-Monitor-2020.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Environment/Documents/Publications/2021/Toolkit_Africa_final.pdf?csf=1&e=OHEtlM
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Environment/Documents/Publications/2021/Toolkit_Africa_final.pdf?csf=1&e=OHEtlM
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Environment/Documents/Publications/2021/Toolkit_Africa_final.pdf?csf=1&e=OHEtlM
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Environment/Documents/Publications/2021/Toolkit_Africa_final.pdf?csf=1&e=OHEtlM
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for the launch of “Healthy 2022 World Cup 

Creating Legacy for Sport and Health”, a multi-

year collaboration among the International 

Federation of Association Football, the World 

Health Organization (WHO) and Qatar, which 

aims to make the 2022 World Cup a beacon for 

the promotion of healthy lives, physical and 

mental health and psychosocial well-being. The 

project goals are very closely tied to WHO’s 

#HealthForAll campaign, which underscores that 

noncommunicable diseases such as cancer, 

diabetes, chronic respiratory diseases can be 

prevented by reducing risk factors such as 

tobacco use, unhealthy diets and physical 

inactivity. After the World Cup ends, the project 

will be evaluated in an effort to build a legacy 

aimed at developing and implementing an 

outreach plan for WHO to identify new 

opportunities to apply the benchmarks set by 

Qatar during the World Cup. The World Cup is 

scheduled to be held in Qatar from 21 November 

to 18 December and will be the first World Cup 

held in the Middle East. Qatar’s representative, 

introducing the draft, said the text welcomes her 

country for hosting the first World Cup in the 

Middle East, and stresses the importance of 

community health. Qatar is ready to offer an 

exceptional event that no one will forget, with 

authentic hospitality. Credit WHO 

The Global Diabetes Compact: a promising 
first year 
 One year ago today, WHO, together with the 

Government of Canada, launched the Global 

Diabetes Compact – an ambitious new initiative 

to galvanize efforts around the world to both 

reduce the risk of diabetes, and ensure that all 

people diagnosed with diabetes have access to 

equitable, comprehensive, affordable and quality 

treatment and care. 

Those responsible for the conception of the 

Compact were under no illusions about the 

immensity of the challenge. 

“The fact that 100 years after the discovery of 

insulin, a life-saver for many people with 

diabetes, the treatment was still out of reach for 

millions of people who needed it, was a clear 

signal that ’business as usual’ was no longer an 

option,” said Dr Bente Mikkelsen, Director of the 

Department of Noncommunicable Diseases at the 

World Health Organization. “The enthusiasm 

that we saw among political leaders at the highest 

levels for the Global Diabetes Compact showed 

us that the motivation for a radical scale-up of 

efforts was widely supported.” Credit WMO. 

A World Health Assembly Resolution: an 
important milestone 
The critical nature of scaling-up efforts to prevent 

and treat diabetes was made clear by the adoption 

by WHO Member States of a 

historic resolution on diabetes at the World 

Health Assembly in May. The Resolution 

recommends the integration of prevention and 

treatment of diabetes into primary health 

services, the development of pathways for a 

substantial increase in access to insulin, the 

promotion of convergence and harmonization of 

regulatory requirements for diabetes medicines 

and technologies and improved diabetes 

monitoring and surveillance. Furthermore, it asks 

WHO to advise Member States on how to ensure 

the uninterrupted treatment of people living with 

diabetes in humanitarian emergencies. This 

important milestone provides a global mandate 

for diabetes efforts for the next decade. 

Meanwhile work was underway to ensure that 

WHO had access to leading experts to provide 

technical advice on matters relating to WHO’s 

work on diabetes. The result was the 

establishment of a Technical Advisory Group on 

Diabetes in August. The Group, chaired by 

Professor Amanda Adler, Professor of Diabetic 

Medicine and Health Policy at Oxford 

NASA WHO 

https://www.who.int/initiatives/the-who-global-diabetes-compact
https://www.who.int/initiatives/the-who-global-diabetes-compact
https://www.who.int/news/item/27-05-2021-new-wha-resolution-to-bring-much-needed-boost-to-diabetes-prevention-and-control-efforts
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University, met for the first time in September 

2021.The importance of engaging a broader 

community beyond technical experts was very 

clear when the Compact was established, and in 

November, the first Global Diabetes Compact 

Forum was held. With more than 50 participants 

from nongovernmental organizations, academic 

institutions, philanthropic foundations and 

business associations, the Forum provided an 

opportunity for the exchange of information on 

ongoing and future activities and the sharing of 

ideas on future endeavours that could be 

organized collectively for greater impact. 

Credit WHO. 

NASA Sets Coverage for Russian Spacewalks 
Outside Space Station 

During the first spacewalk, the cosmonauts will 

install and connect a control panel for the 

European robotic arm, a 37-foot-long 

manipulator system mounted to the recently 

arrived Nauka multipurpose laboratory module. 

They will also remove protective covers from the 

arm and install handrails on Nauka. The arm will 

be used to move spacewalkers and payloads 

around the Russian segment of the station. On the 

second spacewalk, the duo will jettison thermal 

blankets used to protect the arm during its July 

2021 launch with Nauka. They will also flex the 

arm’s joints, release launch restraints, and 

monitor the arm’s ability to use two grapple 

fixtures. Artemyev will wear a Russian Orlan 

spacesuit with red stripes. Matveev will wear a 

spacesuit with blue stripes. This will be the fourth 

spacewalk in Artemyev’s career, and the first for 

Matveev. It will be the fourth spacewalk at the 

station in 2022 and the 249th spacewalk for space 

station assembly, maintenance, and upgrades. 

Credit NASA. 

NASA Selects Universities for Space Station 
Research Opportunities 

Five universities were chosen by NASA for 

grants to provide students with opportunities to 

design research experiments that will be 

conducted on the International Space Station. The 

selections are part of the agency’s Established 

Program to Stimulate Competitive Research or 

EPSCoR. Each of the selected universities will 

receive approximately $100,000 through NASA 

EPSCoR. They are: 

University of Delaware, Newark 

University of Idaho, Moscow 

Montana State University, Bozeman 

University of Nebraska, Omaha 

New Mexico State University, Las Cruces 

NASA EPSCoR, based at the agency’s Kennedy 

Space Center in Florida, provides research 

opportunities for jurisdictions that have not had 

the ability to participate equally in aerospace-

related research activities. Its support is currently 

directed toward 25 states and three territories 

(Puerto Rico, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands). 

“Each of these projects has the potential to 

contribute to critical innovations in human 

spaceflight on the International Space Station and 

beyond,” said NASA EPSCoR Project Manager 

Jeppie Compton. “We’re very impressed with the 

ideas put forward in these investigation concepts 

and look forward to seeing how these 

technologies perform.” The new awards will 

allow students to get hands-on experience 

preparing payloads bound for space and send 

their experiments or technology demonstrations 

to a microgravity environment. “Getting 

something on the space station is not trivial in 

multiple ways,” said Alexandre Martin, a 

previous awardee and professor at the University 

of Kentucky 

Credit NASA. 

  

NASA 

https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/352890
https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/352890
https://www.who.int/initiatives/the-who-global-diabetes-compact/who-global-diabetes-compact-forum
https://www.who.int/initiatives/the-who-global-diabetes-compact/who-global-diabetes-compact-forum
https://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/station/spacewalks/
https://www.nasa.gov/stem/epscor/home/index.html
https://www.nasa.gov/stem/epscor/home/index.html
https://www.nasa.gov/sites/default/files/thumbnails/image/51846737921_4d6fa972b4_k.jpg
https://www.nasa.gov/sites/default/files/thumbnails/image/edu_epscor_ne_prop.jpg
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World Health Day “Our Planet, Our Health’’ 

Our health and the health of our planet are inextricably linked, and the need to focus on creating healthy 

societies on a healthy planet is becoming more and more apparent. 

The 2022 World Health Day theme centres on this link between the health of our planet and the health of 

humans, animals, plants – all living creatures. In line with the One Health approach, which emphasizes 

the interdependence of animal, human and environmental health, this year’s WHO/Europe campaign will 

promote messages and activities that showcase how individual choices and social behaviours impact our 

environment. Credit WHO 
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