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China looking inward while world is opening
up; Xi is sitting at home

policy is in stark contrast to his globe-trotting
image in the past. He was going abroad
frequently, trying to firm up China’s interests on
the Belt and Road Initiative front or increasing
China’s presence and role in the United Nations
and allied organizations. erm at the helm,
reported The Singapore Post.
Credit ANI

Mohammed bin Rashid merges Dubai
Economy, Tourism to ‘Dubai’s Department
of Economy and Tourism’
While the world is opening up amid a lull in the
COVID-19 pandemic, China is looking more and
more inward and President Xi Jinping is sitting at
home. It has been over 650 days since Xi has been
seen on the world stage outside his country. Since
his visit to Myanmar on January 17, 2020, he has
not met any leader in-person, attended any
international event or visited any foreign country.
As usual, his self-siege is shrouded in mystery,
reported The Singapore Post. In the last couple of
months, with a lull in the coronavirus pandemic,
world leaders are shedding their virtual
personalities and touching elbows with fellow
Presidents and Prime Ministers at in-person
meetings. The two high-level events in recent
days were the G20 summit in Rome and the
COP26 on climate change in Glasgow. President
Xi did not represent China at any of these
meetings. It is expected that this year’s summit
meeting between him and US President Joe Biden
may at best be a virtual meeting, reported The
Singapore Post. The simple explanation for Xi’s
absence outside China is the strict COVID-19
quarantine rules. It gives Xi the best excuse not
to travel at a time when, since last year, China has
been facing flak from the world over the
allegation of leaking the virus apart from
mismanaging the initial outbreak and trying to
cover up its mistakes. President Biden did not
spare President Xi for the latter’s absence at COP
26. He launched a broadside against his Chinese
counterpart on two counts. One, by raising
questions about China’s commitment to reducing
greenhouse gas emissions. Two, questioning
China’s claim to the global leadership mantle. He
said: “We showed up. They didn’t show up … It
is a gigantic issue and they just walked away.
How do you do that and claim to have any
leadership mantle?” Xi’s current stay-at-home
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In his capacity as Ruler of Dubai, Vice President
and Prime Minister of the UAE Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, has issued
a decision to merge Dubai Economy and Dubai
Tourism into one entity under the name ‘Dubai’s
Department of Economy and Tourism’.
Mohammed bin Rashid also issued a decision
appointing Helal Al Marri as Director-General of
the newly formed Department. The move is part
of a plan approved by Mohammed bin Rashid
that seeks to develop government work in Dubai
and enhance its efficiency and resilience in order
to keep pace with rapid changes while ensuring
the competitiveness of the business and tourism
sectors in Dubai. Mohammed bin Rashid said:
“The newly formed Department seeks to support
the economic and tourism transformations taking
place in the emirate. It will adopt the same
competitiveness and efficiency of the private
sector and work together with it on various
development projects.” “Dubai’s economy has
witnessed different phases of development
throughout its history, which has helped shape
the city’s current status as a model for economic
development and a preferred destination for
tourism. Today, our ambitions have grown bigger
and our priorities have changed. Raising our
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global competitiveness requires new ways of
thinking,” Mohammed bin Rashid added. The
Department is tasked with meeting seven targets
to further strengthen Dubai’s leading position in
tourism and economy and make it the world’s
best city to live in and work, Mohammed bin
Rashid said. These include increasing the added
value of the industrial sector by 150 per cent in
the next five years, expanding export markets for
local products by 50 per cent and increasing the
number of tourists coming to Dubai by 40 per
cent to 25 million visitors by 2025. The newly
launched entity is also tasked with making Dubai
one of the top five global cities in the main
economic indicators,
attracting 100,000
companies in three years as well as 400 global
economic events annually by 2025. The new
entity is also tasked with encouraging private and
family-owned businesses to get listed on the
Dubai bourse. “Our message to the Department’s
team is that Dubai today is different than
yesterday. The future of Dubai will depend on
your performance, ideas and efforts,”
Mohammed bin Rashid concluded. The
Department of Economy and Tourism will also
work to promote Dubai’s competitiveness in
attracting foreign investments, increasing
exports, supporting SMEs, and developing new
plans for Dubai’s new economic sectors. The new
structure will support decision-makers in
developing policies and assessing the strategic
performance of the economic sector
Credit ANI

Iran to consider experience of past nuclear
deal talks in Vienna: Foreign Minister

Tehran will take into account the experience of
the previous rounds of nuclear deal talks to
promote its interests in the upcoming
negotiations in Vienna, Iranian Foreign Minister
Hossein Amirabdollahian said on Saturday.
“Taking into account the experience and trends of
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previous negotiations, Iran will work hard to
defend its interests during the upcoming
negotiations,” he said in a phone call with
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, as
quoted by the Iranian Embassy in Moscow in
Telegram. In order to see the real progress in the
negotiations, European countries (Germany,
France and the United Kingdom), as well as the
United States, must refrain from excessive
demands and proposals that go beyond the
nuclear deal and take a constructive approach,
Amirabdollahian added. He also noted that no
one should doubt Iran’s serious intentions for the
upcoming negotiations and stressed the need for
all parties to return to compliance with the
obligations under the agreement. The Vienna
talks on the return to the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action and the lifting of US sanctions on
Iran will resume on November 29.
Credit ANI

China appears to have pumped the brakes
on its big green energy push

Power outages and natural disasters even in
normal times in China alarm people as
temperatures plummet. But this year has not been
normal as a sudden energy crunch shuttered
factories in northeast China and cut power to
residential compounds forcing pregnant women
and older adults to find themselves trudging up
long flights of stairs in darkened hallways, a
media report said. Earlier weather conditions
reduced wind- and solar-powered generation
capacity and afterwards, China’s coal belt
suffered heavy flooding. When freezing
temperatures arrived three weeks earlier than
usual, anxious officials urgently demanded an
“all-out” boost in coal production. Some coal
mines, mothballed in a bid to curb emissions,
abruptly roared back to life, churning out the
dirtiest of fossil fuels, reported Foreign Policy. It
came when the world leaders met in Glasgow for
the 26th Conference of the Parties (COP-26) to
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discuss climate change, its mitigation and other
relevant issues. Chinese President Xi Jinping
skipped the summit and it drew criticism from
many especially US President Joe Biden who
criticised the absence of the Chinese leader and
sniped at China’s unwillingness to sign onto his
big pledge to reduce methane, a potent
greenhouse gas. However, Xie Zhenhua, China’s
climate change negotiator defended the country’s
updated national climate plans stating that
Beijing now vowed to reach peak carbon “before
2030” and carbon neutrality “before 2060,” rather
than “by” those dates. Beijing has been talking
about green for years but its way to renewables
still is really hard and it matters as China is the
top greenhouse gas polluter on the planet. China
is also the world’s top coal consumer as well as
its top producer. Chinese officials cite many
reasons for the country’s obsession with energy
security and its economy’s continuing coal
addiction. China’s economy is still developing,
they say, and it is not fair for developed nations
that have grown willy-nilly in the past to cramp
Beijing’s development, said the Foreign Policy.
On Monday, China’s Foreign Ministry’s
spokesperson Wang Wenbin said, “It would take
71 years for the EU, 43 years for the US, and 37
years for Japan, all of which are developed
economies, to move from carbon peak to carbon
neutrality. However, China has set itself a time
limit of only 30 years.” Credit ANI

Bharat Biotech’s partner seeks Covaxin
approval in US for children below 18 years

Bharat Biotech’s US partner Ocugen has
announced that it had asked the US Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) for Emergency Use
Authorisation (EUA) of Covaxin for children
below 18. “We are pleased to announce our EUA
filing to the US-Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) through our partners- Ocugen,” tweeted
Dr Raches Ella, Bharat Biotech’s clinical lead for
Covid-19 vaccines. The World Health
The Voice of Mentor, November 2021

Organisation (WHO) on Wednesday granted
approval for Emergency Use Listing (EUL) for
Bharat Biotech’s COVID-19 vaccine, Covaxin.
The approval was done on the recommendation
of the Technical Advisory Group (TAG) for
Emergency Use Listing (TAG-EUL), an
independent advisory panel that provides
recommendations to WHO on whether a COVID19 vaccine can be listed for emergency use under
the EUL procedure. Bharat Biotech’s Covaxin
and AstraZeneca and Serum Institute’s
Covishield are the two widely used vaccines in
India. Credit ANI

IAEA to collect samples from coastal waters
near Fukushima nuclear power plant

An International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
team of experts will visit Japan from November
9-12 to collect samples from the coastal waters
near the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant,
according to a statement published on the
agency’s website on Friday. “IAEA experts will
visit Japan next week to collect samples of
seawater, marine sediment and fishery products
from coastal waters in Fukushima Prefecture. The
goal is to support the quality assurance of
radioactivity data collection and analysis by
Japanese laboratories involved in a project
initiated in 2014,” the statement said. The
mission team will include two specialists from
the IAEA Environment Laboratories in Monaco
and three experts from the Analytical
Laboratories for the Measurement of
Environmental Radioactivity. In addition to
taking samples from the coastal waters, the
experts also plan to examine fish from the
markets in Fukushima Prefecture. The mission
will become the 11th IAEA visit to the prefecture
to collect marine samples for radioactivity
analyses. It will be carried out under
recommendations on decommissioning of the
plant and marine monitoring, made by the IAEA
International Peer Review Mission in 2013. The
Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power facility
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experienced core meltdowns as a result of the
earthquake and tsunami on March 11, 2011. The
2011 accident was the worst at a nuclear power
plant since the Chernobyl accident a quarter of a
century earlier. Credit ANI

Chinese authorities force young monks to
leave monasteries, go back home in Qinghai
province

Taiwan asks China to lift fruit suspension at
WTO committee meeting

Taiwan has asked China to repeal its decision to
unilaterally suspend the import of several fruits
from Taiwan at a World Trade Organization
(WTO) committee meeting on Wednesday. This
comes after Beijing suspended the import of
Taiwanese wax apples and custard apples in
September, stating that it had found mealybug in
its shipments, Taiwan Focus reported. A similar
ban was imposed on Taiwan’s pineapples in
February, also over pest concerns. On
Wednesday, Taiwan’s permanent representative
to the WTO Lo Chang-fa refuted claims made by
China, saying that said less than 0.3 per cent of
imports of the two kinds of apples from Taiwan
had been found at the Chinese border to have the
bugs. “Shortly after the Taiwanese authorities
were notified of the pest problem by their
Chinese counterparts, they stepped up measures
to better monitor and quarantine fruit
consignments,” Lo said at a meeting of WTO
meeting. He further said China’s import
suspension targeting Taiwanese fruits had
breached the WTO guidelines and lacked
scientific backing. Lo asked the Chinese
authorities to rescind its decision as soon as
possible. Taiwan took its row with China to the
WTO shortly after Beijing introduced a fruit ban
on Taiwanese wax apples and custard apples in
September. Credit ANI
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Amid Beijing’s crackdown on Tibetans, Chinese
authorities in Qinghai province are forcing young
monks to leave monasteries and sending them
back to their homes. This move follows a
Religious Affairs Regulation announced by
China on October 1, Radio Free Asia reported
citing sources. “Young monks in Jakhyung
monastery and other monasteries in Qinghai have
been forced to give up their robes and are being
sent back home,” the source said. “Government
officials are now inspecting these monasteries to
make sure the regulation is being obeyed,” he
added. “They are being told they can’t return to
the monasteries or wear monks’ robes anymore,
and whether they will now be sent to government
schools or not is also unclear,” the source said.
Meanwhile, the newly announced ‘rules’ were
enforced on October 20 and the regulations say
that monasteries in Qinghai may no longer admit
underage boys as monks or allow them to take
part in religious activities. Parallel to these ‘new
rules’, Chinese authorities have also banned
‘informal’ Tibetan language classes that children
attend outside their schools. The authorities have
also warned that anyone caught violating the
government’s order will face ‘serious legal
consequences and punishment’, Radio Free Asia
reported citing a source. Amid the crackdown on
Tibetan culture, the Chinese authorities had also
detained two Tibetan students who ‘opposed’
Beijing’s plan to impose the use of the Chinese
language as the only medium of instruction in
Tibetan schools.
Credit ANI
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20 countries agree to stop funding fossil fuel
projects abroad

In a historic breakthrough, 20 countries on
Thursday (local time) agreed to stop funding
fossil fuel projects abroad at the COP26 climate
summit. Several countries had already agreed to
phase out fossil fuels by ending international
financing for coal, but this agreement is the first
of its kind to include oil and gas projects as well,
reported CNN. “This is a historic breakthrough
that would not have been possible just a few years
ago,” Iskander Erzini Vernoit, a climate finance
expert at think tank E3G, told CNN. “This
leadership group of countries shows how quickly
norms on energy are changing.” Jake Schmidt, a
senior strategic director at the Natural Resources
Defense Council, said the deal “will help drive
the transition to renewable energy,” but also
noted that President Joe Biden still has work to
do to make sure the US is fully on board. The
strength of the agreement will depend on how
many countries ultimately sign up to it, and
whether it can get some of the world’s biggest
fossil fuel financier nations on board, reported
CNN. The US, UK, Canada, Italy, Switzerland
and New Zealand, among others, were party to
the agreement, which commits to “end new direct
public support for the international unabated
fossil fuel energy sector by the end of 2022,
except in limited and clearly defined
circumstances that are consistent with a 1.5°C
warming limit and the goals of the Paris
Agreement.” Environmental groups praised the
commitments to end financing for fossil fuel
projects abroad, some of the biggest greenhouse
gas emitters have so far declined to phase out the
use of coal, one of the most important steps to
tackle the climate crisis. COP26 President Alok
Sharma said that an agreement on coal phaseout
is one of the top goals of the summit, reported
CNN. The UK government announced 23 new
countries made commitments Thursday to phase
out coal power. But China, India and the US did
The Voice of Mentor, November 2021

not sign on to the Global Coal to Clean Power
Transition Statement. The new commitments
take the total number of signatories to 46. Though
some big coal users including Indonesia, Ukraine
and South Korea were on the list, the targets fall
short of what experts, including the International
Energy Agency, say is required to achieve netzero emissions by 2050. The statement commits
signatories to phase out coal power by the 2030s
for major economies and the 2040s for the rest of
the world. The countries also agreed to end all
financing in new coal power generation
domestically and internationally, reported CNN.
In October, the UN Environment Programme’s
annual “production gap” report found the world
will produce roughly 110 per cent more coal, oil,
and gas in 2030 than what would be necessary to
limit warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius above preindustrial levels and 45 per cent more than what
would be consistent with 2 degrees. A recent
study published in the journal Nature found that
a vast majority of the planet’s remaining oil,
natural gas, and coal reserves must remain in the
ground by 2050 to avoid the worst consequences
of climate change. Most regions around the
world, according to the authors, must reach peak
fossil fuel production now or within the next
decade to limit the critical climate threshold,
reported CNN. And the latest outlook by the
International Energy Agency said that more
aggressive climate action is needed from world
leaders, even as the shift to clean energy leads to
a decline in the oil industry. Credit ANI

Bezos, Blue Origin lose appeal in fight
against NASA Lunar Lander contract

Amazon founder and owner Jeff Bezos has lost
his legal battle against NASA over the contract to
build lunar lander for the US Artemis Program,
the US Federal Court of Claims ruled on
Thursday according to a CNBC report. Judge
Richard Hertling ruled against Bezos’ Blue
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Origin in the company’s lawsuit against NASA
that protested the space agency’s decision to give
the contract instead to rival billionaire mogul
Elon Musk’s SpaceX in April, the report said.
NASA awarded SpaceX with a $2.9 billion
contract to build the Human Landing System
(HLS) for the first US human return to the moon
in more than half a century since the Apollo
program ended in 1972. The original expectation
was that two separate contracts would be ordered,
but NASA scaled the program back after
receiving a smaller appropriation from Congress
than expected for it, the report said. Blue Origin
protested the decision with the Government
Accountability Office but in July that office
denied the appeal Judge Hertling dismissed Blue
Origin’s legal appeal, the report added. NASA’s
work with SpaceX on the HLS contract was
suspended during the lawsuit but will now on
Monday, according to the report.
Credit ANI

India delivers 100 tons of nano fertilizer to
Sri Lanka

Two Indian Air Force planes carrying 100 tons of
Nano Nitrogen liquid fertilizers landed in
Colombo on Thursday. Taking to Twitter, Indian
High Commission in Sri Lanka said that the
delivery was in response to a call by the Sri
Lankan government for urgent support in
airlifting nano fertilizers. “On the day of
#Deepawali,
the
Festival
of
Lights,
#indianairforce once again brought ray of hope to
#SriLanka. Responding to GoSL’s call for urgent
support in airlifting nanofertilizers from #India,2
@IAF_MCC planes arrived in #Colombo
carrying 100 tons of the product today,” Indian
High Commission here tweeted. The import of
Nano nitrogen liquid fertiliser came months after
Sri Lankan President Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s
decision in May to stop chemical fertilizer
imports. Sri Lanka is facing a severe shortage of
fertilizers after the ban. India has stepped in to
The Voice of Mentor, November 2021

speed up the supply of nano fertilizer to Sri
Lanka. Credit ANI

Cybersecurity agency orders US government
to enforce new precautions: Directive

All US government departments and agencies
must enforce new hardware and software security
regulations within 60 days, the Cybersecurity and
Infrastructure
Security
Agency
(CISA)
announced in a new directive issued on
Wednesday. “Within 60 days of issuance,
agencies shall review and update agency internal
vulnerability management procedures in
accordance with this Directive,” the directive
said. “These required actions apply to any federal
information system.” All the government entities
must establish a process for ongoing remediation
of vulnerabilities that CISA will identify as
carrying significant risk to the federal enterprise
within a timeframe set by it, the directive said.
“[Each agency or department must] remediate
each vulnerability according to the timelines set
forth in the CISA-managed vulnerability
catalogue. The catalogue will list exploited
vulnerabilities that carry significant risk to the
federal enterprise with the requirement to
remediate within 6 months for vulnerabilities,”
the directive added. In line with requirements for
the Continuous Diagnostics and Mitigation
(CDM) Federal Dashboard deployment and other
requirements, agencies are expected to automate
data exchange and report their respective
directive implementation status through the CDM
Federal Dashboard, according to the directive.
Credit ANI
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China-run Gold mine pollutes river in Laos,
create hardship for people

villagers who were forced to forfeit land to the
project are still waiting for compensation, a
problem that has plagued many mega-projects in
Laos, Radio Free Asia reported.
Credit ANI

TS Korea, US start joint air exercise for 5
days from today

A Gold mine run by Chinese owners has polluted
the river water badly in Sekong province of Laos,
killing fish and fouling water used by villagers
for drinking. “China’s Lao Kaleum Gold Mining
Project began operations last year and has
polluted local water sources ever since it was
launched,” a resident from one of the affected
areas informed Radio Free Asia on Tuesday.
“The gold mining takes place on higher ground,
and the waste flows down to a reservoir,” the
villager added. The villagers have been
demanding the authorities to restore the river to
its normal condition. “The pollution has been
affecting us since last year. We’re hoping that the
company is now trying to improve the waste
system,” another person from the Ateng region
informed adding that “We residents of Ateng and
Ka-Ouang villages are living in very difficult
conditions.” The company managing the mine
has now built a running-water system using pipes
to carry water down from the mountains to
affected villages, Radio Free Asia reported. “But
the amount of water delivered is insufficient, the
system is broken, and has been damaged by
heavy rains and storms, a resident of Ka-Ouang
said. “To improve the flow of running water, the
mining company and local authorities should
monitor the waste reservoir and dumpsite, reduce
the waste of chemical release, and restore the
river to its normal condition,” the person was
quoted as saying by Radio Free Asia. Meanwhile,
weeks before the opening of China’s bullet train
project in Laos, villagers who lost land to the
project also informed that they are still waiting
for promised compensation. The project is a part
of Beijing’s ambitious Belt and Road Initiative
and is slated to open in the next 6 weeks but the
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South Korea and the United States started a
combined air exercise on the 1st. According to a
military source, Korea and the US will conduct a
five-day joint comprehensive air combat training
from the 1st to the 5th. In this joint exercise, some
100 aerial forces from both countries, including
F-15K and KF-16 jets from South Korea and F16s from the US, are participating in. However,
there are no military assets were deployed from
the US mainland, and the training is conducted by
dividing the participating forces into battalionlevel or lower depending on the training mission.
Korea and the US have regularly held the air
exercise, ‘Vigilant Ace,’ every December, but
this exercise has been replaced by scaled-down
comprehensive training since 2018, when the
relationship between South and North Korea has
improved. As the air exercise is scaled-down
compared to the ‘Vigilant Ace’ and conducted as
a closed training, there are some criticisms that
South Korea cares North Korea. Military
authorities from both countries have not
announced the exercise schedule and it is
reportedly conducted in a ‘low-key’ manner. As
North Korea continues to criticize ‘double
standards’ over military activities, some predicts
that it will also oppose the joint air exercise this
time. Credit ANI
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COP26: Stepping up digital collaboration to
reach net zero

School connectivity equips learners for
education, work, and life

The United Nations climate conference, COP26,
has grabbed global attention as our collective
“last best chance” to curb the direst consequences
of climate change. As world leaders negotiate
plans to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
globally, digital transformation strategies have
garnered renewed attention as a way to step up
rapid, effective climate mitigation and
adaptation. UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres noted the need for standardization to
help countries and companies effectively curb
their emissions. At the long-awaited summit in
Glasgow on Monday, he also reminded highlevel delegates: “Climate action tops the list of
people’s concerns, across countries, age and
gender.” The Paris Agreement signed by
countries worldwide in 2015 outlines the path to
cut the emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2) and
other greenhouse gases that contribute to global
warming by mid-century. Yet the last six years,
the UN Secretary-General added, have been “the
hottest on record.” At a COP26 side event on
Wednesday,
3
November,
International
Telecommunication Union (ITU) Deputy
Secretary-General Malcolm Johnson, echoed:
“Climate action is now more critical than ever
before, as has been made abundantly clear by the
experts, the science, and the evidence of our own
eyes.” From artificial intelligence (AI) to 5G,
emerging digital technologies hold a considerable
promise to put the planet on a path to net zero,
noted Johnson. Enhancing climate monitoring
Spaceborne observation of the Earth’s surface
and atmosphere will become increasingly
important for monitoring, analyzing, and
predicting climate impacts. Earth observation
data can now be fed into digital twins, such as
those planned by the European Commission
project Destination Earth. These virtual replicas
help researchers better understand climate change
and could inform policies to mitigate extreme
climate-related risks to society. Credit ITU

Of the 3.7 billion people around the world who
still lack access to the Internet, nearly 370 million
are under 25 years of age. Millions of children
still leave school each year without any digital
skills, limiting their access to employment
opportunities and to a wealth of information
online. The chasm separating digital “haves” and
“have-nots” prevents those children from
reaching their full potential. But solutions are in
sight thanks to new technologies, innovative
business and finance solutions, and growing
international cooperation to expand school
connectivity. Many lacked access to the digital
tools they would need to succeed in the
immediate situation, not to mention in future
endeavours. Financing meaningful connectivity
More than ever before, closing the digital divide
calls for global investment, partnerships, and
technological innovation. But financing the
necessary infrastructure for connectivity
remains a vital, and often overlooked, step.
New research by the Boston Consulting Group
and the International Telecommunication
Union identifies sustainable funding models
that could cover the bulk of investments to
connect every school worldwide. A
combination of such models, including
community contributions and one-off
government subsidies, could finance around
90 per cent of the capital and operational costs
required for school connectivity, the study
finds. “When carefully planned and adequately
resourced, sustainable business models for
connectivity can equip learners with
independence and digital skills not only for
education, but also for work and life,” said
Franck Luisada, BCG’s Managing Director,
Senior Partner, and Global Sector Leader for
Telecommunications. BCG was engaged as an
ITU Knowledge Partner under Giga a global
initiative to connect every school to the
Internet and every young person to
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information, opportunity and choice. The Giga
initiative – launched by ITU and UNICEF two
years ago – advises governments on subsidizing
market creation costs, incentivizing private
investment, and adopting affordable, sustainable
country-specific models for finance and delivery.
Credit ITU

Broadband mapping: Key to universal
connectivity

6G the swift adoption of digital tools during the
COVID 19 pandemic has shown the power of
information and communication technologies
(ICTs) to improve daily lives – and how the
inadequacy or outright lack of digital
infrastructure can deprive entire communities of
essential services. Broadband mapping
whereby regulators assess service availability
and quality locally, nationally, and regionally
is essential for informed decision-making. It is
also a prerequisite for investment in
sustainable,
inclusive
broadband
infrastructure that leaves no one behind,
agreed members of the Regional Regulatory
Associations' Meeting during the latest Global
Symposium for Regulators, GSR-21. The
COVID-19 pandemic has made mapping
exercises more important than ever before to
identify gaps and boost digital access among
vulnerable user groups and communities.
“Regulators need a good understanding of
broadband mapping to offset negative impacts
of COVID," says Bridget Linzie, Executive
Secretary of the Communications Regulators’
Association of Southern Africa (CRASA) and
the Meeting’s 2021 Chair. Vladimir Daigele, a
network development expert at the
International Telecommunication Union
(ITU), describes mapping as “important to
understand the reality in a place, as it allows
different stakeholders to come together and
plan optimal network technologies and
financing solutions.” The discussions among
regional regulators at GSR-21 centred around
The Voice of Mentor, November 2021

ways to promote broadband mapping tools,
particularly to foster investment and competition
aimed at achieving inclusive and sustainable
connectivity. Regional associations can serve as
a driving force, disseminating information, tools,
and guidelines among their members. Credit ITU

Destination Earth: Using digital twins and AI
to study climate change

The 2021 Nobel Prize in Physics was awarded to
researchers Syukuro Manabe and Klaus
Hasselman for their work on "physical
modelling" of Earth’s climate. Their models
which use long-term historic data to understand
how climate change impacts the planet – are now
helping to give a clearer picture of ongoing
planetary processes and how they could affect us
all. Destination Earth (DestinE), a new project
from the European Commission, aims to build
on existing climate change research and
explore new dimensions with high-precision
digital models of the Earth. Set to be
implemented over the next 7-10 years, the
project is currently in early planning and
workshopping stages.At the heart of the
DestinE project is the concept of the digital
twin – a virtual Earth that simulates natural
processes and human activity. Observing such
replicas can help researchers understand
change and help shape policies to mitigate
extreme climate-related risks to society.
Artificial intelligence (AI) and machine
learning will make this interactive framework
more flexible and efficient, said Peter Bauer,
Deputy Director, Research Department at the
European Centre for Medium-Range Weather
Forecasts (ECMWF), speaking at a recent AI
for Good event organized by the International
Telecommunication Union (ITU). Launching in
November, DestinE will be co-developed by
ECMWF, the European Space Agency, and the
European Agency for the Exploitation of
Meteorological Data (EUMETSAT). The project
aims to support policies that will help make
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Europe climate neutral by 2050 Combining
different simulations with unprecedented
efficiency, digital twins can shed light on
planetary cause-effect relationships while
integrating basic needs for human sustenance,
such as food, water, energy and health. DestinE
also incorporates key European and global policy
factors, like energy. "The integration of policy
sectors means we always have to think
through entire chains of information and
data," Bauer said, highlighting the need to
“fully integrate different value chains in our
digital twins." To integrate multiple value
chains and provide interactivity, digital twins
demand massive processing power, with data
flowing rapidly between high performing
computing (HPC) systems in different
countries, potentially woven together in
“federated infrastructures.” The project aims
to launch its first two digital twins by
December 2023: one to assess and predict
weather-induced and geophysical extremes,
and another to create analytical insights and
test predictive scenarios for climate
adaptation and mitigation policies.Faster,
improved results Machine learning lets digital
twins work faster, with reduced numerical
precision further speeding up large-scale
simulations. "You can emulate model
components and make them faster,” notes
Peter Dueben, AI and Machine Learning
Coordinator at ECMWF. “Representing the
same model component with the neural
network is likely to make them faster than the
original conventional scheme." Machine
learning improves the ability to simulate
planetary activity, both in a default scenario or
with varied conditions. The system will reveal
specific events, such as tropical cyclones, and
provide tools to pursue hitherto impossible
investigations. "You can think about
information
fusion
more,
bringing
observations and the models closer together,"
Dueben says. Credit ITU

warning for any diplomats who still think climate
action is for the birds. “At least we had an
asteroid,” the carnivorous critter warns, referring
to the popular theory explaining dinosaurs’
extinction 70 million years ago. “What’s your

excuse?” This isn’t a slice of real life of course,
rather the key computer-generated scene from a
new short film launched this Tuesday by the UN
Development Programme (UNDP), as the
centerpiece of the agency’s ‘Don’t Choose
Extinction’ campaign. The dinosaur then tells the
audience of bewildered diplomats that “it’s time
humans stopped making excuses and started
making changes” to address the climate crisis. A
global production It’s the first-ever film to be
made inside the General Assembly Hall using
computer-generated imagery, known as CGI, and
features global celebrities voicing the dinosaur in
numerous languages, including actors Eiza
González (Spanish), Nikolaj Coster-Waldau
(Danish), and Aïssa Maïga (French). UNDP
research released as part of the campaign shows
that the world spends $423 billion annually just
to subsidize fossil fuels, enough to cover a
COVID-19 vaccination for every person in the
world or three times the annual amount needed to
eradicate global extreme poverty. “Think of all
the other things you could do with that money.
Around the world people are living in poverty.
Don’t you think that helping them would make
more sense than paying for the demise of your
entire species?” the dinosaur says. UNDP In a
UNDP short film, Frankie the dinosaur urges
world leaders not to choose extinction. Credit UN

First Person: Telling the tragic story of
mercury poisoning in Japan

In breach of diplomatic protocol ‘don’t
choose extinction’ dinosaur urges world
leaders
In a UN first, a ferocious and talkative dinosaur
bursts into the iconic General Assembly Hall at
UN Headquarters in New York, with a special
Health Masami Ogata is a survivor of Minamata
The Voice of Mentor, November 2021
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Disease, a debilitating illness caused by industrial
mercury poisoning, which originated in the
Japanese town of the same name in the 1950s. As
a UN conference on preventing future poisoning
outbreaks gets underway, we hear Mr. Ogata’s

story. As a storyteller at the Minamata Disease
Municipal Museum, Mr. Ogata helps to keep
alive the memory of what is considered to be one
of the most serious Japanese pollution incidents
of the Twentieth Century. The incident was
caused by the release of toxic chemicals from an
industrial plant, which accumulated in shellfish
and fish, and were then eaten by the local
population. More than 2,000 people have been
recognized as victims, many of whom, including
Mr. Ogata, had to fight for recognition and
compensation: around 20 members of his family
were affected by the disease, which causes
muscle weakness, loss of peripheral vision, and
hearing and speech impairment. Minimata
Disease Municipal Museum Masami Ogata, a
storyteller at the Minimata Disease Municipal
Museum in Japan, who lives with the disease.
“Minamata disease first caused damage to my
family in September 1957. When I was nearly
two years old, my grandfather Fukumatsu Ogata
suddenly developed an unexplained illness,
which worsened day by day, with convulsions
and drooling, difficulty walking, speech
problems, and other symptoms. Minimata
The Voice of Mentor, November 2021

Disease Municipal Museum Minamata Disease is
a neurological disease caused by severe mercury
poisoning. Two months later, he passed away in
the isolation and infectious diseases ward at the
Minamata City Hospital. That was the first
tragedy caused by Minamata disease in the Ogata
family. However, we were never told what
caused the illness. My sister Hitomi, who was
born a week before her grandfather developed the
illness, was born with a disability, again without
explanation, then other members of the Ogata
family started falling ill one after another. When
I became an adult, I noticed that I had very little
sensation in my limbs. I work as a joiner and,
when I was younger, would often cut my finger
on the whetstone when sharpening knives,
because my finger would droop. We came to
understand that it was caused by methylmercury
poisoning but we couldn’t really make it public
that we were victims, because people thought that
Minamata disease was contagious. Rumours
spread though, and people would say that no one
should marry a member of the Ogata family. I got
married at the age of 20, but on the day of our
engagement, my wife had a phone call. Naming
me, the person said to her, “the man you are
trying to marry is a Minamata disease victim. The
whole family will be annihilated. Are you okay to
go to such a place as a bride?” Credit UN

COP26 – what we know so far, and why it
matters: Your UN News guide

Let’s start with the basics, what is COP26? To
keep it simple, COP26 is the biggest and most
important climate-related conference on the
planet. In 1992, the UN organised a major event
in Rio de Janeiro called the Earth Summit, in
which the UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC) was adopted. In this
treaty, nations agreed to "stabilize greenhouse
gas concentrations in the atmosphere” to prevent
dangerous interference from human activity on
the climate system. Today, the treaty has 197
signatories. Since 1994, when the treaty entered
into force, every year the UN has been bringing
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together almost every country on earth for global
climate summits or “COPs”, which stands for
‘Conference of the Parties’. This year should
have been the 27th annual summit, but thanks to
COVID-19, we’ve fallen a year behind due to last
year’s postponement – hence, COP26. So, what
happens at COP26? Don’t we have enough
meetings about climate change already? Various
“extensions” to the UNFCCC treaty have been
negotiated during these COPs to establish legally
binding limits on greenhouse gas emissions for
individual countries, and to define an
enforcement mechanism. These include the
Kyoto Protocol in 1997, which defined emission
limits for developed nations to be achieved by
2012; and the Paris Agreement, adopted in 2015,
in which all countries of the world agreed to step
up efforts to try and limit global warming to
1.5°C above pre-industrial temperatures, and
boost climate action financing. So, here’s where
COP26 gets interesting: during the conference,
among other issues, delegates will be aiming to
finalise the ‘Paris Rulebook’, or the rules needed
to implement the Agreement. This time they will
need to agree on common timeframes for the
frequency of revision and monitoring of their
climate commitments. Basically, Paris set the
destination, limiting warming well below two
degrees, (ideally 1.5) but Glasgow, is the last
chance to make it a reality. Credit UN.

UN system generated 25% fewer
greenhouse gas emissions in 2020

With significant travel restrictions and large
portions of personnel working from home in
2020, the UN system generated approximately 25
per cent fewer greenhouse emissions than in the
year before. That’s one of the key points to
emerge from the Greening the Blue Report 2021,
the first study to reveal the impact that COVID19 has had on the UN system’s environmental
footprint. Addressing the report, the UN
Secretary-General remembered that the world
still faces a triple emergency - a climate crisis, a
nature crisis and a pollution crisis - that demands
The Voice of Mentor, November 2021

“urgent and determined action from everyone,
everywhere.” “The United Nations is committed
to lead by example in reducing our carbon and
environmental footprint in all our operations
around the globe. Together, let’s achieve a
sustainable, net zero and resilient world for all”,
António Guterres said. Less waste and emissions
the report focuses on the overall environmental
impact of over 315,000 personnel in
Headquarters, field offices and operations on the
ground, across the world. Data from 56 UN
system entities is included. In 2020, the system
produced approximately 1.5 million tonnes of
carbon dioxide equivalent, known as CO2eq, a
unit based on the global warming potential of
different greenhouse gases. Per capita emissions
were around 5 tonnes CO2eq. Buildings were the
main factor for emissions, accounting for 55 per
cent of the total, followed by air travel, at 32 per
cent, and 12 per cent from other forms of travel.
Of the reported emissions, 99 per cent were
offset, a way to compensate for the emissions by
funding an equivalent carbon dioxide saving
elsewhere. The report also includes, for the first
time, emissions trendlines, between 2016 and
2020. Overall, a reduction was already occurring
across the UN system, prior to the changes that
occurred due to the pandemic. In terms of waste,
the average generated in 2020 was 396 kg per
person, including Peacekeeping and Special
Political Missions, where staff are stationed full
time. If they are excluded, the average waste was
184 kg per person. These numbers represent a
reduction of 61 kg per person and 43 kg per
person, respectively, from 2019. For 2020, the
average water consumption was 38 m3 per UN
staffer, per year, an 11 m3 reduction from the
year before. - Credit UN

New FAO analysis reveals carbon footprint of
agri-food supply chain

The food supply chain is on course to overtake
farming and land use as the largest contributor to
greenhouse gases from the agri-food sector. Food
processing, packaging, transport, household
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consumption and waste disposal are pushing the
food supply chain to the top of the greenhouse gas
emitters list, according to a new study led by the
UN agriculture agency, presented on Monday at
the COP26 climate conference in Glasgow. In its
analysis, the Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAO) maintains that the food supply chain in
many countries is on course to overtake farming
and land use as the largest contributor to
greenhouse gases (GHGs) from the agri-food
system. Moreover, unrelated farm activities and
land-use changes currently account for more than
half of the carbon dioxide (CO2) produced from
agri-food systems in some regions while in
developing countries over the past three decades,
it has more than doubled. Important trend “The
most important trend…since 1990, highlighted
by our analysis, is the increasingly important role
of food-related emissions generated outside of
agricultural land, in pre and post-production
processes along food supply chains, at all scales”,
meaning global, regional and national levels, said
FAO Chief Economist, Maximo Torero. “This
has important repercussions for food-relevant
national mitigation strategies, considering that
until recently these have focused mainly on
reductions of non-CO2 within the farm gate, and
on CO2 from land use change”. Spurring
‘meaningful awareness’ Using a broader data set,
the new analysis allows farmers and government
planners to understand the connections between
their proposed actions under the Paris Agreement
on climate change, and for consumers to better
realize the growing carbon footprint caused
across global supply chains. Details, which will
be updated annually, on all parts of agri-food
systems throughout countries and territories
between 1990 and 2019, can be easily accessed
through the FAOSTAT portal. “FAO is glad to
offer this global public good, a data set that
directly and in detail, addresses the greatest
challenge of our time and which is now available
for all”, said Mr. Torero. “This kind of
knowledge can spur meaningful awareness and
action”. The new data finds that 31 per cent of
human-caused GHG emissions, originate from
the world’s agri-food systems. Meanwhile, an
analytical brief emphasizes how supply-chain
factors are driving an increase in overall agrifood system GHG emissions and the
progressively more important role of food-related
discharges away from farmland. The information
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has important repercussions for national
strategies to bring emissions down. Tracking the
numbers Of the 16.5 billion tonnes of GHG
emissions from global total agri-food systems in
2019, 7.2 billion tonnes came from within the
farm gate, 3.5 from land use change, and 5.8
billion from supply-chain processes, according to
the new analysis. In 2019, deforestation was the
largest source of GHG emissions, followed by
livestock manure, household consumption, food
waste disposal, fossil fuels used on farms and the
food retail sector. The UN Statistics Division,
International Energy Agency (IEA) and
researchers from Columbia University and the
Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Studies
collaborated with FAO in the analysis. Credit UN

Many countries ‘unsupported and
unprepared’ to address climate health risks:
WHO

Although governments are prioritizing public
health measures to protect their people from
climate impacts, many lack the funds to take
effective action, the World Health Organization
(WHO) said in a report issued on Monday. The
2021 WHO health and climate change global
survey report, which covers 95 countries, found
only around a quarter have been able to fully
implement national health and climate change
plans or strategies. Other major barriers to
progress include the fallout from the COVID-19
pandemic, as well as insufficient human
resources. Biggest threat to health the report was
launched at the COP26 UN climate change
conference in Glasgow, Scotland, which aims to
limit global temperature rise to 1.5 degrees
Celsius in line with the Paris Agreement. Dr.
Maria Neira, WHO Director of Environment,
Climate Change and Health, said the survey
highlights how many countries are left
“unsupported and unprepared” to deal with the
health impacts of climate change. “We are here at
COP26 to urge the world to better support
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countries in need, and to ensure that together we
do a better job of protecting people from the
biggest threat to human health we face today,”
she said. A clear case the report was first
published in 2019 and this second edition
provides a valuable snapshot of the overall
progress governments have made in addressing
the health risks of climate change. For Dr. Neira,
the “health arguments” for increased climate
action are very clear, as it is the most
disadvantaged groups in society who are at
greatest risk, such as ethnic minorities, poor
communities, displaced people, older persons,
and women and children. “For example, almost
80 per cent of deaths caused by air pollution
could be avoided if current air pollution levels
were reduced to the WHO Air Quality
guidelines,” she said. Challenges to progress
Insufficient finance remains the top challenge
facing countries, according to the report. Some
70 per cent have cited it as a stumbling block, up
from 56 per cent two years ago. Human resource
constraints came in second, with about one third
of countries identifying “lack of intersectoral
collaboration” as a key barrier. At the same time,
COVID-19 has slowed progress towards
addressing climate change, because health
personnel and resources had to be diverted to
pandemic response.
WHO said the crisis
continues to threaten efforts to plan and prepare
for climate-related impacts to health. Remove the
barriers The report also pointed to positive
developments, as over three-quarters of countries
surveyed have devised, or are devising, national
health and climate change plans or strategies.
“The challenge now is to remove the barriers that
are preventing countries from finalizing and
implementing plans,” said Tara Neville,
Technical Officer at the WHO Department of
Environment, Climate Change and Health and
lead author of the survey report. Around 85 per
cent of countries now have a designated focal
point responsible for health and climate change,
located in their health ministries. Additionally,
health ministries in 54 per cent have established
related task forces, committees, or other
“stakeholder mechanisms”. Meanwhile, about
two-thirds of countries have conducted a climate
change and health vulnerability and adaptation
assessment, or have one underway, while
virtually all, 94 per cent, have incorporated health
considerations into their climate ambition plans,
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known as NDCs, under the Paris Agreement.
However, the report also drew attention to what
WHO has labelled “a potential missed
opportunity” to optimize the health benefits of
adaptation and mitigation efforts in other sectors.
These could have fed into a positive postpandemic recovery, the UN agency said, as issues
that determine health - such as education, equity,
gender, urban planning and even transportation
systems - were represented in fewer than half of
the established multi-sectoral tools at
governments’ disposal. Credit UN

World food prices reach highest level in
more than a decade

The UN barometer of world food prices has
surged to a new peak, reaching its highest level
since July 2011, the UN Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) announced this Thursday.
The FAO Food Price Index, which tracks the
international prices of a basket of food
commodities, is up 3.9 per cent from September,
rising for a third consecutive month. Cereal
prices overall increased by 3.2 per cent, with
wheat rising five per cent, due to reduced harvests
in major exporting nations, including Canada,
Russia and the United States. Prices of all other
major cereals also increased. The vegetable oil
index went up 9.6 per cent, hitting an all-time
high, and dairy rose by 2.6 points, with increased
demand for butter, skimmed milk powder and
whole milk powder, as buyers try to replenish low
stocks. By contrast, cheese prices remained
stable. For the third consecutive month, the meat
index declined, amid reduced purchases of pork
products from China, and a sharp decline in beef
from Brazil. Poultry and sheep prices rose. After
six consecutive monthly increases, sugar prices
also dropped, by 1.8 per cent, amidst limited
global demand and large surpluses for export.
Record cereal output Compared to last year,
global cereal production for 2021, is anticipated
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to increase and reach a new record level, of some
2,793 million tonnes. World cereal consumption
for 2021/22 is heading towards a 1.7 per cent
gain, led by an anticipated increase in
global food consumption of wheat, rising in
tandem with a growing global population. Food
and climate the production, distribution and
consumption of all this food, uses about a third of
the world’s total energy Feeding the world
population is also responsible for about a third of
global greenhouse gas emissions, making it a
priority in the fight against climate change. The
report, Renewable energy for agri-food systems –
Towards the Sustainable Development Goals and
the Paris Agreement, shares several examples of
how that can be accomplished. Solar irrigation,
for example, can improve access to water,
enabling multiple cropping cycles and increasing
resilience to changing rainfall patterns. In India,
the use of solar irrigation pumps has raised
farmers’ incomes by at least 50 per cent
compared to when rain was the only option. In
Rwanda, smallholder farmers’ yields have grown
by about a third. In a video message, FAO
Director-General, Qu Dongyu, argued that the
report “shows that there are many opportunities
to implement renewable energy solutions across
agri-food systems.” Credit UN

‘Energy day’ at COP26: Voices call out for an
end to use of coal, gas and oil
‘Fittingly, the sun broke through the clouds over
Glasgow on Thursday as delegations and
participants prepared for ‘energy day’ at COP26,
one of the key thematic sessions taking place
during the UN climate summit. Traveling from
the city centre in the special electric bus provided
by the organizers, the UN News team arrived at
the venue to find activists outside the gates urging
countries to end their dependence on coal, gas
and oil. Some of the activists dressed as Pikachu,
the short, chubby rodent mascot of the Japanese
anime Pokémon, which in the series, is capable to
organically launch strikes of electricity. Others
armed with picket signs in different languages,
turning on their megaphones to shout a call for
climate justice: “No more fossil fuels”.
Commitments on coal Inside the Scottish Event
Campus, the main meeting of the day started with
the COP26, co-hosts echoing the words of the UN
Secretary-General António Guterres: “consign
coal to history”. President of the Conference
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Alok Sharma announced the new Global Clean
Power Transition Statement, a commitment to
end coal investments, scale up clean power, make

a just transition, and phase out coal by the 2030´s
in major economies, and in the 2040´s elsewhere.
The pledge has 77 signatories, including 46
countries such as Poland, Vietnam and Chile, 23
of which are making commitments on ending
coal for the first time, he explained. “All this
helps to power the world to net-zero. We know
that there is more to be done, it’s up to all of us
governments, business, financial institutions and
civil society and we must continue building the
moment though alliances and coalitions. I do
believe that the end of coal is in sight. I believe
that we are getting to a point where we consign
coal power to history”, he told the plenary room.
Unfortunately, the statement leaves out the
biggest coal financers China, Japan and Republic
of Korea, which however, committed last year to
end overseas finance for coal generation by the
end of 2021. Meanwhile, the Powering Past Coal
Alliance, which aims to achieve coal phase-out in
a sustainable and economically inclusive way,
welcomed new members today that include seven
countries and 14 financial institutions.
Yesterday, the governments of South Africa,
France, Germany, the United Kingdom and the
US, along with the European Union, announced a
new ambitious, long-term Just Energy Transition
Partnership to support South Africa’s
decarbonization efforts. US President Joe Biden
and EU Commissioner Ursula Von de-Leyen
appeared virtually to officially present it during
Thursday's event at COP26. for up to 10 years of
spending on green innovation and infrastructure
which would bring growth and new, safer
jobs. Credit UN
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More countries committing to tackling
antimicrobial resistance

A record number of countries (163) responded to
the latest annual global survey of implementation
of the Global Action Plan on addressing
antimicrobial resistance (AMR) administered
jointly by WHO, FAO and OIE (the “Tripartite”).
However, more than 90% of those countries
noted that COVID-19 had had a negative impact
on development and implementation of national
plans to tackle AMR. Challenges included
reduced funding, lack of support for coordination
meetings, as well as deferred activities in data
collection, capacity building, and campaigns.
Key data and updates from the 2021 survey
human health indicators AMR governance in
countries: Only 50% of countries have a
functional AMR multisectoral coordination
mechanism to help prioritize, cost, implement
and monitor AMR national action plans. AMR
national action plans: 2021 TrACSS data suggest
that 86% of the 163 responding countries have
developed multisectoral AMR national action
plans, but only 20% of the countries are actively
monitoring their implementation. Cross-cutting
work: More than 60% of the countries have
linked their AMR national action plans to other
health topics and plans, including (in descending
order): food safety, TB, HIV, health security,
WASH,
STIs,
immunization,
malaria,
environmental plans. Raising awareness on
AMR: 56% of countries conduct limited and
small-scale AMR awareness campaigns.
Education and training on AMR (human health):
Over 78% of the countries responding are
providing at least some pre-and in-service
training on AMR to health-care workers, but only
9% have formally incorporated AMR in the
curricula. Surveillance systems to monitor
resistance: Some 72% of the responding
countries have systems to collate data nationally
for common bacterial infections in hospitalized
and community patients, and in 53% of countries
there is a standardized national AMR
surveillance system aligned with Global
Antimicrobial Resistance and Use Surveillance
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System requirements. Around 107 countries are
enrolled in the GLASS, with 64 and 59 countries
reporting data on the two AMR SDG indicators respectively bloodstream infection caused by E.
coli resistant to 3rd generation cephalosporins
and bloodstream infection caused by and
methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus
Monitoring
systems
for
antimicrobial
consumption and use: While 91% of countries
noted that they have laws and regulations on the
prescription and sale of antimicrobials for human
use, only 55% of them have systems that monitor
sales of antimicrobials at the national level, and
use at sub-national level. 23% of countries have
no systems in place to monitor antimicrobial use
in human health. National AMR lab network in
human health: 70% of countries have a National
Regulatory Authority or a National Reference
Laboratory that has issued national guidelines for
antibiotics susceptibility testing, bacterial
isolation and identification based on international
standards and for use within the bacteriology lab
network. Meanwhile, 56% of the countries note
that their bacteriology labs participate in an
international EQA process. Only 30% report
having advanced capacity with an NRL that
supports the bacteriology network through a
systematic approach to cascade training,
supportive supervision and National EQA
programme. IPC in human healthcare: Just 35%
of countries have national IPC programmes in
place based on WHO IPC core components, that
are being implemented nationwide, and regularly
evaluated. 54% of the countries have developed
national IPC programmes or plans, but they are
not being implemented, or implemented only in
selected
health
facilities.
Antimicrobial
stewardship in human health: Only 33% of
countries have guidelines and practices to
optimize the use of antimicrobials that are being
implemented nationwide in most health facilities,
with surveillance results used to update treatment
guidelines and essential medicines lists.
Adoption of WHO’s “AWaRe” classification of
antibiotics: Currently, 36% of the countries
(compared to 26% last year), have adopted the
AWaRe (Access, Watch, Reserve) classification
of antibiotics in their national essential medicines
list Credit WHO.
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Class Schedule
Regular* Classes in English
By Swami Paramarthananda
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WORLD DIABETES DAY

Many efforts have been made to prevent and treat diabetes. Yet the number of people with diabetes is
going up. What’s more, it is rising most rapidly in low- and middle-income countries, the countries least
well-equipped with the diagnostics, medicines, and knowledge to provide life-saving treatment. The
COVID-19 pandemic has brought additional pain. Many people who require regular care and treatment
for their diabetes have struggled to access that care. And people with diabetes are at increased risk of
severe disease and death from COVID-19. Next year, the World Health Organization will launch the
Global Diabetes Compact, a new initiative that will bring structure and coherence to our complementary
efforts to reduce the burden of diabetes. Let us work together to make sure that, through this ambitious
and much-needed collaboration, we will soon be talking about the decline in diabetes as a public health
problem. And as we strive to overcome the pandemic, let us do our utmost to ensure Universal Health
Coverage, strengthen health systems and advance good health and resilience for all. Credit WHO
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