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Washington will realign trade policies 
towards Beijing, US Trade Rep Katherine Tai 
to condemn China’s ‘unfair trade’ practices 

Trade Representative Katherine Tai plans to give 

a major speech on the US-China trade 

relationship and will announce on Monday that 

China is not complying with the so-called phase 

one trade deal reached under former President 

Donald Trump’s administration, according to a 

senior administration official. “Today, I will lay 

out the starting point of our Administration’s 

strategic vision for realigning our trade policies 

towards China to defend the interests of 

America’s workers, businesses, farmers and 

producers, and strengthen our middle class,” 

according to remarks prepared for delivery at the 

Center for Strategic and International Studies. 

The announcement will represent some of the 

Biden administration’s most forceful pushback 

against China including possible additional tariffs 

actions against China for its non-compliance Tai 

will deliver remarks at the Center for Strategic 

and International Studies (CSIS) outlining the 

Biden-Harris Administration’s new approach to 

the US-China bilateral trade relationship. Tai will 

cite examples of how practices have allegedly 

“hurt our workers and our industries” and “given 

Beijing an unfair advantage in the global trading 

system,” the official told reporters Sunday. The 

official added that Tai will also “point to China’s 

failure to reform its non-market policies or follow 

through on the commitments it made during high-

level dialogues with US officials over the last 15 

years.” Tai is likely to highlight that global 

trading norms adversely impact the prosperity of 

Americans, “For too long, China’s lack of 

adherence to global trading norms has undercut 

the prosperity of Americans and others around 

the world.” Tai’s speech will mark the last three 

months of the deal, which was signed by Trump 

in 2019. It called for China to expand purchases 

of certain US goods and services from January 1, 

2020, through December 31, 2021. Under the 

agreement, China was supposed to purchase an 

additional USD 200 billion in US goods over a 

two-year period, but the nation has not lived up 

to that pledge. The official added that the US 

Trade Representative (USTR)’s office will begin 

“a targeted tariff exclusion process,” while also 

pledging to “keep open the potential for 

additional exclusion processes in the future”.  

Credit ANI 

Shringla, Sri Lankan FM Peiris jointly 
inaugurate 4 projects of housing, education 
sectors 

 
Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla who 

is on a four-day visit to Sri Lanka, jointly 

inaugurated four projects in the housing and 

education sectors with Sri Lankan Foreign 

Minister Prof GL Peiris, on Monday. “Foreign 

Secretary @harshvshringla jointly inaugurated 4 

projects in the housing & education sectors with 

Hon’ble Sri Lankan Foreign Minister Prof G. L 

Peiris in the presence of several Cabinet 

Ministers & MPs,” tweeted High Commission of 

India in Colombo. “These projects, completed 

with Indian assistance, exemplify India’s strong 

and multifaceted development cooperation 

profile in Sri Lanka,” added the tweet. Earlier in 

the day, Shringla called on Sri Lankan Prime 

Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa and had a 

discussion on further consolidating the 

multifaceted partnership between India and Sri 

Lanka. During his four-day visit to Sri Lanka, the 

Foreign Secretary is also slated to meet Sri 

Lankan President Gotabaya Rajapaksa and other 

top cabinet members. On Sunday, Foreign 

Secretary Shringla visited the iconic Jaffna 

Cultural Centre, built with Indian grant 

assistance. 

Credit ANI 
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Meenakashi Lekhi meets Denmark envoy, 
discuss ties in Green Strategic Partnership 

 
Minister of State for External Affairs Meenakashi 

Lekhi on Monday met Ambassador of Denmark 

to India Freddy Svane in a bid to discuss bilateral 

cooperation in the Green Strategic Partnership. 

“Delighted to meet Ambassador of Denmark 

@Svane_freddy. We discussed our bilateral 

cooperation in the Green Strategic Partnership. 

Looking forward to further enhancing our 

cultural cooperation and people-to-people 

relations,” Lekhi informed in a tweet. In July, 

both countries signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) in the field of health and 

medicine. Earlier, an official release stated that 

the bilateral MoU will encourage cooperation 

between India’s Ministry of Health and Family 

Welfare (MoHFW) and the Health Ministry of 

Denmark through joint initiatives and technology 

development in the health sector. The release 

informed that the MoU will strengthen bilateral 

ties between India and Denmark. It will facilitate 

in improving the public health status of the 

people of both countries. 

Credit ANI 

David Julius, Ardem Patapoutian win 2021 
Nobel Prize for Medicine 

 
David Julius and Ardem Patapoutian jointly won 

the 2021 Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine 

for their discoveries of receptors for temperature 

and touch, announced the award-giving group on 

Monday. David Julius utilized capsaicin, a 

pungent compound from chilli peppers that 

induces a burning sensation, to identify a sensor 

in the nerve endings of the skin that responds to 

heat. Ardem Patapoutian used pressure-sensitive 

cells to discover a novel class of sensors that 

respond to mechanical stimuli in the skin and 

internal organs. These breakthrough discoveries 

launched intense research activities leading to a 

rapid increase in the understanding of how the 

nervous system senses heat, cold, and mechanical 

stimuli. The laureates identified critical missing 

links in the understanding of the complex 

interplay between the senses and the 

environment, reported the Nobel Committee. The 

identified ion channels are important for many 

physiological processes and disease conditions. 

The Nobel Prize is awarded by the Royal 

Swedish Academy of Sciences and is worth 10 

million Swedish crowns (USD 1.15 million).  

Credit ANI 

PM Modi wishes Japan’s new PM Kishida 
Fumio on taking office 

 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi congratulated 

Japan’s new Prime Minister Kishida Fumio for 

taking office and said he looks forward to 

working with him to further strengthen the 

Special Strategic and Global Partnership in the 

region. Taking to Twitter, PM Modi said, 

“Congratulations and best wishes to the new 

Prime Minister of Japan, H.E. Kishida Fumio. I 

look forward to working with him to further 

strengthen the Special Strategic and Global 

Partnership and advance peace and prosperity in 

our region and beyond. @kishida230.” Earlier, 

PM Modi stated that the friendship between India 

and Japan is considered one of the most natural 

partnerships in the entire region and said Japan is 

ANI 
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one of the most trusted friends of India. Earlier on 

Monday, Japanese lawmakers voted to approve 

Fumio Kishida, as the new prime minister. This 

comes after the ruling Liberal Democratic Party 

(LDP) chose 64-years-old Kishida, as the new 

leader. Back in September, incumbent Prime 

Minister Yoshihide Suga had announced his 

decision not to run for the head of LDP, which 

meant his resignation as head of government. 

According to reports, Toshimitsu Motegi will be 

retained as foreign minister while Hirokazu 

Matsuno will become Chief Cabinet Secretary. 

Kishida plans to dissolve the House of 

Representatives.  

Credit ANI 

Australia plans to supply solar power to 
Singapore, will India follow? 

In one of the most ambitious solar power projects 

recently, Australia’s Sun Cable is in the process 

of setting up a USD 22 billion, 4,200 km power 

link between Singapore and Australia’s Northern 

Territory to supply up to 15 per cent of the city-

state’s energy needs. If the principality of 

Monaco and Macao Special Administrative 

Region are not counted, already some rooftops 

and bodies of water are used to harness solar 

power but due to the huge energy appetite of the 

industrial and commercial hub of Southeast Asia, 

this will only make a tiny dent in the island’s 

energy requirements. This is where Australia’s 

Sun Cable project comes in. Apart from 

Antarctica, Australia is the driest continent in the 

world with 35 per cent of its landmass covered by 

dessert. So, it makes absolute sense to build the 

world’s largest solar farm there. Singapore has a 

bold plan to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 

36 per cent compared to 2005 levels by 2030. It 

is a highly ambitious target given the scarcity of 

resources required for renewable energy options 

on the small island. It has neither land to build 

wind and solar farms, nor thermal and 

hydroelectric power sources. The solar power 

project that Sun Cable is proposing hopes to 

address this. Its CEO David Griffin told media 

that its project will help reduce Singapore’s 

emissions by six million tonnes of carbon 

dioxide-equivalent a year, matching the entire 

climate abatement gap of the city-state in its 2030 

reduction goals. The planned Sun Cable solar 

farm will be located about 700 kilometres south 

of Darwin, the capital of Australia’s Northern 

Territory state. It will cover a massive area of 120 

square kilometres with 28 million solar panels 

and other ancillary facilities including battery 

storage. The company said that the plan is to have 

the capacity to supply 17 to 20 gigawatts of 

power, up from the previous 15 gigawatts. 

Construction is expected to start in 2023 after 

completing an environmental impact study, 

various governmental approvals and concluding 

outstanding commercial and funding agreements. 

When it is ready in 2027, it will be the world’s 

largest solar farm, ten times larger than the 

biggest today, the 2.245-gigawatt Bhadla Solar 

Park in India.   

Credit ANI 

Pandora Papers: Hidden riches of world 
leaders ‘exposed’ in ‘unprecedented’ leak 

A group of 600 investigative journalists on 

Sunday published new papers over the alleged 

involvement of a number of world leaders 

including Russian President Vladimir Putin and 

King Abdullah II of Jordan and other high-profile 

individuals in tax haven schemes. In an 

“unprecedented leak”, the financial secrets of 35 

current and former world leaders, more than 330 

politicians and public officials in 91 countries and 

territories have been exposed, according to the 

International Consortium of Investigative 

Journalists (ICIJ).ICIJ, a US-based non-profit 

group, is a global network of reporters and media 

organisations. Their network of members 

encompasses investigative reporters from more 

than 100 countries and territories. The massive 

trove of private financial records has been dubbed 

ANI 



The Voice of Mentor, October 2021 

 

Page 6 

 

as ‘Pandora Papers’. The investigation involves 

more than 600 journalists from 117 countries as 

well as over 11.9 million leaked files “covering 

every corner of the globe.” The new papers 

exceed the dimensions of the leak that was at the 

centre of the Panama Papers investigation five 

years ago, The Washington Post reported. The 

financial records expose vast reaches of the 

secretive offshore system used to hide billions of 

dollars from tax authorities, creditors, criminal 

investigators and citizens around the world. The 

revelation includes more than USD 100 million 

spent by King Abdullah II of Jordan on luxury 

homes in Malibu, California, and other locations. 

It also includes the revelation of cash secretly 

owned by the leaders of the Czech Republic, 

Kenya, Ecuador and other countries; and a 

waterfront home in Monaco acquired by a 

Russian woman who gained considerable wealth 

after she reportedly had a child with Russian 

President Vladimir Putin. The files detail the 

financial activities of Russian President Putin’s 

“unofficial minister of propaganda” and more 

than 130 billionaires from India, Russia, the 

United States, Mexico, and other nations. As per 

the reports, the Pandora Papers also uncovered 

dealings of the Presidents of Ukraine, Kenya and 

Ecuador, the Prime Minister of the Czech 

Republic, and former British Prime Minister 

Tony Blair. The files include private emails, 

secret spreadsheets, clandestine contracts and 

other records that unlock otherwise impenetrable 

financial schemes and identify the individuals 

behind them. “The offshore financial system is a 

problem that should concern every law-abiding 

person around the world,” said Sherine Ebadi, a 

former FBI officer who served as lead agent on 

dozens of financial-crimes cases. The leaked 

records come from 14 offshore services firms 

from around the world that set up shell companies 

and other offshore nooks for clients often seeking 

to keep their financial activities in the shadows. 

The records include information about the 

dealings of nearly three times as many current 

and former country leaders as any previous leak 

of documents from offshore havens. In an era of 

widening authoritarianism and inequality, the 

ICIJ said: “The Pandora Papers investigation 

provides an unequaled perspective on how 

money and power operate in the 21st century – 

and how the rule of law has been bent and broken 

around the world by a system of financial secrecy 

enabled by the U.S. and other wealthy nations”. 

The ICIJ added that these new findings spotlight 

how deeply secretive finance has infiltrated 

global politics – and offer insights into why 

governments and global organizations have made 

little headway in ending offshore financial 

abuses. Credit ANI 

EU-Australia trade talks postponed amid 
submarine deal fallout 

Australia-EU free trade talks have been 

postponed on Friday amid Canberra’s decision to 

cancel a major French submarine contract. 

Australia’s Minister for Trade Dan Tehan said 

that talks with the European Union over a trade 

deal have been postponed, as a row over 

Canberra’s decision to cancel a USD 40-billion 

deal with France escalates, reported The Globe 

and Mail. Australia last month cancelled a deal 

with France’s Naval Group to build a fleet of 

conventional submarines and will instead build at 

least eight nuclear-powered submarines with US 

and British technology after striking a trilateral 

security partnership AUKUS with those two 

countries. The cancellation has angered France, 

which accused both Australia and the United 

States of stabbing it in the back. Paris recalled its 

ambassadors from Canberra and Washington, 

reported The Globe and Mail. In solidarity with 

France, European Commission president Ursula 

von der Leyen has questioned whether the bloc 

could strike a trade deal with Australia. Tehan on 

Friday declined to comment on the role the 

submarine deal had played in delaying 

negotiations but confirmed the 12th round of 

talks scheduled for October 12 had been 

postponed by a month, reported The Globe and 

Mail. Credit ANI 

ANI 
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US gives tentative approval for Australia to 
buy EA-18G Growler aircraft 

 
The US government has given its tentative 

approval for Australia to purchase a single EA-

18G Growler aircraft with engineering and 

maintenance services costing $125 million, the 

Defence Security Cooperation Agency (DSCA) 

announced. “The State Department has made a 

determination approving a possible foreign 

military sale to the Government of Australia of 

EA-18G Growler aircraft, related defence 

services and related equipment for an estimated 

cost of $125 million,” the DSCA said in a 

statement on Thursday. The agency delivered the 

required certification notifying Congress of the 

possible sale on Thursday, the statement said. 

“The Government of Australia has requested to 

buy a United States Navy (USN) EA-18G 

aircraft. The USN EA-18G aircraft will then be 

modified into a Royal Australian Air Force 

(RAAF) EA-18G aircraft configuration. The sale 

would include one EA-18G Growler aircraft,” the 

statement added. The total estimated value is 

$125 million and the proposed sale will support 

the foreign policy and national security 

objectives of the United States, according to the 

statement.  

Credit ANI 

North Korea says it test-fired new anti-
aircraft missile 

 
North Korea on Friday said that it had test-fired a 

new type of anti-aircraft missile on Thursday, a 

media report stated. The official Korean Central 

News Agency said, “The Academy of Defence 

Science of the DPRK (Democratic People’s 

Republic of Korea) test-fired an anti-aircraft 

missile newly developed by it on September 30, 

aiming at confirming the practicality of operation 

of the launcher, radar and comprehensive battle 

command vehicle as well as the comprehensive 

combat performance of the missile,” according to 

Yonhap News Agency. Earlier on Tuesday 

morning, North Korea said that it test-fired its 

newly developed Hwasong-8 hypersonic missile 

in Toyang-ri, Ryongrim County of Jagang 

Province on Tuesday morning. The missile was 

newly developed and test-fired by the Academy 

of Defence Science, Xinhua reported citing the 

official Korean Central News Agency. “In the 

first test-launch, national defence scientists 

confirmed the navigational control and stability 

of the missile in the active section and also its 

technical specifications including the guiding 

manoeuvrability and the gliding flight 

characteristics of the detached hypersonic gliding 

warhead,” Korean Central News Agency said. 

Credit ANI 
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Netflix created 5.6 trillion WON in economic 
effects, 16,000 employment effects over 5 
years after entering Korea 

 
Netflix, the world’s largest OTT (Over-the-top) 

service and online video streaming platform 

announced that it has created 5.6 trillion won in 

economic value and 16,000 jobs by making 

continuous investments over the past five years 

since entering Korea. It is analyzed that Netflix is 

strongly claiming the mutual growth in response 

to the rising ‘Techlash’ trend (a backlash against 

the IT companies or strengthening sanctions) 

around the world, including Korea. Netflix held 

the ‘Netflix Partner Day’ on Wednesday and 

announced the achievements of shared growth 

over the past five years with the Korean creative 

ecosystem. At this event, Korean partners of 

Netflix, including a special makeup company 

Studio CELL’s CEO Hwang Hyo-kyun, Dexter 

sound’s subsidiary LIVETONE’s CEO Choi Tae-

young, VFX (Visual Effect) company West 

World’s CEO Son Seung-hyun, and a dubbing 

and subtitling company Iyuno-SDI Group’s 

global customer director Oh Hye-seok, attended. 

Netflix cited research by global consulting group 

Deloitte and emphasized that it has generated a 

huge economic ripple effect of about 5.6 trillion 

won over the past five years in overall related 

industries beyond the domestic content industry. 

Also, it announced that Netflix contributed to 

creating about 16,000 jobs by investing about 770 

billion won in the Korean domestic content 

industry. This year, Netflix previously announced 

an investment plan worth about 550 billion. It 

also mentioned the globalization of Korean 

content through Netflix. “Korean content created 

by Netflix and Korean creators is literally 

becoming a popular culture enjoyed by the world, 

including America, Europe, and Africa, beyond 

Asia, the existing market with high popularity of 

Korean Wave,” said Kang Dong-Han, Netflix 

VP, Content (Korea). “The recent Netflix original 

series ‘D.P.’ has had a great influence in various 

fields of our society beyond the content industry. 

Also, ‘Squid Game’ surprised the world by 

ranking first in the US top 10 chart for the first 

time as a Korean series,” Kang Dong added. 

Netflix pointed out that Netflix accounts for a 

very high proportion among major Korean 

content streaming channels used by overseas 

viewers last year. According to a survey of 8,500 

people conducted by the Korea Foundation for 

International Culture Exchange, Netflix 

accounted for 64.3% of movies, 63.2% of TV 

series, and more than 50% in both entertainment 

and animation. In addition, Netflix said that the 

love of fans around the world for Korean content 

is leading the globalization of the Korean Wave 

and the growth of the domestic creative industry. 

Credit ANI 

BTS and UNICEF celebrate 4 years of the 
'Love Myself' campaign to promote child 
self-esteem 

 
Since 2017, a campaign by South Korean 

superstars BTS, and the UN Children’s Fund 

(UNICEF) has reached almost every country in 

the world with a positive message of self-love 

and self-care, gathering more than 50 million 

interactions from Twitter users. “We started 

LOVE MYSELF as a way to reach young people 

and help improve their lives and rights”, said 

BTS, in a press release. “During the process, we 

also strove to ‘LOVE MYSELF’ ourselves, and 

we as a team and as individuals grew as well. We 

hope that many people felt how the love received 

from others can become the power that allows 

them to love themselves”, they added. The world-

famous K-pop band and its record label, BIGHIT 

MUSIC, joined forces with UNICEF four years 

ago with the collective goal of helping end 

violence, abuse and bullying, and to promote self-

esteem and well-being among children and young 

people globally. Force for good The band, who 

ANI -UN 
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recently made worldwide headlines after 

participating and recording a viral music video 

during the 76th United Nations General 

Assembly opening week, has raised $3.6 million 

for UNICEF’s work to end violence. They have 

also dedicated booths at their concert venues 

worldwide to provide information on how 

individuals can protect themselves and each 

other, from violence and bullying. “When it 

comes to promoting self-esteem and improving 

mental well-being, one of the most important 

things you can do is just to start the conversation. 

The groundbreaking way in which BTS has 

helped spark a positive message with its ARMY 

is simply unmatched and incredibly invaluable,” 

said UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore. 

“We are thankful for all the work the band has 

done to lead this important initiative, and for all 

of their support for UNICEF in the last four 

years.” The initiative continues Earlier this year, 

BTS and BIGHIT MUSIC renewed their 

commitment to the campaign, pledging over 

$1million to UNICEF, as well as proceeds from 

the sale of LOVE MYSELF merchandise, and a 

portion of the album sales.  “We hope that the 

LOVE MYSELF message can continue to serve 

to invigorate everyone’s lives. We will be 

honored if all seven of us can continue this 

campaign to return the amazing love that we have 

received and give people the strength to come 

closer to LOVE MYSELF. We hope to keep 

doing what we are doing and voice what we are 

voicing, so we can help people find happiness and 

love”, BTS members said. 

 Credit UN 

7 climate action highlights to remember 
before COP26 
Climate and Environment A September to 

remember, a pivotal month for climate action 

commitments. From the United Nations General 

Assembly week to the final pre-COP meeting, 

last month was an important time to build 

momentum before the decisive UN Climate 

Conference COP26 in early November. UN 

News has put together a list of the seven most 

important climate action-related highlights you 

should know about. 

1.Billions planned for clean energy 
Workers clean solar panels at a solar farm in 

Manila, Philippines. More than $400 billion in 

new finance and investment was committed by 

governments and the private sector during the UN 

High-level Dialogue on Energy, the first leader-

level meeting on energy under the auspices of the 

UN General Assembly in 40 years. More than 35 

countries, ranging from island states to major 

emerging and industrialized economies, made 

significant new energy commitments in the form 

of Energy Compacts. The countries involved in 

the coalition have committed to immediately stop 

issuing new permits for coal-fired power 

generation projects and cease new construction of 

coal-fired power generation, as of the end of 

2021. Several new partnership initiatives were 

announced during the event, aiming to provide 

and improve access to reliable electricity, to over 

a billion people. 

2.United States and China boosted climate 
action 

 
Air pollution from coal-fired power plants is 

linked to global warming and other damaging 

environmental and public health consequences. 

The world’s two largest economies committed to 

more ambitious climate action during the high-

level week of the General Assembly. United 

States’ President Jose Biden announced that his 

country would significantly increase its 

international climate finance to approximately 

$11.4 billion a year. Meanwhile, President Xi 

Jinping of China said that he would end all 

financing of coal-fired power plants abroad, and 

redirect support to green and low carbon energy 

generation. While the announcements were most 

welcome, The UN Secretary-General flagged that 

there is still “a long way to go” to make UN 

climate conference (COP26) in Glasgow a 

success that ensures “a turning point in our 

UN 
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collective efforts to address the climate crisis”. 

3.Africa Climate Week spurred regional 
action 

 
Extreme weather like widespread drought is 

causing economic losses amongst farmers in 

Africa. People across Africa met virtually for 

several days to spotlight climate action, explore 

possibilities, and showcase ambitious solutions. 

More than 1,600 participants actively joined in 

the virtual gathering, with the host Government 

of Uganda bringing together governments at all 

levels across the region, along with private sector 

leaders, academic experts, and other key 

stakeholders. Janet Rogan, COP26 Regional 

Ambassador for Africa and the Middle East, said 

that the meeting enabled many stakeholders to 

build new partnerships and strengthen existing 

ones. “Only by working together can we truly 

help to deliver on the ambition of the Paris 

Agreement while being conscious of the unique 

opportunities and challenges this presents in the 

region”,  

4. COP hosts, the United Kingdom, asked 
countries to ‘secure the money’ 

 Prime Minister Boris Johnson of the United 

Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

addresses the general debate of the UN General 

Assembly’s 76th session. Right at the beginning 

of the General Assembly, the UK Prime Minister 

Boris Johnson convened an emergency meeting 

to press for more action on climate finance and 

other measures ahead of UN COP26. World 

leaders addressed the gaps that remain on the 

actions needed from national governments, 

especially the G20 industrialized powers, on 

mitigation, finance, and adaptation. The UK 

Prime Minister warned that “history will judge” 

the world’s richest nations if they fail to deliver 

on their pledge to commit $100 billion in annual 

climate aid ahead of COP26 keeping the 

environment on the global agenda and serving as 

a launchpad for a global green industrial 

revolution.” But warned: “No one country can 

turn the tide, it would be akin to bailing out a liner 

with a single bucket.” 

5. World leaders committed to reform 
Global Food Systems 

 
Food waste, pictured here at Lira market in 

Uganda, is a significant challenge for farmers and 

vendors alike. Food systems cause as much as a 

third of greenhouse gas emissions, up to 80 per 

cent of biodiversity loss and use up to 70 per cent 

of freshwater reserves. However, sustainable 

food production systems should be recognized as 

an essential solution to these existing challenges. 

On 23 Sept, the first ever UN Food Systems 

Summit convened world leaders to spur national 

and regional action to transform the way we 

produce, consume and dispose of our food. 

Following from the latest IPCC report, which 

raised a “code red” for human-driven global 

heating, the US administration, one of the world’s 

major agricultural producers, pledged $10 billion 

over five years to address climate change and 

help feed those most vulnerable without 

exhausting natural resources. The Summit, called 

by the UN Secretary-General in 2019 to 

accelerate global progress by leveraging the 

interconnected importance of food systems, 

featured other commitments from more than 85 

Heads of State around the world. Many countries 

announced national initiatives to ensure their 

food systems met not only the nutritional needs 

of their populations but also goals around climate 

change, biodiversity, and decent livelihoods for 

all.  Business and civil society organizations also 

made important promises.  

UN 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1097362
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6. No more ‘blah, blah, blah’ 

 
As part of the Fridays for Future school strikes, 

youth protest for climate action in Geneva in 

2019. (file) Almost 400 activists aged 15 to 29 

from 186 countries met in Milan, Italy, a few days 

ago, to rev up the call for climate action. With 

weeks to go before COP26, they highlighted 

youth leadership and pushed for a far more 

climate conscious society. Greta Thunberg, along 

with Ugandan environmentalist Vanessa Nakate 

was among the speakers at the Youth4Climate 

event, run by Italy and the World Bank Group. 

“Build back better. Blah, blah, blah. Green 

economy. Blah blah blah. Net-zero by 2050. 

Blah, blah, blah. This is all we hear from our so-

called leaders. Words that sound great but so far 

have not led to action. Our hopes and ambitions 

drown in their empty promises”, Thunberg said.  

“No more empty conferences, it’s time to show 

us the money”, added Nakate, 24, referring to the 

$100 billion in annual climate aid promised by 

the richest economists to help developing 

countries vulnerable to the impact of climate 

change. "What do we want? We want climate 

justice now", highlighted Thunberg, known for 

inspiring a series of youth climate strikes around 

the world since 2018. The three-day meeting 

finalized with a joint document to be presented at 

negotiation meetings during the preparation 

COP26 event, the Pre-COP, and then during the 

pivotal conference. UN chief António Guterres 

thanked young people for contributing ideas and 

solutions in advance of the UN Climate 

Conference. “Young people have been in the 

forefront of putting forward positive solutions, 

advocating for climate justice and holding leaders 

to account. We need young people everywhere to 

keep raising your voices,” he said in a video 

message. 

7. Next commitments to watch: the Pre-COP 

 
UN Secretary-General António Guterres 

participates in a virtual briefing to update 

Member States on preparations for COP26 in 

Glasgow, UK. Each UN Climate Conference 

(COP) is preceded by a preparatory meeting held 

about a month before, called Pre-COP. The 

meeting is the final formal, multilateral 

opportunity for ministers to shape the 

negotiations in detail ahead of the meeting in 

Glasgow in November. The event, this year in 

Milan, brings together climate and energy 

ministers from a selected group of countries to 

discuss and exchange views on some key political 

aspects of the negotiations and delve into some of 

the key topics that will be addressed at COP26. 

The meeting is taking place just weeks after a 

report by UN Climate Change found that nations 

must urgently redouble their climate efforts if 

they are to prevent global temperature increases 

beyond the Paris Agreement’s goal of 2C – 

ideally 1.5C – by the end of the century. The 

issues under discussion in Milan include: •

 Reducing emissions to ensure that the 

1.5C goal remains within reach 

• Provision of finance and support to 

developing countries to enable them to act on 

climate change 

• Improving approaches to averting, 

minimizing and addressing loss and damage from 

climate extremes 

• Establishing a global goal on adaptation 

to decrease vulnerability 

• Advancing the technicalities needed for 

countries to report on their climate actions and 

support needed or received 

• Advancing the detailed rules for the 

market and non-market mechanisms, through 

which countries can cooperate to meet their 

emission reduction targets  

Credit UN 

UN 
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Non-Violence Day offers prospect for ‘new 
era of peace, trust and tolerance’ 

 
Peace and Security In his message for the 

International Day of Non-Violence, on Saturday, 

the UN chief noted that the day provides an 

opportunity to usher in a “new era of peace, trust 

and tolerance”. Secretary-General António 

Guterres pointed out that it was no coincidence 

that the day coincides with the birthday of 

Mahatma Gandhi – leader of India’s 

independence movement and a founder of the 

principles of non-violence. “For Gandhi, non-

violence, peaceful protest, dignity and equality 

were more than words. They represented a 

guiding light for humanity, a map to a better 

future”, he said. ‘Template’ for the future The UN 

chief also pointed to the movement as “a 

template” to confront today’s troubled times. 

“Conflicts and climate change. Poverty and 

inequalities.  Mistrust and divisions.  All under 

the shadow of the COVID-19 pandemic, which 

continues to devastate people and economies 

alike”, he said. The UN chief underscored that the 

solution to these challenges “is in our hands: 

solidarity”. Solutions ‘in our hands’ The principle 

of non-violence, also known as non-violent 

resistance, rejects the use of physical force to 

achieve social or political change and has been 

adopted globally in campaigns for social justice. 

 “We need to recognize, as Gandhi did, that what 

unites us is far greater than what divides us. That 

peace provides the only pathway to a better future 

for all”, he said. Coming together as one 

Addressing global challenges means “coming 

together as one human family, and embracing 

peace like never before”, Mr. Guterres said, 

calling on combatants around the world to lay 

down their arms and “focus on defeating 

humanity’s common enemy – COVID-19 – not 

one another”. He underscored the urgent need to 

deliver lifesaving vaccines and treatment, “and 

support countries in the long road to recovery 

ahead”; intensify efforts to reduce inequalities 

and end poverty; and create “a bold global plan 

of action” to heal the planet. Most of all, flagged 

the UN chief, “we need to renew trust in one 

another”. Gandhi on non-violence: "Poverty is 

the worst form of violence. Non-violence is a 

weapon of the strong. Non-violence and truth are 

inseparable and presuppose one another. We may 

never be strong enough to be entirely nonviolent 

in thought, word and deed. But we must keep 

nonviolence as our goal and make strong progress 

towards it". “Hatred, division, conflict and 

mistrust have had their day”, he said.  “It is time 

to usher in a new era of peace, trust and 

tolerance”. Mr. Guterres urged everyone to “heed 

Gandhi’s message of peace and get down to the 

business of building a better and more peaceful 

future for all”. 

Credit UN 

Food waste: a global problem that 
undermines healthy diets 

 
A lack of food, hunger and malnutrition affect 

every country in the world, the UN said on 

Tuesday, in an urgent appeal for action to reduce 

the amount of food that’s wasted.  The call comes 

as the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 

said that 17 per cent of all food available to 

consumers in 2019, ended up being thrown away. 

Global problem the problem of food waste is a 

global one and not limited to wealthy nations 

alone, said Nancy Aburto, Deputy Director of 

FAO’s Food and Nutrition Division Economic 

and Social Development Stream, speaking at a 

press conference in Geneva. “Food insecurity, 

hunger and malnutrition are impacting every 

country in the world and no country is unaffected; 

811 million people suffer hunger, two billion 

suffer micronutrient deficiencies – that’s vitamin 

and mineral deficiencies - and millions of 

children suffer stunting and wasting, deadly 

forms of under-nutrition.” The FAO official 

warned that the high cost of “healthy” diets, 

UN 



The Voice of Mentor, October 2021 

 

Page 13 

 

meant that they were now “out of reach” of every 

region in the world, including Europe. She also 

said that more countries needed to embrace 

innovation to reduce waste, such as new 

packaging that can prolong the shelf-life of many 

foods, while smartphone apps can bring 

consumers closer to producers, reducing the time 

between harvest and plate. Repercussions of food 

waste Reducing food loss and waste would 

improve agri-food systems and help towards 

achieving food security, food safety and food 

quality, all while delivering on nutritional 

outcomes. According to FAO, it would also 

contribute “significantly to the reduction of 

greenhouse gas emissions, as well as pressure on 

land and water resources”. With less than nine 

years left to reach Sustainable Development Goal 

(SDG) 12 on ensuring sustainable consumption, 

and target 12.3 to halve per capita global food 

waste at the retail and consumer levels, there is 

an urgent need to accelerate action, up to the 2030 

deadline. Takeaways for action: Credit UN 

Deadly ‘invisible shipwrecks’ plague migrants 
bound for Canary Islands 

Migrants and Refugees A sharp increase in the 

deaths and disappearances of migrants at sea 

heading to Spain’s Canary Islands, along the 

West African coast, is a cause for “extreme 

oncern” the UN’s migration agency, IOM, said 

on Friday. By the end of last month, the 

International Organization for Migration’s (IOM) 

Missing Migrants Project recorded 785 people, 

including 177 women and 50 children, who had 

died or disappeared this year.  Frank Laczko, 

Director of IOM's Global Migration Data 

Analysis Centre noted that the actual numbers are 

likely much higher. “Invisible shipwrecks, in 

which there are no survivors, are believed to be 

frequent occurrences on this route but are nearly 

impossible to verify”, he said. Deadly August 

August was the deadliest month in terms of 

documented fatalities – with 379 lives lost –

 accounting for nearly half of the total number of 

deaths recorded this year, according to IOM. 

These figures reveal a two-fold increase 

compared to the recorded deaths during the same 

period last year, when about 320 people lost their 

lives on the Western Africa-Atlantic Route. 

Migrant deaths soar In all of 2020, 850 migrant 

deaths were recorded on this route – the highest 

documented number of lives lost in a single year 

since 2014, when IOM first began collecting 

data.  Even when boats are reported in distress, it 

is difficult to determine the number of lives lost. 

In the first eight months of this year, 9,386 people 

had arrived in the Canary Islands by sea, a 140 

per cent increase over the same period in 2020 

(3,933). Deadly days at sea Survivor testimonies 

have indicated that these journeys are becoming 

ever riskier.  One of seven survivors from a 

vessel carrying 54 passengers that drifted for two 

weeks - before capsizing close to the Mauritanian 

coast in mid-August - told IOM that after three 

days at sea, their engine was lost, and they ran out 

of food and water. “People were already starting 

to die”, the survivor said, describing bodies 

“thrown into the sea” to lighten the load of the 

boat, to prevent everyone from dying. “There 

were people who looked like they had gone mad, 

sometimes they bit each other, they shouted, and 

they threw themselves into the sea”, she added. 

There were people who looked like they had gone 

mad, sometimes they bit each other, they shouted, 

and they threw themselves into the sea – Survivor 

Without a trace Reports of remains washing 

ashore along the Atlantic coast or frequently 

being caught up in the trawl nets of fishing 

vessels, are further indications of “invisible 

shipwrecks.” “The lack of concerted efforts to 

recover migrant remains on this and all routes 

means that hundreds of families are left 

bereaved”, said Mr. Laczko.  In the first six 

months of 2021, the Spanish civil society 

organization Caminando Fronteras, estimated 

that 36 boats heading to the Canary Islands 

disappeared without a trace. “Ending this 

senseless loss of life on all maritime migration 

routes to Europe requires a comprehensive 

response, enhanced State-led search and rescue 

capacities and pathways for safe, orderly and 

regular migration”, the IOM official stated.  

Credit UN 

UN 
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The drive to use AI for safer roads 

Aiming to halve deaths and injuries due to road 

crashes by 2030, partners under the United 

Nations banner have set out to tap into emerging 

technologies fuelled by artificial intelligence 

(AI). The global initiative aims to harness the 

potential of AI to save 675,000 lives a year. 

Launched last week by the International 

Telecommunication Union (ITU), the UN 

Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for Road 

Safety, and the Office of the UN Envoy on 

Technology, the new AI for Road Safety 

initiative will promote an AI-enhanced "safe 

system" approach to reduce fatalities based on six 

pillars: road safety management, safer roads and 

mobility, safer vehicles, safer road users, post-

crash response, and speed control. The focus is on 

inclusive solutions that work in low- and middle-

income countries where most road fatalities 

occur. "The disproportionate number of road 

deaths in developing countries is yet another 

example of why the benefits of new technologies 

must reach everyone, everywhere," said ITU 

Secretary-General Houlin Zhao. The new 

initiative comes during the UN’s Second Decade 

of Action for Road Safety, 2021-2030. "This new 

decade of action is very different… due to the 

wealth of tools we have at our disposal now," said 

Jean Todt, the UN Special Envoy for Road 

Safety. How AI can help AI can improve the 

quality of crash data collection and analysis, 

provide insights on how to avert collisions, and 

improve the response after crashes. The resulting 

insights can, in turn, help shape more effective 

regulatory frameworks for road safety. Equitable 

access to data and ethical use of algorithms are 

essential across all six safe system pillars. Aside 

from the emergence of autonomous vehicles, AI 

applications already commonly underlie lane-

keeping systems, emergency brakes and auto-

parking systems for many cars today. But these 

technologies are deployed unevenly around the 

world. Electronic stability control, for example, a 

life-saving technology, is not available globally. 

"It’s unforgivable that this is not a standard 

feature built into every car sold around the 

world,"   

Credit ITU 

Why the City of Amsterdam developed its 
own crowd monitoring technology 

 
The pandemic has increased interest from cities 

in the use of crowd monitoring technologies to 

manage safety, understand economic activity and 

reshape tourism. However, these systems can 

raise privacy and surveillance concerns and tap 

into the wider debate about the ethics and 

governance of data-gathering technologies in 

public space. As part of its goal to be a leading 

city on the ethical use of technology, Amsterdam 

developed what it says is the first peer-reviewed 

privacy-by-design crowd monitoring system. 

Public Eye, created with consultancy Life 

Electronic and smart city design cooperative 

Tapp, has now been made available as open 

source for other cities – and in future, companies 

to use free of charge. The project highlights a 

growing trend of cities taking a stronger stance 

and trying to set the ground rules for the 

deployment and direction of emerging 

technologies. While Amsterdam doesn’t want to 

take on technology vendors at their own game, it 

believes being proactive in this way can spur the 

market to develop new and better products. The 

head-counting Public Eye system uses existing 

city cameras and a computer vision artificial 

intelligence (AI) algorithm to monitor and predict 

the size, density, direction and speed of crowds in 

public space. It was also adapted to measure 

social distancing during the pandemic 

Credit ITU 

ITU 



The Voice of Mentor, October 2021 

 

Page 15 

 

World Maritime Day: Keeping seafarers safe 
and connected 

Mario Maniewicz, Director, ITU 

Radiocommunication Bureau Throughout the 

COVID-19 pandemic, seafarers have served as 

frontline workers maintaining the flow of 

essential goods, such as food and medical 

supplies. Given the entry restrictions imposed by 

many countries over the past year and a half, 

ships and crews have spent longer hours, days 

and months waiting offshore. Onboard, modern 

maritime communication has helped keep 

seafarers safe and relatively comfortable, keeping 

them in touch with their families and updated on 

the evolution of the pandemic. While radio and 

satellite phones remain vital tools, today’s 

seafarers also rely on digitally integrated systems 

and networks that would have been unimaginable 

just a decade or two ago. Even as digital systems 

become commonplace, maritime communication 

needs are sure to keep evolving. For seafarers, 

coastal communities, and the shipping industry 

worldwide, 30 September marks World Maritime 

Day. The International Telecommunication 

Union (ITU), for its part, reaffirms its 

commitment to assist its member states and 

stakeholders, including seafarers, in this vital 

area. Shaping a safer future at sea ITU aims to 

facilitate technology use to improve safety and 

security at sea, both through the allocation and 

protection of dedicated radio frequency spectrum 

and by developing global standards for maritime 

radio systems. As the United Nations specialized 

agency for digital technologies, it convenes high-

level global meetings and facilitates international 

cooperation on key maritime communication 

issues. In Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt in 2019, at the 

last World Radiocommunication Conference 

(WRC-19), ITU Member States took important 

decisions to enhance safety at sea improving the 

efficiency of spectrum use for maritime 

communication. The internationally recognized 

Global Maritime Distress and Safety System 

(GMDSS), developed jointly by the International 

Maritime Organization (IMO) and ITU, alerts 

shore-based search and rescue services when a 

ship needs help and notifies vessels in the vicinity 

to provide assistance. WRC-19 allocated 

additional spectrum for the GMDSS, allowing 

expanded coverage and enhanced capabilities. 

These WRC-19 decisions include the addition of 

a non-geostationary satellite system which 

provides global services that will significantly 

improve satellite distress and safety 

communications in polar regions for seafarers. 

Credit ITU 

International Day of Older Persons: Digital 
equity for all ages 

 
While COVID-19 has affected nearly everyone 

worldwide, it has hit the elderly especially hard. 

From higher mortality rates to more intense social 

isolation under lockdowns, older persons have 

experienced many forms of vulnerability, 

especially when it comes to using the 

technologies that have become essential in 

dealing with the adverse effects of the pandemic. 

Today, as the countries mark the International 

Day of Older Persons, the United Nations has 

asked policy makers and citizens to address the 

transformational influence of digital 

technologies, including the potential benefits and 

risks for ageing and elderly people in all our 

communities. This year’s theme for the annual 

occasion is “digital equity for all ages”. "Our 

vision for the world is as a place where everyone 

can benefit from digital technologies and 

services, regardless of age, gender, income or any 

other factor," says Malcolm Johnson, Deputy 

Secretary-General of the International "The 

Decade of Healthy Ageing is connected to UN 

Sustainable Development Goals," said Michael 

Hodin, CEO of the Global Coalition on Ageing. 

"This is a big deal. It represents a mega-trend of 

ageing that we are witnessing globally." Access 

and inclusivity are vital to realize key goals for 

the UN Decade of Healthy Ageing. Older users 

take up tech The pandemic has underscored 

unequal access to technologies across and within 

ITU 

https://www.itu.int/en/myitu/Search?query=Mario+Maniewicz%2c+Director%2c+ITU+Radiocommunication+Bureau
https://www.itu.int/en/myitu/Search?query=Mario+Maniewicz%2c+Director%2c+ITU+Radiocommunication+Bureau
https://www.itu.int/en/newsroom/wrc-19/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.who.int/teams/social-determinants-of-health/demographic-change-and-healthy-ageing/covid-19
https://www.who.int/teams/social-determinants-of-health/demographic-change-and-healthy-ageing/covid-19
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populations, says Ambassador Mxolisi Nkosi, 

South Africa’s Permanent Representative to the 

UN and other International Organizations in 

Geneva, Switzerland. Even so, “older people are 

beginning to engage with basic technologies at a 

much high rate than before," he said at an ITU-

hosted session of the World Summit on the 

Information Society (WSIS) TalkX discussion 

series yesterday. While COVID-19 has had a 

drastic effect on all of our lives, it has had a 

disproportionate effect on the elderly, agreed 

Ambassador Meirav Eilon Shahar, Permanent 

Representative of Israel in Geneva. But 

digitization has helped reach the elderly and 

better assess their needs. "The digital tools in my 

country and the digital health equity 

infrastructure has held a vital role during this 

pandemic," she said. Credit ITU 

WHO Director-General Bestows Posthumous 
Award on the Late Henrietta Lacks 

 
Recognizes her Life, Legacy, and Contribution to 

Medical Science Dr Tedros Adhanom 

Ghebreyesus honored the late Henrietta Lacks 

with a WHO Director-General’s award, 

recognizing the world-changing legacy of this 

Black American woman who died of cervical 

cancer, 70 years ago, on 4 October, 1951. While 

she sought treatment, researchers took biopsies 

from Mrs Lacks’ body without her knowledge or 

consent.  Her cells became the first “immortal” 

cell line, and have allowed for incalculable 

scientific breakthroughs such as the human 

papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine, the polio vaccine, 

drugs for HIV and cancers, and most recently, 

critical COVID-19 research.  Shockingly, the 

global scientific community once hid Henrietta 

Lacks’ race and her real story, a historic wrong 

that today’s recognition seeks to heal. “In 

honouring Henrietta Lacks, WHO acknowledges 

the importance of reckoning with past scientific 

injustices, and advancing racial equity in health 

and science,” said Dr Tedros. “It’s also an 

opportunity to recognize women - particularly 

women of colour - who have made incredible but 

often unseen contributions to medical science.” 

The award was received at the WHO office in 

Geneva by Lawrence Lacks, Mrs. Lacks’ 87-

year-old son.  He is one of the last living relatives 

who personally knew her.  Mr. Lacks was 

accompanied by several of Henrietta Lacks’ 

grandchildren, great-grand children, and other 

family members. “We are moved to receive this 

historic recognition of my mother, Henrietta 

Lacks honouring who she was as a remarkable 

woman and the lasting impact of her HeLa cells. 

My mother’s contributions, once hidden, are now 

being rightfully honored for their global impact,” 

said Lawrence Lacks, Sr., Henrietta Lacks’ eldest 

son. “My mother was a pioneer in life, giving 

back to her community, helping others live a 

better life and caring for others. In death she 

continues to help the world. Her legacy lives on 

in us and we thank you for saying her name –

Henrietta Lacks.”  

Credit WHO 

The Toolkit for establishing laws to eliminate 
lead paint 

Lead poisoning from lead in paint is preventable 

and there are cost-effective, technically feasible 

alternatives to lead in paint. This toolkit is a 

collection of materials presented in slide format 

for advocacy and technical support for the 

elimination of lead paint. It includes information 

on the health, economic impacts of lead; why lead 

paint is a public health concern; analytical 

methods to measure lead in paint and in blood. 

The toolkit materials can be used as source 

material by government officials when initiating 

work on paint regulation. 

Credit WHO 
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To Understand Low-Earth Orbit, Look to Mt. 
Everest 

Getting to low-Earth orbit is a lot like climbing 

Mt. Everest. It’s not impossible, but it’s difficult, 

expensive and risky. As experience grows, the 

difficulty of reaching the destination drops 

steadily, and the risk becomes more manageable. 

Scaling Mt. Everest is no easy feat, and the 

history of tourism there shows a steady decrease 

in the amount of people and equipment required 

by any one person or organization to scale the 

world’s tallest peak above sea level. Helping get 

people and equipment safely and efficiently to 

space is the same ambition of NASA and its 

partners when it comes to the future of low-Earth 

orbit. Low-Earth orbit is well known as the place 

where the International Space Station (ISS) has 

spent more than two decades playing the role of 

both orbiting laboratory and human habitat. 

Groundbreaking research aboard the station in its 

unique microgravity environment is leading to 

better scientific knowledge on Earth and paving 

the way for highly complex missions to 

destinations well beyond low-Earth orbit. As 

NASA sets its sights once again on the Moon and 

eventually to Mars, low-Earth orbit will play a 

new, expansive, and ever more critical role for 

achieving humanity’s ambitions in outer space. 

What this looks like is the commercialization of 

low-Earth orbit, and it is a critical endeavor to 

provide a significant reduction in cost to NASA. 

When space is opened to the commercial sector, 

new innovations can drive down the cost of space 

exploration. If NASA can be one of many 

customers in low-Earth orbit – for instance, 

purchasing an extended stay at a commercially 

operated space station as opposed to operating an 

entire space station on its own – the agency can 

maximize the resources it applies to the Moon 

and places beyond. This would not be the first 

time that humanity has achieved significant cost 

reductions through commercial innovation, and 

that’s where the history of Mt. Everest comes in: 

The road ahead for commercial low-Earth orbit is 

also informed by NASA’s own experience, where 

the benefits of commercialization have already 

paid off. The Commercial Orbital Transportation 

Services (COTS) program, which made its first 

award in 2006, challenged U.S. private industry 

to develop cargo capabilities that could meet the 

needs of ISS. At the conclusion of the highly 

successful program, NASA had provided less 

than one half of the cost for the commercial 

transportation systems’ development and 

demonstration. NASA also found that COTS had 

encouraged significant job and economic growth 

in the domestic aerospace industry. NASA’s 

Commercial Crew Program, which gave its first 

award in 2014 to SpaceX and Boeing, has 

enabled cost-effective transportation for crew 

members to the space station, and has once again 

allowed U.S. astronauts and private citizens to 

launch from American soil.  

Credit NASA. 

NASA 

https://www.nasa.gov/content/nasa-releases-cots-final-report/
https://www.nasa.gov/content/nasa-releases-cots-final-report/
https://www.nasa.gov/press/2014/september/nasa-chooses-american-companies-to-transport-us-astronauts-to-international/
https://www.nasa.gov/press/2014/september/nasa-chooses-american-companies-to-transport-us-astronauts-to-international/
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NASA, Australia Sign Agreement to Add 
Rover to Future Moon Mission 

 
International and commercial partnerships are a 

critical component of NASA’s long-term plans 

on and around the Moon under the Artemis 

program. The agency recently signed a new 

agreement with the Australian Space Agency that 

will further support human and robotic lunar 

operations for both countries. As part of the 

agreement, a consortium of Australian businesses 

and research organizations will develop a small 

rover that can operate on the lunar surface. The 

rover would have the ability to pick up and 

transfer lunar regolith (broken rock and dust) to a 

NASA-operated in-situ resource utilization 

(ISRU) system on a commercial lunar lander. 

Such a rover could fly to the Moon as early as 

2026. “This agreement will serve to strengthen 

the longtime relationship between the United 

States and Australia in areas related to space 

exploration – a relationship that goes back more 

than half a century to the days of the Apollo 

program,” said NASA Administrator Bill Nelson. 

“By working together with the Australian Space 

Agency and our partners around the world, 

NASA will uncover more discoveries and 

accomplish more research through the Artemis 

program.” The agreement will be supported 

under the Australian government’s $150 million 

Moon to Mars initiative, announced at a 2019 

event at NASA Headquarters featuring 

Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison. It will 

have applications supporting human exploration 

and science missions for both agencies. Australia 

is particularly focused on field robotic systems 

and sensing, resource technologies, and planetary 

science that could provide a long-term 

contribution to future space exploration 

activities. which are going to be central to setting 

up a sustainable presence on the Moon and 

eventually supporting human exploration of 

Mars,”  

Credits: NASA 

Icy ‘Glue’ May Control Pace of Antarctic Ice-
Shelf Breakup 

As the ice-and-snow rubble known as mélange 

melts in Antarctica’s ice shelves, rifts can grow 

and icebergs break off even in the brutal cold of 

winter. Researchers at NASA’s Jet Propulsion 

Laboratory in Southern California and the 

University of California, Irvine, have discovered 

an ice process that may have caused a Delaware-

size iceberg to break off Antarctica’s immense 

Larsen C ice shelf in the Southern Hemisphere 

winter of 2017. The finding that mélange a 

mixture of windblown snow, iceberg bits, and sea 

ice lodged in and around ice shelves – is critical 

in holding ice shelves together implies that the 

these ice shelves may break up even faster than 

scientists had expected due to rising air 

temperatures. Ice shelves, the floating tongues of 

glaciers that extend over the ocean, slow the rate 

at which Antarctica’s glaciers contribute to 

global sea level rise. As a glacier’s ice shelf flows 

out over the Southern Ocean, it eventually snags 

on an island, undersea ridge, or the wall of the 

bay that encloses the glacier. The snag slows the 

glacier’s forward movement in the same way a 

highway accident slows down the traffic behind 

it except that an ice-shelf snag can hold back the 

flow of ice into the sea for thousands of years. But 

in recent decades, ice shelves in the Antarctic 

Peninsula have been moving and disintegrating 

more rapidly. Cracks deepen into rifts that cut 

through the shelf from top to bottom and widen 

across, finally releasing icebergs into the ocean. 

If this process continues until enough of an ice 

shelf breaks off (as with Larsen B in 2002), the 

glaciers that the shelf was holding back begin 

flowing more rapidly from the land into the sea. 

This increases the rate of sea level rise. Climate 

warming is the underlying cause for this change 

of ice-shelf behavior, because it has raised the 

temperatures of both the air above and the ocean 

water beneath the glaciers.  Credits: NASA 

NASA 

https://www.nasa.gov/sites/default/files/thumbnails/image/virtual_backgrounds_-_large_moon_and_mars_0.jpeg
https://www.nasa.gov/sites/default/files/thumbnails/image/main-antarctic-melange-1041.jpg
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International Day of the Girl Child 

 

Girls’ education must be one of our priorities, because to a great extent the peace and prosperity 

of our world depend upon it.’ That message, conveyed by UNESCO Director-General Audrey 

Azoulay on the occasion of the International Day of the Girl Child, sums up the significance of 

the day by empowering girls through equal access to education, we are not only fulfilling a 

fundamental human rights obligation, but girls’ and women’s contributions in turn build a better 

world for all of us. Credit UNESCO 

 

 

For any information on Vandu Net Amateur Radio contact Mr. Kanappan +91-9094025179 
 

Our sincere thanks to all copyright owners. Credits to all the respective Copyright owners. 
 

Communication Address: 

Mantra-Media Centre, No-99, Luz Church Road, 

Mylapore, Chennai 600004. 

 

The Voice of Mentor, October- 2021         Page 20 

Owned, edited and published by A.M. Dorai, from 6, Brindavan street, B8, Brindavan Apartments, 

Mylapore, Chennai-600004 and printed by him at Sree KRR Press, Located at No.19/7, Aziz Mulk 2nd 

Street, Thousand Lights, Chennai-600006. Editor-A.M. Dorai. 


