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Uyghurs urge International Olympic
Committee to cancel Beijing 2022 Olympics

The World Uyghur Congress, a human rights
group, has urged International Olympic
Committee’s ethics commission to personally
make a ruling on a complaint the group filed to
move the 2022 Winter Olympics from Beijing,
The Hill reported. The rights group that
represents Uyghurs Muslims in China, has filed a
complaint with the Olympic committee’s ethics
commission in August 2020 requesting the
organisation to reconsider holding the 2022
Olympics in China due to “verifiable evidence of
genocide and crimes against humanity taking
place against the Uyghur and other Turkic
Muslims by the People’s Republic of China.” “It
is vital that ethical issues are handled with
transparency, independence, and fairness,”
Michael Polak, a London-based international
human rights lawyer and head of Lawyers for
Uyghur Rights, said in a statement. “I was
shocked at the scant response to our original
lengthy and evidence-based complaint, which
was to simply refer us back to the IOC Executive
Committee, the very subject of our ethical
complaint,” Polak said. He said the ban should
act immediately or “risk the integrity of the
Olympic’s ethics procedures.” Ban was
appointed to lead the ethics commission in 2017.
There have been growing calls for a boycott of
the Beijing Winter Olympics in February next
year. After Beijing imposed the national security
law on Hong Kong in July last year, calls for a
boycott of the 2022 Winter Olympics in Beijing
began. Those boycott calls have increased as
criticism has intensified, South China Morning
Post reported. As part of its vote on the Xinjiang
genocide, the Canadian parliament called for
exploring moving the Winter Olympics, a
proposal that Beijing fiercely rejected. China will
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“seriously sanction” any country that boycotts the
Beijing Olympics, the editor of the nationalist
tabloid the Global Times warned. China has been
rebuked globally for cracking down on Uyghur
Muslims by sending them to mass detention
camps, interfering in their religious activities and
sending members of the community to undergo
some form of forcible re-education or
indoctrination. Beijing, on the other hand, has
vehemently denied that it is engaged in human
rights abuses against the Uyghurs in Xinjiang
while reports from journalists, NGOs and former
detainees have surfaced, highlighting the Chinese
Communist Party’s brutal crackdown on the
ethnic community. In the US, the previous Trump
administration determined that China has
committed genocide against Muslim Uyghurs
and other ethnic and religious minority groups in
Xinjiang and said that the Chinese Communist
Party (CCP) must be held accountable for its acts
against humanity. Last month, Canada becomes
the second country to declare China’s treatment
of its Uyghur minority population a genocide.
Late February, the Netherlands Parliament
passed a motion saying the Chinese treatment of
the Uyghur minority is a “genocide”. The
Netherlands became the first European country to
take such a move. The motion, which is
nonbinding, could encourage other European
parliaments to advance similar statements,
Politico reported.
credit ANI

Indian Navy Ships to visit Bangladesh to
mark 50th anniversary of 1971 Liberation
war

As part of the ‘Swarnim Vijay Varsh’ celebration
commemorating 50 years of the 1971 war
triumph against Pakistan, Indian Naval Ships are
scheduled to make the first-ever visit to the
historic port town of Mongla in Bangladesh from
March 8 to 10. According to an official release,
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Indian Naval Ships Sumedha, an indigenously
build Offshore Patrol vessel and Kulish, an
indigenously built guided missile corvette, are
scheduled to make a port call at Mongla from
March 8 to 10 to commemorate the ongoing
Swarnim Vijay Varsh and reiterating the historic
Indo-Bangladeshi friendship. “This is the first
time that any Indian Naval Ship is visiting the
port of Mongla in Bangladesh and the visit is
aimed at paying homage to the Bangladeshi and
Indian combatants and citizens who laid down
their lives during the Liberation War of 1971, and
reiterate India’s firm resolve and commitment to
maintain peace, stability and good order in the
region, in line with SAGAR Security and Growth
for all in the Region, as articulated by the Prime
Minister of India,” the statement read. On behalf
of the Chief of Naval Staff, the Commanding
Officers of the ships will call on the senior
Bangladesh Navy hierarchy to reaffirm the Indian
Navy’s solidarity and partnership with
Bangladesh. Following all COVID-19 protocols,
the ships’ crew will participate in professional
and cultural exchanges as well as friendly sports
fixtures with their counterparts in the Bangladesh
Navy, further enhancing synergy between the two
navies, the statement added. On Thursday,
External Affairs Minister (EAM) S Jaishankar
embarked on his official visit to Dhaka to prepare
the ground for Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
upcoming visit to Bangladesh, wherein he held
talks with his counterpart on the progress of
bilateral ties. This will be PM Modi’s first foreign
trip in over a year mainly because of the COVID19 pandemic. India and Bangladesh are
celebrating 50 years of the liberation war in
which the Pakistan Army was thrown out of
Bangladesh and 90,000 of their troops were made
to surrender. Meanwhile, a number of events are
being organised by both countries to celebrate the
50th anniversary of the decisive war. credit ANI

French billionaire MP Olivier Dassault killed
in helicopter crash
Paris [France], March 8 (ANI): French billionaire
and member of Parliament Olivier Dassault died
on Sunday in a helicopter crash. Citing French
local media, DW News Agency reported that the
69-year-old, a lawmaker with the center-right
Republicans party, was killed in Calavdos in
Normandy, northern France. On Friday, he was
seen in a public engagement in Beauvais near
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Paris with Prime Minister Jean Castex and
Interior Minister Gerard Darmanin. French

President Emmanuel Macron took to Twitter to
pay his tributes stating that Dassault “never
ceased to serve our country, to value its assets.
His sudden death is a great loss.” Dassault, was
the eldest son of billionaire industrialist Serge
Dassault, whose group builds the Rafale
warplanes and owns Le Figaro newspaper. Since
2002 he was the lawmaker for the conservative
Les Republicains party and along with his two
brothers and sister was heir to the family fortune.
His grandfather Marcel, an aeronautical engineer
and celebrated inventor developed a propeller
used in French planes during World War I, which
went on to become a business empire .credit ANI

China’s rebounding defense budget
marches on

China announced its 2021 defense budget in the
fourth session of the 13th National People’s
Congress in Beijing. The result? A significant
increase in military spending compared to a year
ago, even while most other countries in the world
are diverting funds into COVID-19 relief and
bolstering their struggling economies. China’s
Ministry of Finance revealed on 5 March that the
2021 defense budget would rise to CNY 1.355
trillion (USD 209.4 billion), equating to a 6.8 per
cent increase from last year. This firmly
entrenches China as having the second-highest
defense budget in the world behind the USA,
though Beijing still spends less than a third of
what the USA does on defense. Nonetheless, to
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put it in perspective, current Chinese military
spending is greater than that of India, Japan,
Russia, South Korea and Taiwan combined. It
also reverses a gradual slowdown in percentage
growth over recent years. Indeed, the figure of 6.8
per cent represents an increase over 2020’s
growth of 6.6 per cent (total budget of CNY1.268
trillion), which was actually the lowest
percentage rise since 1991.The Center for
Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) in the
USA summarized: “Given that China’s defense
budget has grown each year for decades, the
increase in the 2021 defense budget is hardly
surprising. The others occurred in 2014 and
2018. If the current rate of growth of 6-7 per cent
per annum continues, China’s official military
expenditure will breach CNY 2 trillion (USD 309
billion) by 2024. CSIS added: “Spending on the
military as a share of overall national government
spending will rise from 5.1 per cent in 2020 to 5.4
per cent in 2021 – the highest in several years.”
credit ANI

Governments must also take concrete
actions to level playing field for women: Gita
Gopinath

Noting that governments must take concrete
actions to level the playing field for women,
Chief Economist of the International Monetary
Fund Gita Gopinath has said that in many regions
of the world, a key obstacle to women’s
empowerment are outdated legal, regulatory and
institutional impediments. Delivering the
inaugural Dr Hansa Mehta Lecture at United
Nations marking the International Women’s Day,
“We are meeting amidst a global health and
economic crisis which threatens to roll back years
of hard-won economic and social gains for
women.
Women
have
been
affected
disproportionately by the pandemic because they
work predominantly in sectors such as restaurants
and hospitality that have been hit hardest by the
lockdowns, and as the main caregivers at home,
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they have had to drop out of the labour market as
schools remained closed,” she said. “Our
research has shown that if women were to
participate in the labour force to the same extent
as men, national income could increase
significantly,” she added. Noting that women
globally account for less than 20 per cent of board
seats in banks and banking supervision agencies,
and account for fewer than two per cent of bank
CEOs, “Governments must also take concrete
actions to level the playing field for women. In
many regions of the world, a key obstacle to
women’s empowerment are outdated legal,
regulatory and institutional impediments–all of
which are in the hands of governments to
reform,” Gopinath said. The IMF Chief
Economist said it is estimated that in developing
countries, 70 per cent of women-owned
businesses are under-served by financial
institutions, as a result of which women
entrepreneurs run smaller enterprises, earn less
than male peers and are more likely to fail. “This
is a financing gap as well as a lost business
opportunity, in which the financial industry can
step up to aid women’s financial inclusion. “Yet
women have been hit disproportionately hard by
this crisis, and we still have a distance to go to get
to gender equality. While much remains to be
done, I am confident we will continue to make
important progress towards the empowerment of
women everywhere in the world.” Dr Hansa
Mehta was an Indian freedom fighter, an
educator, a policymaker, and a champion of
women’s rights. credit ANI

Quad members plan to hold first summit this
month

The leaders of the Quadrilateral Security
Dialogue (Quad) countries Japan, United States,
Australia and India plan to hold a teleconference
as early as mid-March, Kyodo News reported
citing sources as saying on Friday (local time).
Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga, US
President Joe Biden, Australian Prime Minister
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Scott Morrison and Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi are also expected to discuss the
fair distribution of COVID-19 vaccines and
efforts to tackle climate change, the sources said.
It would be the first summit involving members
of Quad, a framework that was initially formed in
response to the 2004 Indian Ocean earthquake
and tsunami but now mainly focuses on regional
security, the report saidChina has criticised the
framework as an Asian version of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization seeking to
undermine its legitimate rise. credit ANI

White House says closely following
Microsoft email breach by Chinese hackers

The US government said it is closely following
the breach of a Microsoft email application
reportedly carried out by Chinese hackers, calling
it an “active threat” with a “large number” of
victims. “This is a significant vulnerability that
could have far-reaching impacts. First and
foremost, this is an active threat,” The Hille
quoted White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki as
saying. Microsoft said earlier this week that the
flaw was being used by a Chinese state-sponsored
hacking group to target a variety of organizations.
Cybersecurity group FireEye said in a blog post
late Thursday night that hackers had been in at
least one client’s system since January, and that
they had gone after “US-based retailers, local
governments, a university, and an engineering
firm,” along with a Southeast Asian government
and a Central Asian telecom group. While Psaki
declined to comment Friday on whether any
federal agencies were compromised, she urged
network operators to “consider if they have
already been compromised” and if so to “take
appropriate steps.” “We are still looking closely
at what happened and the next steps that need to
be taken,” Psaki added. Microsoft alleged earlier
this week that the Chinese hacking group known
as “Hafnium” was responsible for exploiting the
vulnerabilities. credit ANI
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40 overseas scholars awarded India Science
and Research Fellowship

As many as Forty scholars from six countries
have been awarded fellowship to carry out their
research in Indian Institutes and Universities by
the Government of India. According to a Science
& Technology ministry statement, these scholars
have been selected based on research proposal,
experience, academic merit and publication
record and recommended for the award of India
Science and Research Fellowship (ISRF) 2021.
“As a part of India’s initiatives to engage with
neighbouring countries to develop S&T
partnerships, the Department of Science and
Technology (DST), Govert. of India has launched
ISRF Programme for Afghanistan, Bangladesh,
Bhutan, Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka,
Thailand researchers to work in Indian
Universities and Research Institutions,” the
ministry said. The ISRF has been implemented
since 2015, and as of now, five calls have been
announced in this programme with the
participation of young researchers from these
countries. About 128 fellows from these
countries have been awarded fellowship under
this programme. A number of quality research
papers have been published by awardees during
the ISRF calls from 2015-2019, and fellows also
participated in various conferences/symposiums
of their relevant fields, as per the ministry. “ISRF
programme has provided an opportunity to the
young researchers from neighbouring countries
to get access to the state of art facilities available
in the Indian institutes/universities. This
fellowship is a platform to establish research
cooperation with neighbouring countries of India,
which is one of the mandates of DST’s
International
Science
and
Technology
Cooperation,” it added. No fellowships were
awarded last year because of the coronavirus
pandemic. credit ANI
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Harnessing AI to deliver content in local
languages across India

Internet use is skyrocketing in rural India, thanks
to more affordable smartphones, some of the
cheapest mobile data rates in the world, and a
steady supply of online videos to consume. Nine
of every ten new Internet users are expected to be
speakers of at least one of India’s local languages,
which number in the hundreds. Technology
company VerSe Innovation is betting on artificial
intelligence (AI) innovation and rising demand
for localization to help them bridge the country’s
digital – and linguistic – divides. The company
claims to be India's first “unicorn” in local
languages technology, reaching a valuation of 1
billion USD after raising the equivalent of 200
million USD from investors. Its Dailyhunt news
aggregator serves over 300 million users with
content in 14 local languages, while its new Josh
short video app, one of many to launch in the
country after a ban on Tik Tok last year, supports
12 languages. Josh draws over 85 million
monthly active users, according to VerSe. Mobile
content creation "Mobile is the Internet, and the
Internet is mobile," says Dailyhunt co-founder
Umang Bedi, who points to a major shift in
India’s mobile internet landscape when mobile
phones evolved from consumption to content
creation devices. "The second big shift that we’ve
seen is the smartphone becoming the primary
entertainment device. And as as speed and
content proliferate, attention spans get shorter
and shorter." COVID-19 has also fast-tracked the
penetration of mobile devices across age groups
in the country, says another founder, CEO
Virendra Gupta. Along with satisfying user
demand for discovery and instant gratification,
the company believes in the enabling power of
local languages. "One billion people speak, read
and write in India’s local languages, Gupta says.
“That is how they want to consume information."
The numbers of people speaking Marathi (83
million), Telugu (81 million), and Tamil (69
million) are higher than the entire populations of
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Turkey, France, and the United Kingdom
respectively, one report observes. When VerSe
started up nearly 15 years ago, local languages
were difficult or impossible to use online. "A
local language font would not be rendered on a
mobile phone because it was not a Unicode
format as per global standards," Gupta recalls.
“But the Internet should not be created just for
English-speaking users.” credit ITU

Connected conservation: Here's how
technology can help protect natural habitats

Naleku and Roho spend a lot of time squabbling
with each other on Instagram. The two young
friends from East Africa are orphan elephants,
among the youngest in the care of the Sheldrick
Wildlife Trust. The Trust, which runs an elephant
rescue and rehabilitation programme, uses its
social media account to raise awareness about the
disappearance of wildlife habitats. This includes
sharing the stories of the elephants with its
840,000 followers. Bondeni the orphan elephant
joined the Nursery herd in Nairobi, Kenya in
September 2020. Image credit: Mia Collis via
Sheldrick Wildlife Trust Instagram is only one
way to build a community that cares about
wildlife conservation. With the world’s wildlife
facing unprecedented threats, digital technologies
are being deployed to protect animals and their
habitats in innovative ways. forest species and
ecosystem services are closely linked to the lives
and livelihoods of people around the globe.
World Wildlife Day 2021, with the theme of
“Forests and Livelihoods: Sustaining People and
Planet”, reflects these crucial linkages.AI and IoT
against poachers Frontier technologies like AI
have proven important to stay ahead of poachers
and curb wildlife crimes.
credit ITU
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ITU marks International Women's Day

Today is International Women’s Day, and
the theme this year is Women in leadership:
Never before has the need for women to take on
a leadership role in creating a more just and equal
digital future been more important. It is one of the
explicit goals of Network of Women @WTDC,
an initiative launched by the International
Telecommunication Union (ITU) to help women
assume leadership roles in the lead-up to the 2021
World
Telecommunication
Development
Conference (WTDC-21). 2021 will be an
important year for gender equality at ITU. On 22
April, we will celebrate the 10th anniversary
of International Girls in ICT Day. To mark this
milestone, ITU has activities planned for a 10day worldwide celebration, reflecting a yearround commitment to the next generation of
women in tech, who will help shape the global
future. credit ITU

Radio’s key role in crisis and emergency
situations

Many people compare the pandemic we are still
experiencing to a world war; millions affected,
global involvement, and new kinds of crises and
emergencies. Across the world we are having to
reconsider our priorities and needs. What was
once considered essential in many places has
become unavailable. Lockdowns are still in place
in many countries, intensifying our human need
for proximity and social contact. Long-distance
travel is practically forbidden, and a large part of
industrial activity has stalled. Amid a global
pandemic, radio is showing its flexible ease of
use for everyone. Meeting new challenges To
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meet these new challenges, radio broadcasters
have had to reinvent the way they produce their
content. The limits imposed by the virus, such as
physical distance and the need for personal
protective equipment (PPE), have added a layer
of complexity to the production chain and to the
management of broadcast studios, productions,
and facilities. In many cases, radio programmes
produced in different places have needed
reassembling before broadcast. This has also
been the case during live events where field
journalists have often had todo their job from
home. Fortunately, the shift to remote production
and contribution has long been anticipated by
many broadcasters. Recent years have seen many
projects devoted to creating tools to liberate
journalists and other content producers from their
offices and studios. The ability to be where the
story is more rapidly, or to reach out to isolated
communities more easily, has been of vital
importance to public service broadcasters and
others. For example, low-cost and lightweight
backpacks that allow journalists to immediately
connect to the studio wherever there is viable
mobile connectivity have ensured radio’s
resilience for trusted news gathering despite the
emergence
of
social-media
platforms.
Broadcasters banding together Radio studios
themselves
have
become
increasingly
decentralized, with the possibility of coordinating
and producing programmes equally well
wherever the contributors are — potentially not
even in the same location. The major challenge
for radio during the current global crisis that
began in 2020 was that a three-to-five-year
strategy needed to be implemented within a
matter of weeks. Creating a consistent
environment for large numbers of producers,
working from their own homes, brought both
technological and logistical challenges. Working
through the European Broadcasting Union
(EBU), in exchanging best practice, collaborating
on projects, and lending expertise and resources,
public service broadcasters in Europe were able
to easily identify what worked, and what wasn’t
working quite so well — rapidly iterating through
the challenges to find solutions that could be
more widely applied. In this sense, the real value
of broadcasters working together for the benefit
of their audiences and wider society is clear.
credit ITU
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A new decade for digital foreign policy

More than ever, technology is making its way to
the top of governments’ political agendas. One
need only look at the increasing number of
countries appointing national tech ambassadors.
These changes underline how different the
current decade will be from the previous one -not only because cyberspace has found a much
wider audience in the era of COVID-19, but also
because technologies and social media are
moving fast, amplifying privacy and security
concerns. Local authorities are facing challenges
and pressure from the empowered public and
powerful business owners. Making markets work
for all partners has become more difficult,
especially at the national level. A shifting
landscape Developments in the digital
technology and policy landscape have shifted to
the international arena. People coming to ITU
meetings are no longer only technical experts
from ICT ministries, as was the case more than a
decade ago. In recent years, we have also
welcomed people who are engaged in digital
foreign policy and those in other ministries, such
as finance, education, health, and others. Policy
makers and regulators need to recognize that the
technology trends we are witnessing will affect
developing and least developed countries
differently from developed countries. A call to
diplomats Diplomats have a crucial role to play. I
invite them to rethink the positioning of
broadband deployment at the global level.
Broadband is as critical as health, clean water,
electricity, and other infrastructure. Countries
need to collaborate on these issues, to develop
global ICT strategies that stimulate more
innovation and investment in ICTs, and
especially infrastructure investments. This also
requires ministers responsible for different
sectors of the economy to come together under a
whole-of-government approach. credit ITU
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Space science for achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals

Space assets and technologies can be used to
support most, if not all, the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Data
from Earth-observation satellites play a key role
in most of the seventeen SDGs to help monitor
targets, plan and track progress, and help
countries and organizations make well-informed
decisions as they work towards SDG objectives
to improve daily life on our planet. Satellite data,
images and information provide useful insights
into tackling some of the major global
development challenges including providing
food security, reducing the risk of disasters,
preventing humanitarian crises, monitoring
natural resources, and reducing poverty. A recent
report by the United Nations Office for Outer
Space Affairs made the following observation,
“For the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development to be successful, the use of space
services shall become the norm. A global
partnership is needed to ensure that countries are
fully aware of the potential of space to implement
and monitor the SDGs, and to ensure that the
needs of all countries are taken into account,
reducing existing gaps, when designing and
operating new space-based infrastructure.”
Ground-breaking advances in communication
technology Since the launch of the first satellite
in 1957, we have witnessed ground-breaking
advances in satellite design, manufacturing and
launch
service
capabilities
providing
immeasurable
opportunities
for
Earth
observation, weather forecasting, remote sensing,
global positioning systems, satellite television,
mobile communication systems and many others.
credit ITU
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UN
Women peacekeepers a ‘powerful image for
girls in remote villages

indigenous struggle for land rights

Deputy Inspector Martina de Maria Sandoval
Linares, from El Salvador always wanted to help
others. Now, working as a UN Police officer, she
has found her vocation, far from home in South
Sudan. Ms. Linares, whose eight-year-old
daughter and family are back in El Salvador, told
UN News why the job is so rewarding, despite the
sacrifices she makes. “This is my first posting
with the UN Police Force, known as UNPOL. I
arrived in South Sudan in December 2019 to
work in the UN peacekeeping mission, UNMISS.
I am part of the assessment team office, collecting
and analyzing information on any serious
incidents that take place in the IDP (internally
displaced persons) camp in Juba, the country's
capital. We are here to protect them and ensure
that the security situation within the camp
remains stable. I am very proud of the team I
work with. It has not been easy, but because we
come from so many different countries, we
shared our police experiences to ensure a smooth
operation. Women inspire peace Keeping the
peace can be difficult: you will learn to live in
distant lands with people you do not know, you
will have to overcome many obstacles and take
risks, but it will change your life in a way you
have never imagined. I think the greatest impact
we have as women peacekeepers is that we
inspire young women and girls to think about
being like us. They see us leading a life of service,
of commitment to a cause that is greater than the
individual. What a woman peacekeeper
represents for a girl in a remote village is very
powerful, it shows that they can follow their
dreams, and they don’t need to limit themselves.
credit UN

Although the world’s indigenous peoples live in
areas that contain around 80 per cent of the
planet’s biodiversity, many still struggle to
maintain their legal rights to lands, territories and
resources, according to a new UN report The
latest edition of the State of the World’s
Indigenous People report examines challenges
communities face in asserting their rights to
lands, whether in the context of agribusiness,
extractive industries, development, conservation
and tourism. “Ensuring the collective rights of
indigenous peoples to lands, territories and
resources is not only for their well-being, but also
for addressing some of the most pressing global
challenges such as climate change and
environmental degradation”, said Elliott Harris,
the UN’s Chief Economist, speaking at the virtual
launch in New York. Custodians of the Earth
Their traditional knowledge of the land, and
territorial rights, are gaining wider recognition as
countries confront the impacts of climate
change. Just over five years ago, Governments
adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, which lays out a roadmap to a safer
and equitable future for all people and the planet
through the Sustainable Development Goals
Although the 17 SDGs address key indigenous
concerns, they still fall short in some respects,
Mr. Harris told journalists. “For example,
the 2030 Agenda does not fully recognize
collective rights in relation to lands and
resources, or to health, education, culture and
ways of living”, he said. “And yet, collective
rights lie at the very heart of indigenous
communities.” Land conflicts on the rise Mr.
Harris outlined other serious challenges, noting
that in many parts of the world, indigenous
peoples’ rights to lands, territories and resources
remain limited or unrecognized. Even where
there is legal support, implementation is
frequently stalled or inconsistent. credit UN

The Voice of Mentor, MAR 2021

Page 10

UN
Disaster preparedness is key, 10 years on
from Japan quake and tsunami

the course of 58 recorded instances, according o
UN figures. credit UN

Climate triggers

The UN chief urged countries to make sure they
invest the funds necessary to prevent and manage
disasters, in a solemn message of remembrance
on Wednesday for the 18,400 people who died or
are unaccounted for, due to the earthquake and
tsunami that struck Japan exactly ten years ago.
Known officially as the Great East Japan
Earthquake and Tsunami, António Guterres
expressed his condolences, “to those who
continue to grieve the loss of loved ones. “And I
think of those who remain displaced, unable to
return to their homes because of safety concerns
surrounding the destroyed Fukushima Daiichi
nuclear power plant”, added the SecretaryGeneral. He welcomed the findings of a UN
report published on Tuesday, from the UN
Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic
Radiation (UNSCEAR), which concluded that no
adverse health affects among residents of
Fukushima had been found that could be directly
attributed to radiation exposure. Mr. Guterres
noted that Japan was “leading the world when it
comes to disaster prevention” saying the country
has invested heavily in building back safer in the
past decade. He described the Sendai Framework
for Disaster Risk Reduction, adopted six years
ago, as a “global blueprint for a safer world”, and
argued that to prevent and manage disasters more
effectively, “countries need to plan, invest, give
early warnings and provide education on what to
do." ‘Never been so important’ “The whole
notion of prevention and preparedness for a
tsunami has never been so important,” said Mami
Mizutori, In comments to mark the 10th
anniversary, Ms. Mizutori told journalists in
Geneva that the disaster had taught harsh lessons
about how to manage disaster risk. The
devastating surge on the northeastern coast of the
island of Honshu, led to the Fukushima nuclear
disaster. In the last century, tsunamis have
claimed more than a quarter of a million lives,
killing on average, around 4,600 per event, over
The Voice of Mentor, MAR 2021

Workers monitor the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear
Power Plant from the Emergency Response
Centre., by IAEA/Gill Tudor But Ms. Mizutori
warned that “disasters that are becoming much
more rampant are all those related to climate
emergency. And the number of climate
emergency disasters have doubled during the past
20 years compared to the previous 20 years.”
UNESCO's Intergovernmental Oceanographic
Commission (IOC) is “embarking on the very
important developments in the tsunami warnings
systems under a new campaign of the United
Nations,” said Dr. Vladimir Ryabinin, Executive
Secretary of the IOC-UNESCO. Recently, the
IOC carried out a tsunami-preparedness exercise
with the countries bordering the northeast
Atlantic, the Mediterranean and adjacent seas, to
assess tsunami preparedness and coordination
between communities and authorities. A similar
exercise is planned for 12 March in the
Caribbean. 'Tsunami ready' “We hope very much
that by the end of this decade 2030 we will have
all tsunami- prone communities; tsunami-ready
communities”, Dr. Ryabinin said. “They will
know what is to be done, they will be equipped
with the means to escape from tsunami and when
(a) tsunami strikes, they will evacuate and save
their lives.” It was equally important for people
to understand the role of science; to be ocean
literate, climate literate and disaster risk
reduction literate, the IOC spokesperson
maintained. Highlighting the importance of
education in ocean science in achieving progress
in this area, Dr. Ryabinin added that “every facet
of sustainable development, poverty, food,
energy, climate and many other sustainable
development goals, really if you think deeply,
depend on ocean science . credit UN
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UNESCO
Guerlain empower women and support
biodiversity through Women for Bees
programme

Ten women from five biosphere reserves will be
welcomed to a 30-day accelerated training course
at OFA’s Domaine de la Sainte-Baume
(Provence, France) every year. Over five years,
50 participants will learn the theoretical and
practical bases of beekeeping, including the
running of a professional apiary. At the end of the
training, participants will have acquired all the
protocols allowing them to sustain the life of their
bee colonies and to become fully professional
beekeeper-entrepreneurs, and members of an
international network of female beekeepers.
Focusing on the protection of bees, their welfare
and repopulation, as well as education on
bees, the programme aims to enable women’s
social emancipation through an expertise-driven
sustainable professional activity. It also aims to
contribute to the repopulation of bees, and to
raising awareness of their importance as
pollinators bearing in mind that animals play a
major part in the pollination of 90% of the
planet’s wild flowers. Because the role of women
in biodiversity management and decision-making
processes is not fully recognized, supporting and
promoting their contribution as agents of change
is essential and a global priority for UNESCO.
The Women for Bees programme not only
highlights our interdependency with other living
species, it also encourages women to be designers
of change, to create, educate and experiment with
sustainable beekeeping in UNESCO designated
Biosphere Reserves as a way of living on Earth in
harmony with other species. Such is the spirit of
our commitment to biodiversity, and the purpose
of our global partnership with LVMH*.
credit UNESCO
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UNESCO Forum on Biodiversity
Biodiversity is the living fabric of our planet. It
underpins human wellbeing in the present and in
the future, and its rapid decline threatens nature
and people alike. According to reports released in
2018 by the Intergovernmental Science-Policy
Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services
(IPBES), the main global drivers of biodiversity
loss are climate change, invasive species, overexploitation of natural resources, pollution and
urbanization.
Climate change and the erosion of biodiversity
are interdependent challenges. They both
contribute to the devastation of lives, ecosystems,
habitats and our natural and cultural heritage.
Their multifaceted impact takes the form of forest
fires, destruction of mangroves, and increased
ocean temperatures leading to coral bleaching.
These two phenomena are also responsible for
droughts, food shortages and forced migration,
causing serious health consequences as with the
COVID-19 crisis, and exacerbating poverty and
inequalities, which are obstacles to peace
worldwide.

UNESCO, as a laboratory of ideas and a guardian
organization of knowledge and know-how
respectful of biodiversity, has an important role
to play in helping to shape and fuel a dialogue on
environmental challenges and their implications,
both ethical and for peace in the world. This is the
goal of its Biodiversity Forum to be held online
on Wednesday March 24, 2021 from 1:00 p.m.
The year 2021 is also a crucial year for
Biodiversity, during which new objectives and
new commitments will be made for the coming
decade. UNESCO and all its partners will be
there. credit UNESCO
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WMO
Recognizing ‘historic tipping point’, UN
begins push towards more sustainable
energy future

A young woman in India piles cow dung, to be
dried for use as fuel for fire. Renewable energy is
“crucial for building a sustainable, prosperous
and peaceful future”, the UN chief said on
Wednesday, launching an accelerated drive for
clean energy and climate action. “Our challenge
is clear: to achieve net zero emissions by 2050,
the world must cut carbon emissions by at least
45 per cent below 2010 levels within the next
decade”, Leading up to an Energy Summit in
September, Mr. Guterres saw the dialogue as an
opportunity to “accelerate the deployment of
renewables globally and ensure that the
developing world has access to them”. Working
together Five Technical Working Groups will
prepare a global roadmap for achieving the
seventh Sustainable Development Goal (SDG 7);
affordable and clean energy for all by 2030 and
net-zero emissions by 2050. As energy
consumption accounts for three-quarters of all
greenhouse gas emissions, it will also contribute
to addressing the climate crisis. And in the
months ahead, the Global Champion Ministers
will galvanize voluntary energy compact
commitments towards achieving SDG 7, which
will align with countries’ plans committing them
to increasingly ambitious climate actions, or
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs),
and long-term climate goals under the 2015 Paris
Agreement. During this transition year, the cochair of the High-level Dialogue and Special
Representative for Sustainable Energy for
All upheld the need for bold action so no one is
left behind. “From powering health clinics to
creating new jobs, energy is at the heart of a
prosperous future for all”, said Damilola
Ogunbiyi, also a High-level Champion. “Faster
progress on SDG 7 will support climate action,
allow us to recover better from COVID-19 and
achieve our global goals.” Recommit to the
future In addition to environmental impacts, the
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continued use of solid cooking fuels indoors
cause over 1.6 million premature deaths a year,
most of them women and children, according to
the UN. From powering health clinics to creating
new jobs, energy is at the heart of a prosperous
future High-level Champion The global roadmap
and energy compacts push transitions away from
fossil fuels while helping some 800 million
people who have no access to electricity, and
nearly three billion who lack clean, modern
cooking and heating fuels. “The push this year on
sustainable energy, leading up to the large-scale
commitments we expect to be announced by
many stakeholders should help us take a giant
leap towards achieving SDG 7 by the 2030
deadline”, said Dialogue Secretary-General Liu
Zhenmin, who also heads the UN Department of
Economic and Social Affairs. credit WMO

First Person: Fighting for women’s financial
freedom

Disha project to empower women and create
livelihoods for women entrepreneurs in India.
Around the world, the opportunities for women
to lead successful, financially secure lives are
being limited by government legislation,
company policies and deep-rooted misogyny.
The UN is leading efforts to give women more
access to digital financial tools, seen as essential
to playing a full part in the global economy. In
her role as a senior advisor at the UN Capital
Development Fund which makes public and
private finance work for the world’s poorest
people, Nandini Harihareswara focuses on
ensuring that more women are able to take
advantage of digital finance, as a means of lifting
them out of poverty. Ms. Harihareswara spoke to
UN News ahead of an online panel discussion,
involving UNCDF, The World Bank and other
partners, promoting financial equality for
women, and International Women’s Day, both
held on 8 March. “I would describe myself as a
digital finance and inclusive digital economies
professional who really cares about making sure
the benefits of digital reach women. I come from
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a lower-middle class income immigrant family
and I am first generation Indian-American. I grew
up on a budget. But my dreams always bridged
the two countries that defined my identity, the
United States and India. credit WMO

Commemorating 20 years since the
destruction of two Buddhas of Bamiyan,
Afghanistan
Afghanistan are a perpetual reminder of our duty
to protect cultural heritage, and what future
generations stand to lose if we do not. Today,
these niches are inscribed on the World Heritage
List as part of the “Cultural Landscape and

cultures a nd peoples. In 2003, the Cultural
Landscape and Archaeological Remains of the
Bamiyan Valley was inscribed simultaneously on
the World Heritage List and the List of World
Heritage in Danger, in light of the extreme
fragility of the niches, the lack of a management
framework, and concerns over safety and
security. Since then, thanks to solid and lasting
international cooperation, more than USD$27
million have been invested in the conservation
and stabilization of the Bamiyan World Heritage
property,
the
empowerment
of
local
communities, the revitalization of intangible
cultural heritage, and the construction of a
Cultural Centre for Bamiyan dedicated to
creativity, among other activities. International
credit WMO

New study shows socio-economic benefits of
weather observations

Archaeological Remains of the Bamiyan Valley”
World Heritage property. Although the
destruction of heritage and the plundering of
artefacts has taken place since antiquity, the
unesco destruction of the two Buddhas of
Bamiyan The tragic destruction of the Buddhas
of Bamiyan in March 2001, which was broadcast
across the globe, led to a global recognition of the
need to protect cultural heritage at risk. The
empty niches of the giant Buddhas in the
Bamiyan Valley of represented an important
turning point for the international community. A
deliberate act of destruction, motivated by an
extremist ideology that aimed to destroy culture,
identity and history, the loss of the Buddhas
revealed how the destruction of heritage could be
used as a weapon against local populations. It
highlighted the close links between heritage
safeguarding and the well-being of people and
communities. It reminded us that defending
cultural diversity is not a luxury, but rather
fundamental to building more peaceful societies.
Since the destruction of the Buddhas of Bamiyan,
the Afghan authorities and the international
community, including UNESCO, have worked
tirelessly to safeguard the rich cultural and
natural heritage of Afghanistan, which testifies to
millennia of exchanges between different
The Voice of Mentor, MAR 2021

Behind every weather forecast, every early
warning of life-threatening hazards, and every
long-term climate change projection are
observational data. A new report published by the
World Bank, produced in collaboration with the
World Meteorological Organization and the Met
Office (UK), estimates improving the collection
and international exchange of surface-based
observational data will deliver additional
socioeconomic benefits worth more than US $5
billion a year. This is a conservative estimate and
does not include the huge non-monetary benefits
such as potential lives saved and improvements
to well-being, particularly for developing
countries. In their report, lead author Daniel Kull
from the World Bank and his co-authors argue
that “In view of the growing climate- and
weather-related challenges facing humanity
surface-based observations should be treated as a
critical public good”. Whilst satellites are
becoming increasingly important, this does not
diminish the need for reliable and accessible
Page 14
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surface-based
observations.
Lars
Peter
Riishojgaard from WMO, one of the co-authors
of the report, points out that there are big gaps in
the ground-based observing network in particular
in Least Developed Countries (LDCs) and Small
Island Developing States (SIDS), and that these
gaps reduce the quality and accuracy of
numerical weather prediction products, which
form the basis of most weather and climate
forecasts, early warnings and related services for
decision-making on a day-to-day basis. The
report estimates that highly weather-sensitive
sectors such as agriculture, energy, transport and
construction and disaster risk management can
benefit by over US $160 billion per year from
potential improvements in weather forecasting
capabilities that would be within reach given our
current state of scientific knowledge and our
technology. Several regions have severe gaps in
the basic weather and climate observing systems,
especially African, some Latin American, Pacific
and Caribbean Island states. This has a major
negative impact on the reliability of the early
warning services in those areas, but also
worldwide. credit WMO

Earth’s global average surface temperature
in 2020 tied with 2016 as the warmest year
on record, according to an analysis by NASA.

Continuing the planet’s long-term warming
trend, the year’s globally averaged temperature
was 1.84 degrees Fahrenheit (1.02 degrees
Celsius) warmer than the baseline 1951-1980
mean, according to scientists at NASA’s Goddard
Institute for Space Studies (GISS) in New York.
2020 edged out 2016 by a very small amount,
within the margin of error of the analysis, making
the years effectively tied for the warmest year on
record. “The last seven years have been the
warmest seven years on record, typifying the
ongoing and dramatic warming trend,” said GISS
The Voice of Mentor, MAR 2021

Director Gavin Schmidt. “Whether one year is a
record or not is not really that important the
important things are long-term trends. With these
trends, and as the human impact on the climate
increases, we have to expect that records will
continue to be broken.” A Warming, Changing
World Tracking global temperature trends
provides a critical indicator of the impact of
human activities specifically, greenhouse gas
emissions on our planet. Earth's average
temperature has risen more than 2 degrees
Fahrenheit (1.2 degrees Celsius) since the late
19th century. Rising temperatures are causing
phenomena such as loss of sea ice and ice sheet
mass, sea level rise, longer and more intense heat
waves, and shifts in plant and animal habitats.
Understanding such long-term climate trends is
essential for the safety and quality of human life,
allowing humans to adapt to the changing
environment in ways such as planting different
crops, managing our water resources and
preparing for extreme weather events. Ranking
the Records A separate, independent analysis by
the National
Oceanic
and
Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) concluded that 2020
was the second-warmest year in their record,
behind 2016. NOAA scientists use much of the
same raw temperature data in their analysis, but
have a different baseline period (1901-2000) and
methodology. Unlike NASA, NOAA also does
not infer temperatures in polar regions lacking
observations, which accounts for much of the
difference between NASA and NOAA records.
Like all scientific data, these temperature
findings contain a small amount of uncertainty in
this case, mainly due to changes in weather
station locations and temperature measurement
methods over time. The GISS temperature
analysis (GISTEMP) is accurate to within 0.1
degrees Fahrenheit with a 95 percent confidence
level for the most recent period. credit WMO
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NASA
Economics of Nature: Mapping Liberia’s
Ecosystems to Understand Their Value

Conservation scientist Trond Larsen and his team
trekked through a remote forest in Liberia,
recording the plants, animals, and insects that
they saw. They noted whether the forest was
intact or degraded. Far above their heads,
NASA’s Earth-observing satellites collected data
about the terrain as the satellites continued their
well-travelled orbits over Africa. The data
collected by the team and the satellites will be
used by the Liberian government and the global
non-profit Conservation International to factor
the country’s natural resources and ecosystems
into its economic planning. This process is
known as ecosystem accounting and helps to
meet the standards outlined in the United
Nation’s System of Environmental-Economic
Accounting (SEEA). This project supports the
goals of the Gaborone Declaration for
Sustainability in Africa that includes 18 African
countries, including Liberia, committed to
ecosystem accounting for their natural resources
and ecosystems. The project is a joint effort
between NASA, Conservation International, and
the Liberian Government through the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to pilot
an innovative and replicable approach to more
accurately map ecosystems to support effective
planning and sustainable decision-making.
NASA’s satellite data and expert analysis will
provide a country-wide picture of Liberia’s
hardwood forests, mangroves, and other
ecosystems; Conservation International and the
Liberian Government through the EPA will
augment that data with their expertise in
ecosystem accounting, field studies, and local
knowledge to quantify the value of the country’s
natural resources and related ecosystem services.
The project is focusing on Liberia for now, with
plans to move on to Botswana and Gabon in the
future. credit NASA
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Perseverance Rover’s SuperCam Science
Instrument Delivers First Results
The first readings from the SuperCam instrument
aboard NASA’s Perseverance rover have arrived
on Earth. SuperCam was developed jointly by the
Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL) in
New Mexico and a consortium of French research
laboratories under the auspices of the Centre
National d’Etudes Spatiales. The instrument
delivered data to the French Space Agency’s
operations center in Toulouse that includes the
first audio of laser zaps on another planet. “It is
amazing to see SuperCam working so well on
Mars,” said Roger Wiens, the principal
investigator for Perseverance’s SuperCam
instrument from Los Alamos National
Laboratory in New Mexico. “When we first

dreamed up this instrument eight years ago, we
worried that we were being way too ambitious.
Now it is up there working like a charm.” Perched
atop the rover’s mast, SuperCam’s 12-pound
(5.6-kilogram) sensor head can perform five
types of analyses to study Mars’ geology and help
scientists choose which rocks the rover should
sample in its search for signs of ancient microbial
life. Since the rover’s Feb. 18 touchdown, the
mission has been performing health checks on all
of its systems and subsystems. Early data from
SuperCam tests – including sounds from the Red
Planet – have been intriguing. “The sounds
acquired are remarkable quality says Naomi
Murdoch, a research scientist and lecturer at the
ISAE-SUPAERO aerospace engineering school
in Toulouse. “It’s incredible to think that we’re
going to do science with the first sounds ever
recorded on the surface of Mars!” On March 9,
the mission released three SuperCam audio files.
Obtained only about 18 hours after landing, when
the mast remained stowed on the rover deck, the
first file captures the faint sounds of Martian
wind. The wind is more audible, especially
around the 20-second credit NASA
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NASA
What Is the International Space Station?

The International Space Station is a large
spacecraft. It orbits around Earth. It is a home
where astronauts live. The space station is also a
science lab. Many countries worked together to
build it. They also work together to use it. The
space station is made of many pieces. The pieces
were put together in space by astronauts. The
space station's orbit is approximately 250 miles
above Earth. NASA uses the station to learn
about living and working in space. These lessons
will help NASA explore space.

needed to make the space station work.
Astronauts also lived in those modules. Modules
called "nodes" connect parts of the station to each
other. Labs on the space station let astronauts do
research.
On the sides of the space station are solar arrays.
These arrays collect energy from the sun. They
turn sunlight into electricity. Robot arms are
attached outside. The robot arms helped to build
the space station. They also can move astronauts
around outside and control science experiments.
Airlocks on the space station are like doors.
Astronauts use them to go outside on spacewalks.
Docking ports are like doors, too. The ports allow
visiting spacecraft to connect to the space station.
New crews and visitors enter the station through
the docking ports. Astronauts fly to the space
station on the Russian Soyuz. The crew members
use the ports to move supplies onto the station.
Astronauts sometimes work outside the space
station. Working outside is called a spacewalk.

Why Is the Space Station Important?

How Old Is the Space Station?
The first piece of the International Space Station
was launched in 1998. A Russian rocket launched
that piece. After that, more pieces were added.
Two years later, the station was ready for people.
The first crew arrived on November 2, 2000.
People have lived on the space station ever since.
Over time more pieces have been added. NASA
and its partners around the world finished the
space station in 2011. At the end of October
2020, 240 people from 19 countries have been on
the International Space Station. More than 2,800
experiments have been conducted in space.

How Big Is the Space Station?
The space station is as big inside as a house with
five bedrooms. It has two bathrooms, a
gymnasium and a big bay window. Six people are
able to live there. It weighs almost a million
pounds. It is big enough to cover a football field
including the end zones. It has science labs from
the United States, Russia, Japan and Europe.

What Are the Parts of the Space Station?

The space station is a home in orbit. People have
lived in space every day since the year 2000. The
space station's labs are where crew members do
research. This research could not be done on
Earth.
Scientists study what happens to people when
they live in space. NASA has learned how to keep
a spacecraft working for a long time. These
lessons will be important in the future.
NASA has a plan to send humans deeper into
space than ever before. The space station is one
of the first steps. NASA will use lessons from the
space station to get astronauts ready for the
journey ahead. Credits: NASA

The space station has many parts. The parts are
called modules. The first modules had parts
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NASA
In First, Scientists Trace Fastest Solar
Particles to Their Roots on the Sun

Zipping through space at close to the speed of
light, Solar Energetic Particles, or SEPs, are one
of the main challenges for the future of human
spaceflight. Clouds of these tiny solar projectiles
can make it to Earth – a 93 million mile journey
in under an hour. They can fry sensitive
spacecraft electronics and pose serious risks to
human astronauts. But their onset is
extraordinarily hard to predict, in part because we
still don’t know exactly where on the Sun they
come from. A new study tracing three SEP bursts
back to the Sun has provided the first answer.
“We have for the first time been able to pinpoint
the specific sources of these energetic particles,”
said Stephanie Yardley, space physicist at the
University College London and coauthor of the
paper. “Understanding the source regions and
physical processes that produce SEPs could lead
to improved forecasting of these events.” Study
authors David Brooks, space physicist at George
Mason University in Washington, D.C., and
Yardley published their findings in Science
Advances on March 3, 2021. SEPs can shoot out
from the Sun in any direction; catching one in the
vastness of space is no small feat. NASA’s
Heliophysics System Observatory a growing fleet
of Sun-studying spacecraft, strategically placed
throughout the solar system was designed in part
to increase the chances of those lucky encounters.
Scientists have divided SEP events into two
major types: impulsive and gradual. Impulsive
SEP events usually happen after solar flares, the
bright flashes on the Sun produced by abrupt
magnetic eruptions. “There's this really sharp
spike, and then an exponential decay with time,”
said Lynn Wilson, project scientist for the Wind
spacecraft at NASA’s Goddard Space Flight
Center in Greenbelt, Maryland. Credits: NASA
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Earth's Magnetosphere

Enveloping our planet and protecting us from the
fury of the Sun is a giant bubble of magnetism
called the magnetosphere. It deflects most of the
solar material sweeping towards us from our star
at 1 million miles per hour or more. Without the
magnetosphere, the relentless action of these
solar particles could strip the Earth of its
protective layers, which shield us from the Sun’s
ultraviolet radiation. It’s clear that this magnetic
bubble was key to helping Earth develop into a
habitable planet. Compare Earth to Mars – a
planet that lost its magnetosphere about 4.2
billion years ago. The Solar wind is thought to
have stripped away most of Mars’ atmosphere,
possibly after the red planet’s magnetic field
dissipated. This has left Mars as the stark, barren
world we see today through the ‘eyes’ of NASA
orbiters and rovers. By contrast, Earth’s
magnetosphere seems to have kept our
atmosphere protected. Understanding our
magnetosphere is a key element to helping
scientists someday forecast space weather that
can affect Earth’s technology. Extreme space
weather events can disrupt communications
networks, GPS navigation, and electrical power
grids. The magnetosphere is a permeable shield.
The solar wind will periodically connect to the
magnetosphere forcing it to reconfigure. This can
create a rift, allowing energy to pour into our safe
haven. These rifts open and close many times
daily or even many times hourly. Most of them
are small and short-lived; others are vast and
sustained. With the Sun’s magnetic field
connecting to Earth’s in this way, the fireworks
start.
Zesta says, “The Earth’s magnetosphere absorbs
the incoming energy from the solar wind, and
explosively releases that energy in the form of
geomagnetic storms and substorms.”
Credits: NASA
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Class Schedule
Regular* Classes in English
By Swami Paramarthananda
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International Women’s Day

International Women’s Day is a time to reflect on progress made, to call for change and to celebrate acts
of courage and determination by ordinary women, who have played an extraordinary role in the history of
their countries and communities. The world has made unprecedented advances, but no country has
achieved gender equality. Fifty years ago, we landed on the moon; in the last decade, we discovered new
human ancestors and photographed a black hole for the first time. In the meantime, legal restrictions have
kept 2.7 billion women from accessing the same choice of jobs as men. Less than 25 per cent of
parliamentarians were women, as of 2019. One in three women experience gender-based violence, still.
Let’s make 2021 count for women and girls everywhere.
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