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Gandhi Jayanti 

2nd October 2020 

Mahatma Gandhi's 151st birth anniversary is 

being celebrated. President Ram Nath Kovind, 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, senior union 

ministers, political leaders, sportspersons, 

celebrities and people from all walks of life are 

paying homage to the Father of the Nation. 

Several events, webinars have been organized to 

observe Gandhi Jayanti. Indian embassies across 

the world are holding events to celebrate Gandhi 

Jayanti. In India, the centre and state governments 

have launched several welfare programmes. A 

multi-religion prayer meet was organised at the 

Sabarmati Ashram this morning on the occasion 

of Mahatma Gandhi's birth anniversary. The 

prayer meet was telecast live in view of the 

pandemic so that people across the world could 

attend it virtually. On the eve of Gandhi Jayanti, 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi reached out to all 

village heads of the country for the effective 

implementation of the Jal Jeevan Mission. The 

PM released ''Margdarshika'' for Gram 

Panchayats and Paani Samitis and spoke about 

launching of ''100 days campaign'' on Gandhi 

Jayanti, to ensure safe water in schools and 

anganwadi centres across the country. The 

government is launching a dedicated e-

marketplace for tribal artisans across India on 

Gandhi Jayanti so that they can connect to a larger 

national and international market. Around 5 lakh 

handmade products including textiles, paintings, 

home decor items, jewelry and metal crafts will 

be available on the website. 

 

Credit:ANI 

 

PM Modi inaugurates Atal Tunnel in 
Rohtang. 5 facts about this 
engineering marvel   

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday 

inaugurated Atal Tunnel in Rohtang, which is the 

highest altitude tunnel in the world and has 

strategic significance. The historic decision to 

construct a strategic tunnel below the Rohtang 

Pass was taken on June 3, 2000 when Atal Bihari 

Vajpayee was the Prime Minister. The Union 

Cabinet decided in 2019 to name the Rohtang 

Tunnel as Atal Tunnel to honour the contribution 

made by Atal Bihari Vajpayee. Rohtang in 

persian means a pile of dead bodies. 

 

Credit:ANI 

First convoy of Indian Army passes 
through newly-inaugurated Atal 
Tunnel 

Manali Himachal Pradesh the first convoy of the 

Indian Army passed through the newly-inaugurated 

Atal Tunnel near Manali in Himachal Pradesh on 

Wednesday. The tunnel helps in saving four to five 

hours of travel time and 46 kilometres distance 

Manali and Leh in Union Territory of Ladakh. On 

October 3, Prime  
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Minister Narendra Modi had inaugurated the Atal 

Tunnel, which at 9.02 km is the longest highway 

tunnel in the world and connects Manali to 

Lahaul-Spiti Valley in Rohtang. Earlier, Defence 

Minister Rajnath Singh said that the strategically 

important Atal Tunnel is dedicated to the armed 

forces protecting India’s borders and those living 

in the remote terrains. “I do not need to explain 

the importance of this tunnel, its strategic 

importance is understood by everyone. It will 

ensure speedy and faster transportation of rations, 

weapons and other logistics. It will also help in 

faster deployment of personnel. Situated on the 

border of two nations, it is dedicated to those 

protecting our borders, and those who live in 

those areas,” Singh said The Tunnel will ensure 

movement throughout the year. Earlier, the 

Valley was cut off for about six months each year 

owing to heavy snowfall.  

 

 Credit:ANI 

Nobel Prize in Medicine 2020 

awarded for Hepatitis C virus   

 

Nobel Prize in Medicine or Physiology 2020 was 

jointly awarded to the three scientists who 

discovered the Hepatitis C virus. Americans 

Harvey J Alter and Charles M Rice, and British-

born Michael Houghton were laureated on 

Monday as this year's winners for the medical 

breakthrough, reported Euro News. In a 

statement, the Nobel Assembly said the isolation 

of Hepatitis C had marked a "landmark 

achievement in the ongoing battle against viral 

diseases" and had resulted in the creation of a 

specific testing regimen and cures to tackle the 

illness around the world. This year's award for the 

medicine also marks the onslaught of the 

coronavirus pandemic across the world and 

highlighting the importance of science and 

medical research. Alter carried out his studies at 

the US National Institutes of Health in Bethesda. 

Meanwhile, Rice worked at the Washington 

University in St Louis before moving to 

Rockefeller University in New York. Michael 

Houghton undertook his studies at the Chiron 

Corporation in California before moving to the 

University of Alberta in Canada, reported Euro 

News. The discovery of Hepatitis C in the late 

1980s came as scientists grew increasingly  

concerned that tests for the Hepatitis B virus 

accounted for only a minority of the hepatitis 

cases resulting from a blood transfusion. Hepatitis 

A, meanwhile, is not a blood-borne illness and 

can be spread through close personal contact. 

Charles Rice completed the discovery by 

gathering evidence to prove Hepatitis C alone 

could cause chronic hepatitisThe bodily effect of 

Hepatitis C is devastating when left untreated, and 

can ultimately be life-threatening. Primarily 

attacking the liver, the virus can lead to serious 

scarring, known as cirrhosis, or cause deadly liver 

failure and cancer the three scientists will receive 

a gold medal for their Nobel award, along with 

prize money of 10 million Swedish kronor (Euro 

956,000). This amount was recently increased to 

adjust for inflation.  

 

Credit:ANI 

 Nobel Prize in Chemistry awarded 
to Emmanuelle Charpentier, Jennifer 
A Doudna for developing a method 
for genome editing 

The Nobel Prize for Chemistry in 2020 was 

jointly awarded to Emmanuelle Charpentier and 

Jennifer A. Doudna “for the development of a 

method for genome editing.” Emmanuelle 

Charpentier and Jennifer A. Doudna have 

discovered one of gene technology’s sharpest 

tools: the CRISPR/Cas9 genetic scissors. “Using  
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these, researchers can change the DNA of 

animals, plants and microorganisms with 

extremely high precision. This technology has 

had a revolutionary impact on the life sciences, is 

contributing to new cancer therapies and may 

make the dream of curing inherited diseases come 

true,” the Nobel Assembly said in a statement. 

Charpentier, 51, and Doudna, 56, are just the sixth 

and seventh women to win the Nobel Prize in 

Chemistry, according to France 24. “There is 

enormous power in this genetic tool, which 

affects us all. It has not only revolutionised basic 

science but also resulted in innovative crops and 

will lead to ground-breaking new medical 

treatments,” said Claes Gustafsson, chair of the 

Nobel Committee for Chemistry. The assembly 

further called the discovery of these genetic 

scissors as “unexpected” adding that during 

Emmanuelle Charpentier’s studies of 

Streptococcus pyogenes, one of the bacteria that 

cause “the most harm to humanity”, she 

discovered a previously unknown molecule, 

tracrRNA.“Her work showed that tracrRNA is 

part of bacteria’s ancient immune system, 

CRISPR/Cas, that disarms viruses by cleaving 

their DNA,” the Assembly added. Charpentier 

published her discovery in 2011. The same year, 

she initiated a collaboration with Jennifer 

Doudna, an experienced biochemist with a vast 

knowledge of RNA. Together, they succeeded in 

recreating the bacteria’s genetic scissors in a test 

tube and simplifying the scissors’ molecular 

components so they were easier to use. 

The Assembly said further that since Charpentier 

and Doudna discovered the CRISPR/Cas9 genetic 

scissors in 2012 “their use has exploded”. “This 

tool has contributed to many important 

discoveries in basic research, and plant 

researchers have been able to develop crops that 

withstand mould, pests and drought. In medicine, 

clinical trials of new cancer therapies are 

underway, and the dream of being able to cure 

inherited diseases is about to come true,” the 

Assembly noted adding that these genetic scissors 

“have taken the life sciences into a new epoch 

and, in many ways, are bringing the greatest 

benefit to humankind.”A prize amount of 10 

million Swedish kronor was awarded which is to 

be shared equally between the laureates.  

Credit:ANI 
 

Three scientists share Nobel Physics 
Prize for black hole research 

The Nobel Prize in Physics 2020 was jointly 

awarded to three scientists for their discoveries 

about one of the most exotic phenomena in the 

universe, the black hole. The Nobel Assembly on 

Tuesday said in a tweet, “The Royal Swedish 

Academy of Sciences has decided to award the 

2020 Nobel Prize in Physics with one half to 

Roger Penrose and the other half jointly to 

Reinhard Genzel and Andrea Ghez.” Reinhard 

Genzel and Andrea Ghez have been jointly 

awarded the Nobel Prize in Physics “for the 

discovery of a supermassive compact object at the 

center of our galaxy”, whereas Roger Penrose has 

been awarded the Nobel Prize in Physics “for the 

discovery that black hole formation is a robust 

prediction of the general theory of relativity.” 

Black holes are regions of space where gravity is 

so strong that not even light can escape from 

them. They are regions of space where matter has 

collapsed in on itself. Genzel, who was born in 

1952 in Bad Homburg vor der Hohe, Germany, is 

currently Director at the Max Planck Institute for 

Extraterrestrial Physics, Garching, Germany. He 

is also a professor at the University of California, 

Berkeley, USA. Ghez, who jointly received the 

other half of the 2020 Nobel Prize in Physics with 

Genzel, was born in 1965 in New York and 

currently is a professor at the University of 

California, Los Angeles.In a statement, the Nobel 

Assembly said, “They discovered that an invisible 

and extremely heavy object governs the orbits of 

stars at the center of our galaxy for which, a 

supermassive black hole is the only currently 

known explanation.” “Using the world’s largest 

telescopes, Genzel and Ghez developed methods 

to see through the huge clouds of interstellar gas 

and dust to the center of the Milky Way. 

Stretching the limits of technology, they refined 

new techniques to compensate for distortions  
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caused by the Earth’s atmosphere, building 

unique instruments and committing themselves to 

long-term research. Their pioneering work has 

given us the most convincing evidence yet of a 

supermassive black hole at the center of the Milky 

Way,” The assembly added.Penrose was born in 

1931 in Colchester, UK, and is presently a 

professor at the University of Oxford. The 

assembly said, “He invented ingenious 

mathematical methods to explore Albert 

Einstein’s general theory of relativity. He showed 

that the theory leads to the formation of black 

holes, those monsters in time and space that 

capture everything that enters them. The 

statement also highlighted, “In January 1965, ten 

years after Einstein’s death, Roger Penrose 

proved that black holes really can form and 

described them in detail; at their heart, black holes 

hide a singularity in which all the known laws of 

nature cease. His groundbreaking article is still 

regarded as the most important contribution to the 

general theory of relativity since Einstein.” 

Speaking at the press conference where her Nobel 

Prize was announced, Ghez said, “I hope I can 

inspire other young women into the field. It’s a 

field that has so many pleasures, and if you are 

passionate about the science, there’s so much that 

can be done.” Ghez is the fourth woman to win 

the physics prize, out of more than 200 laureates 

since 1901.The other female recipients are Marie 

Curie, Maria Goeppert-Mayer and Donna 

Strickland – who won in 2018. A prize amount of 

10 million Swedish kronor is being awarded, with 

one half to Roger Penrose and the other half 

jointly to Reinhard Genzel and Andrea Ghez.  

Credit:ANI 

Hyderabad toddler bags one 
international, other national records 
for extraordinary memory skills 

 

A living testimony to the saying that age is just a 

number, one year and 9 months old toddler Aadith 

Vishwanath Gourishetty of Hyderabad has 

secured his name in 'World Book of Records' and 

four other record books for having a sharp 

memory. At this tender age, Aadith Vishwanath 

Gourishetty has bagged 5 Records-World Book of 

Records, India Book of Records, Telugu Book of 

Records, and two more National Records for his 

memory skills. He has shown to the world that not 

everything is a child's play. Young Aadith, who 

hails from Hyderabad in the state of Telangana, 

has received accolades at this age to make his 

entire family proud. Snehitha, Mother to Aadith, 

speaking to ANI said, "Aadith's abilities have not 

only given him recognition locally, but his name 

has spread far and wide. Not only has he attained 

global recognition but also has been certified by 

the prestigious "World Book of Records". When 

children of his age are busy learning nursery 

rhymes or listening to lullabies, Aadith can 

identify diverse images of colours, animals, flag, 

fruits, shapes and electronic home appliances." 

Aadith has a remarkable memory and an 

impeccable record worldwide of being able to 

recognize deities, car logos, colours, all English 

alphabets, domestic animals, wild animals, 

professions, body parts, flags, fruits, home 

appliances, and the list is inexhaustive, Snehita 

said."Our family wanted to test the child's unique 

ability, and he was shown an image of the Indian 

flag. Soon after while Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi was delivering his speech on the occasion 

of the country's Independence Day, Aadith was 

found giving salutation to the Indian flag. We 

sooner realized that the child was indeed special 

as he could remember the flag only by seeing it 

once. Following this incident, he was shown the 

flags of many other countries and gradually he 

could recall all of them. At an age when a child 

finds difficulty in remembering all his toys, 

Aadith could recognize the flags and logos, a task 

which even adults find difficult," she added.  

Toddler Aadith Vishwanath Gourishetty of 

Karimnagar (Telangana) India gets honoured for 

being an extraordinary child with a sharp memory 

for recognizing objects, along with awe-inspiring 

memory to recognize countries flags, car logos, 

pictorial objects, and vehicles from shadows, 

mapping the professionals with tools, reciting and 

identifying the alphabets at the age of 1 year 9 

months, said World Book of Records for Aadith. 

Credit:ANI 

https://www.aninews.in/topic/hyderabad
https://www.aninews.in/topic/world-book-of-records
https://www.aninews.in/topic/world-book-of-records
https://www.aninews.in/topic/world-book-of-records
https://www.aninews.in/topic/hyderabad
https://www.aninews.in/topic/world-book-of-records
https://www.aninews.in/topic/toddler
https://www.aninews.in/topic/world-book-of-records
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J-K Police organises ‘Jashn-E-Dal’ 
festival to boost water sports 
activities, tourism in Valley

 
Jammu and Kashmir Police have organised a 

three-day water sports festival — ‘Jashn-E-Dal’  

with an aim to boost water sports activities and 

promote tourism in the valley. The festival was 

organized by Jammu and Kashmir Police under 

civic action programme in collaboration with 

water sports association after three years. “This 

event was last organised in 2017. ‘Jashn-e-Dal’ 

has been one of the favourite events as far as the 

celebration of these beautiful water bodies are 

concerned. However, there was a break for some 

time, but this year, despite the COVID-19, we 

thought this is the time to bring people who are 

interested in water bodies to the sports field — to 

the Dal Lake,” Dilbagh Singh, Director General 

J-K Police told reporters. “The Jammu and 

Kashmir Police has organised this three-day 

festival starting today. We have a very large 

number of participants as over 200 boys and girls 

will be participating in this festival,” added Singh. 

Kashmir, which is famous for natural beauty and 

water bodies including the world-famous Dal 

Lake, which has always played a tremendous role 

in attracting visitors from across the world. Such 

events can play a vital role in promoting water 

sports in the valley and energetic young players 

can get professional platforms to showcase their 

talent. “Jashn-e-Dal is being organised by the 

Jammu and Kashmir Police in association with J-

K water sports association. Over 200 participants 

will be performing in various competition in this 

three-day event. I think this event will boost the 

tourism and talent of the performers here.  

Credit:ANI 
 

Pollution watchdog CPCB writes to 
Delhi chief secretary seeking action 
against major polluting sources 

Pollution watchdog Central Pollution Control 

Board (CPCB) has written to the Delhi Chief 

Secretary about air pollution seeking immediate 

action on major polluting sources in Delhi as 

winter approaches. In the letter dated October 6, 

CPCB specifically alerted the “need for rigorous 

monitoring of compliances and appropriate 

corrective actions.” For reviewing the ground 

scenario, CPCB deployed teams on the field from 

September 15 to September 21. The letter points 

out that 280 lakh tonne legacy waste lying 

unsecure, across three major landfill sites in 

Delhi. Importantly winter action plan is still not 

submitted by the Delhi government along with no 

submission of action plan for Wazirpur hotspot. 

Also targets for greening and paving find no 

mention. In addition to industrial emission and 

traffic congestion, the letter also mentions 

continuous garbage burning/open burning. 

The letter puts emphasis on C&D activities and 

open dumping of waste/garbage which are a 

major concern in most areas therefore, special 

efforts are needed, the letter stated. It is to further  
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highlight that some tasks to curb air pollution in 

Delhi have been accomplished but more needs to 

be done, as can be seen from the attached ground 

feedback. Attention towards social media 

complaints portal created by CPCB was requested 

for “expeditious actions” that would help in 

resolving air pollution hazards, the letter stated. 

However, Gopal Rai, environment minister, Delhi 

told ANI, “We are yet to receive the letter. We 

will take immediate action. The CM conducted a 

meeting recently and it was conveyed to the 

respective depts to take immediate action. We 

have also formed an action plan.”  

 

Credit:ANI 
 

New terminal building coming up at 
Guwahati airport, to be ready by 
June 2022 

 

New Delhi [India], October 7 (ANI): The 

Guwahati International Airport is all set for a 

revamp as the Airports Authority of India (AAI) 

has undertaken work for the construction of a new 

integrated terminal building at the cost of Rs 

1,232 crores. As per a statement from the AAI, the 

Guwahati International Airport, also known as the 

Lokpriya Gopinath Bordoloi International 

(LGBI) Airport, will be revamped with an 

additional capacity to handle 4,300 domestic and 

200 international passengers during peak hours, 

and about 10 million annually. Equipped with 64 

check-in counters, 20 self-check-in kiosks, six 

Baggage carousels, an in-line baggage security 

screening system and 10 aero bridges, the 

terminal will be an energy-efficient building, it 

said. The new terminal building will have two 

levels, with a total built-up area of 1,02,500 

square meters at the arrival at the lower level and 

the departure at the upper level. There will also be 

a mezzanine between two levels, part of which 

will serve as the air-side arrival corridor for 

passengers alighting from the boarding bridges. A 

baggage handling system for outbound baggage 

will be on the other part of the mezzanine. “The 

design of the terminal building is inspired by 

Icarus, the mythological figure, one of the earliest 

inspirations of human flight. The airport roof is 

styled using the art of Origami, the design is an 

ode to human endeavour, crafts and innovation. 

The facade of the terminal will reflect the same 

language of origami in certain parts owing to the 

need for solid wall surfaces,” the statement added. 

About 38 per cent of the work project has been 

completed and the new terminal building is 

scheduled to be ready by June 2022.  

Credit:ANI 
 

Indian defence forces considering 
‘Made in India’ carbine for meeting 
urgent requirements 

With a proposal to import carbines unlikely to 

fructify, Indian defence forces are considering the 

acquisition of ‘Made in India’ carbine for meeting 

their urgent requirement in view of the situation 

on China border. The carbine is an infantry 

weapon used for close quarter battles for which 

the Indian Army has been on a lookout since 

many years now. “The carbine produced by the 

Ordnance Factory Board at its facility in I shapore 

in West Bengal has been offered to the armed 

forces who are now evaluating it for acquisition,” 

government sources told ANI. Preliminary trials 

of the weapon were also carried out a short while 

ago by officials concerned dealing with the 

acquisition of weapon systems for the three armed 

forces. The scope for consideration of buying 

indigenous carbine came up after it started  
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emerging that the forces would not be acquiring 

the carbines from the foreign country which has  

exported it to only a few countries and that too in 

very small quantities. The issue of acquiring these 

carbines from abroad had been stuck for close to 

two years now as the matter was referred to a 

high-level Committee for decision by the Defence 

Acquisition Council under the first NDA 

government. The overall requirement of the 

armed forces is for almost 3.5 lakh carbines but 

they wanted to acquire around 94,000 of these 

weapons through import route under fast track 

procedures. If selected, the OFB carbine will 

undergo rigorous testing and initially be inducted 

in limited numbers only by the defence forces. 

Efforts to acquire the CQB carbines since 2008 

have not materialised. The initial lot of carbines 

acquired by the forces is expected to be provided 

to troops deployed on the China front. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi government 

recently cleared the second batch of the Sig Sauer 

assault rifles which would be provided to the 

troops deployed against the Chinese forces in 

Eastern Ladakh and other areas.  

Credit:ANI 

Indian Americans show solidarity 
with Kamala Harris, share their 
cultural identity 

 

Vice President Mike Pence and Senator Kamala 

Harris are all set to square off on the vice-

presidential debate stage on Wednesday night, 

Asian Americans supporting the Biden-Harris 

campaign across the United States are showing 

solidarity for Harris by tweeting images and the 

stories of their mothers and grandmothers in a 

campaign #SheRose #AAPISheRose that's picked 

momentum on Twitter. Just hours before the 

much-anticipated face-off between Harris and 

Pence, Kamala's sister Maya Harris tweeted an 

image of her and her sister Kamala with their 

mom, who immigrated to the United States from 

India, writing, "My shero: Shyamala Gopalan. 

#SheRose and made it possible for 

@KamalaHarris to run. #AAPISheRose." 

  

Harris, the daughter of Indian and Jamaican 

immigrants, made headlines in August after being 

selected as Democratic nominee since then the 

emergence of Senator Kamala Harris has broken 

barriers for not just people of color, especially for 

the people of Indian heritage Reshma Saujani, 
founder and CEO of Girls Who Code, tweeted: 
"My mother came here as a refugee from 
Uganda and raised me to give back to the 
nation we love. Tonight, I honor her as our first 
AAPI vice presidential candidate gets ready to 
take the debate stage. @KamalaHarris, so 
excited to cheer you on. #AAPISheRose" 
  
Kamala Harris is not just another Indian-
American politician running for any office, she 
is also the first woman of Indian descent who is 
running for the second-highest office in the 
history of the United States. 
  
"Tonight, a progressive Black and South Asian 
woman -- Kamala Harris -- will take the stage 
to debate a conservative white supremacist. 
We hope that this marks a changing of the 
guard, from our racist past and present to our 
inclusive and progressive future. 
#SheRose #AAPISheRose" tweeted Simran 
Jeet, a prominent American Sikh voice.  
 

Credit:ANI 
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World Space Week 

By resolution 54/68 of 6 December 1999, the 

General Assembly proclaimed World Space 

Week, to celebrate the contributions of space 

science and technology to the betterment of the 

human condition. World Space Week is the 

largest annual space event in the world. the 

weeks helps build up the workforce of tomorrow 

by inspiring students; demonstrates visible 

public support for the space programme; 

educates the public about space activities; and 

fosters international cooperation in space 

outreach and education. Each year a theme is 

selected by the World Space Week Association 

Board of Directors in close coordination with the 

UN Office of Outer Space Affairs. The theme 

provides broad guidance to World Space Week 

participants on the content of their programmes. 

The theme is selected to increase the impact of 

World Space Week on all humanity further, by 

using a uniform theme globally. Satellites 

improve life 2020 World Space Week is 

dedicated to satellites and their broad benefits 

under the theme “Satellites improve life.”  With 

this theme, the World Space Week will show the 

importance of satellites in daily life and how our 

lives are affected by satellites such as in 

communications, environmental monitoring, 

transportation, weather forecasting, 

telemedicine, science, and in many other ways. 

On 4 October 1957, the launch into outer space 

of the first human-made Earth satellite, Sputnik 

1, opened the way for space exploration. A 

decade later, on 10 October 1967, the Treaty on 

Principles Governing the Activities of States in 

the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, 

including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies  

 

entered into force. Space science and technology 

and their applications are increasingly being used 

to support a wide range of United Nations 

activities. At least 25 United Nations entities and 

the World Bank Group routinely use space 

applications. They make important and 

sometimes essential contributions to the work of 

the United Nations, including in the 

implementation of recommendations of major 

world conferences and those of the Third United 

Nations Conference on the Exploration and 

Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (UNISPACE III), 

as well as support towards sustainable 

development. As a consequence, coordination, 

cooperation and synergy are essential for those 

activities to be effectively carried out by the 

United Nations system. The annual sessions of 

the Inter-Agency Meeting on Outer Space 

Activities are the main means of achieving that 

synergy. The effectiveness of the Meeting has 

been further enhanced by the holding, since 

2004, of an open informal session immediately 

after the end of the Meeting, as a means of 

engaging Member States, in a direct and informal 

setting, in important space-related developments 

in the United Nations system. The agenda of the 

Inter-Agency Meeting is reviewed at each 

session and adapted to current operational needs. 

From the very beginning of the Space Age, the 

United Nations recognized that outer space 

added a new dimension to humanity's existence. 

The United Nations family strives continuously 

to utilize the unique benefits of outer space for 

the betterment of all humankind. To learn more, 

view the timeline. UN 

Credit: UN 
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Greening of India's railway 
network on track

 

An ambitious plan to make one of the 

world’s largest and most complex railway 

networks a net zero carbon emitter by 2030 

is moving full steam ahead, although 

without the steam, thanks, in part, to support 

from the United Nations Environment 

Program (UNEP). With over 68,000 

kilometers of track and serving over a mind-

boggling eight billion passengers a year, 

Indian Railways is vast and amongst the 

most complicated and involved transport 

systems in the world. And, perhaps not 

surprisingly, moving hundreds of thousands 

of passengers each day across tens of 

thousands of kilometers of network requires 

enormous amounts of energy, Those fuels 

have been identified as one of the key 

drivers of climate change. India’s transport 

sector contributes to 12 per cent of the 

country’s harmful climate-inducing gas 

emissions with railways accounting for 

about 4 per cent of that. One solution is to 

actually use the railways more and road 

transport less. Indian railways has 

committed to increasing the amount of 

freight transported by rail from about 35 per 

cent in 2015 to 45 per cent by 2030.  The 

Indian Government has been working on 

greening the railways, with over half of the 

network electrified, and a target to electrify 

the entire network in the next three to four 

years. Electrification would introduce a 

more centralized, efficient power system 

and make higher emitting diesel engines 

redundant. “Indian Railways has embarked 

on a mission to improve energy efficiency 

and replace fossil fuel sources with 

renewable energy sources like solar and 

wind to achieve net zero carbon emissions 

by 2030”.  India has committed to a zero-

carbon national transport system by 2030. 

Reaching that goal would mean eliminating 

emissions of 7.5 million tonnes of carbon 

dioxide (CO2) each year, about the same as 

two coal power plants. The United Nations 

Environment Programme (UNEP) has been 

supporting the efforts of Indian Railways, 

providing advice and training on 

sustainability and the green economy.   

Credit:UN 

Reverse course’ towards full 
nuclear disarmament – UN chief 

 
Almost 75 years since the adoption of the 

first General Assembly resolution in 1946, 

which committed the UN to the goal of 

ridding the planet of nuclear weapons, “the 

world continues to live in the shadow of 

nuclear catastrophe”, Relationships between 

States possessing nuclear weapons are 

characterized by “division, distrust and an 

absence of dialogue”, he warned, noting that 

as they increasingly choose to pursue 

strategic competition over cooperation, “the 

dangers posed by nuclear weapons are 

becoming more acute”. According to the UN 

chief, all States have a responsibility to 

ensure that such deadly armaments 

“eliminated completely” from national 

arsenals. COVID in the mix Drawing 

attention to the wide range of global 

fragilities brought about by COVID-19 – 

from pandemic readiness and inequality to 

climate change to lawlessness in cyberspace 

the top UN official called “preparedness to 

address the threat of nuclear weapons” one 

of those vulnerabilities.  “We need a 

strengthened, inclusive and renewed 

multilateralism built on trust and based on 

international law that can guide us to our 

shared goal of a world free of nuclear 

weapons”, he said. Pressurize nuclear 

powers The UN has long upheld that the 

onus to lead disarmament is on the States 

that possess nuclear weapons.   

Credit:UN 
 

https://www.un.org/coronavirus


 

12 | P a g e   The Voice of Mentor, OCT 2020 

 

UN 

Ahead of biodiversity summit, 
UN officials call for action to 
preserve the natural world 

Top UN officials working to preserve the 

natural world are urging “action now” ahead 

of a crucial biodiversity summit this week, 

where world leaders will reaffirm their 

commitment to the cause. “We have no time 

to wait. Biodiversity loss, nature loss, it is at 

an unprecedented level in the history of 

mankind”, Elizabeth Mrema, the Executive 

Secretary of the Convention on Biological 

Diversity, told UN News in the SDG Media 

Zone. “We’re the most dangerous species in 

global history.” The Convention on 

Biological Diversity is an international 

treaty agreed to at the UN Earth Summit in 

Brazil in 1992. It has three goals: the 

conservation of biological diversity; the 

sustainable use of nature; and the fair and 

equitable sharing of benefits arising from 

genetic science.  Biodiversity targets  If you 

look at the scorecard, like a school report, 

the highest is below 30 per cent of the 

progress ... Not one Aichi Target will be 

fully met – Elizabeth Mrema Under the 

CBD, countries in 2010 agreed to the Aichi 

Biodiversity Targets – a group of 20 goals to 

conserve biodiversity that range from 

preserving species, to reducing 

deforestation by 2020. Aichi’s goals are to 

biodiversity what the Paris climate accord is 

to global warming.    Countries had until this 

year to reach the targets, and then move on 

to create a post-2020 global biodiversity 

framework. But despite some progress, the 

targets – which range from stopping species 

from extinction to cutting pollution and 

preserving forests – were not achieved.     

“If you look at the scorecard, like a school 

report, the highest is below 30 per cent of the 

progress”, Ms. Mrema said. “Not one Aichi 

Target will be fully met, so that, by itself, of 

the 20 targets, 10 years, we have failed.”   

Discussions are now underway for a new 

framework that builds on those “quote 

unquote failures”, said Ms. Mrema.   

The document is still in the early stage, 

being reviewed in informal consultations, 

but needs to be ready for adoption at the 

15th Conference of Parties to the 

Convention on Biological Diversity in 

China in 2021. One of the major differences 

between the Aichi Biodiversity Targets and 

the post-2020 framework will be 

implementation. After Aichi, some 

countries had to create national strategies to 

act on the targets. Those are now in place.  

 Coral Reef Image Bank/Tracey Jen 

A sea turtle glides over the reef in Raja 

Ampat, Indonesia. Taking action now  

“We are not calling for reinventing the 

wheel, so basically implementation should 

be able to begin immediately,” Ms. Mrema 

said.  The new framework will also include 

resources such as technology transfer and 

capacity building, which were not 

considered priorities at Aichi. To create 

momentum for this new way of living with 

nature, the President of the UN General 

Assembly will convene the Summit on 

Biodiversity this Wednesday, where world 

leaders are expected to declare their 

countries’ commitments to nature and a 

post-2020 biodiversity framework. “They 

are not going to say, ‘We will continue a 

path of destruction.’ They are going to say, 

‘We will get on a path of sustainability’,” 

said Inger Andersen, the head of the UN 

Environment Programme (UNEP). Ms. 

Andersen, speaking alongside Ms. Mrema in 

the SDG Media Zone, outlined other voices 

that will be heard this week in the General 

Assembly Hall, and in so-called leaders’ 

dialogue sessions that will focus on 

sustainable development and on science and 

technology.   Credit:UN
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Tobacco responsible for 20% of 
deaths from coronary heart 
disease 

Every year, 1.9 million people die from 

tobacco-induced heart disease, according to 

a new brief released today by the World 

Health Organization, World Heart 

Federation and the University of Newcastle 

Australia ahead of World Heart Day, 

marked on 29 September. This equates to 

one in five of all deaths from heart disease, 

warn the report’s authors, who urge all 

tobacco users to quit and avoid a heart 

attack, stressing that smokers are more 

likely to experience an acute cardiovascular 

event at a younger age than non-smokers. 

Just a few cigarettes a day, occasional 

smoking, or exposure to second-hand smoke 

increase the risk of heart disease. But if 

tobacco users take immediate action and 

quit, then their risk of heart disease will 

decrease by 50% after one year of not 

smoking. “Given the current level of 

evidence on tobacco and cardiovascular 

health and the health benefits of quitting 

smoking, failing to offer cessation services 

to patients with heart disease could be 

considered clinical malpractice or 

negligence. Cardiology societies should 

train their members in smoking cessation, as 

well as to promote and even drive tobacco 

control advocacy efforts,” said Dr Eduardo 

Bianco, Chair of the World Heart Federation 

Tobacco Expert Group. The brief also shows 

that smokeless tobacco is responsible for 

around 200 000 deaths from coronary heart 

disease per year. E-cigarettes also raise 

blood pressure increasing the risk of 

cardiovascular disease. Moreover, high 

blood pressure and heart disease increase the 

risk of severe COVID-19. A recent WHO 

survey found that among people dying of 

COVID-19 in Italy, 67% had high blood 

pressure and in Spain, 43% of people who 

developed COVID-19 were living with heart 

disease. 

Credit WHO 

Boost for global response to 
COVID-19 as economies world 
wide formally sign up to COVAX 
facility 

64 higher income economies have joined the 

COVAX Facility, a global initiative that 

brings together governments and 

manufacturers to ensure eventual COVID-

19 vaccines reach those in greatest need, 

whoever they are and wherever they live. 

These 64 economies include commitments 

from 35 economies as well as the European 

Commission which will procure doses on 

behalf of 27 EU member states plus Norway 

and Iceland. By pooling financial and 

scientific resources, these participating 

economies will be able to insure themselves 

against the failure of any individual vaccine 

candidate and secure successful vaccines in 

a cost-effective, targeted way. The 64 

members of the Facility will be joined by 92 

low- and middle-income economies eligible 

for support for the procurement of vaccines 

through the Gavi COVAX Advance Market 

Commitment (AMC), a financing 

instrument aimed at supporting the 

procurement of vaccines for these countries. 

This means that 156 economies, 

representing roughly 64% of the global 

population in total, are now either 

committed to or eligible for the COVAX 

Facility, with more to follow.With the 

Commitment Agreements secured, the 

COVAX Facility will now start signing 

formal agreements with vaccine 

manufacturers and developers, which are 

partners in the COVAX effort, to secure the  
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doses needed to end the acute phase of the 

pandemic by the end of 2021. This is in 

addition to an ongoing effort to raise funding 

for both R&D and for the procurement of 

vaccines for lower-income countries via the 

Gavi COVAX AMC.“COVAX is now in 

business: governments from every continent 

have chosen to work together, not only to 

secure vaccines for their own populations, 

but also to help ensure that vaccines are 

available to the most vulnerable 

everywhere,” said Dr Seth Berkley, CEO of 

Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, which is 

coordinating the COVAX Facility. “With 

the commitments we’re announcing today 

for the COVAX Facility, as well as the 

historic partnership we are forging with 

industry, we now stand a far better chance of 

ending the acute phase of this pandemic 

once safe, effective vaccines become 

available 

Credit WHO 

WHO’s three messages for 
UNGA75 

 
As the world comes together at an 

unprecedented virtual session of the 75th 

UN General Assembly (UNGA), WHO has 

three messages to share.  

The first is about equitable access to 

COVID-19 tools. At UNGA, WHO will call 

on world leaders to support the Access to 

COVID-19 Tools (ACT)-Accelerator, a 

unique international collaboration to fast-

track the development, production and 

equitable access to COVID-19 tests, 

treatments, and vaccines globally, while 

strengthening health systems. Pooling 

investments globally, the ACT-Accelerator 

provides a chance for all countries to access 

a greater number of tools more quickly, 

sharing the risks and costs together. The 

ACT-Accelerator needs US$35 billion to 

fast-track the development, procurement 

and distribution of 2 billion vaccine doses, 

245 million treatments and 500 million tests 

over the next year. The investment needed 

in a global solution aimed at equitable 

access pales in comparison to the economic 

impacts of COVID-19 and the domestic 

stimulus packages designed to keep 

economies afloat. Equitable access enables 

all countries to achieve full recovery by 

supporting all economic sectors, protecting 

the global value chain, and securing long-

term global growth.  

The second message is about maintaining 

the momentum towards achieving the 

sustainable development goals. The 

pandemic risks unravelling decades of gains 

made in health and development.  According 

to a recent WHO survey, 90% of countries 

are experiencing disruptions to essential 

health services due to the pandemic. The 

most frequently disrupted areas reported 

include routine immunization, non-

communicable diseases diagnosis and 

treatment, family planning and 

contraception, treatment for mental health 

disorders, and cancer diagnosis and 

treatment.COVID-19 offers a stark 

reminder of why we need to invest in 

stronger health and data systems, rooted in 

primary healthcare, to achieve universal 

health coverage and to meet the health-

related targets of the SDGs. The Global 

Action Plan for Healthy Lives and Well-

being for All (GAP) works to accelerate 

country progress on the health-related 

targets of the SDGs, with the support of 12 

multilateral agencies engaged in health, 

development and humanitarian response. 

This week we’ll learn about the progress 

made in laying the groundwork for a decade 

of delivery and action. Finally, we must 

prepare for the next pandemic together, 

now. COVID-19 has shown us that the 

world was woefully unprepared – despite 

the many warning signs and warnings. A 

year ago at UNGA, the independent Global 

Preparedness Monitoring Board (GPMB) 

warned of the threat of a pandemic, calling 

for global leaders to take urgent, united 

action to prepare.     Credit WHO
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NASA Administrator to 
Announce New Space Tech 
Public-Private Partnerships 

NASA Administrator Jim Bridenstine will 

give a keynote address at the virtual fall 

Lunar Surface Innovation Consortium 

meeting at 11:45 a.m. EDT Wednesday, 

Oct. 14. The event, co-hosted by the Johns 

Hopkins Applied Physics Laboratory (APL) 

and Arizona State University, will stream 

live on NASA Television and the agency’s 

website. Bridenstine will discuss NASA’s 

Artemis program and announce the agency’s 

latest Tipping Point selections and their 

potential impact on sustainable lunar 

exploration. NASA released the opportunity 

in January 2020, seeking U.S. industry-

developed space technologies to foster the 

development of commercial space 

capabilities and benefit future missions. 

Following Bridenstine’s remarks, Associate 

Administrator of NASA’s Space 

Technology Mission Directorate (STMD) 

Jim Reuter will give a short update on the 

agency’s Lunar Surface Innovation 

Initiative. APL operates the consortium in 

collaboration with NASA under the Lunar 

Surface Innovation Initiative. The initiative 

complements the agency’s lunar science 

activities under Artemis. It engages experts 

from academia, industry, nonprofits, and 

government to shape the technologies and 

systems needed to explore the surface of the 

Moon in new ways. The Lunar Surface 

Innovation Consortium fall meeting, which 

runs Wednesday, Oct. 14 through Thursday, 

Oct. 15, is open to media. As part of its 

Artemis program, NASA plans to send the 

first woman and next man to the lunar 

surface in 2024 and establish a sustainable 

presence there by the end of the decade. The 

agency will use the Moon to prepare for its 

next giant leap – human exploration of Mars  

Credits: NASA  

NASA, International Partners 
Advance Cooperation with First 
Signings of Artemis Accords 

 
International cooperation on and around the 

Moon as part of the Artemis program is 

taking a step forward today with the signing 

of the Artemis Accords between NASA and 

several partner countries. The Artemis 

Accords establish a practical set of 

principles to guide space exploration 

cooperation among nations participating in 

the agency’s 21st century lunar exploration 

plans. “Artemis will be the broadest and 

most diverse international human space 

exploration program in history, and the 

Artemis Accords are the vehicle that will 

establish this singular global coalition,” said 

NASA Administrator Jim Bridenstine. 

“With today’s signing, we are uniting with 

our partners to explore the Moon and are 

establishing vital principles that will create 

a safe, peaceful, and prosperous future in 

space for all of humanity to enjoy.”While 

NASA is leading the Artemis program, 

which includes sending the first woman and 

next man to the surface of the Moon in 2024, 

international partnerships will play a key 

role in achieving a sustainable and robust 

presence on the Moon later this decade 

while preparing to conduct a historic human 

mission to Mars.new energy and capabilities 

to ensure the entire world can benefit from 

the Artemis journey of exploration and 

discovery.  Credits: NASA   
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Earth and Moon Once 
Shared a Magnetic 
Shield, Protecting 
Their Atmospheres 

Four-and-a-half billion 

years ago, Earth’s surface 

was a menacing, hot mess. 

Long before the emergence 

of life, temperatures were 

scorching, and the air was toxic. Plus, as a mere 

toddler, the Sun bombarded our planet with 

violent outbursts of radiation called flares and 

coronal mass ejections. Streams of charged 

particles called the solar wind threatened our 

atmosphere. Our planet was, in short, 

uninhabitable Four-and-a-half billion years 

ago, Earth’s surface was a menacing, hot mess. 

Long before the emergence of life, 

temperatures were scorching, and the air was 

toxic. Plus, as a mere toddler, the Sun 

bombarded our planet with violent outbursts of 

radiation called flares and coronal mass 

ejections. Streams of charged particles called 

the solar wind threatened our atmosphere. Our 

planet was, in short, uninhabitable This 

modeling study presents ideas for how the 

ancient histories of Earth and Moon contributed 

to the preservation of Earth’s early atmosphere. 

The mysterious and complex processes are 

difficult to figure out, but new samples from the 

lunar surface will provide clues to the 

mysteries. As NASA plans to establish a 

sustainable human presence on the Moon 

through the Artemis program, there may be 

multiple opportunities to test out these ideas. 

When astronauts return the first samples from 

the lunar South Pole, where the magnetic fields 

of the Earth and Moon connected most 

strongly, scientists can look for chemical 

signatures of Earth’s ancient atmosphere, as 

well as the volatile substances like water that 

were delivered by impacting meteors and 

asteroids. Scientists are especially interested in 

areas of the lunar South Pole that have not seen 

any sunlight at all in billions of years -- the 

“permanently shadowed regions” – because the 

harsh solar particles would not have stripped 

away volatiles. Nitrogen and oxygen, for 

example, may have travelled from Earth to 

Moon along the magnetic field lines and gotten 

trapped in those rocks. “Significant samples 

from these permanently shadowed regions will 

be critical for us to be able to untangle this early 

evolution of the Earth’s volatiles, testing our 

model assumptions,” Green said. 

Credits: NASA  

Pluto's Ice Caps Made of Methane, 
Turns Earth's Process Upside Down 

The mountains discovered on Pluto during the 

New Horizons spacecraft's flyby of the dwarf 

planet in 2015 are covered by a blanket of 

methane ice, creating bright deposits strikingly 

like the snow-capped mountain chains found on 

Earth. New research conducted by an 

international team of scientists, including 

researchers at NASA's Ames Research Center 

in California's Silicon Valley, analyzed New 

Horizons data from Pluto’s atmosphere and 

surface, using numerical simulations of Pluto's 

climate to reveal that these ice caps are created 

through an entirely different process than they 

are on Earth. "It is particularly remarkable to 

see that two very similar landscapes on Earth 

and Pluto can be created by two very dissimilar 

processes," said Tanguy Bertrand, a 

postdoctoral researcher at Ames and lead 

author on the paper detailing these results, 

which was published in Nature 

Communications. "Though theoretically 

objects like Neptune's moon Triton could have 

a similar process, nowhere else in our solar 

system has ice-capped mountains like this 

besides Earth." On our planet, atmospheric 

temperatures decrease with altitude, mostly 

because of the cooling induced by the 

expansion of the air in upward motions. The 

cool atmosphere in turn cools temperatures at 

the surface. When a moist wind approaches a 

mountain on Earth, its water vapor cools and 

condenses, forming clouds and then the snow 

seen on mountain tops. But on Pluto, the 

opposite occurs. The dwarf planet's atmosphere 

actually gets warmer as altitude increases 

because the methane gas that's more 

concentrated higher up absorbs solar radiation. 

Credits: NASA   
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CLOSE ENCOUNTERS WITH MARS  

Last night, Mars had a close encounter with the 

Harvest Moon. Junior Powertron photographed 

the pair just a fraction of a degree apart over 

São Paulo, Brazil:"What a marvelous sky show 

on this hot night in São Paulo!" says Powertron. 

Now the real show begins. On Oct. 6th, Earth 

and Mars will have one of their finest close 

encounters in 20 years--only 62 million km 

apart. Rising in the east at sunset, red Mars will 

shine almost 3 times brighter than Sirius, the 

brightest star in the sky. The planet's disk will 

grow so large (22.6 arcseconds) that backyard 

telescopes can produce images reminiscent of 

Hubble. 

All you need is a sky map. Enjoy! 

 

Credit. Space Weather 

RADIO SIGNALS FROM MARS 

How close is Mars? Close enough for radio 

reception. On Oct. 4th, amateur radio 

operator Scott Tilley picked up a carrier wave 

from NASA's Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter 

(MRO) circling the Red Planet. Turn up the 

volume and listen to the Martian Doppler shift: 

Tilley is a leader in the field of satellite radio. 

Dead satellites, zombie satellites, spy satellites: 

He routinely finds and tracks them. "But this 

was a first for me," he says. "A satellite around 

Mars!" It's not easy picking up radio signals 

from distant planets. NASA does it using the 

giant antennas of the Deep Space Network. 

Tilley uses a modest 60 cm dish in his backyard 

in Roberts Creek, BC. This week's close 

encounter with Mars set the stage for his 

detection. "MRO's signal is weak, but it is one 

of the louder signals in Mars orbit," says Tilley. 

"The spacecraft has a large dish antenna it uses 

as a relay for other Mars missions. With the 

proximity of Mars these days, it was the perfect 

time to try." 

 
Above: Scott Tilley's backyard dish antenna in 

Roberts Creek, BC 

The signal Tilley picked up is a simple X-

band carrier wave containing no data or 

telemetry. "Its purpose is to allow for Doppler 

tracking," he explains. "The rapid change in 

pitch of the signal is caused by the relative 

motion of the satellite and the observer. Using 

the Doppler shift, I was able to calculate the 

period and semi-major axis of MRO's orbit. 

MRO was about 274 km over Mars at the time 

of my observation, a result confirmed by JPL 

Horizons. 

Credit. Space Weather 

  

https://www.spaceweather.com/images2020/05oct20/dish.jpg
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CLOSE ENCOUNTERS WITH MARS  

 

 

 

Mars had a close encounter with the Harvest 

Moon. Alan Dyer photographed the pair rising 

over the prairie near Gleichen, Alberta: 

"Shortly after they rose, the ISS flew over the 

Moon-Mars pairing," says Dyer. "It was a fine 

night!" Now the real show begins. On Oct. 6th, 

Earth and Mars will have one of their finest 

close encounters in 20 years--only 62 million 

km apart. Rising in the 

east at sunset, red Mars 

will shine almost 3 

times brighter than 

Sirius, the brightest star 

in the sky. The planet's 

disk will grow so large  

(22.6arcseconds) that 

backyard telescopes 

can produce images 

reminiscent of Hubble. 

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT: 

Mars is bright. The Moon is bright. Together, 

they were spectacular on Oct. 2nd-3rd when the 

two converged for a conjunction best seen from 

South America. Helio de Carvalho Vital sends 

this picture from Rio de Janeiro, Brazil: 

"This was almost a grazing occultation with 

only 4 arcminutes separating Mars from the 

lunar limb," says Vital. "To take the picture I 

used a Nikon CoolPix P900 camera--no 

telescope required!" 

FEAR AND DREAD AROUND MARS 
The moons of Mars are so small, some 

astronomers believe they are captured 

asteroids. Named Phobos and Deimos (Fear 

and Dread), the diminutive satellites average 17 

km in diameter and are rarely seen in pictures 

of the Red Planet. Last night was different. 

Dennis Simmons of Brisbane, Australia, 

captured both: "On Tuesday, Oct. 6th, Mars had 

a close encounter with Earth, only 62 million 

km (38.6 million miles) from my back garden 

in Brisbane,". The proximity not only boosted 

the apparent brightness of the tiny moons, but 

also increased their angular separation from 

Mars. "This made the photo possible. "The 

image above is actually a composite. Mars 

shines 242,000 times brighter than Phobos and 

741,000 times brighter than Deimos. "I overlaid 

my LRGB image over the blown-out disc of 

Mars, which I had to grossly over-expose to 

record the much fainter moons," he explains. 

EPIC RED AIRGLOW  

 It looks like auroras, 

but it's not. On Oct. 

12th, photographer 

Ruslan Merzlyakov 

went to Thy National 

Park Thy in northern 

Denmark for a good 

view of the Milky 

Way. This is what he 

saw instead: 

"To my surprise, this 

epic red airglow rippled across the entire sky," 

says Merzlyakov. Airglow is caused by 

chemical reactions in the upper atmosphere. 

These reactions get started during daylight 

hours when the atmosphere is bathed in strong 

UV radiation from the sun. On very dark nights, 

we can sometimes see the afterglow, colored 

green by oxygen atoms 90-100 km high or, in 

this case, red by hydroxyl (OH) molecules 86-

87 km high. Airglow is often modulated by 

dramatic ripples, such as the ones in 

Merzlyakov's photo. These are gravity waves 

from powerful thunderstorms propagating 

upward and crashing in the airglow layer. There 

is probably no connection. Red airglow is 

caused by chemical reactions involving OH 

molecules in a thin layer of atmosphere 86-87 

km high. Red auroras are caused by solar wind 

exciting oxygen atoms in a broad layer of 

atmosphere 150-500 km high.  

Credit. Space Weather   
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Yogamalika.Org Info. 

 

Announcement 1: 
Vivekacudamani Swamiji’s video announcement on the commencement of class & 

Vivekacudamani E-Book available at Yogamalika.org/Free Talks page. 

* No Registration, Payment & Login is required. 

 

 

*Announcement 2: 
Ongoing classes are cancelled, the date for the renewal of Global class membership from 

01.04.2020 is suspended for the time being. The revised date will be announced on this site 

later. 
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