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AI for Health: Join new ad-hoc 
group on digital health 
technologies to combat COVID-19 

A new ad-hoc group within the ITU-WHO 

Focus Group on Artificial Intelligence for 

Health aims to establish best practices in the 

use of artificial intelligence (AI) at each 

lifecycle of a public health emergency. 

Participation is open to all interested parties. 

The group will review AI and other digital 

health technologies’ performance in 

combatting COVID-19 to build clarity 

around effective technology approaches to 

COVID-19 and future health emergencies. 

The work of the ad-hoc group will be driven 

by a global network of health and 

technology experts from government, 

industry, academia, civil society, and 

international organizations. “We expect to 

learn from the experiences shared in the ad-

hoc Group and summarize a generalizable 

framework on the health emergency 

continuum to prepare for future scenarios,” 

says Co-Chair of the ad-hoc group Ana 

Riviere-Cinnamond, Pan-American Health 

Organization and WHO. Advances in AI 

and other digital technologies hold great 

promise for the health sector. This promise 

has been on display throughout the response 

to COVID-19, with AI supporting the early 

detection of COVID-19 outbreaks, 

symptom assessment, and the efficient 

monitoring of people living in affected 

areas. “Digital interventions have been used 

throughout the COVID-19 response to 

strengthen the health system, implement 

public health measures, and engage 

society,” says fellow Co-Chair of the ad-hoc 

group, Shan Xu, China Academy of 

Information and Communications 

Technology. 
 

Credit  ITU. 

Five key uncertainties around 
high-speed Internet from 

 low Earth orbit 

Our 2020 Predictions report asked “will low 

Earth orbit (LEO) satellite broadband give 

us a communications revolution or just a 

bunch of space junk?” We predicted that by 

the end of 2020 there would be over 700 

satellites in LEO for global broadband 

internet – we revised that number upward to 

more than 1,000 in May. Companies around 

the world are seeking to provide higher 

speeds, lower latency, expanded global 

coverage and a better end user experience – 

all needed even more in a post-COVID-19 

world. They are looking to provide 

improved connectivity for the transportation 

industry, communication backbones for IoT 

devices, mobile backhaul, capabilities for 

governments and direct-to-consumer 

services. There has been a lot of progress so 

far this year, even with the disruptions 

caused by the pandemic. SpaceX has 

launched 597 Starlink satellites in total (at 

the time of publishing), and plans to start 

initial service later in the year after public 

testing. OneWeb has 74 satellites in orbit, 

but had to declare bankruptcy. They were a 

serious competitor for SpaceX and had some 

distinct advantages, like priority spectrum 

access requests. It may still be again, the UK 

government and Bharti Global have bid 

US$500 million each for a stake in OneWeb, 

beating out a bid from Canada’s Telesat. 

Their recovery plan is in progress and 

OneWeb is planning on ramping up their 

satellite production and completing their 

initial constellation. 

  

Credit  ITU. 
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Call for video demos: Showcasing 
digital transformation at the first 
virtual ITU Kaleidoscope 
conference 

A virtual conference by design, this year’s 

ITU Kaleidoscope academic conference will 

feature a global representation of expert 

views and demos to highlight why 2020 and 

beyond will be remembered for “industry-

driven digital transformation”. From early 

research prototypes to production-ready 

systems, Kaleidoscope 2020 welcomes 

demos showcasing emerging concepts in 

applied research as well as concepts already 

seeing application in industry. The 

Kaleidoscope Steering Committee will 

select demos for video presentation at the 

conference based on their relevance to the 

conference’s theme, clarity, originality, 

innovation, applicability, and potential 

impact on people’s lives.7-11 December 

2020, free of charge and open to all ITU 

Kaleidoscope events are peer-reviewed 

academic conferences that share research 

into topics of growing strategic importance 

to ITU’s membership. The manufacturing 

sector has been an early adopter of emerging 

technologies – capitalizing on advances in 

connectivity and machine intelligence – but 

the automotive, energy, retail and healthcare 

sectors are all moving in the same direction. 

This trend is evident in the contributions 

driving ITU standardization work in fields 

such as smart cities, healthcare, financial 

services, energy, transport, and AI and 

machine learning Kaleidoscope 2020: 

Industry-driven digital transformation will 

look at how the Fourth Industrial Revolution 

– with data analytics at its core – relies on 

progress in fields such as AI, robotics, edge 

computing. 

 

Credit  ITU. 

 

Here’s how ICTs bring stability to 
an uncertain world 

 
We all yearn for stability in our lives. Even 

if it’s for the best, no one really likes the 

uncertainty change entails. For most of us, 

stability would mean going back to pre-

COVID times when we could meet with 

work colleagues, attend classes in person or 

socialize with friends and relatives without 

worrying about getting sick. However, the 

‘normal’ is not what many others would 

want to return to. Millions worldwide suffer 

from extreme poverty, hunger, lack of 

education, clean water and sanitation and 

other areas addressed in the UN Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs). Progress in 

these areas was not up to the ambitious 

timescales set, but progress was being made. 

Now the pandemic has reversed many gains 

and led to even greater challenges. Three 

areas to focus on So how do we achieve 

stability in such an uncertain world? In my 

view, there are three areas to focus on. First: 

more reliance on information and 

communication technologies (ICTs). 

Second: better collaboration, cooperation 

and coordination at the national, regional 

and international levels. And third, the 

adoption of a new more sustainable socio-

economic model based on the lessons 

learned from the pandemic. Leveraging 

ICTs for universal connectivity ICTs have 

given billions of people around the world the 

ability to continue their work, studies, care 

of others and remain connected to loved 

ones, largely thanks to the network operators 

and platform providers that have been able 

to successfully respond to the huge increase 

in demand over the past few months. to 

achieve the SDGs, and that includes the 3.6 

billion people around the world that are still 

not connected to the Internet. 

 

Credit  ITU. 
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The telecoms industry landscape is 
changing. What remains for 
traditional operators? 

Gone are the days when national telecoms 

markets were primarily defined by former 

monopoly incumbent telcos together with a 

handful of mobile operators (MNOs). New 

types of players have been emerging for a 

while, leveraging opportunities provided by 

market liberalization, competitive 

regulatory frameworks and the relaxation of 

licensing regimes.Internet service providers 

(ISPs), mobile virtual network operators 

(MVNOs) and international voice service 

providers have been trying to find their 

niche in the market – generally, however, in 

the shadow of giant MNOs. Furthermore, 

cable TV companies have been trying to 

reinvent themselves as broadband providers 

with multi-play offerings. For a while 

already, independent tower companies or 

‘towercos’ have also been emerging as an 

increasingly important element in the 

telecom industry landscape. Forces of 

change Lately, and accelerated by COVID-

19 in recent months, several forces have 

converged to reshape the industry in a much 

more profound manner. For quite some time 

now, the uninspiring financial states of 

telcos, with stagnating or even contracting 

revenues, are being further hit by the 

pandemic. Following a survey of global 

telecom executives, Delta Partners predicted 

that the pandemic may lead to operators’ 

annual revenues decreasing by up to 10 per 

cent. Government pressures for CAPEX 

spending to expand broadband (including 

gigabit connectivity) and secure national 

leadership in 5G is another impetus for 

change. With the pandemic-induced 

dependence on the Internet connectivity for 

everything – from work to study to health to 

shopping .  

Credit  ITU. 

The best of the best in supporting 
SDGs with ICTs: Meet the 2020 
WSIS Prizes winners 

One of the major highlights of the annual 

World Summit on the Information Society 

Forum (WSIS) Forum is the awarding of the 

prestigious WSIS Prizes. These highly 

sought-after awards recognize outstanding 

initiatives from governments, the private 

sector, civil society and academia that 

channel the contributions of information and 

communication technologies (ICTs) 

towards the betterment of society. Now in its 

ninth edition, the WSIS Prizes winners 

represent the year’s most innovative and 

high-impact projects from around the world 

that demonstrate the vital role of ICTs in 

achieving the United Nations’ Sustainable 

Development Goals.  

 
The prizes are awarded across 18 categories, 

each directly linked to the 11 WSIS Action 

Lines defined in the Geneva Plan of Action. 

This year, a record number of 806 projects 

were submitted by the WSIS community 

around the world. Of these, 776 projects 

were nominated after the deliberation of the 

Expert Group. WSIS Prizes regional 

distribution 2020 Contenders for the coveted 

WSIS Prizes 2020 come from all over the 

world. Image source: WSIS Stocktaking 

From there, 90 Champions were selected 

based on over two million votes cast by 

WSIS stakeholders. Today, the 18 winners 

were announced just after the WSIS 

Forum’s virtual opening ceremony. 

Credit  ITU. 
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How the United States is 
generating new ICT opportunities 
for women and girls 

 

This past April, the U.S. Department of 

State joined the International 

Telecommunications Union (ITU) to 

celebrate International Girls in Information 

and Communications Technology (ICT) 

Day with women and girls around the world. 

Although the COVID pandemic changed 

how we came together, advanced secure 

communications technologies allowed us to 

recognize the day, and provided a lifeline to 

maintain the cohesion of our societies and 

economies. COVID has also accelerated our 

reliance on digital connectivity and 

highlighted the importance of 

communications technologies, including 

5G. It has transformed how we work, learn, 

and socialize. It has also underscored the 

importance of privacy and security in the use 

of digital technologies and communications 

networks provided by trusted vendors. 

Adapting to these transformations and 

thriving in this new environment will 

require new skills for large portions of the 

labour market. Before this crisis, the ICT 

industry, including 5G, was expected to add 

half a million new jobs in the United States 

over the next 10 years, with an annual 

employment growth rate of 12 per cent 

according to the United States Bureau of 

Labor Statistics. A shift to open virtual 5G 

communications networks that allow 

software to replace the need for specialized 

hardware could increase competition and 

create new opportunities for software 

engineers, cloud programmers, ICT 

professionals, and entrepreneurs, especially 

among small and medium-sized enterprises. 

 

Credit  ITU. 

 

Joining forces with ITU for 
affordable broadband  

 

We are delighted with the opportunity to 

join forces with ITU to help provide more 

affordable internet access to the world’s 3.6 

billion unconnected. My organization, the 

Alliance for Affordable Internet (A4AI), 

and the International Telecommunication 

Union (ITU) have launched a new joint 

annual research initiative to produce and 

publish mobile and fixed broadband pricing 

and affordability data, covering 207 

countries around the world. A4AI currently 

publishes mobile broadband pricing data in 

100 low and middle-income countries and 

now, through this exciting partnership, we 

will scale up to give more insights into the 

cost of internet access across the world. 

This is a critical next step to continue to 

strengthen our partnership and together 

publish the most reliable and updated set of 

broadband pricing data across all ITU 

member states. This project will support 

A4AI’s policy advocacy work and ensure 

that policymakers and other stakeholders 

can make decisions based on accurate and 

reliable data. This new collaboration will 

provide the most accurate and trusted 

publicly available source for broadband 

pricing and affordability data around the 

world. The data will be accessible to the 

public via a joint interactive online platform 

to provide data visualizations and easy 

access to the data. In addition to publishing 

the data, A4AI and the ITU will provide 

analysis and findings based on the data set, 

including global and regional pricing trends 

and progress towards affordable access 

across regions and countries. affordable 

broadband.  

 

Credit  ITU. 
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Union Health Ministry announces 
guidelines for teaching activities in 
classrooms from Sept 21 

Union Minister of State for Health and 

Family Welfare, Ashwini Kr. Choubey 

shared a picture of the guidelines on his 

Twitter handle on Sunday. The health 

ministry issued the Standard Operating 

Procedures (SOP) for Skill training 

institutes, Higher Education Institutes 

conducting courses in technical programs 

requiring lab work to be permitted from 

September 21. As per the guidelines, the 

seating arrangement should be done in an 

order to ensure a distance of 6 feet between 

chairs, desks. “The staggering of classroom 

activities, with separate time slots, to allow 

adequate physical distancing and 

disinfection of classroom premises. 

Academic scheduling to have intermix of 

regular classroom teaching and online 

assessment. Teaching faculty to ensure that 

they and students ear masks throughout 

teaching activities. Sharing of items like 

laptops, notebook, stationery amongst 

students to not to be allowed,” the guidelines 

said. The Health Ministry had on September 

8 issued a standard operating procedure 

(SOP) for a partial reopening of schools for 

students of classes 9 to 12 for taking 

guidance from their teachers on a voluntary 

basis. The SOP follows Unlock 4 guidelines 

of Home Ministry which came into effect 

from September 1. The Home Ministry had 

said that states and Union Territories may 

permit up to 50 per cent of teaching and non-

teaching staff to be called to the schools at a 

time for online teaching or tele-counselling 

and related work from September 21. 

 

Credit  ANI. 

 

 

Surat-based textile businessman 
launches Kangana Ranaut print 
saree 

In order to express his support to actor 

Kangana Ranaut, a Surat-based textile 

businessman has manufactured a 

‘Manikarnika’ styled saree with the actor’s 

portrait imprinted on it. Rajat Dawar who 

owns shops in the Universal textile market 

in Gujarat’s Surat has come up with this 

saree and said that what happened with the 

actor is something that cannot be accepted. 

Speaking to ANI, he said, “She wanted to 

raise her voice to support something but her 

voice was suppressed and her office was 

demolished. So we wanted to support her 

and came up with this idea to manufacture 

the saree with ‘I support Kangana’ written 

on it.” He further said, “We launched this 

saree yesterday and have already received 

multiple orders. The price range starts from 

Rs 1,000 to Rs 5,000 depending upon the 

fabric on which it has been made.” On being 

asked about the permission to imprint 

Kangana’s portrait on the fabric, Rajat 

added, “We have not made this saree to 

promote our brand in any way, but only with 

the motive to support her in her 

fight.”Ranaut has been involved in a bitter 

war of words with Shiv Sena MP Sanjay 

Raut after her remarks that she feels unsafe 

in Mumbai and has no trust in the Mumbai 

Police after the death of the actor Sushant 

Singh Rajput Besides this, Kangana’s office 

in Pali Hill, Bandra was partially 

demolished on Wednesday by the 

Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation 

(BMC). Moreover, the actor allegedly 

received threats following which she was 

provided Y plus security. On September 9, 

she arrived in Mumbai amid tight security.  

 

Credit  ANI. 
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OIL diverts gas from blown out 
well in Assam’s Baghjan 

 

Baghjan (Assam) [India], September 13 

(ANI): In order to reduce the surface level 

well head pressure of the blowout well 

number 5 at Assam’s Baghjan, the process 

of restoration of diversion of the flow of gas 

from the well head to Baghjan EPS and two 

flare pits successfully implemented on 

Sunday, Oil India Limited said. “Today’s 

operation was carried out after experts from 

M/s Alert and OIL completed the 

checking/inspection of the wellhead and 

safety inspection along with specific Job 

Safety Analysis of the entire system 

yesterday. The flow of gas was diverted to 

EPS at around 8.40 am after closing the BOP 

and flaring part of the gas which was 

diverted to two flare pits. Wellhead 

pressures and related parameters are being 

monitored constantly and once the whole 

system is stabilized, the next line of actions 

will be undertaken for well killing 

operation,” Oil India said in a statement. The 

company said that all safety precautions are 

in place and the wellhead, BOP stack, choke 

manifold and ground x-mas tree are being 

continuously sprayed with water for cooling 

purposes. “All efforts are being taken to 

control the well at the earliest,” it said. On 

May 27 this year, a blowout occurred after 

the well suddenly became active while OIL 

was carrying out work over operations in the 

gas-producing well Baghjan-5 under 

Baghjan Oilfield.  
 

 

Credit  ANI. 
 

 

 

Licences of 56 customs brokers 
suspended in one year: CBIC 

 

New Delhi [India], September 13 (ANI): 

Licences of 56 Customs Brokers including 

those of 37 from Delhi have been suspended 

since August 2019 till date, said the Central 

Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs 

(CBIC).The CBIC informed that the 

Directorate General of Analytics and Risk 

Management (DGARM) had carried out 

data analytics of customs brokers linked 

with fraudulent/unscrupulous exporters and 

the findings have resulted in the suspension 

of licences of 56 customs brokers. 

According to CBIC, this exercise revealed 

that 62 Customs Brokers (including 37 from 

Delhi) had handled more than 15,290 export 

consignments of 1,431 untraceable 

exporters. “In one particular case, a Customs 

Broker has handled exports of 99 

untraceable exporters who claimed Rs 

121.79 crore of IGST refund. These 

Customs Brokers’ activities were under 

strong suspicion for quite some time and the 

officials were able to block IGST refund of 

Rs 226 crores in these cases so far. The 

matter is under further investigation. These 

62 Customs Brokers were placed in 3 

categories based on the extent of their 

linkage with the non-existent/untraceable 

exporters,” the release said. CBIC explained 

that all these suspended Customs Broker 

cannot transact business anymore. An alert 

for 100 per cent examination of all import 

consignments has been inserted considering 

the likelihood of malpractice in imports as 

well by the doubtful Customs Brokers. 

 

Credit  ANI. 
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MT New Diamond is stable, safe 95 
kms from Sri Lanka coast: Indian 
Navy 
 

 
New Delhi [India], September 13 (ANI): Sri 

Lankan vessel MT New Diamond which 

caught fire after a major explosion in its 

engine room on September 3, was stable and 

safe 95 kilometres from Sri Lanka coast, 

Indian Navy said. A joint team of Indian 

Navy, Sri Lanka Navy and Salvor diving 

team completed underwater inspection. 

Salvors undertook deballasting and blanking 

of the underwater non-return valve, said 

Indian Navy. Motor Tanker (MT) New 

Diamond caught fire after a major explosion 

in its engine room on September 3 when it 

was transiting in Sri Lankan exclusive 

economic zone. The large 333-metre long 

crude carrier was carrying over three lakh 

metric tons of crude oil for the Indian Oil 

Corporation from Kuwait to Paradip.   

Credit  ANI. 

 

Odisha: STF arrests 4 people in 
Subarnapur district, seizes 479 kg 
of ganja 

 
Subarnapur (Odisha) [India], September 13 

(ANI): The Special Task Force (STF) 

arrested four people on Sunday from 

Subarnapur district and seized 479 

kilograms of ganja along with Rs 9,77,200 

cash. Two vehicles were also recovered 

from their possession. According to the 

officials, a case under Narcotic Drugs and 

Psychotropic Substances Act have been 

registered in the Subalaya Police Station. 

An investigation is underway, and more 

information is awaited.  
 

Credit  ANI. 
 

Western Railways conducts 
checking after reports of people 
travelling on fake tickets 

With several incidents of passengers 

traveling on fake photocopy train tickets, the 

Western Railway’s Flying Squad conducted 

special checks in specific trains that reported 

several such cases. As per a statement from 

the Western Railway, the intensive ambush 

checks were carried out on September 9 and 

10 after several cases of fake tickets were 

noticed in the case of Tatkal booking of 

tickets of trains North and East origin. 

“Two teams were made and surprise checks 

were conducted towards Nagda interchange 

and Jalgaon interchange for such trains. An 

intensive 48-hour check was conducted by 

the teams between the Jalgaon-Surat-

Vadodara-Ratlam section of the Western 

Railway,” the statement said. It further 

informed that the Flying Squad team 

detected 20 passengers in Avadh Express 

towards Mumbai who did not possess the 

Original Journey ticket. “These passengers 

were charged as “Without Ticket” and a 

total of Rs. 31,895/- as railway dues were 

collected in the last leg of their journey. Two 

other passengers were detected of traveling 

on tickets booked for different passengers 

(Transfer of Ticket) for which Rs. 2810/- 

were recovered as dues,” the statement 

added. It further added,  
 

Credit  ANI. 
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Two children die of food poisoning, 
another critical in Andhra’s 
Kurnool dist 

Kurnool (Andhra Pradesh) [India], 

September 14 (ANI): Two children died of 

food poisoning, and another is in critical 

condition in Kurnool district of Andhra 

Pradesh after they consumed biscuits bought 

from a local shop along with tea on Sunday. 

As per Prasad, Sub Inspector (SI), 

Allagadda Rural Police Station, three 

children of the same family bought biscuits 

at a small shop near their house in 

Chinthakommadinne village on Sunday 

evening. “Jamal Bi (8), Hussain Basha (6) 

and Hussain Bi (4) consumed biscuits along 

with tea at around 5.00 pm on Sunday. After 

that, all three children started vomiting. 

Family members immediately took them to 

Allagadda Government Hospital. Hussain 

Basha breathed his last while undergoing 

treatment, at around 8.30 pm,” said the SI. 

He added that later at night, parents shifted 

the other two children to GGH (Government 

general Hospital) in Kurnool last night. 

“However, Hussain Bi died this morning at 

around 9.30 am. Jamal Bi’s position is still 

critical,” he said The SI added that 

Allagadda Government Hospital’s doctor 

has confirmed that case was of food 

poisoning, but whether the poisoning 

occurred due to biscuits or tea is yet to be 

probed.“The police have filed a case under 

section 174 CrPC (Criminal Procedure 

Code). We have collected 13 biscuit packets 

at the shop from where children had 

purchased the biscuits, and sent them for 

testing. Further, the police have seized the 

wholesale shop that supplies biscuits. Food 

Inspector will inspect the wholesale shop on 

Tuesday,” he added.  

 

Credit  ANI. 

A new high in the sky, domestic 
travellers touch 1,43,811: Hardeep 
Puri 
 

 
 

New Delhi [India], September 14 (ANI): 

The total number of domestic travellers on 

Sunday in the country touched 1,43,811 on 

Sunday, said Hardeep Singh Puri, Civil 

Aviation Minister said today. Puri informed 

that out of the total number of flyers, there 

were 1,298 departures and 1,294 arrivals. 

The total also includes 2,87,528 footfalls at 

the airport, 1,43,717 passengers handled 

(arrivals), 1,43,811 passengers handled 

(departures), and 2,592 total movements. 

“A new high in the sky. Number of domestic 

travellers on Sunday, 13 Sept 2020 touches 

1,43,811. Reflects how flying is being 

considered a safe mode of travel as India 

continues to emerge stronger in the fight 

against COVID-19. Congratulations to our 

flyers and stakeholders,” he tweeted. All 

scheduled commercial passenger flights 

were suspended in India on March 25 after 

the central government imposed a lockdown 

to contain the spread of COVID-

19.Domestic flights in the country resumed 

operations from May 25 in a gradual 

manner.  

 

 

Credit  ANI. 
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US bans five exports from China’s 
Xinjiang region over forced labour 

Washington [US], September 15 (ANI): In 

another crackdown on China, the United 

States has banned cotton, hair products, 

computer components, and some textiles 

from China’s Xinjiang province which are 

made “using forced labour”.“By taking this 

action, DHS is combating illegal and 

inhumane forced labor, a type of modern 

slavery, used to make goods that the Chinese 

government then tries to import into the 

United States. When China attempts to 

import these goods into our supply chains, it 

also disadvantages American workers and 

businesses,” said Acting Department of 

Homeland Security (DHS) Deputy 

Secretary Ken Cuccinelli. “President Trump 

and this Department have, and always will, 

put American workers and businesses first 

and protect American citizens from 

participating in these egregious human 

rights violations,” Cuccinelli said. 

“The Trump Administration will not stand 

idly by and allow foreign companies to 

subject vulnerable workers to forced labor 

while harming American businesses that 

respect human rights and the rule of law,” 

said Acting CBP Commissioner Mark A. 

Morgan. “Today’s Withhold Release Orders 

send a clear message to the international 

community that we will not tolerate the 

illicit, inhumane, and exploitative practices 

of forced labor in U.S. supply chains.” 

The list of Withhold Release Orders (WRO) 

issued by the US Customs and Border 

Protection (CBP) include products made 

with labour from the Lop County No. 4 

Vocational Skills Education and Training 

Center, hair products made in the Lop 

County Hair Product Industrial Park; 

apparel produced by Yili Zhuowan Garment 

Manufacturing Co. and Baoding LYSZD 

Trade and Business Co.; cotton produced 

and processed by Xinjiang Junggar Cotton 

and Linen Co. in China’s Xinjiang Uyghur 

Autonomous Region. Besides, Computer 

parts made by Hefei Bitland Information 

Technology Co. in Anhui have also been 

banned as “Hefei Bitland uses both prison 

and forced labor to produce electronics.” 

Credit  ANI. 

MT New Diamond safe, stable after 
sailors undertook deballasting 
measures: Indian Navy 

 
New Delhi [India], September 14 (ANI): 

Indian Navy on Monday informed that 

Motor Tanker (MT) New Diamond is safe 

and stable after sailors undertook 

deballasting measure on the ship. “MT New 

Diamond (Sri Lankan vessel) safe and 

stable. Sailors undertook deballasting from 

Engine Room to Ballast Tanks. All leaks on 

hull sealed. Tug Boka Expedition took over 

2 pm, 13 Sep. MT New Diamond assessed 

pollution free and ready to be towed,” Indian 

Navy tweeted. MT New Diamond which 

caught fire after a major explosion in its 

engine room on September 3, is stable and 

safe 95 kilometres from Sri Lanka coast, 

Navy said. A joint team of Indian Navy, Sri 

Lanka Navy and a diving team had 

completed underwater inspection. MT New 

Diamond caught fire after a major explosion 

in its engine room on September 3 when it 

was transiting in Sri Lankan exclusive 

economic zone. The large 333-metre long 

crude carrier was carrying over three lakh 

metric tons of crude oil for the Indian Oil 

Corporation from Kuwait to Paradip.  

Credit  ANI. 
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India, Japan agree to advance 
defence cooperation to realise free, 
open India-Pacific 

Indian Army Chief MM Naravane and Japan 

Ground Self Defense Force (JGSDF), Chief 

of Staff General, Goro Yuasa, on Monday, 

had a telephonic discussion during which 

they agreed to advance defence cooperation 

and exchanges between the two countries to 

realise a free and open India -Pacific region. 

“General Yuasa, the Chief of Staff, #JGSDF 

held a discussion with General MM 

Naravane, the Chief of the Army Staff, 

#IndianArmy (IA) over the phone on 

September 14th. Both generals agreed to 

advance JGSDF-IA defense cooperation 

/exchanges to realize a “Free and Open 

Indo-Pacific”,” the JGSDF tweeted. India- 

Pacific region is largely viewed as an area 

comprising the Indian Ocean and the 

western and central Pacific Ocean, including 

the South China Sea. China’s territorial 

claims in the South China Sea and its efforts 

to advance into the Indian Ocean are seen to 

have challenged the established rules-based 

system. Vietnam, the Philippines, Malaysia, 

Brunei and Taiwan have counterclaims in 

the South China Sea. Beijing rising 

assertiveness against counter claimants in 

East and South Sea has resulted in 

unprecedented agreement across the Indo-

Pacific. According to the Nikkei Asian 

Review, several concerned nations are 

already deepening security ties with each 

other and the US in order to mitigate the 

threat. In recent years, Japan has expressed 

increasing concern regarding Beijing’s 

activities in the region especially concerning 

the situation with the disputed Senkaku 

islands, known in China as the Diaoyudao 

islands and claimed by Beijing to be Chinese 

territory .  

Credit  ANI. 

Twitter not trying edit feature on 
tweets, company clarifies 

 

Washington DC [US], September 14 (ANI): 

Twitter on Sunday clarifies that it is not 

trying out an edit feature on tweets after 

some users were able to do so for some time 

due to a technical “bug”.According to the 

Verge, users were able to somehow edit 

their tweets on Sunday. If a user deleted a 

tweet’s response and then tried to respond to 

it again, the ‘deleted’ text reappeared, 

allowing them to fix any mistakes and re-

post it. However, when users started to 

celebrate, a Twitter spokesperson clarified 

that the company is not trying out any such 

feature and it was just a “bug”.Users have 

repeatedly been asking Twitter to 

incorporate the option to edit tweets. As per 

a report in the Verge, Twitter CEO Jack 

Dorsey went on record saying that the 

company would “probably never” introduce 

an edit button.  

Credit  ANI. 

Consumer Price Index at 6.69 pc in 
August against 6.73 pc last month 

 

The Retail inflation which is measured by 

Consumer Price Index (General) decreased to 

6.69 per cent in August as compared to 6.73 per 

cent in the last month, the government said on 

Monday.    Continuous… 
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The corresponding Consumer Food Price 

Index (CFPI) stood at 9.05 per cent in 

August 2020 as against 9.27 per cent in July 

2020. According to the data released by the 

government, the Rural CPI (General) in 

August stands at 6.66 per cent as against 

6.76 per cent in July. The Urban CPI 

(General) stood at 6.80 per cent in August as 

against 6.70 per cent in July. Further, the 

data indicated that the Rural CFPI stands at 

9.11 per cent in August as compared to 9.47 

per cent in July. The Urban CFPI saw a 

decline of 0.17 per cent and stood at 8.82 per 

cent in August as against 8.99 per cent in 

July. Among the states, the highest CPI 

(General) was witnessed in Assam where it 

stood at 9.52 per cent in August. The lowest 

CPI was witnessed in Delhi where it stood at 

3.58 per cent in August. The Food and 

Beverages Combined Index stood at 8.29 

per cent in August. The clothing and 

footwear combined index stood at 2.77 per 

cent while the Housing and Fuel and light 

index both stood at 3.10 per cent each. 

The Ministry of Statistics and Programme 

Implementation said that the price data were 

collected from representative and selected 

1,114 urban markets and 1,181 villages 

covering all States/UTs. 

Credit  ANI. 

Dark matter destruction ruled out 
in galactic center 

 

The detection more than a decade ago by the 

Fermi Gamma-ray Space Telescope of an 

excess of high-energy radiation in the centre 

of the Milky Way convinced some 

physicists that they were seeing evidence of 

the annihilation of dark matter particles, but 

a team led by a researcher at the Kavli 

Institute for the Physics and Mathematics of 

the Universe (Kavli IPMU) has ruled out 

that interpretation. In a paper published 

recently in the journal Physical Review D, 

the Kavli IPMU project researcher Oscar 

Macias and colleagues at other institutions 

report that — through an analysis of the 

Fermi data and an exhaustive series of 

modelling exercises — they were able to 

determine that the observed gamma rays 

could not have been produced by what are 

called weakly interacting massive particles 

(WIMPS), most popularly theorised as the 

stuff of dark matter. “The crucial point of 

our recent paper is that our approach covers 

the wide range of astrophysical background 

models that have been used to infer the 

existence of the galactic centre excess, and 

goes beyond them. So, using any of our 

state-of-the-art background models, we find 

no need for a dark matter component to be 

included in our model for this sky region. 

This allows us to impose very stringent 

constraints on particle dark matter models,” 

said Macias. By eliminating these particles, 

the destruction of which could generate 

energies of up to 300 giga-electron volts, the 

paper’s authors say, they have put the 

strongest constraints yet on dark matter 

properties. “For 40 years or so, the leading 

candidate for dark matter among particle 

physicists was a thermal, weakly interacting 

and weak-scale particle, and this result for 

the first time rules out that candidate up to 

very high-mass particles,” said co-author 

Kevork Abazajian, professor of physics and 

astronomy at the University of California, 

Irvine (UCI). “In many models, this particle 

ranges from 10 to 1,000 times the mass of a 

proton, with more massive particles being 

less attractive theoretically as a dark matter 

particle,” added co-author Manoj 

Kaplinghat, also a UCI professor of physics 

and astronomy. “In this paper, we’re 

eliminating dark matter candidates over the 

favoured range, which is a huge 

improvement in the constraints we put on 

the possibilities that these are representative 

of dark matter.” 

Credit  ANI. 
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Study finds colours evoke similar 
feelings around the world 
 

While it is known that people around the 

world associate colours with emotions, a 

recent study has found that from different 

parts of the world often associate the same 

colours with the same emotions. The study 

was published in the journal Psychological 

Science. This was the result of a detailed 

survey of 4,598 participants from 30 nations 

over six continents, carried out by an 

international research team. “No similar 

study of this scope has ever been carried 

out,” said Dr Daniel Oberfeld-Twistel, 

member of the participating team at 

Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz 

(JGU). “It allowed us to obtain a 

comprehensive overview and establish that 

colour-emotion associations are surprisingly 

similar around the world. ”Scientists report 

that the participants were asked to fill out an 

online questionnaire, which involved 

assigning up to 20 emotions to twelve 

different colour terms. The participants were 

also asked to specify the intensity with 

which they associated the colour term with 

the emotion. The researchers then calculated 

the national averages for the data and 

compared these with the worldwide average. 

“This revealed a significant global 

consensus,” summarised Oberfeld-Twistel. 

“For example, throughout the world, the 

colour of red is the only colour that is 

strongly associated with both a positive 

feeling — love — and a negative feeling — 

anger.” Brown, on the other hand, triggers 

the fewest emotions globally. However, the 

scientists also noted some national 

peculiarities. For example, the colour of 

white is much more closely associated with 

sadness in China than it is in other countries, 

and the same applies to purple in Greece. 

“This may be because in China white 

clothing is worn at funerals and the colour 

dark purple is used in the Greek Orthodox 

Church during periods of mourning,” 

explained Oberfeld-Twistel. In addition to 

such cultural peculiarities, the climate may 

also play a role. According to the findings 

from another of the team’s studies, yellow 

tends to be more closely associated with the 

emotion of joy in countries that see less 

sunshine, while the association is weaker in 

areas that have greater exposure to it. 

Credit  ANI. 

 

Study focuses on a gene that could 
decrease likelihood of developing 
alcoholic cirrhosis 

Researchers have discovered how a person’s 

genes play a role in the possibility that they 

will suffer from alcoholic cirrhosis, as they 

discovered a gene that could make the 

disease less likely. Alcoholic cirrhosis can 

happen after years of drinking too much 

alcohol. According to the researchers, 

discovering more about this illness couldn’t 

come at a more important time. The team 

describes its findings in a new paper 

published in Hepatology. “Based on US 

data, alcohol-associated liver disease is on 

the rise in terms of the prevalence and 

incidents and it is happening more often in 

younger patients,” said Suthat 

Liangpunsakul, MD, professor of medicine, 

dean’s scholar in medical research for the 

Department of Medicine Division of 

Gastroenterology and Hepatology, and one 

of the principal investigators of the study. 

“There’s a real public health problem 

involving the consumption of alcohol and 

people starting to drink at a younger age.” 

Credit  ANI. 
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Where does the heat go 

 “where does the heat go”? The Earth 

Energy Imbalance (EEI), the difference 

between the amount of energy from the sun 

arriving at the Earth and the amount 

returning to space, serves as a fundamental 

metric to allow the scientific community and 

the public to assess how well the world 

responds to the task of bringing climate 

change under control. The new study 

represents the most accurate, state-of-the-art 

heat inventory study to date.  It indicates that 

the Earth Energy Imbalance continues to 

grow unabated and has doubled in the past 

decade (2010-2018) compared against the 

1971-2018 mean value. Only approximately 

1% of this heat resides in the 

atmosphere. The vast majority of excess 

heat (89%) is absorbed by the ocean. New 

assessments of borehole measurements 

show that the land heating is 6%. About 4% 

of excess heat causes loss (melting) of both 

land ice and floating ice. Direct impacts of 

this heating, driven by heat-trapping 

anthropogenic carbon dioxide in the 

atmosphere, include sea-level rise, ice loss, 

and warming of the ocean, land and 

atmosphere. The results also show that EEI 

not only continues, it increases: the EEI 

amounted to 0.87 + 0.12 W/m2 during 2010-

2018. Stabilization of climate change 

requires the EEI to be reduced to 

approximately zero to regain a quasi-

equilibrium state in the Earth system. 

This study calculates that the amount of 

CO2 in the atmosphere must be reduced 

from the present concentration of nearly 410 

ppm to approximately 350 ppm to bring the 

Earth back towards energy balance. “The 

EEI calculation is hence the best single 

metric we have of how well we are doing in 

our attempts to bring climate change under 

control. Improved quantification and 

reduced uncertainties of the EEI can only be 

achieved through sustained international 

multi-disciplinary collaboration and 

enhanced global climate observations with 

extensions to cover important gaps such as 

the deep ocean and the cryosphere,” said the 

study, led by Karina von Schuckmann of 

Mercator Ocean International. 
 

Credit  WMO 
 

International Day of Clean Air 
targets air pollution 

 
 

The first International Day of Clean Air for 

blue skies is being celebrated on 7 

September to boost cooperation to tackle air 

pollution and provide clean air for all. 

The key message is that air pollution is now 

the greatest environmental threat to health, 

but it is preventable. We have the solutions 

and technology to change this. To improve 

our air quality we need everyone on board –

from individuals to private companies to 

governments. 

“Around the world, nine out of every ten 

people breathe unclean air. Air pollution 

contributes to heart disease, strokes, lung 

cancer and other respiratory diseases. It 

causes an estimated 7 million premature 

deaths every year, predominantly in low- 

and middle-income countries. Air pollution 

also threatens the economy, food security 

and the environment, said UN Secretary-

General António Guterres. 

 

Credit  WMO   



The Voice of Mentor, SEP 2020 Page 16  

UN 

Guterres condemns killing of 
journalists, following beheading of 
Mexican crime reporter 

Following the gruesome death of a 

Mexican journalist specializing in crime 

reporting, who was found beheaded on 

Wednesday, UN chief António Guterres has 

issued a statement condemning the 

increasing number of attacks made on media 

workers worldwide. The Secretary-General 

is appalled at the continued and increased 

numbers of attacks against journalists and 

media workers around the world”, said the 

statement released on Friday night in New 

York. “The recent killing of Julio Valdivia 

Rodríguez, a journalist at a newspaper in the 

State of Veracruz, Mexico, is yet another 

example of the hazardous and difficult 

conditions in which many journalists work 

globally.” According to news reports, Mr. 

Valdivia, aged 44, was found in a remote 

municipality, near some train tracks, having 

been beheaded and tortured, said a member 

of staff at his newspaper, Diario El Mundo. 

The focus of his work was on violent crime, 

which has become a scourge across much of 

Mexico in recent decades, led by the 

powerful drug cartels, amidst widespread 

corruption. He is reportedly the fourth 

journalist to die this year. The Committee to 

Protect Journalists reported that around half 

of all journalists murdered last year, were 

Mexican. Mr. Guterres condemned “all 

attacks and killings of journalists and calls 

on the respective authorities to ensure that 

they are thoroughly investigated and that 

those responsible are held accountable.”  

He also emphasized that a free press “is 

essential for peace, justice, sustainable 

development and human rights. No 

democracy can function without press 

freedom, added the UN chief, “which is the 

cornerstone of trust between people and 

their institutions. When media workers are 

targeted, societies as a whole, pay a price.” 

Credit  UN 

Issues surrounding Syria’s 
chemical weapons programme 
must be resolved, to restore global 
confidence 

 
Updating members on the implementation 

of resolution 2118 – on the elimination of 

Syria’s chemical weapons programme - 

High Representative for Disarmament 

Affairs Izumi Nakamitsu said that, as is 

established practice, her office has 

maintained regular contact over the last 

month with counterparts at the Organisation 

for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons 

(OPCW). “I understand that the Syria has 

not yet provided sufficient technical 

information or explanations that would 

enable the OPCW Technical Secretariat to 

close the issue related to the finding of a 

Schedule 2 chemical detected at the Barzah 

facilities of the Syrian Scientific Studies and 

Research Centre”, she reported. Inspections 

subject to path of COVID-19  The OPCW 

Technical Secretariat still plans to conduct 

two rounds of inspections of the Centre’s 

Barzah and Jamrayah facilities, she said, 

noting however, that the visits are subject to 

the evolution of COVID-19.  It will continue 

to engage with Syrian authorities and inform 

the OPCW Executive Council of any 

progress, she explained. The Organisation’s 

Fact-Finding Mission meanwhile is 

studying all available information related to 

alleged chemical weapons use in Syria, she 

said, engaging with the Government and 

other States Parties to the Chemical 

Weapons Convention on a number of 

incidents.   

Credit  UN. 

  



The Voice of Mentor, SEP 2020 Page 17  

UN 

Essential lessons from HIV fight 
can help coronavirus response, 
says UNAIDS 

Decades of global experience in tackling 

AIDS can help countries respond to the 

COVID-19 pandemic, a new UN report 

published on Wednesday has revealed. 

The study by UNAIDS, the UN agency 

working to stamp out HIV and AIDS, 

outlines how the world can leverage and 

build resilient health systems that address 

both pandemics. “Our decades-long fight 

against HIV offers essential lessons. By 

heeding those lessons and working together, 

we can ensure that national health responses 

deliver on the promise of the 2030 Agenda 

for Sustainable Development and the health 

and well-being of all”, said UN Secretary-

General António Guterres. Seize the 

moment The report is entitled COVID-19 

and HIV: 1 moment, 2 epidemics, 3 

opportunities—how to seize the moment to 

learn, leverage and build a new way forward 

for everyone’s health and rights. It reveals 

how key lessons learned in combating HIV 

can support accelerated action against 

COVID-19 without jeopardizing ongoing 

response to HIV and other health 

emergencies, thus providing a “unique 

opportunity” to reimagine systems for 

health, according to UNAIDS chief Winnie 

Byanyima.  “All eyes are on health, health 

systems and health care, with countries 

wanting to be better equipped to deal not 

only with COVID-19 but also to create 

healthier, more resilient societies,” she said.   

“We can seize this opportunity by learning 

from HIV and from COVID-19 to make 

important changes to develop rights-based, 

equitable, people-centred systems for 

health.”  Leveraging innovative delivery  

It highlights examples of how infrastructure 

for HIV response is being leveraged during 

the pandemic, including through innovative 

and community-led service delivery.  

For example, some 280,000 new health-care 

workers trained by the United States 

President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS 

Relief, are currently serving as first 

responders to COVID-19 in several low- 

and middle-income countries. Additionally, 

17 HIV treatment reference centres in 

Morocco, are being used in the first line of 

response for treating disease caused by the 

virus. 

Credit  UN 

Science, solidarity and solutions 
needed against climate change: 
Guterres 

Concentrations of greenhouse gases in the 

Earth’s atmosphere are at record levels, and 

emissions that saw a temporary decline due 

to the pandemic are heading towards pre-

COVID levels, while global temperatures 

continue to hit new highs, highlights the 

increasing and irreversible impacts of 

climate change on glaciers, oceans, nature, 

economies and it’s cost on people across the 

globe; manifest more and more often 

through disasters such as record heatwaves, 

wildfires, droughts and floods. Speaking at 

the launch of the report, UN Secretary-

General António Guterres emphasized that 

there is “no time to delay” if the world is to 

slow the trend of the devastating impacts of 

climate change, and limit temperate rise to 

1.5 degree-Celsius. “Whether we are 

tackling a pandemic or the climate crisis, it 

is clear that we need science, solidarity and 

decisive solutions,” said Mr. Guterres. “We 

have a choice: business as usual, leading to 

further calamity; or we can use the recovery 

from COVID-19 to provide a real 

opportunity to put the world on a sustainable 

path,” he added.  

 

Credit  UN  
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A Warning from History: The Carrington Event Was Not Unique

An eyewitness sketch of red auroras over Japan in mid-September 1770. 

On Sept. 1st, 1859, the most ferocious 

solar storm in recorded history engulfed our 

planet. It was “the Carrington Event,” 

named after British scientist Richard 

Carrington, who witnessed the flare that 

started it. The storm rocked Earth’s 

magnetic field, sparked auroras over Cuba, 

the Bahamas and Hawaii, set fire to 

telegraph stations, and wrote itself into 

history books as the Biggest. Solar. Storm. 

Ever. But, sometimes, what you read in 

history books is wrong. “The Carrington 

Event was not unique,” says Hisashi 

Hayakawa of Japan’s Nagoya University, 

whose recent study of solar storms has 

uncovered other events of comparable 

intensity. “While the Carrington Event has 

long been considered a once‐in‐a‐century 

catastrophe, historical observations warn us 

that this may be something that occurs much 

more frequently.” To generations of space  

 

weather forecasters who learned in school 

that the Carrington Event was one of a kind, 

these are unsettling thoughts. Modern 

technology is far more vulnerable to solar 

storms than 19th-century telegraphs. Think 

about GPS, the internet, and transcontinental 

power grids that can carry geomagnetic 

storm surges from coast to coast in a matter 

of minutes. A modern-day Carrington Event 

could cause widespread power outages 

along with disruptions to navigation, air 

travel, banking, and all forms of digital 

communication. Many previous studies of 

solar superstorms leaned heavily on Western 

Hemisphere accounts, omitting data from 

the Eastern Hemisphere.  
 

History books, let the re-write begin. 
 

Credit   Space weather. 
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Class Schedule 
Regular* Classes in English 

By Swami Paramarthananda 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yogamalika.Org Info. 

 

Announcement 1: 

Vivekacudamani Swamiji’s video announcement on the commencement of class & Vivekacudamani E-

Book available at Yogamalika.org/Free Talks page. 

* No Registration, Payment & Login is required. 

 

 

*Announcement 2: 

Ongoing classes are cancelled, the date for the renewal of Global class membership from 

01.04.2020 is suspended for the time being. The revised date will be announced on this site later. 

 

 
 

https://www.yogamalika.org/uncategorized/announcement/
https://www.yogamalika.org/wp-content/uploads/Vivekacudamani-e-Book.pdf
https://www.yogamalika.org/wp-content/uploads/Vivekacudamani-e-Book.pdf
https://www.yogamalika.org/wp-content/uploads/Vivekacudamani-e-Book.pdf
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Nation celebrates Engineer's Day on Sept 15 to mark the birth anniversary of 

Sir Mokshagundam Visvesvaraya 

For any information on Vandu Net Amateur Radio contact Mr. Kanappan +91-9094025179 
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