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Aeolus provides data on Earth’s winds  

New information about Earth’s winds from 
the Aeolus satellite are now being 
distributed publicly in a major advance for 
weather forecasting and scientific 
monitoring of the atmosphere. 

EUMETSAT on 12 May started to make 
started to make observations about the 
vertical distribution of wind available to 
national meteorological services for use in 
weather forecasting. 

These observations are from the first 
Doppler LIDAR (light detection and 
ranging) instrument in space aboard 
Aeolus, a European Space Agency 
(ESA) Earth Explorer satellite launched in 
August 2018 and named after Aeolus, who 
in Greek mythology was appointed ‘keeper 
of the winds’ by the Gods. 

Wet season expected across 
Eastern Africa 

 
June to September is an important rainy 
season for Sudan, South Sudan, Ethiopia, 
Eritrea, Djibouti, and Uganda. A wetter 
than usual season is forecasted for western 
and central Sudan, southwestern Ethiopia, 
southeastern South Sudan, western Kenya, 
eastern and central Uganda. The rest of the 
region is expected to receive the usual 
rainfall, except for a limited area of coastal 

of Somalia, where less than usual rain is 
expected.    
  
"Considering the ongoing simultaneous 
emergencies affecting the region, 
including floods, the desert locust invasion 
and the COVID19 pandemic, regional and 
national authorities are encouraged to use 
this seasonal forecast to adjust 
contingency plans, and to update them 
with ten days and monthly forecasts 
provided by ICPAC and National 
Meteorological Services," it said.  
 

Advancements in risk early 
warning systems recognized in 
progress report of UN-World Bank 
initiative 

 
As the world continue to manage the 
deadly Covid-19 virus and looks at 
ensuring that the recovery addresses 
climate change threats, the significance of 
advanced multi-hazard threat warnings 
and risk information has never been more 
widely acknowledged. This is highlighted 
in the 2019 Annual Report of the Climate 
Risk & Early Warning Systems (CREWS) 
initiative, released today jointly by the 
World Meteorological Organization 
(WMO), the World Bank Group / Global 
Facility for Disaster Reduction and 
Recovery (GFDRR), and the United 
Nations Office for Disaster Risk 
Reduction (UNDRR). 
 
The 2019 Annual Report of the Climate 
Risk & Early Warning Systems outlines 
the cooperative actions taken by WMO, 
The World Bank / GFDRR and UNDRR 
in the past year to save lives and 
livelihoods through the advancement of 

WORLD METEOROLOGICAL ORGANIZATION 

 

 

https://www.eumetsat.int/website/home/News/DAT_5002251.html
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early warning systems with CREWS 
support. To date, the CREWS Trust Fund 
has delivered over US$ 43 million in 
project funding and mobilized an 
additional US$ 270 million from public 
funds of other development partners – 
realizing accelerated life-saving action and 
maximized finance effectiveness. 
 
Busy Atlantic hurricane season 
predicted for 2020 

 
An above-normal 2020 Atlantic hurricane 
season is expected because of a number of 
climate factors and warmer-than-average 
sea surface temperatures, according to 
forecasters with NOAA’s Climate 
Prediction Centre, a division of the 
National Weather Service. 
 

The outlook predicts a 60% chance of an 
above-normal season, a 30% chance of a 
near-normal season, and only a 10% 
chance of a below-normal season. The 
Atlantic hurricane season runs from June 1 
through November 30. 
 
NOAA’s Climate Prediction Centre is 
forecasting a likely range of 13 to 19 
named storms, of which 6 to 10 could 
become hurricanes, with winds of 119 
km/h (74 mph) or higher, including 3 to 6 
major hurricanes (category 3, 4 or 5; with 
winds of 178 km/h (111 mph) or higher). 
An average hurricane season produces 12 
named storms, of which 6 become 
hurricanes, including 3 major hurricanes. 
The combination of several climate factors 
is driving the strong likelihood for above-
normal activity in the Atlantic this year. 
 

World Bee Day - 20 May 2020 

 
Biodiversity is the living fabric of our 
planet. And the bee is at the heart of Wild 
pollinators have declined in terms of 
presence and diversity (and abundance for 
some species) at local and regional scales. 
The International Union for Conservation 
of Nature (IUCN) Red List assessments 
indicate that 16.5 per cent of vertebrate 
pollinators are threatened with extinction 
globally (this figure rises to 30 per cent for 
island species).90% of the world's wild 
flowering plants and more than a third of 
the fruits, nuts and seeds that humanity 
feeds on originate from the pollination 
activity of bees and other pollinating 
insects. 
 

The existence of bees is   endangered by 
human activity and in particular by: habitat 
fragmentation, the development of 
intensive monoculture agriculture, the 
decrease in bees' resistance to parasites, 
the increasing use of pesticides. These are 
the same causes that favour the emergence 
of zoonoses such as COVID-19. 
 
Global partnership urges stronger 
preparation for hot weather during 
COVID-19

 

WORLD METEOROLOGICAL ORGANIZATION Continues... 
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As the Northern hemisphere enters what is 
expected to be another record-breaking 
heat season, a global network of health and 
climate experts supported by WMO have 
called for stronger preparation to keep 
people safe in hot weather without 
increasing the risk of the spread of 
COVID-19.  

The ongoing pandemic amplifies the health 
risks of hot weather for many people, 
including those also at risk of COVID-19. 
Countries and communities therefore need 
to prepare now for a hot summer. Adjusted 
communications and outreach strategies 
will also be needed, as common actions to 
reduce heat-related illness and death - such 
as leaving dangerously hot homes for 
cooler air-conditioned public spaces, home 
visits to check on vulnerable people, and 
receiving urgent medical attention for 
signs of heat stroke - may be impossible or 
in contradiction to public health 
recommendations and protocols to reduce 
the transmission of COVID-19. 

Launch of the WHO Academy and 
the WHO Info mobile applications 

 

WHO announces the launch of the WHO 
Academy app designed to support health 
workers during COVID-19, and the WHO 
Info app designed to inform the general 
public. 

“With this new mobile app, the WHO is 
putting the power of learning and 
knowledge-sharing directly into the hands 

of health workers everywhere,” said Dr. 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO 
Director-General. The app is built around 
the needs expressed by 20,000 global 
health workers in a WHO Academy survey 
conducted in March of 2020. 

WHO and International Olympic 
Committee team up to improve 
health through sport? 

The World Health Organization (WHO) 
and the International Olympic Committee 
(IOC) today signed an agreement to work 
together to promote health through sport 
and physical activity. 

This collaboration is timely. The current 
COVID-19 pandemic is particularly 
affecting people with noncommunicable 
diseases (NCDs). The agreement has a 
special focus on preventing NCDs through 
sport. Physical activity helps lower blood 
pressure and reduce the risk of 
hypertension, coronary heart disease, 
stroke, diabetes, and various types of 
cancer (including breast cancer and colon 
cancer). 

Taking action to end domestic 
violence during pandemics 

WORLD METEOROLOGICAL & W.H.O. 
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Pandemics have different impacts on 
women and men, girls and boys and non-
binary people, among different socio-
economic classes and age groups. 
Violence, harassment and oppression 
against women and girls during every type 
of emergency tend to increase. 
 
In view of the current situation, UNESCO 
organized an online conference entitled 
“Taking action to end domestic violence 
during pandemics” on 19 May 2020, 
which gathered global leaders and experts 
from national authorities, civil society 
organizations and the Multilateral system. 
 
Tedros hails WHO ‘landmark 
resolution’ to accelerate COVID-
19 response 

With  “unprecedented solidarity”, the 
World Health Assembly adopted a 
“landmark resolution” on Tuesday, which 
sets out a “clear roadmap” of the actions 
needed to sustain and accelerate the 
COVID-19 response at both national and 
international levels, the UN health agency 
chief told a press briefing on Wednesday, 
the day after the meeting concluded. 
 
“It assigns responsibilities for both 
the WHO [World Health Organization] 
and its member States, and captures the 
comprehensive whole of government and 
whole of society approach we have been 
calling for since the beginning of the 
outbreak”, Director-General Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said.  
 
 
 
 

Smithsonian Science Education 
Center With Support of the World 
Health Organization Launches 
New COVID-19 Guide for Youth 

The Smithsonian Science Education 
Center, in collaboration with the World 
Health Organization (WHO) and the 
InterAcademy Partnership (IAP)—a 
partnership of 140 national academies of 
science, engineering and medicine—has 
developed “COVID-19! How can I protect 
myself and others?,” a new rapid-response 
guide for youth ages 8–17.  
 
The guide, which is based on the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals, aims to 
help young people understand the science 
and social science of COVID-19 as well as 
help them take actions to keep themselves, 
their families and communities safe. 
 
Through a set of seven cohesive student-
led tasks, participants engage in the 
activities to answer questions previously 
defined by their peers. The questions 
explore the impact of COVID-19 on the 
world, how to practice hand and 
respiratory hygiene and physical 
distancing, and how to research more 
information about COVID-19. The final 
task teaches youth how they can take 
action on the new scientific knowledge 
they learn to improve their health and the 
health of others. Each task is designed to 
be completed at home. 
 
 

W.H.O. Continues... 
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FIFA, European Commission and 
World Health Organization launch 
#SafeHome campaign to support 
those at risk from domestic violence  

 

FIFA, WHO, and the European 
Commission have joined forces, to launch 
the #SafeHome campaign to support 
women and children at risk of domestic 
violence. The campaign is a joint response 
from the three institutions to the recent 
spikes in reports of domestic violence as 
stay-at-home measures to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19 have put women and 
children experiencing abuse at greater 
risk.  

Almost one in three women worldwide 
experience physical and/or sexual violence 
by an intimate partner or sexual violence 
by someone else in their lifetime. In a 
majority of cases, that violence is 
committed by a partner in their home - 
indeed, up to 38% of all murders of women 
are committed by an intimate partner.  

It is also estimated that one billion children 
aged between two and seventeen years (or 
half the world’s children) have 
experienced physical, sexual, or emotional 
violence or neglect in the past year.    

UNESCO supports the development of 
a regional contingency plan for 
protecting mountain gorillas, 

conservation personnel, tourists and 
park adjacent communities from 
SARS CoV-2

As the emerging SARS CoV-2 virus 
(causing COVID-19 disease in humans) 
spread and declared a global pandemic by 
the World Health Organisation, there was 
an expression of concern by conservation 
organizations and conservation institutions 
of the potential impact of this disease on 
captive and wild great apes 

It is not yet known if great apes are 
susceptible to SARS CoV-2. However, 
there is abundant scientific evidence that 
great apes are susceptible to infection with 
human respiratory pathogens. At this 
point, it is safest to assume that great apes 
are susceptible to SARS CoV-2 infection. 
 
On the International Day for 
Biological Diversity, UNESCO in 
Brazil and WWF-Brazil draw 
attention to the need to protect the 
Biosphere Reserves 

 

On the occasion of the International Day 
for Biological Diversity today (20) will be 
launched the third explanatory video in a 
series on the Biosphere Reserve, produced 

W.H.O. & UNESCO 
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by the partnership between UNESCO in 
Brazil, the Man and the Biosphere 
Program, the Pantanal Biosphere Reserve 
and WWF-Brazil, and withthe  European 
Union funding. 

The intention of this production is to 
contribute to the dissemination of the 
concept of the Biosphere Reserve, as well 
as its importance and viability as a strategy 
for conservation and economic and social 
development. Aimed at organizations, 
producers, government and the local 
population, the video series presents the 
main concepts of the Reserve and provides 
examples of successful projects. 

"Ciência Aberta é Vida" directory 
provides open access to scientific 
information sources on 
Coronavirus 

 
The Directory which is a creation of the 
Brazilian Institute of Information in 
Science and Technology (IBICT) and has 
the support of UNESCO in Brazil, will be 
launched today (20). The content can be 
accessed in Portuguese, English, and 
Spanish. 
 

The Brazilian Institute of Information in 
Science and Technology (IBICT), in 
partnership with UNESCO in Brazil, 
launches today (20) the portal "Ciência 
Aberta é Vida" (Open Science is Life). It 
brings together the sources of scientific 
information in open access, national and 
international, which makes available 
content about Coronavirus and COVID-
19. In addition to the scientific articles 

already published and also those that are 
so recent, they have not yet been 
published. The Directory gathers research 
data, clinical trials, theses, dissertations, 
and other materials related to the 
production of researchers worldwide. The 
portal will be available in three languages: 
Portuguese, English, and Spanish (can be 
accessed here).  
 

Global logistics giant Maersk 
commits 300 commercial ships in 
support of ocean and climate 
science 

 

The global container logistics company 
A.P. Moller - Maersk has signed up its 
entire 300-vessel fleet to contribute vital 
meteorological data in support of climate 
and weather forecasts. 

Approximately half of those vessels were 
already operating within the global 
Voluntary Observing Ship (VOS) Scheme 
under the Global Ocean Observing System 
(GOOS), and the goal is now to have the 
entire Maersk fleet in various VOS fleets 
by the end of 2020. 

Rebuilding a ‘new normal’ for 
girls’ education amid COVID-19 
An intergenerational dialogue between 
young women activists and the CEO of 
Plan International was held to discuss the 
vision for a ‘new normal’ for girls’ 
education. Organized by the United 
Nations Girls’ Education 
Initiative (UNGEI) - partner of the Gender 
Flagship, this is part of a series of 

UNESCO Continues… 
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dialogues facilitating the inclusion of 
youth voices in COVID-19 educational 
responses. 

 

The COVID-19 pandemic forced most 
governments around the world to 
temporarily close educational institutions 
to contain the spread of the virus. At the 
peak of the pandemic, more than 1.5 billion 
learners, or over 90% of the world’s 
student population from pre-primary to 
higher education, have seen their education 
disrupted and at times interrupted. 

As the world progressively reopens its 
schools, it may need to pause and listen. 
“We are planning to get girls back to 
school but nobody will actually have 
listened to girls and heard about their 
needs, experience and trauma,” said 
Albrectsen. 

Spare a thought for community 
radios during the COVID-19 
pandemic 

 

They give communities a voice and 
provide life-saving information yet the 
COVID-19 pandemic is threatening their 

own existence. They ‘tell it like it is’ 
because they are not compromised.  Theirs 
is a struggle to inform, educate, entertain 
and develop their respective communities. 
Yes, these are community radios.  

Community radios in East and Southern 
Africa (ESA) regions are facing various 
challenges due to COVID-19 that have 
significantly affected their operations. In a 
recently held webinar to commemorate 
World Press Freedom Day 2020, 
community radios practitioners deliberated 
on the impact of COVID-19 on the sector 
in both regions, indicating the need for 
governments to intervene to provide 
emergency funding for community radios’ 
sustainability.  

World Oceans Day: How marine 
World Heritage shapes the future of 
science and innovation 

 

This year’s United Nations World Oceans 
Day – which is traditionally celebrated on 
8 June – highlights the critical importance 
of innovation for a sustainable ocean.  

From drone wildlife tracking in Russia’s 
Wrangel Island Reserve System to the use 
of artificial intelligence at Australia’s 
Great Barrier Reef, UNESCO marine 
World Heritage sites are spearheading 
scientific innovation in ways that are 
rapidly transforming the future of ocean 
conservation. 

UNESCO & ITU 

https://unworldoceansday.org/page/home
https://unworldoceansday.org/page/home
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While UNESCO’s marine World Heritage 
sites are best known for their outstanding 
ecosystems, unparalleled beauty and iconic 
biodiversity, it is their capacity to turn 
science & innovation into policy and 
decision making that is at the heart of their 
conservation leadership. 

From March to April, polar bear cubs 
at Natural System of Wrangel Island 
Reserve (Russian Federation) leave their 
maternity den to take their first plunge in 
the icy sea and learn to hunt for seals. For 
local rangers it represents the height of the 
wildlife monitoring season when annual 
trends in the world’s densest polar bear 
population are registered. Polar dens are 
extremely difficult to locate in the snow 
covered Arctic island but thermal cameras 
attached to drones are now able to 
undertake the work with more precision 
than ever before – using less fuel and 
providing safer ranger’working conditions 
in the process. 

How ITU’s Radio communication 
Sector is working towards the 
Connect 2030 Agenda 
 

 
Today, ITU marks World 
Telecommunication and Information 
Society Day (WTISD). This year’s theme, 
“Connect 2030: ICTs for the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs)” focuses on 
the five strategic goals of the Connect 
2030 Agenda: growth, inclusiveness, 
sustainability, innovation and partnership.  

Here is how ITU’s Radiocommunication 
Sector (ITU-R) is working to achieve the 
Connect 2030 Agenda.The regulatory 
framework established since the first 
Radiotelegraph Convention in 1906, not 
only ensures that radiocommunication 
services can coexist, but also provides the 
stability required to attract investments 
and enable the exponential growth of 
telecommunications and ICTs. 
 
ITU-WHO-UNICEF initiative 
delivers vital information on 
COVID-19 

 
People’s awareness and compliance with 
preventive measures is crucial to defeating 
COVID-19. 
 
While over 3.6 billion people are still not 
connected to the Internet, mobile networks 
reach nearly 97 per cent of the global 
population. They represent the 
communication channel with the widest 
reach – and a crucial means for relaying 
critical, life-saving information regarding 
COVID-19. 
 
People vs profit: How the Fourth 
Industrial Revolution is changing 
workplace norms (OPINION) 

 

ITU & UNICEF 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1023
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1023
https://www.itu.int/en/wtisd/2020/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/wtisd/2020/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/wtisd/2020/Pages/default.aspx
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With every industrial revolution comes 
shifts to social, economic, environmental 
and political systems, paving the way for 
transformative changes in the way we live 
and work. 

While the first three industrial revolutions 
brought the world steam power, electricity, 
mass production and digitisation, it is 
expected that as the Fourth Industrial 
Revolution unfolds, it will disrupt almost 
every business sector at an unprecedented 
rate. 

Artificial intelligence (AI), 
nanotechnology, quantum computing, 
synthetic biology and robotics, for 
example, will supersede our digital 
progress and blur the lines between 
physical, digital and biological domains. 

Policing the pandemic: how UN 
Police are maintaining law, order, 
and public health 

 
In several countries afflicted by years of 
armed conflict, The UN assists with law 
and order issues, including policing 
expertise. This work is being challenged, 
as never before, by the COVID-19 
pandemic. In this interview with UN 
News, Luis Carrilho, head of the UN 
Police Division, describes how the virus 
is affecting the ability of his colleagues to 
keep the peace. 
 
The COVID-19 outbreak is posing 
unprecedented challenges to police and 
other law enforcement agencies 
worldwide, such as ensuring public 

safety, while taking care of police officer 
health and well-being. The challenge is 
even greater in peacekeeping contexts, 
where both police and public health 
systems are either weak, or wrecked by 
the years of armed conflict. 

  
Experts underscore COVID-19 
threat to global progress on child 
immunization 

 
 
Global experts in health and child welfare 
have again highlighted how the COVID-
19 pandemic is disrupting access to routine 
immunization services worldwide, putting 
millions of young lives at risk of killer 
diseases such as diphtheria, measles and 
pneumonia. 
 

“As the world comes together to develop a 
safe and effective vaccine for COVID-19, 
we must not forget the dozens of lifesaving 
vaccines that already exist and must 
continue to reach children 
everywhere”, said Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus, Director-General of the 
World Health Organization (WHO), 
speaking in Geneva on Friday. 
 
Women peacekeepers from Brazil 
and India share UN military gender 
award

UN News 
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For the first time, the UN Military Gender 
Advocate award has been awarded to two 
UN peacekeepers: Commander Carla 
Monteiro de Castro Araujo, a Brazilian 
Naval officer, and Major Suman Gawani, 
of the Indian Army. 

The award, created in 2016, recognizes the 
dedication and effort of individual military 
peacekeepers in promoting the UN 
principles on Women, Peace and 
Security in peace operations. Women 
peacekeepers are nominated by the heads 
and force commanders of peace 
operations.  

‘Business as unusual’: How 
COVID-19 could change the future 
of work 

Millions of people around the world have 
been working remotely due to the 
coronavirus pandemic and now experts are 
asking whether this “business as unusual” 
could be the future of work, at least for 
those people whose job doesn’t require 
them to be tied to a particular location. 

What are the longer-term effects of the 
pandemic on the workplace in developed 
countries, once the immediate crisis is 
over?Before the pandemic, there was 
already a lot of discussion on the 
implications of technology for the future of 
work. The message was clear: the future of 
work is not pre-determined, it is up to us to 
shape it. However, that future has arrived 
sooner than anticipated as many countries, 
companies and workers shifted to remote 

working in order to contain the 
transmission of COVID-19, dramatically 
changing how we work. Remote virtual 
meetings are now commonplace and 
economic activity has increased on a range 
of digital platforms.  

COVID-19: Countries support 
‘one-stop shop’ to share science 
and research 

Thirty countries and numerous 
international partners have underlined the 
need to make tests, treatments and other 
technologies to fight COVID-19, available 
to people everywhere. 

“Tools to prevent, detect and treat COVID-
19 are global public goods that must be 
accessible by all people”, said Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, head of the World 
Health Organization (WHO). 

They have signed up to support 
the COVID-19 Technology Access Pool 
(C-TAP), a “one-stop shop” for sharing 
scientific knowledge, data and intellectual 
property in efforts to beat back the disease. 

C-TAP is a sister initiative to the ACT 
Accelerator, established last month, to 
speed up development of vaccines and 
other tools against the pandemic. 

Why business needs to address the 
social impacts of COVID-19: an 
interview with Lise Kingo, UN 
Global Compact chief 

UN News Continues... 
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As businesses struggle to cope with the 
economic fallout from the COVID-19 
pandemic, they need to remain aware of 
their responsibilities as partners in efforts 
to build a sustainable future, says the 
outgoing head of the UN Global 
Compact, the world’s largest corporate 
sustainability initiative. 

 
Lise Kingo has run the Global Compact for 
the last five years. In an interview with UN 
News, Ms. Kingo described the changes 
that she has seen during her time in charge, 
and how the COVID-19 crisis is affecting 
the private sector’s commitment to making 
the UN’s vision of a future that protects 
people and the planet, a reality. 

“When the pandemic hit, the Global 
Compact was among the first initiatives to 
issue a call to action to all businesses. We 
said that it would have huge economic and 
social impacts, and that they needed to 
double down on their responsibilities, 
regarding our 10 Business Principles – 
based around human rights, labour, anti-
corruption and the environment – and 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, the UN’s blueprint for 
change. 

Life and death for Yemen’s women 
and girls, as funding evaporates 

In mid-May, just as the COVID-19 
pandemic arrived in Yemen, funding for 

UNFPA’s life-saving reproductive health 
services dried up. The agency has been 
forced to suspend the provision of 
reproductive healthcare in 140 out of the 
180 health facilities, it supports, meaning 
only 40 now remain. 

 

UNFPA is the sole provider of life-saving 
reproductive health medicines and supplies 
in Yemen, which has seen its health system 
all but collapse under five grinding years of 
conflict for control, between a pro-
Government Saudi led coalition, and 
Houthi rebel forces, who hold the capital. 

At the beginning of 2020, UNFPA 
appealed for $100.5 million for its 
humanitarian response in Yemen; to date, 
only 41 percent of that has been mobilized. 
An additional $24 million is needed for 
the COVID-19 response. 

NASA Telescope Named For 
‘Mother of Hubble’ Nancy Grace 
Roman 

NASA is naming its next-generation space 
telescope currently under development, 
the Wide Field Infrared Survey Telescope 
(WFIRST), in honor of Nancy Grace 

UN News & NASA 

https://www.unglobalcompact.org/
https://www.unglobalcompact.org/
https://www.un.org/coronavirus
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/development-agenda/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/development-agenda/
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Roman, NASA’s first chief astronomer, 
who paved the way for space telescopes 
focused on the broader universe. 
 
The newly named Nancy Grace Roman 
Space Telescope – or Roman Space 
Telescope, for short – is set to launch in the 
mid-2020s. It will investigate long-
standing astronomical mysteries, such as 
the force behind the universe’s expansion, 
and search for distant planets beyond our 
solar system.   
 
Considered the “mother” of NASA’s 
Hubble Space Telescope, which launched 
30 years ago, Roman tirelessly advocated 
for new tools that would allow scientists to 
study the broader universe from space. She 
left behind a tremendous legacy in the 
scientific community when she died in 
2018. 
 
Nasa Eight US Manufacturers 
Selected to Make NASA COVID-19 
Ventilator 

 

After receiving more than 100 
applications, NASA's Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory (JPL) in Southern California 
has selected eight U.S. manufacturers to 
make a new ventilator tailored for 
coronavirus (COVID-19) patients.The 
prototype, which was created by JPL 
engineers in just 37 days, received 
an Emergency Use Authorization from the 
Food and Drug Administration on April 
30. 
 
Called VITAL (Ventilator Intervention 

Technology Accessible Locally), the high-
pressure ventilator was designed to use 
one-seventh the parts of a traditional 
ventilator, relying on parts already 
available in supply chains. It offers a 
simpler, more affordable option for 
treating critical patients while freeing up 
traditional ventilators for those with the 
most severe COVID-19 symptoms. Its 
flexible design means it also can be 
modified for use in field hospitals. 
 
NASA Astronauts Launch from 
America in Historic Test Flight of 
SpaceX Crew Dragon 

 

For the first time in history, NASA 
astronauts have launched from American 
soil in a commercially built and operated 
American crew spacecraft on its way to 
the International Space Station. The 
SpaceX Crew Dragon spacecraft carrying 
NASA astronauts Robert 
Behnken and Douglas Hurley lifted off at 
3:22 p.m. EDT Saturday(30.05.2020) on 
the company’s Falcon 9 rocket from 
Launch Complex 39A at NASA’s 
Kennedy Space Center in Florida. 
 
Known as NASA’s SpaceX Demo-2, the 
mission is an end-to-end test flight to 
validate the SpaceX crew transportation 
system, including launch, in-orbit, docking 
and landing operations. This is SpaceX’s 
second spaceflight test of its Crew Dragon 
and its first test with astronauts aboard, 
which will pave the way for its certification 
for regular crew flights to the station as part 
of NASA’s Commercial Crew Program. 
 

NASA Continues… 
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DRDO develops ultraviolet 
disinfection tower 
New Delhi [India], (ANI): The Defence 
Research and Development Organisation 
(DRDO) has developed an ultraviolet 
(UV) disinfection tower for rapid and 
chemical-free disinfection of high 
infection-prone areas.‘UV blaster’ is a UV 
based area sanitiser designed and 
developed by Laser Science and 
Technology Centre (LASTEC), a Delhi-
based premier laboratory of DRDO with 
the help of New Age Instruments and 
Materials Private Limited, Gurugram. 
 

 
“The UV blaster is useful for high tech 
surfaces like electronic equipment, 
computers and other gadgets in 
laboratories and offices that are not 
suitable for disinfection with chemical 
methods. The product is also effective 
for areas with a large flow of people such 
as airports, shopping malls, metros, 
hotels, factories, offices, etc,” said the 
Ministry of Defence. 

Six feet may not be far enough for 
safe social distancing: Study 

Washington D.C. [USA], (ANI): 
Researchers have found that the current 

social distancing guidelines of 6 feet may 
be insufficient because a mild cough 
occurring in low wind speeds of 4-15 kph 
can propel saliva droplets 18 feet. 
Airborne transmission of viruses, like the 
virus causing COVID-19, is not well 
understood, but a good baseline for the 
study is a deeper understanding of how 
particles travel through the air when people 
cough.In a paper published in Physics of 
Fluids, from AIP Publishing, Talib Dbouk 
and Dimitris Drikakis discovered that with 
even a slight breeze of 4 kph, saliva travels 
18 feet in 5 seconds. 
 
To study how saliva moves through the air, 
Dbouk and Drikakis created a 
computational fluid dynamics simulation 
that examines the state of every saliva 
droplet moving through the air in front of a 
coughing person. Their simulation 
considered the effects of humidity, 
dispersion forces, interactions of 
molecules of saliva and air, and how the 
droplets change from liquid to vapour and 
evaporate. 

Landmark recommendations on 
development of artificial 
intelligence, future of global health 

 
 
Washington D.C. [USA], (ANI): A 
landmark review of the role of artificial 
intelligence (AI) in the future of global 
health calls on the global health 
community to establish guidelines for 
development and deployment of new 

ANI News 
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technologies and to develop a human-
centred research agenda to facilitate 
equitable and ethical use of AI. 
 
The review and recommendations were 
developed by Nina Schwalbe, MPH, 
adjunct professor in the Heilbrunn 
Department of Population and Family 
Health at the Columbia University 
Mailman School of Public Health, and 
Principal Visiting Fellow at United 
Nations University – International 
Institute for Global Health, and Brian 
Wahl, PhD, assistant scientist in the 
Department of International Health at the 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of 
Public Health. 
 
WHO warns of ‘second peak’ in 
areas where COVID-19 declining? 

 

Geneva [Switzerland], (ANI): The World 
Health Organization (WHO) has arned that 
countries seeing a decline in COVID-19 
infections could still face an “immediate 
second peak” if they let up too soon on 
measures to halt the outbreak. 
During a media briefing on Monday, Mike 
Ryan, executive director of WHO’s Health 
Emergencies Programme, was quoted as 
saying by CNN that right now, “we are 
right in the middle of the first wave, 
globally.” “We’re still very much in a 
phase where the disease is actually on the 
way up,” he added. 

He told reporters during the briefing that 
epidemics often come in waves, which 
means that outbreaks could come back 
later this year in places where the first 
wave has subsided.  
“We need to be also cognizant of the fact 
that the disease can jump up at any time. 
We cannot make assumptions that just 
because the disease is on the way down 
now that it’s going to keep going down, 
and the way to get a number of months to 
get ready for a second wave – we may get 
a second peak in this way,” Ryan said. 
Ryan warned that a second peak or wave 
could come during the normal influenza 
season, “which will greatly complicate 
things for disease control.” 

Diycam brings AI to the edge of 
healthcare with NVIDIA Clara 
Guardian 

 

Mumbai (Maharashtra) [India] 
(ANI/Mediawire): The delivery of 
healthcare is increasingly challenging with 
having to do more with fewer resources. 
Smart sensors such as AI-enabled cameras 
and microphones can act as eyes and ears 
to ensure public safety, improve patient 
care, and enhance operational efficiency at 
healthcare facilities. It’s now possible with 
smart sensors to collate data and help 
medical institutes keep tabs on their 
compliance status. 
 
 

ANI Continues… 
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With the Diycam Hospital Compliance 
Management System, powered by 
NVIDIA GPUs, health care institutes can 
check in real-time if doctors and medical 
staff are wearing masks, caps, gloves, and 
aprons inside ICUs. 
Following such protocols helps hospitals 
reduce hospital-acquired infection, which 
can spread to patients and staff. 
Diycam has committed itself to improve 
health care by making smart hospital and 
computer vision solutions that can monitor 
acute patient safety and longer-term 
medical compliance to reduce 
readmissions. 

Microsoft announces programme to 
accelerate growth of agritech 
startups in India 

 
New Delhi [India], (ANI): Microsoft on 
Wednesday announced the launch of a 
programme for agritech startups in India 
that are committed to driving 
transformation in agriculture. 
It is designed to help startups build 
industry-specific solutions, scale and grow 
with access to deep technology, business 
and marketing resources. 
Microsoft said agritech startups in India are 
transforming agriculture by developing 
innovative digital solutions to maximise 
productivity, improve market linkages, 
increase supply chain efficiency and 
provide greater access to inputs for agri-

businesses. 
The programe offers tech and business 
enablement resources to help agritech 
startups innovate and scale fast. Startups 
can also get access to Azure FarmBeats, 
which can help them focus on core value-
adds instead of the undifferentiated heavy 
lifting of data engineering. 
Available on the Azure Marketplace, 
Azure FarmBeats enables aggregation of 
agricultural data-sets across providers and 
generation of actionable insights by 
building AI/ML models based on fused 
datasets. 

Building a green future: BMW 
Group Plant Chennai sets new 
benchmarks in sustainable 
manufacturing 

 

Gurgram (Haryana) [India], 
(ANI/BusinessWire India): At BMW 
Group Plant Chennai, sustainability is a top 
priority. Through a host of initiatives, 
BMW Group Chennai is taking an active 
lead towards a green and sustainable 
future. 
 
While significant savings have been 
already been achieved with dedicated 
efforts, the plant is committed to convert to 
100 per cent green electricity by end of the 
year and has launched new initiatives for 

ANI Continues… 
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water conservation and tree 
plantation/biodiversity. 
 
“For BMW Group Plant Chennai, the term 
‘sustainable production’ means investing 
in our future. Since 2007, our plant has 
consistently reduced its consumption of 
non-renewable resources through modern 
technology, stringent processes and 
efficiency. This commitment is integrated 
through clear actions in our business model 
as well as production processes and has 
helped us in significantly reducing our 
footprint. We know the challenges and are 
rising to meet them by continuously setting 
higher goals. For BMW Group Plant 
Chennai, this is the key to a green future,” 
said Thomas Dose, Managing Director, 
BMW Group Plant Chennai. 

NOCTILUCENT CLOUD 
SEASON HAS BEGUN 

NASA's AIM spacecraft has detected a 
noctilucent cloud (NLC) inside the Arctic 
Circle--the first of the 2020 summer 
season. It is the blue puff in this satellite 
image of the North Pole: 

The detection on May 17th marks one of 
the earliest starts in the 14 year history of 
the spacecraft. "In previous years, we have 
seen the first NLCs appear between May 
15th and May 27th," says Cora Randall, a 
member of the AIM science team at the 
University of Colorado. "Only once, in 

2013 (May 15th), has the northern season 
started earlier than this." 

NLCs are Earth's highest clouds. Seeded 
by meteoroids, they float at the edge of 
space more than 80 km above the ground. 
The clouds form when summertime wisps 
of water vapor rise up to the mesosphere, 
allowing water to crystallize around specks 
of meteor smoke. Last summer, they 
spread as far south as Los Angeles and Las 
Vegas, setting records for low-latitude 
sightings. 

 ARRL-Venerable AO-7 Satellite 
Continues to Deliver 

 

The nearly 46-year-old AO-7 amateur 
satellite made a remarkable contact 
possible on May 4 between Diego Feil, 
LW2DAF, in Buenos Aires, Argentina 
(GF05rk), and Tom Ambrose, ZS1TA, in 
Cape Town, South Africa (JF95fx). The 
contact spanned 4,329 miles across the 
South Atlantic, with both stations aiming at 
only 2 or 3 degrees above the horizon. 

Both stations had been watching orbital 
predictions for several weeks, and times 
when both stations could “see” AO-7 at the 
same time occurred only occasionally. 
Electrical noise, particularly in Cape 
Town, had hampered earlier efforts, but on 
the morning of May 4, noise levels were 
low, and a perfect contact was possible 
with full call signs and reports exchanged. 

 
 

ANI & ARRL  

https://www.spaceweather.com/images2020/20may20/bluepuff_strip.jpg


 

 
 

 
 

Yogamalika.Org Info. 

Announcement 1: 
Vivekacudamani Swamiji’s video announcement on the commencement of class & Vivekacudamani 
E-Book available at Yogamalika.org/Free Talks page.  
* No Registration, Payment & Login is required.  
 
*Announcement 2: 
Ongoing classes are cancelled, the date for the renewal of Global class membership from 
01.04.2020 is suspended for the time being. The revised date will be announced on this site later. 
 
Announcement 3: 
Rama Gita video class now available for subscription. For more details check Yogamalika.org 
Message board. 
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Class Schedule 
Regular* Classes in English  
By Swami Paramarthananda 

https://www.yogamalika.org/uncategorized/announcement/
https://www.yogamalika.org/wp-content/uploads/Vivekacudamani-e-Book.pdf
https://www.yogamalika.org/wp-content/uploads/Vivekacudamani-e-Book.pdf
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Hey Guroo Mobile APP 
 

 
For any information on Vandu Net Amateur Radio contact Mr. Kanappan +91-9094025179 

 

Our sincere thanks to all copyright owners. Credits to all the respective Copyright owners. 
 

Communication Address: 
Mantra-Media Centre, 
No-99, Luz Church Road, 

Mylapore, Chennai 600004. 
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