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Flash News
Oscars: Best Actor, Best Actress &
Best actor in a supporting role

Vyommitra Half Humanoid Robot

WHO to accelerate research and
innovation for new coronavirus

NASA Astronaut Returns to Earth After
Record-Setting Spaceflight

Australia suffers devastating bushfires:

Catastrophic and unprecedented bushfires in Australia have killed more than 22 people,
destroyed hundreds of homes and burned hundreds of thousands of hectares of land,
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causing massive devastation to wildlife, ecosystems and the environment. The fires have led

to hazardous air quality in major cities throughout Australia, impacted New Zealand and sent
smoke drifting thousands of kilometres across the Pacific to South America.
Source: public.wmo.int

2019 set to be 2nd or 3rd warmest year on record:

As 2019 draws to a close, it remains on track to be the second or third warmest year on
record. The final ranking will be confirmed in January by the World Meteorological
Organization, which consolidates leading international temperature datasets.
Source: public.wmo.int

First drone and data academy opens in Africa to improve service
delivery for children:

The move is part of efforts to promote the use of drones in programmes and services that
will impact the lives of children and young people. “Humanitarian and development
programme delivery in Africa and beyond can benefit significantly from the application of
drone technology,” said UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore. “The African Drone and
Data Academy will be instrumental in equipping young people with the skills they need to
use the technology to benefit children and their communities.
Source:www.unicef.org
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International Day of Education:

Education is a human right, a public good and a public responsibility.
The United Nations General Assembly proclaimed 24 January as International Day of
Education , in celebration of the role of education for peace and development.
Without inclusive and equitable quality education and lifelong opportunities for all, countries
will not succeed in achieving gender equality and breaking the cycle of poverty that is
leaving millions of children, youth and adults behind.

WHO on Coronavirus:

The second meeting of the Emergency Committee convened by the WHO Director-General
under the International Health Regulations (IHR) (2005) regarding the outbreak of novel
coronavirus 2019 in the People’s Republic of China, with exportations to other countries,
took place on Thursday, 30 January 2020. The Committee’s role is to give advice to the

Director-General, who makes the final decision on the determination of a Public Health
Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC). The Committee also provides public health
advice or suggests formal Temporary Recommendations as appropriate.
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NASA’s Space Launch System Rocket:

New Orleans: Security and safety personnel walk with the core stage of NASA's Space

Launch System rocket, that will be used for the Artemis 1 Mission, as it is moved to the

Pegasus barge, at the NASA Michoud Assembly Facility where it was built, in New Orleans,

Wednesday, Jan. 8, 2020. It will be transported to NASA's Stennis Space Center in Mississippi
for its green run test.

Violence against women:

Mexico City: A portrait of Eugenia Machuca Campos sits amid women's red shoes placed by

activists to protest violence against women in the Zocalo, Mexico City's main plaza, Saturday,
Jan. 11, 2020. According to her sister, Campos' ex-boyfriend is serving time in jail for her Oct.
2017 murder in the State of Mexico.

Satellite GSAT30 Launch:

French Guiana: India's communication satellite GSAT30 being launched into a

Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit in French Guiana The satellite is aimed at providing highquality television, telecommunications and broadcasting services.
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Vyommitra Half Humanoid Robot:

Bengaluru: A student walks past Vyommitra, the prototype of the half humanoid made for
the first unmanned Gaganyaan mission, at the 2nd day of an international conference on
human spaceflights, in Bengaluru, Thursday, Jan.23, 2020.

Defence Expo Inauguration:

Lucknow: Indian Army personnel descend from a helicopter as they perform during the
Defence Expo 2020, in Lucknow, Wednesday, Feb. 5, 2020. The expo is India's biennial
military exhibition that seeks to showcase the potential of the country to become a global
defence manufacturing hub. (PTI Photo/Nand Kumar)

NASA shows the Large Magellanic Cloud galaxy in infrared light:

CITY: This composite image made available by NASA shows the Large Magellanic Cloud
galaxy in infrared light as seen by the Herschel Space Observatory, a European Space
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Agency-led mission, and NASA's Spitzer Space Telescope. In the instruments' combined
data, this nearby dwarf galaxy has giant ripples of dust spanning tens or hundreds of lightyears. AP/PTI(AP1_30_2020_000031B)

More than 6,500 children forced to flee in northwest Syria every day for
past week:

The crisis in northwest Syria is turning into a child protection crisis of unprecedented scale.
Violence over the past week has forced 6,500 children to flee every day, bringing the total
number of displaced children in the area to more than 300,000 since early December.
“UNICEF estimates that 1.2 million children are in desperate need. Food, water and medicine
are in short supply. Children and families are taking refuge in public facilities, schools,
mosques, unfinished buildings and shops. Many are simply living in the open air including in
parks, amidst heavy rains and in the freezing cold. Access to the most basic services like
health, water or sanitation is either very limited or non-existent.

NASA shows the spiral galaxy Messier 81 (M81) viewed in two different
types of infrared wavelengths:

This combination of photos made available by NASA shows the spiral galaxy Messier 81
(M81) viewed in two different types of infrared wavelengths showing the the light from the
stars in the galaxy, left, and the distribution of dust particles without starlight, captured by
the Spitzer Space Telescope. The dust particles are composed of silicates (chemically similar
to beach sand), carbonaceous grains and polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons and trace the gas
distribution in the galaxy.AP/PTI(AP1_30_2020_000028B)
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The Magnetosphere:

Earth is surrounded by a magnetic force field--a bubble in space called "the magnetosphere"
tens of thousands of miles wide. Although many people don't know it exists, the
magnetosphere is familiar. It's a far flung part of the same planetary magnetic field that
deflects compass needles here on Earth's surface. And it's important. The magnetosphere
acts as a shield that protects us from solar storms.
According to new observations, however, from NASA's IMAGE spacecraft and the joint
NASA/European Space Agency Cluster satellites, immense cracks sometimes develop in
Earth's magnetosphere and remain open for hours. This allows the solar wind to gush
through and power stormy space weather.

Boosting efforts to fight pneumonia in Barcelona:
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Boosting efforts to fight pneumonia could avert nearly 9 million child deaths from
pneumonia and other major diseases, a new analysis has found ahead of the first ever global
forum on childhood pneumonia in Barcelona (January 29-31).
According to a modelling by Johns Hopkins University, scaling up pneumonia treatment and
prevention services can save the lives of 3.2 million children under the age of five. It would
also create ‘a ripple effect’ that would prevent 5.7 million extra child deaths from other major
childhood diseases at the same time, underscoring the need for integrated health services.

Kalam’s Convention -2020:

Hyderabad: Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu addresses a gathering at the Kalam’s
Convention -2020, in Hyderabad, Tuesday, Jan. 28, 2020. (PTI Photo)(PTI1_28_2020_000159B)

UN agencies raise alarm in the Central Sahel where millions facehunger
amid rapidly escalating humanitarian crisis:

The number of people facing a critical lack of food and vital livelihood opportunities in the
Central Sahel has spiked in one year due to rising insecurity and climatic shocks. The
situation may further deteriorate unless the international community acts now, three United
Nations agencies warned today.
Despite an overall satisfactory agricultural production, 3.3 million people need immediate
assistance in the Central Sahel, according to the latest Cadre Harmonisé food security
analyses, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the United
Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) and the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP)
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said. Experts forecast that close to 4.8 million people in the Central Sahel will be at risk of
food insecurity during the lean season (June-August 2020) if no appropriate actions are
taken urgently.

Winter storm warning issued for Montreal:

Montreal: A cyclist makes his way through the blowing snow during a
snowstorm, Friday, Feb. 7, 2020 in Montreal. Schools across much of

southern Quebec are shuttered today as a snowstorm bears down on the
province. In the Montreal area, between 11 and 19 inches of snow is

expected to fall by Friday night. AP)/PTI Photo(AP2 8 2020 000007B)
Chillon River in Peru:

Callao: Garbage fills the bank of the Chillon River, which spills into the Pacific
Ocean, top, in Callao, Peru. The Chillon River, which starts in the Andes

mountains and connects to the Pacific Ocean, is an important water source
for the capital city, and is brown from contamination. AP/PTI Photo(AP2 8
2020 000015B)

The Voice of Mentor, February 2020

Page 9

Confirmed cases of the new virus:

Wuhan: In this Thursday, Feb. 6, 2020, photo, medical workers transfer a

patient in the isolation ward for 2019-nCoV patients at a hospital in Wuhan

in central Chinas Hubei province. The number of confirmed cases of the new
virus has risen again in China on Saturday, Feb. 8, 2020, as the ruling

Communist Party faced anger and recriminations from the public over the
death of a doctor who was threatened by police after trying to sound the
alarm about the disease over a month ago. AP/PTI(AP2 8 2020 000074B)
Thaipusam festival at Batu Caves:

Kuala Lumpur: Giant Kavadi offering cages are carried by Hindu devotees in a
procession during the Thaipusam festival at Batu Caves, outskirts of Kuala

Lumpur, Saturday, Feb. 8, 2020. Thaipusam, which is celebrated in honor of
Hindu god Lord Murugan, is an annual procession by Hindu devotees

seeking blessings, fulfilling vows and offering thanks. AP/PTI(AP2 8 2020
000075B)

The Voice of Mentor, February 2020

Page 10

UNESCO in Brazil and Rio Grande do Sul State sign agreement for HIV
preventive education among young people:

UNESCO in Brazil will sign a technical cooperation project with the
government of the State of Rio Grande do Sul that aims at strengthening
preventive education in the fight against Sexually Transmitted Infections
(STIs) and AIDS in the State. The signing of the agreement takes place next
Monday (10), at 10:30 am, at the Piratini Palace. The Director and
Representative of UNESCO in Brazil, Marlova Jovchelovitch Noleto, and the
governor of Rio Grande do Sul State, Eduardo Leite, will join the ceremony.
The project's priority is adolescents and young people. The action will
support the State Department of Health in the development of innovative
social technologies for HIV education and prevention, as well as
communication strategies to encourage safer sex behaviors.
The agreement will last four years, and UNESCO will provide specialized
consultants in the subject. It is expected also a coordinated work between
professionals of the sectors of Education and Health of Rio Grande do Sul
State.
Addressing Challenges for Teaching the Internet of Things:

The Voice of Mentor, February 2020

Page 11

The Internet of Things (IoT) has become one of the fastest growing fields and an
increasing number of jobs require expertise in this field. Yet very few academic
institutions offer targeted degrees in the field of IoT.

The Internet of Things is changing how we interact with the world around us.
Connected smart watches can provide real-time insights into our health and
wellbeing; smart home devices such as connected refrigerators and lights can
increase energy efficiency; and connected streetlights can help to manage
traffic flow during peak rush-hour.
As more devices become connected, we need to ensure that today’s students
have the right skills to drive this technology forward.
Stand at the border line between Serbia and Hungary in Kelebija:

Kelebija: Children stand at the border line between Serbia and Hungary in
Kelebija, Serbia, Thursday, Feb. 6, 2020. About two hundred migrants,

including children, gathered Thursday at Serbias border with Hungary to
demand to be allowed entry into the European Union country. AP/PTI
Photo(AP2 7 2020 000008B)

A Russian Soyuz MS-13 space capsule descends:
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Zhezkazgan: A Russian Soyuz MS-13 space capsule descends about 150 km
(90 miles) south-east of the Kazakh town of Zhezkazgan, Kazakhstan,

Thursday, Feb. 6, 2020. A Soyuz space capsule with U.S. astronaut Christina
Koch, Italian astronaut Luca Parmitano and Russian cosmonaut Alexander

Skvortsov, returning from a mission to the International Space Station landed
safely on Thursday on the steppes of Kazakhstan. AP/PTI(AP2 6 2020
000202B)

Honour guards stand at the coffins of 12 soldiers:

Van: Honour guards stand at the coffins of 12 soldiers who lost their lives
while trying to rescue people from under snow after two deadly avalanches,
in Van, Turkey, Thursday, Feb. 6, 2020. Turkish news agencies reported that
search efforts have resumed in eastern Turkey, following two avalanches that
killed dozens and left at least one person missing. AP/PTI(AP2 6 2020
000156B)
New record for Antarctic continent reported:

The Argentine research base, Esperanza, on the northern tip of the Antarctic
peninsula, set a new record temperature of 18.3°C on 6 February, beating the
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former record of 17.5°C on 24 March 2015, according to Argentina’s national
meteorological service (SMN).
A committee for WMO’s Weather and Climate Extremes Archive will now
verify whether this indeed is a new record for the Antarctic continent, which
is defined as the main continental landmass.
“Everything we have seen thus far indicates a likely legitimate record but we
will of course begin a formal evaluation of the record once we have full data
from SMN and on the meteorological conditions surrounding the event. The
record appears to be likely associated (in the short term) with what we call a
regional "foehn" event over the area: a rapid warming of air coming down a
slope/mountain,” according to WMO’s Weather and Climate Extremes
rapporteur, Randall Cerveny.
Verification of this maximum temperature record is important because it
helps us to build up a picture of the weather and climate in one of Earth’s
final frontiers.” The Antarctic, like the Arctic, is poorly covered in terms of
weather observations and forecasts, even though both play an important role
in driving climate and ocean patterns and in sea level rise.
The record for the Antarctic region – that is, everywhere south of 60 degrees
latitude – is 19.8C, taken on Signy Island in January 1982.
Priority Gender Equality Training in Cuba:

Ms Saniye Gülser Corat, UNESCO’s Director for Gender Equality, delivered the
mandatory training on Priority Gender Equality in UNESCO's Cluster Office in
Havana, with the support of Mr Damiano Giampaoli. Thirty-five participants
took part in the training (57% women and 43% men), composed of staff from
UNESCO’s Office in Cuba, led by its Director, Katherine Muller-Marin. The
training session, aimed to familiarize staff with the concepts, tools and
methodologies used by UNESCO regarding Gender Equality, and included a
discussion on all gender equality related targets in the 17 SDGs.
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After the training for all staff, also attended by representatives of the UNFPA
and the National Commission of Cuba for UNESCO, a Gender Clinic session
for the Programme Specialists was held to provide technical support for the
EU-funded programme, Transcultura.
During the last day of her mission, Ms Corat met with representatives of the
Cuban National Commission for UNESCO & CITMA, the Iberoamerican
Network on Masculinities, the Federación de las Mujeres Cubana, and
CENESEX, to exchange information on the promotion of gender equality and
women’s empowerment and to explore possible collaboration.
The Division for Gender Equality would like to thank UNESCO’s Havana Office
for their engagement, active participation and hospitality.
NASA Astronaut Returns to Earth After Record-Setting Spaceflight:

NASA astronaut Christina Koch is helped out of the Soyuz MS-13 spacecraft

just minutes after she, Roscosmos cosmonaut Alexander Skvortsov, and ESA
astronaut Luca Parmitano, landed their Soyuz MS-13 capsule in a remote

area near the town of Zhezkazgan, Kazakhstan on Thursday, Feb. 6, 2020.
Koch returned to Earth after logging 328 days in space — the longest

spaceflight in history by a woman — as a member of Expeditions 59-60-61

on the International Space Station. Skvortsov and Parmitano returned after
201 days in space where they served as Expedition 60-61 crew members
onboard the station.

After setting a record for the longest single spaceflight in history by a
woman, NASA astronaut Christina Koch returned to Earth, along with Soyuz
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Commander Alexander Skvortsov of the Russian space agency Roscosmos
and Luca Parmitano of ESA (European Space Agency).
The trio departed the International Space Station at 12:50 a.m. EST and made
a safe, parachute-assisted landing at 4:12 a.m. (3:12 p.m. Kazakhstan time)
southeast of the remote town of Dzhezkazgan, Kazakhstan.
Koch’s extended mission will provide researchers the opportunity to observe
effects of long-duration spaceflight on a woman as the agency plans to
return humans to the Moon under the Artemis program and prepare for
human exploration of Mars.
Credit: NASA/Bill Ingalls

WHO to accelerate research and innovation for new coronavirus:

WHO is convening a global research and innovation forum to mobilize
international action in response to the new coronavirus (2019-nCoV).
"Harnessing the power of science is critical for bringing this outbreak under
control," said WHO Director-General Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus.
“There are questions we need answers to, and tools we need developed as
quickly as possible. WHO is playing an important coordinating role by
bringing the scientific community together to identify research priorities and
accelerate progress.”
The forum, to be held 11-12 February in Geneva, is organized in
collaboration with the Global Research Collaboration for Infectious Disease
Preparedness.
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United Launch Alliance's Atlas V rocket:

Port Canaveal: In this photo provided by NASA, United Launch Alliances Atlas
V rocket, lifts off from Launch Complex 41 at Cape Canaveral Air Force

Station in in Cape Canaveral, Fla., Sunday, Feb. 9, 2020. European Space

Agency and NASAs Solar Orbiter rocketed into space Sunday night on an

unprecedented mission to capture the first pictures of the suns elusive poles.
AP/PTI(AP2 10 2020 000183B)

Iranian rocket carrying a satellite is launched:

Semnan: In this photo released by the official website of the Iranian Defense
Ministry on Sunday, Feb. 9, 2020, an Iranian rocket carrying a satellite is

launched from Imam Khomeini Spaceport in Irans Semnan province, some

230 kilometers (145 miles) southeast of Tehran, Iran. The rocket failed to put

the satellite into orbit on Sunday, state television reported, the latest setback
for a program the U.S. claims helps Tehran advance its ballistic missile
program. AP/PTI(AP2 10 2020 000176B)
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Venice Carnival:

Venice: Boats sail during the water parade, part of the Venice Carnival, in

Venice, Italy, Sunday, Feb. 9, 2020. The Venice carnival in the historical lagoon
city attracts people from around the world. AP/PTI(AP2 9 2020 000162B)
International Day of Women and Girls in Science:

The International Day of Women and Girls in Science, celebrated on 11
February, is implemented by UNESCO and UN-Women(link is external), in
collaboration institutions and civil society partners that aim to promote
women and girls in science. This Day is an opportunity to promote full and
equal access to and participation in science for women and girls.
Gender equality is a global priority for UNESCO, and the support of young
girls, their education and their full ability to make their ideas heard are levers
for development and peace.
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California Students to Speak with NASA Astronauts on Space Station:

Students from Southern California will have an opportunity this week to talk
with NASA astronauts aboard the International Space Station. The Earth-tospace call will air live at 1:20 p.m. EST Thursday, Feb. 13, on NASA Television
and the agency’s website.
NASA astronauts Jessica Meir and Andrew Morgan will answer questions
from students from Rancho Verde Elementary School in Apple Valley.
Linking students directly to astronauts aboard the space station provides
unique, authentic experiences designed to enhance student learning,
performance and interest in science, technology, engineering and
mathematics (STEM). Astronauts living in space on the orbiting laboratory
communicate with NASA’s Mission Control Center in Houston 24 hours a day
through the Space Network’s Tracking and Data Relay Satellites (TDRS).
2020 AI for Good Global Summit to scale AI-powered problem solving
for global impact:

Ten years remain to achieve the United Nations Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs). Leaders in AI and humanitarian action will convene at the
2020 AI for Good Global Summit with strong intent to ensure that ‘AI for
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Good’ solutions achieve a scale matching that of the ambitions captured by
the SDGs.
The AI for Good Global Summit is the leading United Nations platform for
inclusive dialogue on AI. The summit identifies practical applications of AI to
accelerate progress towards the SDGs and builds collaboration to assist these
applications in achieving global impact.
Now in its fourth edition, the 2020 AI for Good Global Summit in Geneva, 4-8
May 2020, will continue to connect AI innovators with public and privatesector decision-makers in the interests of stimulating the discovery and
delivery of ‘AI for Good’ solutions for all.
Hey Guroo Mobile APP

For any information on Vandu Net Amateur Radio contact Mr. Kanappan +91-9094025179
Owned, edited and published by A.M.Dorai, From 6, Brindavan street, B8, BrindavanApartments,
Mylapore, Chennai-600004 and printed by him at Sree KRR Press,Located at No.19/7, Aziz Mulk 2nd
Street, Thousand Lights, Chennai-600006. Editor-A.M. Dorai.
Our sincere thanks to all copyright owners. Credits to all the respective
Copyright owners.
Communication Address:
Mantra-Media Centre,
No-99, Luz Church Road,
Mylapore, Chennai 600004.

The Voice of Mentor, February 2020

Page 20

The Voice of Mentor, February 2020

Page 21

